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T he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  
together the Church and Village magazines into 
a single publication to reflect the life and news of 

Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Parish   
Council and the Parochial Church Council and is           
distributed free to each home in the village by volun-
teers. Each published edition can also be viewed online 
at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. 
Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on      
articles coming from people in the village. The closing 
date for submitting content for publication is the 12th  of 
each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material        
received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of 
the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising rates per issue 

Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. An electronic 

copy of the advertisement should be sent to the Editors by email. Cheques 
should be made payable to “ Debden Parish Pump”. 

Editors 
Jan Crawley 
Tony Vernon 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Helen Tate treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

FRONT COVER:  
Richard Cawte, Chairman Village Hall Trust, addressing the  
Village Annual Assembly. (Mike Fairchild) 
Thanks to Jane Pearce for the photographs on the back page 
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From the Editor 
 
The parish council and district council elections surprised most of us, I sus-
pect. A 61% turnout for a Parish Council election is exceptional. As the fig-
ures on page 5 show, all those elected to the Parish Council received over 
200 votes. The Parish Council has provided a note of who does what to in-
clude in this month’s Pump (p35). Our new District Councillor, Stewart Luck, 
also gives his first report(p25). We wish them all good luck in their new roles. 
We look forward to their support for the two key village projects - the reopen-
ing of the shop and the new village hall. By the time you read this, you will 
have received more information about the new hall project at the Village As-
sembly. 
 
Help Fund the New Hall 
If you want to get behind the new hall project, then please vote in the Calor 
Community Fund (p4) and make a donation through Crowdfunding (p42) to 
meet the costs of water installations in the new hall. It won’t take you long! 
Voting for the Calor fund closes on June 17th, so you have not long to vote.  
We have only 340 votes at present (May 15th) and need many, many more. 
Have you cast your 10 votes for the project? 
 
Competition 
Don’t forget our competition on page14. The challenge is somewhat easier 
this month. Please let us have some entries! 
 
Events 
Events this month include the Quiz Night at Yuva in aid of Debden School 
(p13) on 6th June and the Debden Lunch Club in the Village Hall on 11tth 
June (p40). Make a note of the events to come in July and August (p42). I 
can recommend the Gentleman’s Brunch! 
Tony 
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LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS 
Debden & Wimbish - Uttlesford District Council 
There were five candidates for the Debden & Wimbish seat on Uttlesford  
District Council:- 
LUCK Stewart Charles         R4U                         307 Elected 
KNIGHT Tina Patricia       Conservative           245 
HARE Alison Sarah           Liberal Democrat    142 
GILDEA Edward Vernon   Green                        33 
DONOVAN Peter Richard Labour                       28 
 
44.47% of the electorate of 1709 voted. We take this opportunity to thank 
Tina Knight for her service on the District Council and her work on behalf of 
the village. She has made a huge contribution over the last 25 years. 
 
Debden Parish Council 
There were 14 candidates for the seven seats on Debden Parish Council:- 
GARDNER April Jane                     271  Elected 
WATSON Stephanie                       260  Elected 
DIGGINS Charlotte Liza                  250  Elected 
WALSH Stuart                                 228  Elected 
LINDSELL Brian Ra                         223  Elected 
BUNTING Clive Prior                       218  Elected 
O’BRIEN Jeanette Sylvia                 202  Elected 
LUCK Stewart Charles (R4U)           146 
FORSTER Roger Naden                  101 
PEARSON Janet Anne                     100 
BLACKIE Elisabeth                            98 
COLLINS Jane Caroline                     96 
MARSCHALL Christian                      64 
LEFEVER John Newman                   64 
 
61.39% of those eligible voted, an exceptional turnout. A more typical turn-
out for a local election is 25-40%. For photographs of the new councillors  
and their responsibilities, see page 35. 
 
Stephanie Watson was the only member of the former parish council to be 
re-elected. Roger Forster, Elisabeth Blackie and Stewart Luck lost their 
seats on the parish council, although Stewart had the consolation of secur-
ing the District Council seat.  
 
We thank those who have lost their seats for their contribution to village life. 
We also thank Andrew Tetlow and Alicia Tetlow who decided not to seek re-
election and Amy Roper who stepped down from the Parish Council some 
months ago. Tony Vernon 
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DEBDEN BROWNIES LEARN DECOUPAGE 
Debden Brownies had great fun learning the skill of decoupage when they 
decorated chairs ready for use when the new village shop opens. 

