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T he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  
together the Church and Village magazines into 
a single publication to reflect the life and news of 

Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Parish   
Council and the Parochial Church Council and is           
distributed free to each home in the village by volun-
teers. Each published edition can also be viewed online 
at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. 
Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on      
articles coming from people in the village. The closing 
date for submitting content for publication is the 12th  of 
each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material        
received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of 
the editors. 

Contacts 

 
 

Advertising rates per issue 

Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. An electronic 

copy of the advertisement should be sent to the Editors by email. Cheques 

Editors 
Jan Crawley 
Tony Vernon 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Helen Tate treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 
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From the Editor 
 
It is good to learn that the Village Fete has been revived. It will be a joint 
venture between the Parish Church and the Parish Council.  It will take place 
on the Recreation Ground from 11am till 4pm on Saturday 31st August (p22) 
 
Also on the same weekend, on Sunday 1st September, Brian Lindsell is or-
ganising another Debdencycle in aid of the Felix Fund for injured soldiers 
from Carver Barracks (p43). All the £20 entry fee will go to the Felix Fund. 
Brian also needs some volunteers to help - so please get in touch with him. 
 
There are some interesting events in July. A second Gentleman’s Brunch 
takes place at the Plough on 6th July (p24)- it is an enjoyable  
occasion. The Lunch Club, which is growing in popularity, will be open in the 
village hall from 12 noon on 9th July (p4) and the Potato Competition judge-
ment day is on Saturday 20th July (p9). If you are interested in raising funds 
for a new football pitch in Saffron Walden, enjoy a curry night ay Yuva on 
24th July(p23) 
 
I am also pleased to tell you we have had some entries for our competition 
to win a £50 voucher courtesy of the History Recorders. Send your answers 
for this month’s competition to editors@theparishpump.org (p5) - it looks 
quite easy to me! 
 
Finally I am delighted to let you all know we have two new editors for Parish 
Pump. Kathy Brown and Marion Bamfield will be taking over from Jan and I 
in the next few months. Jan and I have enjoyed our time as Editors, but think 
four years enough. Thank you Kathy and Marion for ‘volunteering’. 
Tony 
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CHURCH MICE 

Church Mice will meet in the New Room at Debden 
Church on Monday 1st of July from 10am to 11.30am 

 
They will be joined by the Reception Class from  

Debden Academy. Parents, carers and toddlers all 
welcome 

Contact Ursula Lyons for more information 01799 543164 

RECORD NUMBERS AT DEBDEN LUNCH CLUB 
A sincere thank you to all who came to the second Debden Lunch Club on Tuesday 
11th June; there were 24 attendees in all and we enjoyed a good time together as 
well as plenty of chat! If you have never been before, do come and join us for a sim-
ple 2-course hot lunch, followed by tea or coffee, for £5. The next Lunch Club will be 
on Tuesday 9th July from 12.00 to 2.00pm in the Village Hall. Please ring Nina on 
01799-541863 to book a place, and inform her of any dietary requirements. The at-
tached photo shows the group of valiant helpers who cooked and served the meals 
this time. Nina Manser 
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COMPETITION TIME 

Do you recognise this building?  

Send your entry to:  
editors@theparishpump.org  
for a chance to win the £50 voucher  
courtesy of the Debden History Recorders 

Above is the picture from which last month’s fragment was taken. 
The fragment showed a section of the building to the right of the pho-
tograph. The New Room at Debden Church was built to commemo-
rate the 2000th anniversary of the birth of Christ. Edward Tetlow 
used his forklift truck to put the pinnacles on the corners. 

We had two correct entries for the June competition - Gillian Tetlow 
and Paula Winter. Their names will go into the hat for the end-of-year 
draw to win the £50 voucher. If you want a chance to win, send in 
your entry this month. 
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THANK YOU FROM TINA KNIGHT 
I would like to thank the people who have congratulated me on my recent appoint-
ment as CBW Liaison Officer and to notify everyone of the expected modus  oper-
andi. for the future.  This was most unexpected and a great honour which I hope to 
live up to.  The Commanding Officer has written a letter confirming that, as the bar-
racks liaison, they will expect all future military requests and business to come 
through me.  If you need to contact me please ring 01799 540881 or email 
tpk@nighthawk.co.uk  
 
Debden & Wimbish Community Group 
I will be continuing with the Debden & Wimbish Community Group that I established.  
Please keep an eye open for future events.  (I am always happy to hear if there is a 
special event anyone would like to be considered.)  The Good Companions will have 
been on their river trip by now so I look forward to sending details of their day out, 
which I understand was very enjoyable.  Same contact details as above. 
 
