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T he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  
together the Church and Village magazines into 
a single publication to reflect the life and news of 

Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Parish   
Council and the Parochial Church Council and is           
distributed free to each home in the village by volun-
teers. Each published edition can also be viewed online 
at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. 
Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on      
articles coming from people in the village. The closing 
date for submitting content for publication is the 12th  of 
each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material        
received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of 
the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising rates per issue 

Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. An electronic 

copy of the advertisement should be sent to the Editors by email. Cheques 
should be made payable to “ Debden Parish Pump”. 

Editors 
Jan Crawley 
Tony Vernon 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Helen Tate treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

Front and back pages: Guests for the Progressive Supper assembling at the 
Plough photo by Mike Fairchild 
 
Back page: Debden Pond -  supplied by 100 Parishes Society 
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From the Editor 

 

There is much to keep you occupied in Debden this month.  

The start of Lent on Wednesday 6th March is marked by a Holy 
Communion service at 8pm in Debden Parish Church. Mothering 
Sunday will be celebrated with a 9.15am Family Service on Sunday 
31st. 

The potato competition handout takes place at 7.30pm in the Plough 
on 8th March. The Gentlemen’s brunch (p22) is at 11.30 on Satur-
day 16th March and Bingo in aid of the new Community Shop (p5) 
on Saturday 23rd - both at the Plough. 

If politics is a concern, then you can learn more about R4u at a 
meeting in he Village Hall on 13th March (p21). Our District Council-
lor will be holding surgeries on Wednesday 20th in the afternoon 
and again in the evening also in the Village Hall (p21) 

If you are interested in art, the History Recorders’ talk on Fakes & 
Forgeries at 8pm in the Village Hall on 27th March should not be 
missed.  

New Editors? 

I have decided to step down as Editor of the Pump in October. I will 
have completed four years in the role and we need someone with a 
fresh approach. Now is the time to volunteer if you want the Pump to 
continue in its present form! 

Best wishes 

Tony 

 

Also in this Issue 

R4U Meeting p21 Community Shop  p23 

Wild Life at Carver  
Barracks 

p24  Pentecostal Church p26 

Parish Church Letter p30 Family Service and Church Mice p31 

Parish Council Notes p34 Village Hall update p6 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
New Church Electoral Roll to be prepared 
Every six years the Church of England creates a completely new list of mem-
bers. If you were on the old list, you must complete a new form to stay on the 
list. If you consider yourself a member of the Church of England and want to 
be on the list, then forms are available at the back of the Church and must be 
returned to the Church Wardens by the end of March. 
 
Post Office Reopens 
The post office has reopened with extended hours. The post office will now be 
open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 1pm. 
 
Buffy Bus Visits  to Debden & Carver Barracks 
Buffy Bus visits Debden (CB11 3LE) and Carver Barracks every week during 
term time. It provides an opportunity for pre-school children to play, socialise 
and have fun under the guidance of a qualified play leader. Parents and car-
ers also have the opportunity to make new friends.  
 
The bus comes to Debden on Fridays from 11.15am to 12.30pm and to 
Carver Barracks on Mondays from 1.30pm to 3pm. There is no need to book - 
just turn up! 
 
Lost Key Ring? 
Have you lost a furry ball key ring with a single key. If you have,ring 01799 
541529 

PLANT & BOOK SALE in aid of DEBDEN CHURCH 
Sunday 5th May 2.00 – 4.00pm  

Gardeners – please, please, please help by donating plants to sell. Please sow 
extra seeds this spring, take cuttings and save unwanted divided plants. All will 
be very gratefully received. Plants may be brought to church on the day, left at 
my house or Hilary Davey will happily collect. 
  
Book Lovers – unwanted or surplus books will be very gratefully received by 
Tony and Cherry Vernon, or may be brought to church before the event. Tony 
will collect 
  
Everyone – please put the date in your diary NOW and come along and enjoy 
the afternoon.  Delicious Tea & Cake and Live Music  
THANK YOU!! Hilary Davey (01799 542717) and Tony Vernon (01371 830801) 
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DESIGN UNDER WAY FOR NEW VILLAGE HALL 
Debden Village Hall Trust has appointed architects to prepare designs for the new 
village hall. The architects are working to a detailed brief for a community building 
with a multi-purpose main hall and a separate meeting room that can be used inde-
pendently of the main hall.  
 
It will be light and airy with a modern kitchen and good storage space. The new hall, 
which will be built on the site of the existing sports pavilion, will overlook the recrea-
tion ground. The plan is to have internet access throughout the building. 
 
The go-ahead for the design follows consent from the Charity Commission for the 
land exchange between the Village Hall Trust and the Recreation Ground Trust to 
enable the hall to be built. The existing village hall will be demolished once the new 
building is open and the pavilion relocated elsewhere on the recreation ground. Ap-
proval for the land swap means that fundraising can now get under way again, espe-
cially with larger organisations.  
 