Karen Alexander with the Brownies in the shop 

HAVE YOU LOST A BRACELET? 
A bracelet was found in May in Deynes Road. Please telephone 01799 
541529 if you think it might be yours. 
 
NEW CHURCH WARDEN AT DEBDEN PARISH CHURCH 
Mica Brown has stepped down as one of two Church Wardens at Debden 
Parish Church after more than ten years in post. Ursula Lyons has been 
elected to serve in his place. Nina Manser will continue as a Church War-
den.  
The Parochial Church Council thanks Mica for his excellent service. He will 
remain on the Parochial Church Council and continue to help in many ways, 
particularly with the Church building and Churchyard. He will continue to 
open the Church every morning, so residents and visitors can enjoy the 
peace and beauty of our wonderful village church. 
Tony Vernon 
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FLEAS, TICKS AND OTHER CRAWLEY THINGS 
A vet’s year often follows a predictable path with regard to the ailments they 
treat; gastroenteritis from overindulgence at Christmas, chocolate poisoning 
at Easter and the arrival of Spring brings with it the first fleas. Every self- 
respecting dog or cat will have fleas at some point in their lives. It doesn’t 
mean your pet is dirty or unclean; it just means its blood tastes nice.  
 
There are many different species of flea and most of them can live on most 
species. They are a nuisance for a number of different reasons: they make 
your pet bite and scratch and can cause skin infections and allergies. They 
can also transmit tapeworms and even can cause anemia and here’s the 
scary bit, an adult flea can lay 50 eggs a day and up to 1500 eggs in her life-
time and the life cycle of the flea can be as short as 3 weeks in the warm 
weather. That’s a lot of fleas! 
 
It can be hard to see fleas; they’re only a couple of millimetres long and very 
quick but you might see flea dirts. These are basically flea poo and look like 
little black specks. One good way of checking for them is by doing the “wet 
paper test”. This involves getting a piece of wet white paper or kitchen roll, 
putting it next to your pet and rubbing its coat over it. If little black specks 
appear which then slowly turn red, these are flea dirts.  
 
There are a bewildering array of flea products on the market and it can be 
difficult to know which is effective. It’s important to know that supermarkets, 
pet stores and even pharmacies can’t sell products that are as effective as 
the ones you can buy from a vet. Flea collars, shampoos and sprays are 
now quite outdated. Most modern flea products are either ‘spot -on’ products 
which are drops you put on the back of your pet’s neck or palatable chews or 
tablets. 
 
The golden rules of flea control are:  
 
1. Get your flea control preparations from a vet.  
2. Treat all the animals in the house on the same day 
3. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions and repeat the treatment at the 

correct intervals. 
4. Treat the environment as well as the animals (but remember washing pet 

bedding doesn’t kill fleas, it just makes clean fleas) 
5. Don’t panic! 

 
And if you are still struggling, just book your pet in to one of our free nurse 
clinics and we’ll do the job for you. Anyone scratching? 
Ilse Pedler 
Mercer & Hughes 
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THANK YOU FROM TINA KNIGHT 
I would like to express my gratitude to all the people who helped me deliver leaflets, 
showed immense civility to me on the doorsteps when canvassing (the many cups of 
coffee certainly kept me going) and the truly amazing acts of kindness, both before 
and after the election; it has been truly humbling. 
 
It was obvious that many people were angry at the shenanigans at Westminster 
(weren’t we all!!)  Whilst a good number of people were able to distinguish between 
local Politics and National Politics it seemed this was the only way many people felt 
they could make their voices heard and who could blame them.   Sadly there were 
many extremely knowledgeable Councillors who had dedicated many years serving 
their local community who have fallen in the night of the long knives.  There will, obvi-
ously, be a honeymoon period which we can all enjoy but, sadly, I think there will be a 
lot of tilting at windmills!! 
 
Tang Ting and Debden & Wimbish Community Group and Current Projects 
I shall continue with my work for the Tang Ting Twinning Association and with the 
Debden & Wimbish Community Group that I set up and can confirm that all the ar-
rangements are in place for the outing on July 1st to Broxbourne for the river trip.  
There are a few seats still available so do ring my office (01799 540881) for more 
details if you are interested.  I confirm that all the projects and problems I am dealing 
with for local residents will be kept confidential and I will make sure that I sort them all 
out with the relevant Officers or County Council Departments and will not pass on any 
confidential information without checking with the people involved first. 
 