Tang Ting 
Due to some volunteers either retiring or 
moving out of the area, we would like to 
know if there are any people out there who 
would like to become involved in this.  One 
area is working on our website as the gentle-
man who ran this for us has moved; this is 
not an onerous job, really just updating infor-
mation.  If anybody is interested in visiting 
Nepal we can offer a great deal of informa-
tion and contacts plus we often visit in No-
vember which would include visiting Tang 
Ting and all our Nepalese friends there.  
Email info@tangting.org. 
 
Thank you to Councillor Luck 
I was surprised to read the kind words from 
Cllr Luck in his recent letter as, unfortunately, 
no letter was received from him.  As the post 
is obviously not reliable, I should be grateful, 
therefore, if you could  send my congratula-
tions to him via your publication. 
Tina Knight 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

After 20 plus years of burst tyres, broken suspension and chipped paint-
work they have changed Walden Road from being the worst road in Essex 
to being the best road in Essex. 
What’s the betting on how long it takes before somebody digs it up? 
Ian Lennox 
Debden Green 
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CARVER BARRACKS HONOURS TINA KNIGHT 
At the recent ‘Turning of the Turf’ Ceremony in preparation for the £1.23m Commu-
nity Covenant Sports Facility planned to be constructed in 2019/20, former District 
Councillor Tina Knight was given the honour of turning the turf.  This was followed by 
a celebratory lunch in the Officers’ Mess where she was awarded a Commendation 
and given a formal citation appointing her as the official Liaison Officer for the Bar-
racks.  In this position she will act as the conduit between members of the public, the 
barracks and Uttlesford District Council. 
 
Said Commanding Officer, Col. George Cormack “Tina is a staunch and unfaltering 
supporter of the military and with her dogged determination and unremitting loyalty 
we know we can achieve many more successes”.  Capt. Dale, who worked closely 
with Tina on securing funds for the Sports Project said “I look forward to working on 
projects with Tina in the future”. 
 
During her time as the District Councillor for the Barracks over the past 16 years, 
Tina has not only helped secure funds for the Sports Facility, but has supported more 
than 1000 soldiers, raising awareness and funds to support the wounded, military 
families with housing and school transport, and ensured the airfield events necessary 
for raising revenue continue but cause the least distress to neighbours.  She contin-
ues this support with her role as President of the Tang Ting Twinning Association 
which supports the Nepalese soldiers and Officers 
Siobhan Farley, Carver Barracks 
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JUDGEMENT DAY FOR POTATO COMPETITION 
Saturday 20th July 
The potato judging route has been announced and all supporters are welcome to join 
the judges and competitors as they wend their way (later in the day its much more wob-
bly wending) around the village. 
 
In the morning we will be touring the outlying competitors from 1030 arriving back in the 
village at Smith’s Green at 1320 at Alan and Margret Hynes. We then head up Thaxted 
Road to Jane Luck by 1415 then through the garden to the rear footpath and onto Mike 
and Pat Fairchild’s at 1445 for our regular “long stop” and refuel with their legendary 
hospitality. 
 
Then back to the road and onto to the Plough, for the first time, at 1600 via Highfields. 
We leave the Plough 1630 and take the long walk to Ray and Trudie Tagert’s. Finally 
we wander off up the High Street taking in the remainder of the competitors by 1700. 
 
We return to the Plough at 1900 for the results and the fabulous prize giving including 
the much desired “Mr Potato Head” awarded for the least weight of potatoes recorded. 
 
This year Liz and Chris at the Plough are holding a beer festival and BBQ so it will be 
well worth a visit. We hope to see you along the route or at the Plough. 
Brad Bamfield 
Head Judge and custodian of the coveted clipboard 
 
 

GREEN MAN AT THRIPLOW 
Good Food, Good Company and Good Booze 
Once again, we have found a gem of a pub, The Green Man at Thriplow. For those not 
sure of how to get there, go to the Imperial War Museum at Duxford and follow the A 
505 towards Royston, turn right, signed Thriplow, go to the end of the road in Thriplow 
and turn left, the pub is on the left 200 yds down the road. 
 
The Green Man is a Community Owned Free House with an extensive Tapas menu as 
well as what I call a proper menu. I had a fresh fish dish which was great, but like most 
fish dishes, not enough for me, but made up for by a delicious desert. Others in our 
party tried out the tapas and had a wonderful selection which was first class. The ale 
selection and wine list were extensive, the ale was in first class condition.  
 
The pub was busy, mid-week lunchtime, but the service was good and because it was 
a nice warm day a lot of people were sitting outside in front of the pub. The pub has a 
small car park but there is ample parking on the road outside in both directions. Prices 
were reasonable but once again do book in advance to secure your place, so that you 
are not disappointed. 
 