There will be a further update next month 
Mike Fairchild for New Village Hall Co-ordination Group 

BREXIT – The Implications for travelling  with your pet 
The implications of Brexit have been far reaching and the veterinary world has not escaped. 
You may not be aware but there is a shortage of vets in the UK. In 2016, 43% of new vets 
registering had graduated from non‐ UK vet schools. Vets are not only employed in general 
practice but also have roles in industry, meat hygiene, Government and research. In the 
meat hygiene sector alone, some estimates suggest 95% of Official Veterinarians (OVs) 
working in abattoirs graduated overseas. The uncertainty around Brexit has seriously af‐
fected recruitment and other areas of concern include the supply of drugs and animal 
feeds. Veterinary organisations are working hard to come up with contingency plans and at 
the moment drug and food companies assure us they have put measures in place to pre‐
vent shortages.  
 
One area that may concern some of you is travelling abroad with your pet and obtaining a 
pet passport. At the moment cats, dogs and ferrets need to have a microchip and be vacci‐
nated against rabies for a pet passport to be issued. In the case of a ‘no deal Brexit’, these 
rules will change; a microchip and rabies vaccination are still necessary but then your pet 
must have a blood sample taken at least 30 days after the rabies vaccination. If the results 
of the blood test are satisfactory, a passport can be issued but the pet will not be eligible 
for travel until 3 months from the date of the successful blood sample. You will also need to 
take your pet to an Official Veterinarian (OV), no more than 10 days before travel to get a 
health certificate. So the whole process could take 4 months. Our advice at the moment 
isto  speak to your vet if you intend to travel abroad with your pet this summer. Also keep 
an eye on our website and Facebook page as we will be posting updates with the latest 
news. The other important source of information is the government website https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/pet‐travel‐to‐europe‐after‐brexit 
Pedler, Mercer & Hughes 
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JOAN TAYLOR 1925-2019 
Many residents will remember Bob and 
Joan Taylor who came with their two chil-
dren to Debden in the early 1970s. Both 
played an active part in village life. Fol-
lowing Bob’s death, Joan moved to Aus-
tralia to be close to her daughter Jill and 
son Andrew and their families. Jill, her 
daughter, has written: 
 
‘Joan Taylor passed away peacefully in 
Australia on Friday 1 February this year at 
the age of 94, with her daughter Jill and 
son Andrew at her bedside.  Joan's fu-
neral will take place in Australia on Mon-
day 11 February at 2pm.  Jill and Andrew will bring her ashes back to Eng-
land to be interred with Bob's ashes at Debden Church in April this 
year.  There will be a ceremony at the church on Tuesday 23 April at 2 pm 
and the family would like to invite all who wish to attend.   If anyone would 
like to contact Joan's family, their email address is jillashby1@gmail.com’ 
 

DEBDEN  LUNCH  CLUB 
Tuesday 9th April 12 noon to 2.30pm 
 
I am starting a Lunch Club, which is open to eve-
ryone in the village, who would enjoy a simple 2-
course lunch, followed by tea or coffee, for £5.00. 
It will be held once a month, in the Village Hall, on 
a Tuesday, from 12.00 to 2.30, and begins on 
Tuesday 9th April. 
 
To secure a place, please ring me on 01799-
541863. Payment will be taken at the door. 
Nina Manser 
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ISABELLA SKEAT  
5th June 1933 – 9th January 2019 
 
A service of thanksgiving for the life of 
Isabella Skeat took place at Debden Par-
ish Church on Friday 1st February. Isa-
bella had lived in Debden for over 50 
years. The following is an extract from the 
eulogy given by her eldest son Callum. 
 
‘Mum was born in Austria in 1933. She 
saw the war through bombing, shortages 
and American tanks driving through her 
hometown. She still elected to come to 
Britain as an au pair. This took her to the 
Channel Islands where she met our father who had gone there on holiday. Each was 
apparently convinced the other was rich; they eventually married, even though great 
wealth was not in store. 
 
In 1966 we moved to Debden. At first Mum was quite clear she would never live so 
far from civilisation, until, when coming to see Debden for the first time, they drove 
into a snow covered village and Mum fell in love with the place. She was proud of 
her homeland. Our house was called Tirol Cottage, but we never took to wearing 
lederhosen in East Anglia – Mum never really understood why! 
 
Mum joined in village life and loved it here. She joined the Women’s Institute 
amongst other organisations. She got a job as a clerk/receptionist at the doctors’ 
surgery in the village. She subsequently worked at the medical centre at the bar-
racks. She loved meeting the families and, when the Royal Engineers moved there, 
telling them she had a son in the Sappers. 
 
Always a caring woman, Mum became a trustee of the village alms houses. She was 
always kind to other. Dad taught special needs students and Mum would spoil them 
with her cooking on the odd away day from college. She made marmalade by the 
bucketful for the Tang Ting Charity. She joined the roster of folk who cleaned the 
Church and made several of the kneelers in front of you today. Her cakes were fa-
mous – she was not impressed when I once said I liked shop cakes best and stodgy 
school food. 
 
Mum could be short tempered, particularly in later years when she was ill; there are 
so many people who helped her when she truly needed it, and would look past her 
moments of grumpiness to give support and love. My brother and I are truly grateful 
for all you did for Mum. She had devoted herself entirely to looking after Dad in his 
declining years. When he moved to a home, she visited him every day. When he 
passed away, she wanted nothing more than to join him. Her passing is very much a 
kindness. Hans Peter and I know Mum and Dad are in a better place and we send 
them our love.’ 
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28th PROGRESSIVE SUPPER ATTRACTS 58 GUESTS 
Taking on the organisation of the village annual progressive supper seemed a daunt-
ing task to say the least. However once we had put our heads together and come up 
with a method to randomly allocate the 58 guests to different hosts for both their 
starter and main courses,  it was actually fairly straightforward.   
 