Letters, Cards and Flowers 
I am informed a great number of cards, letters and flowers have been received for 
which I truly am grateful.  I will write personally to the people concerned on my return.  
I should like to congratulate Alison Hare on running an ethical campaign and gaining 
so many votes first time out of the starting block – obviously a ‘Woman to Watch’.  As 
one door opens........on seeing the news that I may have some time on my hands (as 
if), I have been invited to join a rather prestigious committee which will be very excit-
ing and very rewarding, so how does it go, ‘Don’t cry for me Argentina!!!’ 
 
Thank you once again, it has been a real pleasure serving the community for the last 
25 years.  I have made many friends and met some amazing people.  I do hope I 
don’t lose touch with them. 
Tina Knight 
 
P.S.   
SCOUTS ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAY Sunday 23rd June 11am-3pm 
One last promise I made was to promote the Scouts Annual Family Fun Day to be 
held at the Carver Barracks Airfield on Sunday 23rd June between 11 am and 3 pm.  
Please contact Fiona Hutchings (07581 178707 or fiona.77h@hotmail.com) for further 
details.  Entry is free and they are looking for stall holders to add more interest to the 
day.  There will be no charge to the stallholders so whether it is a charity stall, a 
games stall or you just have things to sell – all will be welcome.  Look out for the Tang 
Ting stall, I shall probably be running it!!! 
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our 
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to 

chef’s daily specials 

Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries 

Events, parties and group meals catered 

Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month 

 

Opening hours:  

Tue: 5-11  

Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11  

Fri: 12-12  

Sat:12-11  

Sun:12-10 

 

Tel: (01799) 541899 

  E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com 
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DEALING WITH DEBDEN’S MESS 
Litter Picking 
Our 7 year old daughter, off her own back, decided 
she wanted to do a litter pick around the village. 
Armed with a plastic bag and gloves we walked 
from Highfields and up to the school. We did the 
path at the side of the school and then over to the 
recreation ground. That took about an hour and this 
is what we collected.  
Karen Denmark 
Dog Fouling 
Sadly it appears the problem of 
dog fouling is back with us. It's 
now almost impossible to go on a 
walk in the area without coming 
across piles of it, and usually in 
the middle of a footpath! This pic-
ture is of a path frequently used 
by children having a run around; 
how lovely for the parent having to 
clean this muck off their child's 
shoes.  
So please doggy walkers, do the 
right thing: Bag It & Bin It.  
Not only is it the law but us dog owners have a moral duty to ensure we don't 
spoil these lovely walks for others. Jane Pearce 
 

Debden Primary Academy 

QUIZ NIGHT & CURRY 

At Yuva 
£15 per person 

Contact School 01799 540302 

Proceeds to Outdoor Equipment 
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VOLUNTEERS’ WEEK 1st to 7th June 
Can you help? 
By the time the Pump comes out the new PC will have sat and decided on a Chair-
man so they will all be keen to get on with the formal tasks of running the parish. 
They are going to need volunteers to help in the village and do other jobs; it should 
not just be left to them. Flower tubs, bus shelters, litter bins, shop, benches  etc all 
need someone to do stuff with them. Also make sure they know who you are and 
what you are volunteering for. Don't assume that because you were doing it before 
that that information gets past on. Please Check! 
Stewart Luck 
 
BAG TO SCHOOL 
Tuesday 18th June 
Debden Primary Academy is organising a fundraising 
Bag2School textiles collection on Tuesday June 18th. Have a 
sort through your cupboards and wardrobes and donate un-
wanted textiles including adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes 
(tied together please), hats, belts, handbags, soft toys, curtains 
and towels (please refer to  
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect for a full list). Bags 
need to be dropped off at the school by 9am on the day of the collection. Thank you 
for your support 
Clare Samson 

SHOP UPDATE - REASONS FOR DELAY 
You will, no doubt, be wondering what is going on with the Village Shop and why it 
has not yet re-opened for business. The position is that Debden Community Shop 
Limited (a company limited by guarantee) was set up several months ago, and the 
first objective was to get the Post Office open again. Since then, with Karen Alexan-
der and a team of volunteers, much has been done to raise funds, line up suppliers 
and generally prepare the shop for trading. We should all be very grateful for the vol-
unteers and donors and for what has been achieved so far.  
 