The Green Man, 2 Lower Street, Thriplow, SG8 7RJ. 
Telephone: 01763 208 855 www.thegreenmanthriplow.co.uk 
The Steaming Gourmet 
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our 
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to 

chef’s daily specials 

Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries 

Events, parties and group meals catered 

Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month 

 

Opening hours:  

Tue: 5-11  

Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11  

Fri: 12-12  

Sat:12-11  

Sun:12-10 

 

Tel: (01799) 541899 

  E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com 
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REPORT FROM OUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Its does not seem long since the last report I made at the Village Assembly. Unfortu-
nately, I had to send apologies for my absence for my first UDC meeting of UDC 
where officers were elected as I was on holiday but being a back bencher, I was not 
missing much. I have however been busy because UDC staff have arranged many 
briefings by legal council and training sessions on topics such as Scrutiny and Gov-
ernance Audit and Process (GAP).  
 
Stansted Airport Expansion 
The BIG issues still not sorted out yet are the proposed expansion of Stansted airport 
taking the passenger numbers up to 43 million per annum. It’s not quite as simple as 
that but you can check the planning application on the UDC website if you require 
more detail. We UDC members have all sorts of people giving us official advice, QCs 
on one hand and SSE etc on the other with me feeling piggy in the middle. I have to 
take in all the things that are relevant to this application and represent ALL of you 
when the time comes to vote. Factors that are being raised are lack of infrastructure 
to handle the extra passengers, the roads are reaching capacity as are the railways 
and investment in my view is needed BEFORE 43 million people show up. It would 
also seem we have an ecological crisis to deal with as a priority and we MUST re-
duce our carbon footprint. Clearly the airports policy of passengers being encouraged 
to use public transport is appropriate. It works for Debden with its excellent bus ser-
vice but not elsewhere in Uttlesford. 
 
The important ECM of UDC to vote on the matter should have been on 3rd June but 
to give more time for Councillors to take in all relevant information and receive YOUR 
views the ECM is now scheduled for 28th June. This report is going to be a bit late for 
you to respond in time for 28th June but I would still like to hear your ideas on how I 
should have voted and hope they are aligned. 
 
Local Plan 
The other BIG issue that you perhaps elected me to deal with is the UDC Local Plan 
which is years overdue now. If it is not ratified soon central government might take 
over the responsibility for future planning and we can only guess the outcome. The 
draft plan is now with the inspectors and the members that I talk to seem to think it is 
best to let it go through as submitted by our predecessors. We are advised that this 
can be updated over its lifetime or even new plans submitted prior to any future 
deadlines Government imposes. FYI this week some Coucillorss not exactly happy 
with the present plan did suggest that instead of the proposed new towns at Great 
Chesterford and West of Gt Dunmow that the old airfield at Debden could be a suit-
able alternative site. I don’t think you need worry as it was quickly explained that the 
MOD don’t know when they will leave Carver Barracks so planning around that is 
impossible. 
 
Sports Facility at Carver Barracks 
The new athletics track has got the go ahead at Carver Barracks and work has com-
menced. I was pleased to meet Captain Jack Grylls at the Parish Council meeting in 
Wimbish who was able to update us on that and confirm that many clubs are ex-
pected to be able to make arrangements to use it.  
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Sports Facility at Carver Barracks (Continued) 
Tina Knight also attended that meeting and explained what she thought is her role as 
described in the recent newspaper report as a Civilian Liaison officer for Carver Bar-
racks. I am pleased she has also stated she will continue helping in the village on 
Tang Ting along with all the other volunteers.  
 
!Attendance at Parish Council 
I was pleased to see some residents turning up to participate in the Parish Council 
meeting this month as this is your way of making the difference to what goes on. The 
public get 15 minutes to make their case please use it. It’s important that the PC are 
then allowed to conduct the business of the meeting without interruptions.  
 
Speeding 
As mentioned previously Speeding in both villages is seen as a problem. I would sug-
gest Debden & Wimbish work together to lobby the police and our ECC Councillor to 
enforce the present laws and introduce new speed reduction measures where re-
quired. On the doorsteps you told me to see if I could deal with speeding vehicles. It 
would help if all the Speedwatch Team attend the next Parish Council meeting to re-
port and influence the Debden Councillors.  SPEEDING and SPEED LIMITS should go 
on the agenda for the next meeting and make it an action point for the police and ECC 
to deal with and then make sure they do. You wont let me down will you! 
Stewart Luck 

POST OFFICE AND SHOP UPDATE 
 
 

I would like to thank Dawn 
Webb for two of her lovely 
hanging baskets that she 
has very kindly donated to 
the shop. 
 
Please also note the revised 
post office opening hours, 
which are now. 
 
Monday 9-12 
Tuesday 9-12 
Thursday 9-12 
 
 Kind regards 
Karen Alexander  
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS - An Alternative View 

I wish to rectify and/or comment on some of the statements made by both Tony 
Vernon and Mike Fairchild about the results of the recent election. I have been much 
surprised and somewhat disappointed by the way that the election of a new  Parish 
Council has been greeted in the June Pump with much rejoicing accompanied by 
several misleading quotations of unprecedented turnouts at the ballot box. 
 
