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       DEBDEN     PARISH    COUNCIL

MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF  DEBDEN  PARISH  COUNCIL  HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY,

6TH MARCH, 2019 AT 8.00PM IN THE MEMORIAL HALL,  DEBDEN

Present: Cllr R. Forster (RF)   Chairman 

Cllr E. Blackie (EB)

Cllr S. Luck (SL) 

Cllr A. Tetlow (AliciaT)

Cllr S. Watson (SW)

In attendance:

Mrs. C. Griffin, Clerk. (CG)

Dist Cllr T. Knight (TK)

7 members of the public

19/126  Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Andrew Tetlow (private commitment) and Cty Cllr 

S. Walsh.

19/127  Declarations of Interests

To receive disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in items on the 

agenda

No interests were declared.

19/128   Public participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Members of the public are permitted to make representations, and give evidence

in respect of any item of business included on the agenda

The following issues were raised:

 The Village Hall require a letter from the Parish Council regarding ownership

of the Village Shop.  (The Chairman will deal with this)

 The minutes from previous years' are not available on the website. (The Clerk

explained that the website has been hacked several times recently, is now

being revised and contains current information. Archived information will be

added as soon as possible and she will contact the volunteer responsible)

 Reports for the Annual Assembly.  (It was confirmed these should be sent to

the Parish Clerk, cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk)

19/129 To receive Reports from District and County Councillors

No report from Cty Cllr Simon Walsh.

Dist Cllr Knight raised the following matters:

 I am still chasing the repair of potholes.  Could Walden Road be completely

resurfaced?
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The Chairman advised that last year Cllr Andrew Tetlow dug out the ditch and 

ECC  carried  out  an  investigation  of  the  drainage  system.   They  have  

now given us a plan and we understand a trench dug for services in the past 

has broken the drains. The necessary works should be included in the ECC  

budget of this financial year (year ending 31st March 2019).  ECC will be asked 

to mark the holes and carry out temporary repairs.

 The plan for the urban estate in Thaxted Road was refused and I would like to

thank the residents who worked with me for all their help.

 The motion to overturn the funding for  the all  weather  athletics  track  at

Carver Barracks was rejected.

 Cty Cllr Simon Walsh is following up the dangerous situation at Debden Green

crossroads and I have asked him to re-visit the site.

19/130  To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the Meeting

of the Council held on 6  th   February, 2019

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the Minutes as approved, subject to an

addition  to  item  19/119  (I  don't  think  the  PC  performs  correctly  according  to

Standing Orders) requested by SL.  It was agreed to refer to the recording.   **

Proposed:  EB Seconded: AliciaT  All agreed

19/131   To receive a report on the incident in the village on Saturday 23  rd   February

2019

The Chairman reported that a lady drove down Church Lane smashing two fences

through his archway and around his lawn, then back up Church Lane causing more

damage and finished up balanced on the pond wall.  A resident of School Cottages

reported to the Police who came very quickly and arrested the woman driver.   We

are currently progressing a claim.  The Clerk advised that she has now received an

acknowledgement  from  the  lady's  insurance  company  and  quotations  are  being

obtained for the necessary repairs.

The response received by the Chairman will be forwarded to our insurance broker,

Came & Co.,

19/132  To receive an update from the Parish Clerk

The Clerk reported that:

 ECC were contacted regarding the triangle in Deynes Road and I have now

been advised that I need to make an application to the Local Highways Panel.

The necessary form will be completed.

 Joanna Ludlow at ECC who came to the village concerning the “Where does

the water go” scheme has requested a progress report.  She will come back

again when requested.  An email will be sent to the residents who attended

the meeting requesting a progress report.

 The street light that was out of action in Thaxted Road was reported and is

now working

 Some  suspicious  packets  were  found  on  the  car  park.   The  Chairman

contacted the Police.
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 I  have  chased  Andrew Cooke  for  a  reply  to  the  letter  sent  regarding  the

common land on Thaxted Road.

 I have booked Wednesday 15th May for the Annual Meeting of the Council.

This will be the first meeting of the new Council.

 I attended the UDC Forum last week.  There was a presentation by the Police

and on the Elections on 2nd May.  I collected the nomination papers and these

must be returned to UDC by 4.00pm on 3rd April.  Clerks were advised that

once candidates have completed the nomination papers they should make an

appointment at UDC to take in the form and have it checked by UDC staff.

They should not be delivered by Parish Clerks in case any details are incorrect.

A list  of  nominations will  be received on 4th April.   Some time ago it was

estimated that the cost of a parish election would be in the region of £1,600.

 Last year a representative from Carver Barracks was invited to the Annual

Assembly.  As they do not receive the Parish Pump they may not be aware of

the date.   Tina Knight will speak to them and get back to the Clerk.

19/133  To consider making a donation to the First Responders

At the last meeting the resident who raised the funding for the Defibrillator cabinet

pointed out that the First Responders have to pay for their equipment and travelling

expenses.  A donation of £50 will be given from the defibrillator funding and the PC

were asked to match this.