Before trading can start again, there are a number of formalities to be completed and 
in particular documenting the terms on which the shop occupies the building which is 
on Village Hall Trust land. Due to the increasing number of Post Offices and shops 
located in village halls and similar premises throughout the country, nearly all of 
which are charities, the Charities Commission has issued clear guidance on the ar-
rangements which the Trustees of the Village Hall Trust are obliged to put in place. 
The whole issue of the land swap for the New Village Hall and what that means for 
the future of the shop building is an added complication.  
 
As soon as the arrangements with the Village Hall Trust have been settled and there 
is no other third party impediment to be dealt with, the shop team can put the remain-
ing necessary working capital funds in place, stock up and open for business. We all 
hope this will be soon.  
Arthur Davey 



15 

Debden Parish Pump    June 2019 

The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to dis-
cuss your requirements  

 

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

 Completion of your DIY jobs 
 Flat pack furniture construction 
 Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
 Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 11/2 miles from coast, enclosed 
south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

 
Carpet Cleaning &  

Stone floors, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean 
more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  
for expert help today. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 

DEBDEN  
TABLE TENNIS 

THURSDAY  
EVENINGS 

 

Brighten  up  your 
Thursdays  
 
Come  along  to  the  village  hall 
from  8pm  for  a  game  or  two  of 
table tennis.  
 
It  would  be  good  to  see  some 
more people joining in so why not 
just turn up and give  it a go.   You 
will be most welcome and will find 
it excellent exercise and good fun.  
Jim Watson  
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DEBDEN ACADEMY NEWS 
 
The Reverend John Saxon visited us recently and led 
some worship about doing our best.  He made us reflect 
on how our gifts and talents are not necessarily meas-
ured in exams, but to try our very best because then 
God will bestow blessings upon us. 

 
Easter Service  
Thank you to all parents who were able to 
join us for our Easter Service this morning 
where we enjoyed a thoughtful telling of the 
Easter story by our year 6 children a 
nd uplifting singing from the whole school.  
 
Thank you very much to Mrs Dawn Saxon 
for accompanying us on the organ.  
 
 

 
Skip2bfit Workshop  
On Monday 25th March we hosted a 
skipping workshop led by Skip2bfit. 
Each class participated in a session 
led by the Skip2bfit instructor. The 
children were told to skip for two 
minutes and the rope would count 
the number of skips. The skipping 
was accompanied by a timed track, 
providing some music and time 
prompts to encourage and inform 
along the way. They would then rest before completing another two minute skip. The 
idea of the second skip was to beat their ‘personal best’ the number of skips they 
achieved on their The focus was on each individual; fostering a sense of Growth Mind-
set, knowing that they could push themselves and achieve the next goal. The children 
and staff thoroughly enjoyed the day and we have seen many aspiring skipping experts 

since! Debden CE Primary Academy 
05/04/19 FODS have very generously 
funded a skipping kit bag containing 50 
ropes, a DVD, a CD containing the 
skipping track as well as motivation 
charts to record success and certifi-
cates to reward achievement. Teachers 
will now use this twice a term to com-
plete our own school Skip2bfit chal-
lenge. Thank you to everyone who 
purchased a rope; the school have 
received 6 free ropes for lunchtimes as 
commission.   
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Chicks 
Mrs Stoyle organised for some eggs to 
be delivered to Ducklings class for the 
start of the summer term, kindly funded 
by FODs. The eggs started to hatch on 
the first day and within the week, 8 
healthy chicks were pecking around 
their enclosure.  As well as all the cross-
curricular learning that was gained by 
Ducklings, every child in the school was 
able to visit the chicks during this excit-
ing time. 

 
£500 Forest School Grant 
The Stansted Airport Community Passenger Fund has 
awarded us £500 for replacing and updating our forest 
school equipment. A huge thank you to Mrs Dixon for 
making this grant application and enhancing our Forest 
School provision. 
 
Archery Tournament  
Having sailed through the regional heats, Debden 
was invited to the semi-finals of the archery tourna-
ment hosted by RAB. Ollie, Aaliyah, Rufus & Ellie 
competed and were placed 5th out of 8 teams. Mrs 
Wilson, who accompanied the children, was espe-
cially impressed with the conduct, behaviour and 
sportsmanship of our children. They were excellent 
ambassadors for Debden sport. 
 