Tony Vernon wrote: “The parish council and district council elections surprised most 
of us.  A 61% turnout for a Parish Council election is exceptional - a more typical 
turnout for a local election is 25-40%” This is not true for Debden.  The 2015 election 
turnout was 73.7%. Tony also stated: “all those elected to the Parish Council re-
ceived over 200 votes” In 2015 all those elected received more than 220 votes. He 
continued: “The annual village assembly on 15th May attracted over 70 residents, an 
exceptional turn-out”. My sources suggest the turnout was about 40 as in 2015. 
 
Mike Fairchild wrote “Congratulations to the ‘magnificent 7’ for an impressive cam-
paign and, more importantly, the promise of a proactive approach to community pro-
jects, not least the building of a new village hall and the sweeping away of obstacles 
that have stood in the way of this project for too long”…“Just one challenge remains, 
the small matter of raising the rest of the money to build the hall. If the community 
support fundraising with the same determination they demonstrated in the polling 
booth, we’ll easily rise to that challenge.” 
 
No acknowledgement of the previous Parish Councillors as Recreation Ground Trus-
tees was made for their efforts to progress the new Village Hall project. i.e. persuad-
ing the Charity Commission that the land exchange is in the best interests of both the 
Village Hall Trust and the Recreation Ground Trust and the contribution of the RGT 
and PC to the Mediation process that ensured the retention of the MOD grant.  In 
addition the laborious process of putting together a contract for the land exchange 
was not acknowledged.  This would have been signed almost a year ago had the 
Charity Commission not made it a condition that a commercial agreement should be 
drawn up between the VHT and the new shop. The delay, therefore, is nothing to do 
with the PC or the RGT.  
 
In consideration of the fact that only limited efforts have been made to raise funds 
during the last two years since the Mediation agreement, I do not hold out much hope 
that the extra £400,000 needed to build the new village hall is going to be achieved 
any time soon!  
 
I would like to extend my most sincere thanks to our Parish Clerk, Chris Griffin, 
whose expert help and steadfast encouragement allowed the majority of councillors 
to overcome the behaviour of one fellow councillor who made attending council meet-
ings a very unpleasant experience for everybody. No wonder the new regime felt it 
was “Time for change”.  
 
Finally, many congratulations to our former District Councillor Tina Knight for her 
unprecedented appointment by Carver Barracks as the first civilian Liaison Officer to 
act as a conduit between members of the public, the Barracks and UDC. Debden 
must be very proud! Elisabeth Blackie 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to dis-
cuss your requirements  

 

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 



16 

Debden Parish Pump    July 2019 

 

 



17 

Debden Parish Pump    July 2019 

Richard P Cawte F IDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  

difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 11/2 miles from coast, enclosed 
south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

 
Carpet Cleaning &  

Stone floors, Upholstery, Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean 
more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  
for expert help today. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 

DEBDEN  
TABLE TENNIS 

THURSDAY  
EVENINGS 

 

Brighten  up  your 
Thursdays  
 
Come  along  to  the  village  hall 
from  8pm  for  a  game  or  two  of 
table tennis.  
 
It  would  be  good  to  see  some 
more people joining in so why not 
just turn up and give  it a go.   You 
will be most welcome and will find 
it excellent exercise and good fun.  
Jim Watson  
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OLD DOGS - How to cope? 
Some of you may know I have a small brown dog called Broccoli ( long story) and 
he’s now nearly 18years old, so I thought I’d share with you some of my experiences 
of living with an elderly dog. 
 

1. Is it deafness or is it selective hearing? In my experience it’s a fine line 
and in the early stages it definitely seems more convenient to ignore the 
commands of ‘come,’ ‘stay,’ or ‘get away from that fox poo or I’ll kill you.’ 
However as time progresses it does become more obvious that the deaf-
ness is real and in the end you feel you are shouting everything including 
’GOOD BOY’ much to the alarm of fellow dog walkers. However deafness 
does have its advantages too; Broccoli used to be terrified of fireworks 
but now he sleeps through them. 

2. Old dogs don’t have to go for a walk. It often surprises me how upset an 
owner gets when their elderly dogs don’t want to leave the house, some-
times I almost say ‘he’s a 105, he wants to sit in an armchair watching 
Cash in the Attic with a cup of tea and a copy of Sporting Life! Broccoli 
chooses his own walks these days, sometimes 15 minutes, sometimes 30 
and sometimes he sniffs the air from the back door and goes back inside 
and turns the TV on. 