Everyone gathered in The Plough at 7pm on Saturday January 26th to find a list of 
starter venues on the tables.  This proveided great excitement as everyone could not 
only discover where they were being sent for starters but also see  whereothers had 
been allocated to.  Luckily everyone seemed happy and no sneaky swopping took 
place !! At 9pm the starter hosts opened the envelopes and everyone scurried 
around the village to their main course venues and to meet new dining guests. Finally 
everyone gathered back at The Plough for desserts and more merriment.   
 
Following the evening we were inundated with email messages saying how enjoyable 
the event was although the invitation to now organise the village fete was politely 
turned down !!  Due to the generosity of several hosts not claiming their food costs 
the £15 a head participation fee resulted in a profit of £335 which has been donated 
to the village hall fund.   
 
We look forward to organising next year's event and encourage anyone who has not 
yet joined in this extravaganza to give it a go next January, meet your fellow villagers 
and make new friends whilst experiencing fine dining. 
Jane Langham & Margaret Hynes 
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Bingo night in aid of the Village Shop! 
At the Plough on Saturday 23rd March 
Tickets available at the pub or shop 
(Ticket price includes a light meal) 

 
 

Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in 
our kitchen using local produce, from pub fa-

vourites to chef’s daily specials 
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries 

Events, parties and group meals catered 
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month 

 
Opening hours:  

Tue: 5-11  
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11  

Fri: 12-12  
Sat:12-11  
Sun:12-10 

Tel: (01799) 541899 

  E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com 
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DEBDEN LOCAL HISTORY RECORDERS GROUP 

Fakes and Forgeries 27th March Village Hall 8pm 
The First talk of the spring programme is entitled “Fakes and Forgeries” and 
will take place on Wednesday 27th March in the Village Hall at 8pm.  
 
The Speaker will be Tim Turner, an auctioneer and valuer with more than 30 
years experience in the antiques and auction profession. He has been with 
Sworders  Fine Art Auctioneers in Stansted for 27 years. For details see the 
poster on the opposite page. 
 
The Second talk entitled  “Debden: the last 100 years “ will take place af-
ter the AGM on Wednesday 22nd May also in the Village Hall at 8pm.   
The talk will be delivered by Elisabeth Blackie and it will look    at how the 
village has changed since the early 20th Century to  present  times. 
 
For a taster see the photograph below that shows the Thaxted Road in  
circa1910. 
Elisabeth Blackie 
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Debden Local History Recorders’Group 

 

“Fakes and Forgeries”  
An interesting and amusing look into a murky 

world where all is not as it seems! 

<>  
Talk by  Tim Turner  

of Sworders Fine Art Auctioneers 

Wednesday 27th March 2019                                                      
8.00pm                                                                            

Debden Village Hall 

<>  

Tickets : £ 2.50 Members ‐ £ 3.50 Non members  

Including refreshments  

Can be purchased  from Saffron Walden TIC 

 in advance from contacts below  

And also at the door 

ALL WELCOME  
contact Elisabeth Blackie Tel 01799 540528  

or Ursula Lyons Tel 01799 543164  
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TANG TING UPDATE 
 
Thank you to Isabella Skeat 
The Committee of the Tang Ting Twinning Association (TTTA) would like express 
their sadness at the loss of Mrs Isabella Skeat, a committed supporter of the Charity.   
In spite of suffering dreadfully from arthritis, particularly in her hands,  she continued 
to make her wonderful marmalade and damson jam shunning any offer of help as  
she considered it was ‘her’ contribution.   Her sons kindly delivered her last batch to 
us just before Christmas.  The donations of her wonderful quilting work raised large 
sums of money at our auctions and nobody could believe that they were hand sewn 
as the stitches were so perfect.  A number of the Nepalese Community travelled from 
London to pay their respects alongside local members of the TTTA.  She will be 
sorely missed. 
 
Earthquake  & Medical Funds 
We have just received news from the village of Golche that the school that was de-
stroyed in the earthquake is nearing completion.   We hope to be receiving photo-
graphs soon to show how our contributions helped to achieve this.   The Mountain 
Heart Charity has thanked us for our donation of a Haemocue unit.  This measures 
the haemoglobin which can show any iron deficiency which is one of the main rea-
sons for the stunting in children.  Their height and weight are taken and then a blood 
sample to enable any deficiencies to be treated.   During their recent trip to the vil-
lages the doctors managed to see 130 children and 70 adults.  Results are passed 
on to WHO and local doctors informed of any treatment needed. We would like to 
thank our supporters for their help throughout the year and will be very pleased to 
provide further information from anyone interested in knowing more about the  char-
ity. 01799 540881 or   info@tangting.org 
 
Below: Children  waiting for treatment 



15 

Debden Parish Pump    March 2019 

The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: graham@execschoice.com to dis-
cuss your requirements. 