Principal of JFAN Visit 

On Wednesday 1st May, Mr Duncan Roberts, the new 
principal of Joyce Frankland Academy came to intro-
duce himself to Kingfishers’ children and parents about 
their transition to secondary school.  He was a very in-
spirational speaker, painting a picture of what the next 
stage of their educational career could be like.  Our chil-
dren impressed him in return by their thoughtful ques-
tions. 
 
 

With best wishes, 
Mrs Fradd 
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 PLANT AND BOOK SALE IN DEBDEN CHURCH 
The plant and book sale at Debden Church brought in many residents as well 
as visitors from Saffron Walden and the surrounding villages. A total of over 
£1,150 was raised. Over 200 books were sold and the plant sale raised over 
£650. Refreshments contributed more than £200. Visitors also enjoyed music 
from a wind band from Bishops Stort-
ford and the children had the chance 
to make paper flowers.  
 
The Parochial Church Council would 
like to thank Hilary Davey (right), who 
organised the event, and all those 
who donated books and plants and 
cakes and helped on the day, as well 
as those who came and bought.  
 
It was good to see the Church full of 
people enjoying themselves and rais-
ing funds to keep the building in good 
order. 
Tony Vernon 
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Gentleman’s Brunch 
Saturday 6th July 2019 

11am Sharp 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

 

The Plough Debden 
 

Prosecco or Beer on arrival 
Full English Breakfast 

Inc. Toast & a Tea or Coffee 
Vegetarian Option 

 

£13.50 
 

To book your Place,  
Contact Richard or Val 

Telephone:‐ 01799 543 048 
e‐mail:‐ richard.rpc5@gmail.com 

 

Payment required in advance 
Early booking advisable 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
I write this as a completely new recruit to UDC.  As I don’t have lots to report  I am 
going to combine my reports this month into one for both parishes. Wimbish does 
not have a village magazine like the Parish Pump of Debden but the magazine of All 
Saints Church helps to keep people better informed and they have been kind 
enough to allow for an insert to be circulated. 
 
As you know it’s been interesting times in politics and to see five candidates put up 
for the election to the UDC Ward position was a surprise to me.  Were you sur-
prised? Some candidates I knew and some I didn’t.  
 
In the run up to the election while canvassing I was greeted on the doorsteps by 
many people and sometimes even complete families would chat. This was lovely 
because when I asked the question  - do you like living here? The resounding mes-
sage coming back to me was - YES its lovely and don’t you go changing it. There 
was however one gentleman who would not talk but in the brief exchange he  said 
he hated Wimbish because of the developments that had gone on. That makes me 
and him very sad because to hold a grudge for the rest of your life is bad for your 
mental health. I hope he reads this and reconsiders because looking outside sum-
mer is here and the sun still shines and kids play and life goes on. 
 
When pushed for specific likes and dislikes the common negative comment that resi-
dents make is of VEHICLES SPEEDING. Both villages and the Barracks suffer from 
this dangerous and ante-social behaviour so grow up and don’t do it!  Please start 
out earlier and plan your journey, it’s more relaxing that way and you will enjoy the 
ride. 
 
I have written to your outgoing Ward representative Cllr Tina Knight to thank her for 
the many years of service she has given to our communities in Wimbish, Carver 
Barracks and Debden. She has done a lot of good around the area and much further 
afield; I hope she will continue doing that by still being involved in community life in 
the future. 
 
 Alison Hare who is a generation younger than me stood for the first time and was 
rewarded with a credible number of votes. It was then nice to meet her at the Wim-
bish Parish Council meeting last week where she has volunteered to help.  
While giving people credits Mike Young at that meeting has stepped down as chair-
man of Wimbish PC and Ted Browne replaces him. Thank you both! Give them a 
wave and a smile when you see them out and about. 
 
 I believe that the common factor between us is the that we all care and are pre-
pared to get involved and use our skills and spare time constructively for our com-
munities. There are many of you out there doing similar good work so my thanks go 
to you as well.  For anyone feeling guilty please don’t wait to be invited to get in-
volved as there are lots of opportunities, enough for everyone. 
 