3. Equipment for elderly dogs. Invest in as many sample carpet squares as 
possible, older dogs find it increasingly difficult to get up on wood or lami-
nate floors. However do make sure the squares don’t slip either, One 
client told me that they thought they’d done a great job until they called 
their dog into the kitchen and watched it set foot on the first square and 
skate slowly across the floor revolving majestically as it went! I have also 
invested in a dog whistle – see point 1 and (don’t laugh) a dog rucksack 
to carry Broccoli on longer walks, because of course as in point 2, I am 
still an owner and still obsessed with wanting my dog to go for a walk, 
actually it is more to do with us still wanting to go for long walks on holi-
day. As Broccoli only weighs 5kg, a dog rucksack is a viable option. 
Please don’t try this with a German Shepherd… 

4. Old dogs get forgetful just like people. We often find Broccoli standing in 
the middle of an empty room with that ‘ what was it I came in here for’ 
look on his face and then of course because he can’t hear us coming, 
when we bend down to stroke him he jumps out of his skin and gives us 
the ‘stop creeping up on me’ look. 

5. Bladders become weaker with age, I’m sure you all know the saying that 
as you get old, never pass a toilet without using it, well I find with an older 
dog it’s never miss an opportunity to let the dog out into the garden for 
another wee. Of course this point combined with points 1 and 4 can often 
lead to the perfect storm of an old dog not hearing the call to go outside, 
wandering into an empty room, forgetting why they were there and then 
thinking oh well perhaps it was for a wee, I’d better do one now. 

 
So there you have it, the joys of living with an elderly dog but of course really we 
wouldn’t have it any other way, would we? 
Ilse Pedler, Mercer & Hughes 
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DEBDEN BRANCH ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION WINS TOP AWARD 
It is with great pride and honour that on  
Saturday 1st June  on behalf of the branch, I 
received from the  Essex County Chairman, 
the  Haig Cup. 
 
The Haig cup is awarded to the branch which 
has more than 50 members, who, in the view 
of Head Office, have, during the year shown 
the most progress and efficiency in various 
areas, for example; activities, recruitment, 
events, remembrance, local community, online 
usage, and fundraising. 
 
I would like to thank all the committee and the 
late Col Roger Burgess for all their hard work both seen and unseen, that 
keep Debden branch running, and for helping us win this most prestigious 
award. Michael Clarke 

 
 

The Dead-
line for  
donations is 
1st July 
 

Please act 
as soon as 
you receive 
the  
magazine 
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Gentleman’s Brunch 
Saturday 6th July 2019 

11am Sharp 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

 

The Plough Debden 
 

Prosecco or Beer on arrival 
Full English Breakfast 

Inc. Toast & a Tea or Coffee 
Vegetarian Option 

 

£13.50 
 

To book your Place,  
Contact Richard or Val 

Telephone:‐ 01799 543 048 
e‐mail:‐ richard.rpc5@gmail.com 

 

Payment required in advance 
Early booking advisable 
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HOW WELL DO YOU REALLY KNOW UTTLESFORD? 
The Need for Uttlesford Citizen’s Advice 
We live in a prosperous and attractive area.  Education and wage levels are above 
average, crime is relatively low; there are good schools and attractive countryside.  
But living here can be a challenge, especially if you are on a low income.   
 
Property Costs 
It is well known that property prices in Uttlesford are high compared with other parts 
of the country. The ratio of house price to earnings has risen steadily for a number of 
years and is now higher than anywhere else in Essex other than Epping Forest. In 
January 2019 there were over 1,000 people in the district on the housing waiting list, 
so there is growing reliance on the private rental sector to meet housing needs. 
Housing benefit levels fall below actual market rents – local housing allowance for a 
3 bedroom house in the north of Uttlesford is currently £776.52 a month, but the 
cheapest property on the market in April 2019 cost £900 to rent; a monthly shortfall of 
£123. High housing costs can easily lead to debt issues. 
 
Fuel Poverty 
Poor health, low income, high fuel costs and houses which are old or poorly main-
tained interact to make it difficult for many people to heat their homes. I in 12 house-
holds in Uttlesford are fuel-poor and excess winter deaths here are double the na-
tional average.  Over the last 6 years, Uttlesford Citizens Advice has worked with 
Uttlesford District Council to help people reduce their heating bills and stay warm and 
healthy in the winter. 
 
Transport and Health 
Nine out of ten families own at least one vehicle, so demand for public transport is 
low.  This, together with the wide dispersal of the population over the district makes it 
difficult for operators to provide a bus service without reliance on council subsidies. 
As a result, many of our villages and hamlets have virtually no bus service and where 
there is one it is infrequent, expensive and time consuming.  The lack of public trans-
port options means that access to services is p poor, especially as our nearest job 
centre is in Braintree and the closest night shelter is in Cambridge.  
 
Currently 5% of people in the district are living with a disability or long term condition 
which limits their day to day activities. With an aging population (over 65’s are pro-
jected to represent 22% of the population by 2025) this puts increased pressure on 
social care services. Uttlesford Citizens Advice often helps people who are struggling 
to navigate the complexities of the system, particularly those who need to find suit-
able care.   A specialist team of disability benefit volunteers from Uttlesford Citizens 
Advice carried out over 250 home visits last year, helping people to complete com-
plex application forms and supporting clients to appeal where it was appropriate. 
 