                                                      
Phone 07481 494988                                                        
www.execschoice.com 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Richard P Cawte F IDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  

difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 11/2 miles from coast, enclosed 
south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

A Wilson Accounting is a reliable, 
approachable accounting practice 

which covers all of your Accounting, 
Bookkeeping, Payroll and Personal 

Tax needs. 
 

Self-assessment tax returns from 
only £120 plus VAT 

 
 Tel: 01799 732188 

Email: 
abby@wilsonaccountingservices.com 

www.wilsonaccountingservices.com 
Facebook: A Wilson Accounting 

Twitter: @Wilsonaccounts 

 
Carpet Cleaning &  

Stone floors, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean 
more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  
for expert help today. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Highways and Byways 
Much of my time recently has been spent chasing up Highways and Byways re the 
appalling and very dangerous state of the Debden Road, particularly the end near 
the crossroads.  I was successful in getting the Close in Debden sorted out, so it did 
give me some hope.  I have now got further support from Simon Walsh (County 
Councillor) in my attempts so, keeping my fingers crossed but not holding my 
breath!!!   
 
I am also continuing to push for speed restrictions on the approaches to the Debden 
Green Crossroads.  This is really dangerous, in my opinion, as cars approaching the 
crossroads from Henham have to actually pull out into the Thaxted Road to obtain a 
clear view.  As some of you know, in the past there was an altercation with a school 
bus that, fortunately, was not too serious, but it is an accident waiting to happen.  
Simon Walsh stated ‘We did look at the Debden Green crossroads some years ago, 
and the main problem was that there is nowhere to locate speed signs.’  I am sure a 
number of us could tell them where they could locate the signs!!  He did say, how-
ever, it was worth another look so, let us hope he will have a positive answer for us 
at the Annual Assembly on April 10th that I hope many of you can attend.  (If anyone 
needs a lift to the meeting please let me know.) 
 
Noise Exposure within Carver Barracks for 2019 
I have received information from Lt. Col Cormack in respect of the above.  Every 
effort has been made to mitigate unnecessary noise exposure; there will be no noise 
exposure for a period of 6 weeks over the summer period and over the bank holiday 
periods also.  The Patrons Day in May and June will consist of four intervals of loud 
noise; these noise exposures will last no longer than 30 minutes each.  Due to the 
nature of the works they are involved in, noise is an inevitable occurrence from time 
to time and he thanks you for your continued support and commitment.  Any con-
cerns or comments should be directed to the Guardroom (Telephone: 01223 
203617) and not to any user on site. 
 
Red Flag Warnings 
An important reminder - IF THE RED FLAGS ARE FLYING NO MEMBER OF THE 
PUBLIC IS ALLOWED ON THE AIRFIELD.  Failure to observe this order could re-
sult in the airfield being wired in and unavailable for use by the general public in fu-
ture. Please don’t let the few spoil it for the many. 
 
Debden Housing 
By the time you read my article the decision on the application for the 36 houses will 
have been decided on.  I was inundated with complaints from a great number of 
villagers, many of whom had written to express their concern at what some de-
scribed as ‘an urban sink estate’.  I should like to remind people that, as your District 
Councillor, I have a duty to convey concerns about matters that affect local resi-
dents, whether I agree with their concerns or not.   I knew this position was a poi-
soned chalice, but my shoulders are broad and I wanted to serve the village in what-
ever way possible.  However, there is a limit to the threats and abuse I am prepared 
to take!!! (continued on page 21) 
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 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Continued) 
 
Meet Your District Councillor – 20th March Village Hall 
I will be holding a surgery in the village hall from 2 -4 p.m. and 7 -8.30p.m. on .20th 
March,.all welcome.   This will give me a chance to express the concerns of the vil-
lage or suggestions for enhancing the village when UDC prepare their plans for the 
area – If anyone needs a lift please ring 01799 540881. 
Tina Knight 
 
 

  
R4U offers you a chance to have your say on local issues – 13th March 
Village Hall 7.30pm 
  
An opportunity to air your views on local issues is being offered at a public 
meeting in Debden Village Hall on Wednesday evening 13 March, doors 
open at 7.15pm and the meeting starts at 7.30pm or walk in when you can 
make it. 
 
 The meeting is being hosted by Residents for Uttlesford (R4U) as part of a 
series of events being held in villages in Uttlesford. R4U has been estab-
lished for five years and is now the second largest group on Uttlesford Dis-
trict Council and controls Saffron Walden Town Council.  
 
 R4U “open house” meetings are designed to discover what issues matter 
most to local residents and to answer questions. “Whether it’s the local plan, 
schools or potholes, we want to know what’s top of local people’s agenda,” 
said a spokesman. “This is a chance to feel the pulse of local communities 
so we can better represent their interests. Whether it’s issues to do with your 
village or the wider district, this is your chance to have your say.”  
 