Next time I might bore you with a shopping list of problems but at the moment life is 
good, enjoy! You can contact me via my new e mail stewart.luck@residents4u.org  
Best wishes and thanks Stewart Luck 
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The Easter season in church comes to a close with Ascension Day (30 May 
this year) and then ten days later Pentecost (9 June).  These days respec-
tively mark the ascension of Jesus up to heaven and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to the disciples and what is now thought of as the birth of the church.  
For the inbetween days we find the disciples waiting in an upper room and 
meeting together and praying.  This is recorded for us in the beginning chap-
ter of the Acts of the Apostles.   
 
Three years ago, for the days between Ascension and Pentecost, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York encouraged the church to gather in 
groups, small or large, and as individuals to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’  You 
may recognise this phrase from the Lord’s Prayer and it has become the 
name of a global movement of prayer that happens every year at this time.  
We are carrying on from those original disciples and seeking the blessings of 
God’s Kingdom for our family, friends, community, nation and world. 
 
I thoroughly enjoy my work and feel privileged to have opportunity to pray 
with people.  Recently I was encouraged with answers to prayer for two peo-
ple. A few weeks ago I briefly prayed for one person who was considering a 
job move.  That person was really excited to tell me when we met some time 
later how a job vacancy was brought to their attention the very next day.  
The job was a significant promotion and had a large number of applications 
and a ‘very thorough’ interview process.  The person however, did sense a 
‘God given’ excitement for the job and a feeling of ‘rightness’ about the op-
portunity.  Being offered the position seemed like an answer to the prayer 
that was initially offered.  Another person I had prayed for in the context of 
our intercessions in a Sunday service testified to the peace and calm she 
had undergoing treatment at hospital.  On previous occasions, they had 
been very nervous and anxious for similar treatment but, as they believe, in 
answer to prayer, it was not the case this time. 
 
The church has offered before and I would like to offer again, we would 
gladly include any needs in our prayers during services or if preferred more 
privately.  Please contact me or someone you may know from church and 
share your concerns and requests.  We need to respect privacy so please 
only make requests on your own behalf or with permission.  
 
In this season of Ascension and Pentecost I invite you to join with us in our 
hope for a better world and pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’  Praying the Lord’s 
prayer everyday is a good start. 
Every blessing Revd John Saxon 

Debden Church Letter 
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Come and celebrate 

Debden Church 

 Summer Barbecue and 
Games for all ages 

Bouncy Castle and Treasure Hunt 

Saturday August 31st 2019 

12pm - 2.30pm in Debden church 
grounds 

An Event for All the Family 

CHURCH MICE 
Church Mice will meet in the New Room at Debden 

Church on Monday 1st of July from 10am to 11.30am 
 

They will be joined by the Reception Class from  
Debden Academy. Parents, carers and toddlers all 

welcome 
Contact Ursula Lyons for more information 01799 543164 
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News from Debden  
            Pentecostal Church 

We were delighted to 
have our Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) 
missionaries, Carol and 
Ginny, unexpectedly 
able to pay us a visit to 
update us with the cur-
rent unrest in their area 
of the country. They do 
considerable work in the 
prisons, both in helping 
provide food and basic shelter alongside teaching the good 
news of Jesus.  Some prisons are now so crammed that the 
prisoners have to try to sleep standing up.  Armed robberies 
are on the increase and, to our utter shock, cannibalism is 
again occurring in their area of operation. As well as the pris-
ons there are many other ways they are helping to meet needs 
and share the love of Je-

sus.  We were all 
deeply moved and 
challenged by what 

we heard.  

These brave ladies 
hope to be back out 

in DRC from the begin-
ning of June and as 

a church we continue to pray for them and all of the lives that 
they are touching. 

God Bless 

Simon Gale 
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 Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

 

 

 

 

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 

Weekly Programme  

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 
There will be a Sunday Evening service on 
the 16th June at 6.30pm 

Wednesday 

 

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 
10.15 to 11.45, everyone welcome!          

Special note  

 

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church. 

Coffee Morning 
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee morning 

for a cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit  and a 
friendly chat with others from the village?  

Sunday 16th June 
Sue Johnson’s May visit was postponed but we are delighted 
to have her giving us a talk on the evening of the 16th June.  
Sue is very well known to us and is the minister of the Baptist 
Church in Great Sampford.  
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE  

IN  

PARISH PUMP? 
This space is available 

It would cost you £12 per month 

10% Discount for full year of 11 issues 

Contact Editors@theparishpump.org for details 
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OVER 70 RESIDENTS ATTEND VILLAGE ASSEMBLY 
The annual village assembly on 15th May attracted over 70 residents, an exceptional 
turn-out. The assembly followed the first meeting of the newly elected Parish Council. 
Stuart Walsh was elected Chairman and Stephanie Watson Vice-Chairman, a role 
she had fulfilled for the previous council. The Councillors, pictured opposite, were 
each allocated a range of responsibilities. We welcome Charlotte Diggins as the new 
Parish Pump Group member. The Council will continue to meet on the first Wednes-
day of every month. 
 