It was proposed that a donation of £150.00 should be made to the First Responders

Proposed:  SL Seconded:  SW AT agreed

(EB proposed £100, seconded by RF)

19/134  To consider reserving a date for a training course for Councillors after the

May elections and topics to be covered.

In December quotations were obtained from EALC and LCPAS for holding a training

course in Debden.

Dates  were obtained from EALC and it  was agreed that the Clerk  should book a

training session on 24th July providing it is still  available.  Councillors will  need to

confirm which modules or topics they would like presented.

19/135  To review the Allotment contract and hiring charges and agree to carry out

the review in the Autumn in future

The contract together with prices had been circulated in advance of the meeting,

details as follows:

Hire charges, per annum, including water are currently:

Single plot   £25.00

Double plot  £40.00

Single plot (senior citizen)  £15.00

Double plot (senior citizen) £25.00

It was proposed that the hire fees should remain the same as last year:

Proposed:   AliciaT Seconded: EB All agreed
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The PC needs to ensure this review is undertaken earlier next year.

The Chairman proposed that, as funding is still available in this year's budget, a quote

is obtained for slicing the ivy at the bottom of the pine trees as one tree is leaning

badly following the recent high winds.

19/136   To consider holding a litter picking morning

It was felt that this should be done in February, therefore too late for this year.

19/137  To receive a report on the UDC Planning Committee Meeting held on 20  th

February 2019.

The Chairman reported that an insert was sent out with the Parish Pump so most

people will be aware the application was refused.   On 20th February the application

for the 36 houses on Thaxted Road was discussed at the UDC Planning Committee

meeting.  Seven people spoke against the application and the Planning Committee

refused the application unanimously.   The proposed development was rejected on

policy S7 which protects the countryside and they did not consider the proposal

suitable. 

The Chairman read the decision notice -

1. The proposed development would result in the urbanisation of open countryside,

thereby causing substantial harm to the rural character of the area in conflict with

Policy S7 of the Uttlesford Local Plan (adopted 2005) and the National Planning Policy

Framework (NPPF). In the context of paragraph 11 of the NPPF, this adverse effect

would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits of the proposal. 

2 The application does not include a mechanism, such as a S106 legal agreement, to

secure the following:-  Sufficient affordable  housing,  equating to 40% of  the total

number  of  dwellings-  Suitable  long-term  maintenance  arrangements  for  the

proposed sustainable drainage system (SuDS)The proposal therefore conflicts with

Policy  H9  and  Policy  GEN3  of  the  Uttlesford  Local  Plan  (adopted  2005)  and  the

National Planning Policy Framework  

Neither the landowner nor developer was present.  The architect did attend but his

support was weak. It was suggested to the architect that had the plan been for, say,

16 houses and a far more sustainable design, suitable for that location they would

have to consider it.   

The  other  point  made by the Planning Committee was  that  the plans  had been

submitted before any public consultation with the village took place and following

the meeting there was no attempt to contact the PC to discuss the concerns raised. 

19/138  To discuss planning applications received and any other planning issues

The following application has been received.  No comments submitted.

UTT/19/0245/OP Wigmores Farm, Debden Green

Outline application for two detached dwellings with associated private gardens, car

parking and landscaping.
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The following Appeal has been lodged:

APP/C1570/W/19/3221356 Henham House

Erection of one dwelling and detached garge on land adjacent to Henham House,

Henham Road.

The Clerk advised that she contacted UDC regarding the Appeal on land at Mill Road,

Debden but at the moment no date has been fixed.

19/139  To receive an update on the Accounts at the year end

The Clerk reported that the Deposit Account will have in excess of £33,000.00 at the

end of the financial year.  Bank statements have not yet been received and a VAT

claim is expected to be paid in before the year end.

The Accounts for the Annual Assembly will be prepared, but if the statements do not

arrive in time, they will be in draft form.

19/140 To approve Accounts for payment

It was proposed the that following payments should be approved:

Proposed:  AliciaT Seconded:  EB All agreed

C. Griffin £416.62      Net salary and expenses (February)

Ridgeons  £45.18  Posts for Allotments

Parish Pump £300.00  Annual subscription

19/141  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

141.1.  EB advised that at a recent Parish Pump meeting she reminded the Editors 

that in 2015 the PC was advised by the Head of Legal Services that they must not 

publish details of prospective candidates for the election because the PC financially 

supports the Parish Pump.

It was decided that the Parish Clerk should send an email to Simon Pugh stating “Can 

the Parish Pump, which is supported financially by the PC, carry information 

approved by the candidates, for the parish elections on 2nd May”.

19/142  Items for next agenda

Update on the Annual Assembly

Pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, it

was resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted

the public and press leave the meeting during consideration of the next item.

19/143 To receive a report on the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 19  th

February 2109.

Following the last meeting when EB, RF and AT agreed to serve on the Committee.

A meeting was held on 19th February and AT was elected Chairman.
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As AT was not present EB reported that the Clerk's Contract was reviewed, Terms of

Reference were approved and a Dignity at Work/Bullying and Harassment Policy was

adopted and circulated to all members.

19/143 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 3rd April, 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 10.00  pm

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 03.04.19.

**   Note

The request for an addition to be inserted under 19/130 was rejected after listening

to the recording.