 District and parish council elections take place on 2 May. Uttlesford District 
Council is offering information to prospective candidates, details of which 
were published in the February Parish Pump 
  
This meeting is ahead of the annual Debden Annual Assembly which is tak-
ing place on April 10th. 
Dave Wilson 
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Gentlemen’s Brunch 
Saturday 16th March 2019 

11am Sharp 
 

The Plough Debden 
 

Prosecco or Beer on arrival 
Full English Breakfast 

Inc. Toast & a Tea or Coffee 
Vegetarian Option 

£13.50 
 

To book your Place,  
Contact Richard or Val 

Telephone:‐ 01799 543 048 
e‐mail:‐ richard.rpc5@gmail.com 

 
Payment required in advance 

Early booking advisable 
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DEBDEN COMMUNITY SHOP UPDATE 
After great deal of activity, form filling and dedication by a 
small and perfectly formed group of volunteers, we are aiming 
to have Debden Community Shop back and open for business 
fully at the end of March. We have a target date but the next 
two weeks will be crucial to ensure we can announce this with 
confidence! 

In order to meet that deadline we will be working hard to en-
sure the following: 

 We have the right amount of volunteers to help staff 
the shop; 

 
 The required level of daily essential items along with 

tempting non-essentials are in stock when you visit; 
 
 General repairs are completed, and updates made to 

ensure maximum comfort if you stop by for a coffee 
and a chat! 

The post office is now open three days a week; Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 1pm, which is amazing! 
Please stop by either to make use of Post Office services or 
just stop in and catch up with the latest news! 

Finally, thank you to everyone who has been in contact with 
offers of help. We are drawing up a full list of everything 
needed to support the long-term future of our shop, from vol-
unteers to financial support so please look out for further com-
munication via the Pump and local Debden Facebook Group. 

If you want to find out more, or want to help with the shop in 
any way, please contact Stuart Walsh – sfnwalsh@me.com - 
01371 831665. 
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WILD LIFE ON THE AIRFIELD AT CARVER BARRACKS 

The Upper Cam Ringing Group (UCRG) installed over 80 standard nes boxes, scat-
tering them across the sites’ many copses. The majority of the boxes are in Peveral’s 
Wood; an ancient oxlip (Primula elatior) wood which was once part of Rowney 
Woods. The nest box project is funded by the Essex Field Club via the Recorders 
partnership. It forms part of a larger landscape project reaching from Radwinter in the 
east to Nuthampstead in the west (another USAAF air base from WWII). Members of 
the UCRG visit regularly through the spring to check the stages of the nests and to 
ring the nestlings. 
 
During visits, some red data listed birds have been seen or heard including: - song 
thrush (Turdus philomenos), yellowhammer (Emberiza citronella), cuckoo (Cuculus 
canorus) and skylark (Alauda arvensis). The song thrush and skylark are Essex Bio-
diversity Action Plan (BAP) species. Amber listed species seen include: - kestrel 
(Falco tinnunculus), meadow pipit (Anthus pratensis) and willow warbler 
(Phylloscopus trochilus). 
 
The Essex Field Club (EFC) visited this year. They hold the largest database of wild-
life records for Essex and have been collecting data since the 1880’s. This entire 
area of Essex is a black hole on their database, showing very few records of any 
species over the past 130+ years. The EFC members were astounded by their finds. 
Over the past year they have found many rare-for-Essex plants, lichen and inverte-
brates: 

A patch of common rockrose (Helianthemum nummularium) was found, measur-
ing approximately 6 square metres. This is an Essex Red Data species 
which is rapidly declining. 

A catmint (Nepeta cataria), which the Essex Flora (1962) states is “a very rare, 
native on calcareous soils in Essex”.  

A rare lichen of old woodland (Punctelia reddenda) was found by eminent lichen-
ologist J. Skinner -this is particularly special because of how large the patch 
of lichen is (0.5metres by 2metres).  

A parasitic fly (Clytiomya continua), the second record for Essex and probably 
the second record for the UK.  

The common green grasshopper (Omocestus viridulus), an Essex Red Data 
species, was photographed by myself and confirmed by Dr. T. Gardiner. 

The sawfly larva (Cimbex conatus), another rarity for Essex.  
A rarely recorded stilt bug (Metatropis rufescens). 
A very locally distributed species of spider (Cicurina cicur) was found by Dr P. 

Harvey, the national spider recording organiser and Essex county spider 
recorder. 

The tortoise shieldbug (Eurygaster testudinaria) which has a local distribution, 
found by Dr. Y. Couch, it was a first record in Uttlesford. 

 
The Essex Moth Group visited during the evenings in spring and summer, finding 8 
moths with a local distribution, including 5 micromoths and three macro moths; Least 
black arches (Nola confusialis), Small brindled beauty (Apocheima hispidaria) and 
Lead-coloured drab (Orthosia populeti). Two of the moth species found are UKBAP 
species -the cinnabar (Tyria jacobaeae) and powdered quaker (Orthosia gracilis)- we 
also found a butterfly UKBAP species; the small heath (Coenonympha pamphilus).  
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Wildlife at Carver Barracks (Continued) 
 
During the summer the Essex Botanical Society and the Colchester Natural History 
Society joined the Essex Field Club to collect data on the flora of the site for inclusion 
in the Atlas of Essex Flora (3rd edition), which is being produced as an update to the 
1962 book. Finds during this visit included the nationally scarce lesser calamint 
(Clinopodium calamintha), fairy flax (Linum catharticum) and numerous plants of vi-
per’s bugloss (Echium sp.), which are uncommon on the calcareous soils of Essex.  
 