The Village Assembly was advised that the receipts and payments accounts for the 
year to 31st March 2019 were available on the village website. Income was £19,472 
and total expenditure £16,763. The Parish Council had £34,647 in the bank at the 
31st March. 
 
Reports were received from the army at Carver Barracks, the County Councillor, 
Simon Walsh, our new District Councillor, Stewart Luck, and the Chairman of the 
Village Hall Trust, Richard Cawte. Plans for the new village hall were on display. 
Richard asked residents to let him have any comments, which would be taken into 
account by the Village Hall Trustees, when plans were finalised. It was expected that 
an application for planning permission would go ahead shortly. 
 
The Carver Barracks representative noted that there were now three units based at 
the barracks all concerned with explosive ordnance disposal and search. The units 
provided support to other bomb disposal groups around the country and overseas. 
He confirmed that residents were welcome to use the airfield as long as the red flag 
was not flying - about 20 groups now used the facility. Plans were going ahead for 
the sports village. 
 
Our County Councillor noted that grants from central government to Essex County 
Council were reducing every year - by £60 m in the current year and £75m the follow-
ing year. The total budget was about £1bn. The Council had created 3000 new 
school places and he hoped we had noticed the road improvements. The next area 
to tackle was pavements! Ofsted had given the Council an outstanding rating for Chil-
dren’s services. 
 
Stewart Luck reminded residents that he represented residents in Wimbish (468 elec-
torate), Carver Barracks (578 electorate) as well as Debden (663 electorate). He had 
been receiving training in his new 
duties, including a briefing n the 
Stansted airport planning application.  
 
The meeting also discussed foot-
paths. New Parish Councillors Brian 
Lindsell and Clive Bunting agreed to 
lead on plans to sort out footpath 
issues. Volunteers would be needed. 
Tony Vernon 
 
Simon Walsh addressing the Assembly 
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IA N    A B R A M S 
 

CHARTERED ARCHITECT 
 

for a complete 
architectural service 

 
18 The Maltings                  

Station Road 
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN 

 
Tel : 01799 543533 
Fax: 01799 543653 

 
ian@abrams.uk.com 

 
www.ian-abrams-
architects.co.uk 

ComputerCare-SaffronWalden 
All types of PC support work undertaken 

 Problem solving 

 Broadband & Wireless 

 New system installation 

 Data recovery 

 Advice on new PC purchase 

 Tutoring 

 Home networking 

 Repairs & Upgrades 

We come to you! 
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others 

01799 520514  
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk                     
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

A J Pest Control Ltd 
Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 
Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, 
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squir-

rels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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NICK SHUTES 
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

LTD 
High quality interior and exterior 

redecoration  
Woodwork repairs and  

replacements  

Fascias, soffits and cladding 

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk 

01799 542385 
07885 778213 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 
Alun Design Consultancy                                                       
Email: info@alundesign.com 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Benten & Co 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Need Help With Your 

Trees?..... 
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to 

carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery 

Tree and Shrub Pruning 

Tree Removal 

Stump Removal 

Hedge Management 

Tree Planting 

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered 

For free advice and a written 

quotation call 

01799 520044 

Or visit our website 

www.mercertrees.co.uk 
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Letter 
ELECTION: ‘Time for change’ message gets though 
The result of the parish council election in Debden was remarkable in sev-
eral ways. It was one of the few contested parish elections in Uttlesford with 
an impressive 61% turnout, and resulted in the election of a totally new 
council (with one former member of the last council re-elected) – even more 
of an election ‘tsunami’ than the one in the district council election. 
 
Nothing could signal more clearly the appropriateness of the campaign slo-
gan of the seven successful candidates: “Time for a change”. The unofficial 
celebration in a packed Plough a few hours after the result was announced 
was as much a collective sigh of relief as a big hurrah.  
 