Get Involved 
If you are interested in the work of Uttlesford Citizens Advice, would like to support 
the charity, or get involved, go to www.uttlesfordcab.org.uk .There are many different 
types of volunteer opportunities available, with varying levels of commitment.  The 
next adviser training course is likely to take place in late 2019 / early 2020 – however 
applications are welcome all year round. Jo Hancock Uttlesford Citizens Advice 
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Debden Church Letter 
Dear Friends 
 
The Easter season in church comes to a close with Ascension Day (30 May this 
year) and then ten days later Pentecost (9 June).  These days respectively mark the 
ascension of Jesus up to heaven and the gift of the Holy Spirit to the disciples and 
what is now thought of as the birth of the church.  For the in-between days we find 
the disciples waiting in an upper room and meeting together and praying.  This is 
recorded for us in the beginning chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.   
 
Three years ago, for the days between Ascension and Pentecost, the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York encouraged the church to gather in groups, small or large, and 
as individuals to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’  You may recognise this phrase from the 
Lord’s Prayer and it has become the name of a global movement of prayer that hap-
pens every year at this time.  We are carrying on from those original disciples and 
seeking the blessings of God’s Kingdom for our family, friends, community, nation 
and world. 
 
I thoroughly enjoy my work and feel privileged to have opportunity to pray with peo-
ple.  Recently I was encouraged with answers to prayer for two people. A few weeks 
ago I briefly prayed for one person who was considering a job move.  That person 
was really excited to tell me when we met some time later how a job vacancy was 
brought to their attention the very next day.  The job was a significant promotion and 
had a large number of applications and a ‘very thorough’ interview process.  The 
person however, did sense a ‘God given’ excitement for the job and a feeling of 
‘rightness’ about the opportunity.  Being offered the position seemed like an answer 
to the prayer that was initially offered.   
 
Another person I had prayed for in the context of our intercessions in a Sunday ser-
vice testified to the peace and calm she had undergoing treatment at hospital.  On 
previous occasions, she had been very nervous and anxious for similar treatment but 
in answer to prayer, it was not the case this time. 
 
The church has offered before and I would like to offer again; we would gladly include 
any needs in our prayers during services or if preferred more privately.  Please con-
tact me or someone you may know from church and share your concerns and re-
quests.  We need to respect privacy so please only make requests on your own be-
half or with permission.  
 
In this season of Ascension and Pentecost I invite you to join with us in our hope for 
a better world and pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’  Praying the Lord’s prayer everyday is 
a good start. 
 
Every blessing, 
Revd John Saxon 
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PENTECOST  
PRAYERS 
Family 
Service 
 
Worshippers at Debden 
Church celebrated the 
church's birthday on 
Pentecost, Sunday 9 
June at a family service.   

The festival of Pentecost 
is the bible story of the 
Holy Spirit empowering 
the disciples, who then 
set about sharing the 
good news of Jesus and 
forming the first century church.   

We enjoyed a real cake to celebrate but also made a cake collage with our prayers 
for ourselves, the church and the world.   

Family services are usually the second Sunday of the month at 9.15am. Everyone is 
welcome. 
Rev John Saxon 
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News from Debden  
            Pentecostal Church 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

We were recently most blessed to have a visit from Peter 
Hawes.   Peter is both a pastor and a cattle farmer from the 
Braintree area and we have always enjoyed his talks. The visit 
from Peter this time was something of a miracle as he has 
been suffering from an aggressive cancer for several years 
now and we feared he wouldn’t be well enough to come.   

Despite all he has been through his trust and love in the Lord 
Jesus just shines through and his presence and message en-
couraged us all immensely.  He spoke of the incident in the 
Bible where a paralysed man was brought to Jesus by his 
friends. Because of the crowds he had to be let down into the 
house where Jesus was through a hole they made in the roof.  
Jesus forgave the man’s sins and told him to get up, pick up 
his bed and go home.  You can read about this amazing mira-
cle in Luke Chapter 5 verses 17 to 26.  Today we don’t have to 
break through the roof to meet with Jesus, we can just pray a 
simple prayer and know that he will hear us. 

 

God Bless 

Simon Gale 
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

 

 

 

 

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 

Weekly Programme  

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 
There will be a Sunday Evening service on 
the 21st July at 6.30pm 

Wednesday 

 

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 
10.15 to 11.45, everyone welcome!          

Special note  

 

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church. 

Coffee Morning 
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee morning 

for a cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit  and a 
friendly chat with others from the village?  