In late summer the Essex Amphibian and Reptile Group supplied 40 reptile mats for 
use in surveying on the airfield. So far, we have found approximately 20 common 
lizards (Zootoca vivipara), which has a local distribution, and an under-recorded 
ground shieldbug, named the turtle shieldbug (Podops inuncta), which was found in 
good number under the reptile mats. 
 
Surveying didn’t stop over winter. The Essex Bat Group visited and were elated upon 
finding 3 species of hibernating bats, including a Barbastelle (Barbastellus barbastel-
lus), making this a regionally important site for hibernating bats. The Essex Bat 
Group have loaned a static bat detector to help survey bat species here over longer 
periods.  
 
In addition, Dr. D. Corke -founder of the Walden Countryside- and I set up 20 long-
worth traps to catch small mammals, such as field voles and wood mice. We have 
found 4 species so far: - wood mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus), field vole (Microtus 
agrestis), common shrew (Sorex araneus) and pygmy shrew (Sorex minutus). 
 
There were also bird feeders to fill up throughout the winter both in the environmental 
education area and for the UCRG project – to find out which nestlings have survived 
and were still in the locality. During these activities, fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) and red-
wing (Turdus iliacus), both Red data species, have been seen in large numbers on 
the playing fields. The Guards reported hearing Tawny owls (Strix aluco) -useful in-
formation which was passed onto the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) for their 
Tawny owl project- and also prompting us to install tawny owl boxes. 
 
More surveying is planned for this year including surveying the ponds for water inver-
tebrates, seeking out molluscs and soil invertebrates and more moth trapping ses-
sions. All the survey events are announced through Wimbish Hive, so serving per-
sonnel and their families can attend if they wish. 
 
The naturalists of Essex have all been astounded by their finds on this hidden gem of 
land. Because of the surveying conducted this year, many of the groups listed have 
offered funding, equipment and expert advice to help with continued recording, to 
conserve the rare species found and to manage the habitats.  
 
If you wish to get involved in any of the surveys please contact Fiona Hutchings, sec-
retary of the Essex Field Club, on efcsecretary2018@gmail.com 
Fiona Hutchings 
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NEWS FROM DEBDEN PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH  

 

 

Dear Friends,  

  

Once things stop working or are broken they often get thrown 
out without much thought.  Although this may make economic 
sense in some cases, and even I will concede that things do 
eventually wear out, it seems wasteful that so much of what we 
buy is not built to last. I confess I speak as an avid mender who 
is always interested to see what has gone wrong and if it can be 
rectified.  

God’s son Jesus came to heal or "mend" those who are broken 
hearted, he came to heal the broken relationship between us 
and God that had arisen as a result of our neglect of God’s love 
for us.  However broken, or whatever state we are in, God does 
not give up on us.  Early in his ministry on earth Jesus 
proclaimed, in Luke chapter 4 verse 18:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 

We are all in need of that mending.  Jesus is the one who came 
with good news, to repair the broken relationship with himself 
and restore us to the place where we should be. 

 

God bless, 
  Simon Gale                                                                                                                      
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Programme  

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 
There will be no Sunday Evening services 
in February 

Wednesday 

 

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 
10.15 to 11.45, everyone welcome!          

Special note  

 

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church. 

Coffee Morning 
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee 

morning for a cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit  and 
a friendly chat with others from the village?  

Everyone is welcome and it’s free! 

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 
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Debden Church Letter 
We are very blessed to live in our villages in the north west corner of Essex.  
We are not far from a choice of market towns and even a city or two are 
within easy reach should we want to yield to the lure of its vibrant culture.  
However, it is the quiet, community life people express to me that they enjoy 
about where they live.  And it certainly is quieter – it was only the other day I 
heard police sirens in the village for the first time since moving in, whereas 
in my previous home in Colchester, that was an almost daily occurrence. 
 
There is no doubt that community is important too.  Even in a big town like 
Colchester, people identified with the different communities to which they 
belong – the school community, the U3A community, the church community 
and so on.  There are many nuances in its meaning, but community de-
scribes a group of people with a ‘common unity’ of place, interest or charac-
teristic.  Our community is essentially the geographical area, albeit with out-
lying homes, but I suggest it is much more than that. 
 
Our common interest goes far beyond living next door to each other, or 
even occasionally meeting socially, whether that’s in the pub, playing bowls 
or tennis.  A community, as opposed to an organisation, values people and 
relationships much more than coming together for whatever purpose, be it 
social interaction or sport as I have just suggested.  Our village life ex-
presses a much deeper level of interaction when I think about the conversa-
tions I have had with people.  There is a concern about the other’s wellbeing 
and place in the community, not just about what they can contribute, but a 
desire to help if they can.  Of course, there is good neighbourliness in cities 
and towns, but our more intimate village life makes community more tangi-
ble. 
 