Congratulations to the ‘magnificent seven’ as they’ve been dubbed: Char-
lotte Diggins, Jeanette O’Brien, Brian Lindsell, Clive Bunting, April Gardner, 
Steph Watson and Stuart Walsh for an impressive campaign and, more im-
portantly, the promise of a proactive approach to community projects, not 
least the building of a new village hall and the sweeping away of obstacles 
that have stood in the way of this project for too long. Just one challenge 
remains, the small matter of raising the rest of the money to build the hall. If 
the community support fundraising with the same determination they dem-
onstrated in the polling booth, we’ll easily rise to that challenge. 
 
Let’s now move forward in a new spirit of co-operation and give our new 
parish councillors our unreserved support, not least by our attendance at, 
and participation in, council meetings, which they promise to make more 
relevant and enjoyable. They will need time to settle in to their new respon-
sibilities, made easier by the fact that three have previously served as  
Debden parish councillors and all have a track record of serving the com-
munity.  
 
Time for a change also rang true in the district council elections with Stewart 
Luck, a former parish councillor, becoming the new representative for Deb-
den and Wimbish. Things are looking up in Debden! 
 Mike Fairchild 
Resident and Chairman of Debden New Village Hall Group 

LUNCH CLUB 11th June 

The next meeting of the Lunch Club will take place in the Vil-
lage Hall on Tuesday 11th June from 12 noon. Please phone 
Nina Manser to book a place on 01799 541 863. Two course 
hot lunch plus tea or coffee £5. 
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CONTACT 
NUMBERS 
Essex Police  101   non emergency  (15p 
per call) or 999 for Emergency 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge             01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540696                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..… 01799 521357    
Hill Street……...…  01799 528209     
London Road……   01799 523194  
New Road………….01799 521265   
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO is open) 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
(Note new email address) 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 
 
 

Transport 
Train times …………….03457484950 
Ticket booking………… 0800  66566 
Stansted Airport………  08443351803 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
Village link buses 6 & 13..01440704583 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                             
Tennis (Richard Simmonds)S/W541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)   “     540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   “    541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
MP for Uttlesford 
Kemi Badenoch………….0207 2195214 
 

Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
April Gardner……………..01799 542569 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 540721 
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk 



42 

Debden Parish Pump    June 2019 

 

EVENTS 2019 
June 
1st to 7th Volunteer Week p14 
5th Parish Council 8pm Village Hall 
6th Debden Academy Quiz Night p12 
11th Lunch Club at Village Hall - to book a place phone 
              01799 541863 p40 
18th Bag2School p14 
23rd Scouts’ Family Fun Day Carver Barracks p9 
July 
1st Church Mice New Room Debden Church 10am p 27 
6th Gentlemen’s Brunch 11am Plough p24 
August 
31st Barbecue and Games, Debden Church and Churchyard 
12noon to 2.30pm p27 

HELP FUND WATER 
INSTALLATION SERVICES 
FOR NEW HALL 
The Village Hall has opened a Crowdfund 
account . The aim is to raise £3,500 towards 
the water services for the new hall. The total 
coat will be about £8,500, if we can get £5,000 
from Calor (see page 4).Go to  

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/debden‐new‐village‐hall   
Editor’s Comment: it is very simple to donate ‐ I have just done so! Please 
give what you can 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.               

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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TRADITIONAL GOOD FRIDAY WALK 
Every Good Friday members of the congregations of the Parish Church and the 
Pentecostal Church get together to walk from the Parish Church to the Pentecostal 
Church to commemorate Christ’s walk along the Via Dolorosa to the site of his cruci-
fixion. On route portions of scripture are read, Good Friday hymns are sung and 
prayers are said.  
Our photograph shows some of the walkers outside the Pentecostal Church for the 
final prayers, before entering the Church for coffee and hot cross buns 
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J
u

n
e 2019 

FLOWERS IN DEBDEN 
Wild flowers growing close to farmed fields is said to be a sign of good farming. So a 
shout-out to those local farmers for a great job caring about the environment as 
there are quite a variety of flowers throughout the year which are a delight to the eye 
when out walking near our fields. My favourite is the exquisite Sweet Violet with its 
lovely scent (you'll need to get on your knees!) and sometimes you see them grow-
ing alongside butter-yellow Cowslips, beautifully complimenting each other. Mother 
Nature is a very clever gardener! 
We are also lucky to have some fine plants visible in gardens by the road like the 
tree peony (Bottom left) and the cherry below. 
Jane Pearce 
 
 