Sunday 21st July 
We are looking forward to a visit from Peter Nodding on the 
21st July at 6.30pm.  Peter is a retired Baptist minister and 
always gives us a good message to think about. Please feel 
most welcome to join us and hear Peter’s talk. 
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PARISH PUMP NOTES June Parish Council Meeting          
        
Public participation session 
The following matters were raised: 
 

Tina Knight advised that she has been appointed the first official civilian Liaison 
Officer for Carver Barracks. The contract for the Sports project at Carver Barracks 
has been signed and finalised and the turf was turned last week. 
 
Tina Knight would like a vote of thanks recorded to the previous Council and Clerk 
for pursuing the drainage problems on Walden Road and then getting the road 
completely re-surfaced – it is a great improvement. 
 
She commented that if the pavilion, which is a village asset, is going to be 
knocked down the PC need to make sure it will be rebuilt (see response below). 
Tina Knight stated it is understood that if the funding cannot be raised for the vil-
lage hall the PC will increase the Precept. She asked the PC to clarify the situa-
tion. The PC confirmed there was no current plan to use the precept as a means 
to fund the Village Hall project. 
 
The NVHG is looking forward to working with the new PC and are pressing ahead 
with the current plans. We need £350,000 and our fund raising team is targeting 
large companies and charities.  Everyone can help by voting in  
 
Why is a new water supply needed in the new village hall as there is already water 
in the pavilion (funded by the Calor fund should we succeed)  It is not sufficient for 
the new hall's requirements and the electricity supply will have to be upgraded as 
a 3 phase supply will be necessary. 
 

Planning applications 
UTT/19/1054/OP Land north of Henham Road, Debden Green  
Outline application for the erection of 2 detached dwellings with related infrastructure 
 
Following discussions with the owner and planning consultant who attended the meet-
ing the PC agreed to submit the following comments to UDC: 
A section 106 agreement should be placed on the paddock restricting further develop-
ment (the owner confirmed that she would be happy with this, if it is legally possible.  
She would not like to see other houses built on the paddock) 
The council raised a concern on the quality and time to build of self build projects (the 
second plot being sold for a self build development), as evidenced on the site 200 
yards down the lane in Debden Green.The proposal will add extra traffic There is a 
fear of sporadic development at Debden Green without any planning oversight by UDC 
post PP gained by developers.  
 
UTT/19/1141/FUL Henham Farm Barn, Hamperden End 
Relocation of demountable office/storage unit and 4 containers - No comments 
UTT/19/1194/LB  Purton End House, Purton End 
New straw thatch spar coat with new sedge ridge.  Repairs and replacement of rotten 
sole plates and defective brick paved floor - No comments 
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PARISH PUMP NOTES (Continued) 
Parish Pump – New Editors 
The PC supported the appointment of the new Editors This will be formally 
approved at the next meeting. 
 
Playground 
At the playground inspection in May it was reported that the wooden crossbar 
on the swing is rotten. This is still under guarantee so Wicksteed will be re-
pairing. Other minor repairs are necessary which will be carried out as soon 
as possible. 
 
Recreation Ground Trust 
The PC stated a need to review the purpose of having a Recreation Ground 
Trust charitable entity. It was observed the existing Trust Deed was not a 
good quality document and had no doubt contributed to issues over the past 4 
years.  
 
Summer Fete, Saturday 31st August 
The event, originally planned by the Church in the churchyard, will now be 
held on the recreation ground from 11.00 am – 4.00pm. It will be a joint event 
with the PC and the proceeds will be split between them.  
 
VE  75 celebrations on 9th May 2020  
It was agreed that events would be organised to mark this. An evening event 
will be arranged and further details will be published as soon as they are 
available. 
 
BT phone boxes in Debden and Debden Green 
It was agreed that the two BT boxes should be adopted. There are lots of 
ideas as to how they could be used and this will be decided at a later date. 
 
Land Exchange 
It was confirmed that the new PC supports the plans for the new village hall 
and the land exchange will go ahead which the former council approved.  The 
loss of the pavilion without a clear plan to replace it is not acceptable to the 
PC and a meeting will be held with the VHT and NVHG as soon as possible to 
look at the recreation ground more holistically to come up with a solution. 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 3rd July 8.00pm in the Village Hall. 
           
June Meeting of the Recreation Ground Trust 
Jeanette O'Brien was elected Chairman of the RGT. 
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IA N    A B R A M S 
 

CHARTERED ARCHITECT 
 

for a complete 
architectural service 

 
18 The Maltings                  

Station Road 
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN 

 
Tel : 01799 543533 
Fax: 01799 543653 

 
ian@abrams.uk.com 

 
www.ian-abrams-
architects.co.uk 

ComputerCare-SaffronWalden 
All types of PC support work undertaken 

 Problem solving 

 Broadband & Wireless 

 New system installation 

 Data recovery 

 Advice on new PC purchase 

 Tutoring 

 Home networking 

 Repairs & Upgrades 

We come to you! 
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others 

01799 520514  
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk                     
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

A J Pest Control Ltd 
Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 
Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, 
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squir-

rels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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NICK SHUTES 
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