A famous teaching of Jesus is ‘to love your neighbour as yourself,’ (found in 
Mark’s Gospel, chapter 12, verse 31).  The early church described at the 
end of chapter 2 in the book of the Acts of the Apostles certainly knew how 
to live as community, holding everything in common and giving to anyone in 
need.  Such communities may not be so popular nowadays, although their 
numbers are perhaps increasing again.  It may not be exactly how our vil-
lage operates, but, let us continue to value and respect each other, look out 
for those around us and, of course, help where help is needed.  Obviously, 
changes come along and so our village has indeed altered and changed 
over the years.  However, with a deep and real sense of community, we 
may be assured our village will be a good place to live for many years to 
come. 
Best wishes Revd John Saxon 
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MAKING A PRAYER NET AT FAMILY SERVICE 
 
At our last family service we were 
looking at the call of Simon Peter, one 
of Jesus’ disciples.  Simon Peter, as a 
fisherman, was told by Jesus to cast 
his net over the boat and he caught a 
bumper load of fish.  We made our 
own fishing net of prayers trusting in 
God’s abundant provision that pro-
vided the many fish for Simon Peter to 
provide for our needs too. 
 
Do come and join us for our regular 
family service normally on the second 
Sunday of the month at 9.15am. 
There are always activities for 
younger children to enjoy. The 40 
minute service is followed by refresh-
ments and a chance to talk, if you 
have the time! 
 
This month the family service will be 
at 9.15am on 31st March when we 
mark  Mothering Sunday 
Rev John Saxon 

CHURCH MICE  
 
The Church Mice will be meeting on Monday 
18th March. in the New Room at Debden Church 
from 10 am - 11.30 am. The Reception Class of 
Debden Academy will be joining us to talk about 
Easter. 
 
All children aged 0-5 and their parents, grandpar-
ents and carers are welcome to join us for a time 
of stories, songs, craft activities and refresh-
ments.  
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DEBDEN  

TABLE TENNIS 

THURSDAY  

EVENINGS 

Brighten  up  your 
Thursdays  Come along to the 

village  hall  from  8pm  for  a  game 
or two of table tennis.  

It  would  be  good  to  see  some 
more people joining in so why not 
just turn up and give  it a go.   You 
will be most welcome and will find 
it excellent exercise and good fun.  

Jim Watson  

A J Pest Control Ltd 
Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 
Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, 
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squir-

rels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTES February Meeting          
Public participation 
The following issues were raised: 

 It is now a year since the meeting was held with ECC regarding Byway 
37. 

 Funding of £45,000 was allocated to Byway 75 last year but no work has 
been done. 

 ECC have now cut down the willow tree at Hamperden End. 

 Would the PC consider making a donation to the local First Responders 
to cover their expenses. 

 The organiser of the Debdencycle advised that the 2019 event will not 
be held on Debden Recreation Ground as he cannot accommodate the con-
ditions proposed.  It will be held elsewhere. 

 What is going to be the standard procedure for holding fund raising 
events on the recreation ground. 

 What is the PC's position on the development in Thaxted Road, particu-
larly regarding access and the proposed pavement. 

 Interested parties in the village should form a committee to look into a 
response to the Thaxted Road development. The developers have already 
moved in containers. 

 The landowner could provide a footpath to the wood and then to the 
School. 

 When will the PC hand over the shop building. 
 It would not be a good idea to make the triangle in Deynes Road 

smaller. 
 

Report from District Councillor Tina Knight  

Dist Cllr Knight raised the following matters: 

I have written several times to ECC regarding the Walden Road.  Would the 
PC send a letter as it is an accident waiting to happen. 

The Chairman advised that last year Cllr Andrew Tetlow dug out the ditch 
and ECC carried out an investigation of the drainage system.  They have 
now given us a plan and we understand a trench has been dug out which 
has broken the drains but ECC have this in hand. We will try and get some 
indication as to when the road will be resurfaced. 

There are still problems with school buses at Carver Barracks. A plan is 
needed indicating which areas at the Barracks show Debden as there near-
est school. (Continued on next page) 
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Report from District Councillor Tina Knight (Continued) 
There is concern about the development on Thaxted Road.  What is the 
PC's position regarding the access and proposed pavement. This needs to 
be redesigned and the number reduced. It was considered that a proposal 
for two houses would significantly harm the open characteristics of the rural 
countryside setting therefore 36 are totally inappropriate. The developers 
containers are already in situ. 
 
Internal Auditors Report (agreed at PC Meeting on 5th September) 
The Chairman advised that the Auditor expressed his concerns because the 
RGT and PC comprise mainly of the same people.  If the RGT entered into a 
land exchange and something went wrong would the PC be liable, financially 
or legally, or if a contract was entered into by the VH Trust,  now or in the 
future, then could the PC or RGT be held liable in any way. As custodian 
trustees of the Village Hall the PC have to have oversight and approve the 
land exchange contract and, before the RGT and VHT sign, the PC and 
RGT need to ensure that the VH Trust have put in place sufficient insurance 
to cover all contingencies. 
 
The Chairman said he believed the PC had satisfied the concerns raised by 
the Auditor.  The RGT have been to lawyers specialising in charity law and 
all concerns raised have been dealt with. The PC, as custodian trustees of 
the Village Hall,  need to ensure they have oversight of any further contracts 
by the VHT and there is sufficient protection for the PC, in terms of insur-
ance,  on these contracts. The PC will not be proceeding with any further 
legal advice. 
 
Planning applications 
UTT/19/0021/FUL  Leggatts Farm, Debden Green 
One five bedroom house - No comments were made. 
UTT/18/1007/OP  land at Mill Road, Debden 
According to the website an Appeal has been lodged.  The Clerk has contacted UDC 
as the PC have not yet been notified. 
UTT/18/1706/FUL  36 houses on land west of Thaxted Road 
The latest drawings on the website show a pavement from the development to link up 
with pavement at the front of Highfields. The Chairman advised that it was pointed 
out in the PC's original response to the application that the verge in Thaxted Road is 
registered as common land with manorial rights but a letter will now be sent to ECC. 
 
The following have been approved, subject to conditions: 
UTT/18/3082/HHF Lovecotes Lodge, Debden Green 
Single storey rear extension 
UTT/18/3181/HHF Wychbars, Hamperden End 
Conversion of loft space of garage building 
 
Next meeting -will be on Wednesday, 6th March 8pm. In the Village Hall  
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IA N    A B R A M S 
 

CHARTERED ARCHITECT 
 

for a complete 
architectural service 

 
18 The Maltings                  

Station Road 
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN 

 
Tel : 01799 543533 
Fax: 01799 543653 

 
ian@abrams.uk.com 

 
www.ian-abrams-
architects.co.uk 

ComputerCare-SaffronWaldenAll 
types of PC support work undertaken 

 Problem solving 

 Broadband & Wireless 

 New system installation 

 Data recovery 

 Advice on new PC purchase 

 Tutoring 

 Home networking 

 Repairs & Upgrades 

We come to you! 
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others 

01799 520514  
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk                     
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

LEE GILDER 
 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR 

 

Interior and Exterior 
Free Quotations 

Fully Insured 
 

Contact: 
Tel. 01799 540561 

Mobile 07845 895698 
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NICK SHUTES 
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

LTD 
High quality interior and exterior 

redecoration  
Woodwork repairs and  

replacements  

Fascias, soffits and cladding 

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk 

01799 542385 
07885 778213 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 
Alun Design Consultancy                                                       
Email: info@alundesign.com 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Benten & Co 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Need Help With Your 

Trees?..... 
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to 

carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery 

Tree and Shrub Pruning 

Tree Removal 

Stump Removal 

Hedge Management 

Tree Planting 

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered 

For free advice and a written 

quotation call 

01799 520044 

Or visit our website 

www.mercertrees.co.uk 
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CONTACT 
NUMBERS 
Essex Police  101   non emergency  (15p 
per call) or 999 for Emergency 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge             01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540696                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..… 01799 521357    
Hill Street……...…  01799 528209     
London Road……   01799 523194  
New Road………….01799 521265   
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Mica Brown 01799 540395     
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO is open) 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
(Note new email address) 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 
 
 

Transport 
Train times …………….03457484950 
Ticket booking………… 0800  66566 
Stansted Airport………  08443351803 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
Village link buses 5 & 3..08457000333 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                             
Tennis (Richard Simmonds)S/W541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)   “     540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   “    541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 
District Councillor 
Tina Knight ……………..01799 540881 
MP for Uttlesford 
Kemi Badenoch..0207 2195214 
 

Parish Council Members 
Elisabeth Blackie ………. 01799 540528 
(Parish Pump, Public Transport, Airport ) 
Roger Forster …………..01799 541409 
(Chairman. Open Spaces, Children’s Play‐
ground, Allotments) 
Stewart Luck ………….  01799 540866 
Amie Roper ……………… 01799 541634 
(website update, publicity) 
Alicia Tetlow ……………. 01799 541897 
(Carver Barracks) 
Andrew Tetlow …………01799 541502 
(Finance, Planning and Village Hall) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
(Vice Chairman. Pavilion, Public rights of  
way) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk 
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EVENTS 2019 
 
March 
6th Ash Wednesday service 8pm Debden Church (p43) 
6th Parish Council Village Hall 8pm  
8th March Potato Challenge 7.30pm The Plough  
13th R4U Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm (p21) 
16th Gentlemen’s Brunch 11.30am The Plough (p22) 
18th Church Mice New Room Debden Church 10am (p31) 
20th District Councillor’s Surgery Village Hall from 2pm and 7pm (p21) 
23rd Bingo at the Plough 7.30pm (p5) 
27th Talk ‘Fakes & Forgeries’ Village Hall 8pm (P13) 
 
April 
3rd Parish Council Village Hall 8pm  
9th Lunch Club Village Hall from 12 noon (P7) 
10th Parish Assembly Village Hall 8pm  
23rd Internment of Ashes - Joan Taylor 2pm Church (p7) 
 
May 
2nd Parish and District Council elections  
5th Plant and Book stalls and tea Debden Church 2pm to 4pm (p4) 
22nd Talk ‘ Debden - Last 100 years’ Village Hall 8pm (P12) 
 

 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.               

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 

DEBDEN RESIDENTS FACEBOOK GROUP 

Are you a member of the Debden Facebook Group? There are 94 mem-
bers at present. If  it is to be a really useful way to communicate news of 
Debden events and activities, membership needs to be increased. Please 
consider joining, if you are on Facebook. 
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NEW PUMP EDITORS NEEDED 
Jan and I have completed our term as editors. If you want your 
magazine to continue, please get in touch (or persuade a 
friend to get in touch!) 

Tony Vernon 01371 830801 
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PROGRESSIVE SUPPER GUESTS ASSEMBLE AT THE PLOUGH 

DEBDEN POND IN SPRING Source: Hundred Parishes Society 