LTD 
High quality interior and exterior 

redecoration  
Woodwork repairs and  

replacements  

Fascias, soffits and cladding 

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk 

01799 542385 
07885 778213 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 
Alun Design Consultancy                                                       
Email: info@alundesign.com 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Benten & Co 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Need Help With Your 

Trees?..... 
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to 

carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery 

Tree and Shrub Pruning 

Tree Removal 

Stump Removal 

Hedge Management 

Tree Planting 

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered 

For free advice and a written 

quotation call 

01799 520044 

Or visit our website 

www.mercertrees.co.uk 
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CONTACT 
NUMBERS 
Essex Police  101   non emergency  (15p 
per call) or 999 for Emergency 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge             01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540696                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..… 01799 521357    
Hill Street……...…  01799 528209     
London Road……   01799 523194  
New Road………….01799 521265   
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO is open) 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
(Note new email address) 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                             
Tennis (Richard Simmonds)S/W541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)   “     540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   “    541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
MP for Uttlesford 
Kemi Badenoch………….0207 219521 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542569 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 540721 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665 
swalsh@debden.org 
(Chairman, Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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EVENTS 2019 
 
July 
1st Church Mice New Room Debden Church 10am p4 
3rd Parish Council 8pm Village Hall p35 
6th Gentlemen’s Brunch 11am Plough p24 
9th Lunch Club 12 noon Village Hall p4 
20th Potato Competition Judging from 10.30am p9 
24th July Quiz at Yuva for SW PSG FC p23 
 
August 
31st Village Fete on Recreation Ground from 10am 
p22 
 
September  
1st Debdencycle for Felix Fund - see opposite p43 
 
October 
6th Harvest Supper 
7th Harvest Service - Parish Church 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.               

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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DEBDEN CYCLE RETURNS FOR 2019 AND NEEDS  
VOLUNTEERS AND RIDERS 
Sunday 1st September 
After taking 2018 off, the ride returns in 2019. For our village of Debden it's a way of 
saying thank you to the Royal Engineer's at Carver; please volunteer to marshal or 
enter if you can. If you don't know, it's a ride open for all over a looping course of ei-
ther 35 or 50 miles meandering through the lanes and villages touching into Cam-
bridgeshire and Hertfordshire as you go. 100% of the rider entry fees goes to the 
Royal Engineer charity, The Felix Fund. 
 
Volunteering 
As always I'm asking for volunteers to marshal for a few hours on the day of the ride. 
There's a fun atmosphere, you'll be much appreciated by the riders and you'll rightly 
go home with a cheery feeling knowing that you've "Done your bit". The ride is on 
Sunday the 1st of September and will attract up to 200 participants. If you do volun-
teer to help marshal, you will be fully briefed, supplied with hi viz jackets, maps and 
emergency contact numbers. You're not allowed to direct traffic so you don't have to 
worry about standing in the road. You'll be in place as a friendly face and just in case. 
Sunday the 1st of September is the key date. Please check your diary and reserve the 
date, as this event can't happen without village support. You can contact me through 
various means, by email at: Debdencycle@live.co.uk by telephone: 01799 542569 or 
by Facebook: Debdencycle Lindsell You can also find further details on the website 
which is unsurprisingly called: Debdencycle.  
 
Riding 
The entry fee is £20, all of which goes to the Felix Fund. Contact me or see below. 
 
Doubling the value of your £20 entry fee 
The firm I work for run a fund matching scheme for employees raising money for char-
ity, which has led me to come up with a cunning plan. Oliver (your paper boy) and I 
are cycling from home to Cornwall at the end of July. 350 miles and carrying all our kit 
for the ride, including tent and clothes etc. If you would like to enter this year's Deb-
dencycle please donate your £20 entry fee via the JustGiving page called 
"Debdencycle Essex to Cornwall 2019". That way your £20 becomes £40. If you're not 
a cyclist but would just like to make a small donation acknowledging his efforts please 
do. As always we're raising money for The Royal Engineer's charity, The Felix Fund. 
Brian Lindsell 
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J
u

ly
 2019 

FRIENDS OF DEBDEN SCHOOL CURRY NIGHT 
FODS (Friends of Debden School) organised a wonderful curry and quiz night on 
Wednesday 5th June at Yuva.  Over 60 people attended and over £500 was raised 
to help the School buy more outdoor equipment. 
Quiz master extraordinaire Martin Bird devised an excellent quiz ranging from 
“Countries and Capitals” to a picture round of famous paintings, and we had some 
lovely raffle prizes including locally grown asparagus and a hamper of food. Yet 
again the atmosphere was very jolly and everyone seemed to really enjoy the eve-
ning.  Thanks go to Martin and Yuva. Congratulations and boxes of Smarties were 
given to the winning table “No Comment”, made up of current and recent mums and 
dads from School.. Alison Hare 


