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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  

together the Church and Village magazines into 

a single publication to reflect the life and news 

of Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Par-

ish   Council and the Parochial Church Council and is           

distributed free to each home in the village by volun-

teers. Each published edition can also be viewed 

online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. 

Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on      

articles coming from people in the village. The closing 

date for submitting content for publication is the 12
th  

of 

each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material        

received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of 

the editors. 

Contacts 

 
 

Advertising rates per issue 

Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. An electronic 

copy of the advertisement should be sent to the Editors by email. 

Cheques should be made payable to “ Debden Parish Pump”. 

 

 

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Helen Tate treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 



 3 

Debden Parish Pump  October 2019 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

Debden School update 5 Church Services 27 

Debden History competition 8 Pentecost News 30 

Parish Council notes 12 Gluttons’ Corner 43 

Steam it Day 24 Church BBQ 44 

From the Editor 

This month’s edition of the Parish Pump contains a wide variety of material: 
many thanks to all those who have contributed.  

We have an interesting article written by Owen Bryant, who runs the Print-
ing company Copycats. Every month they do an excellent job of producing 
nearly 400 copies of our magazine. The company is part of Essex Cares 
Ltd, which among many things, supports adults with learning disabilities 
and sensory impairments. 

‘Did you Know?’ (p6) contains useful local information, and on p35 Ilse  
Pedler offers wise veterinary advice about how to help terrified pets cope 
with the fireworks season. 

The Church Barbecue was a great success, with the huge advantage of 
fantastic weather on the day. A whopping £1600 was raised for Church 
funds. 

Looking at future events, there is the Wine Tasting evening on the 5
th
, 

which promises to be entertaining, and the Harvest Supper on the 12
th
. 

Debden Primary Academy has a new Head Teacher, Mr Matt Hawley, who 
has taken time from his busy schedule to write a piece for the Pump on 
page 5. Welcome to our village school! 

With the long dark evenings approaching, many of you might look forward 
to settling down in front of the fire with a good book. I wonder if the Village 
Book Club would be interested in contributing a monthly book review?  

I hope October is an enjoyable month for all our readers. 

Kathy 
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News from Debden Primary Academy 

September 2019 

It fills me with great pride to be writing my first community update as the Head of 
Debden Church of England Primary Academy. I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank everyone - children, parents and staff alike - for helping me to feel so wel-
come throughout my first few days in the role. 

The children have returned to school with big smiles on their faces and I know that 
their teachers have been extremely impressed with how well they have settled into 
their new classes. Some of the staff have already been showing me some of the 
children's exceptional learning attempts. If they continue to exert the same endeav-
our, resilience and creativity throughout the academic year, who knows what they 
could achieve! 

Before officially starting this role, I have endeavoured to speak with as many chil-
dren, staff, parents and governors as possible, in order to get a real feel for the 
school and discover what it is all about. It is clear that this is a really caring commu-
nity, that has high aspirations for the children. We have been using this information 
and feedback in order to revisit what we believe our core vision for our children's 
education should be. We want all children to:  

• Progress exceptionally well academically, across a broad and knowledge-rich cur-
riculum; 

• Develop into confident, compassionate, well-rounded individuals, in a safe, caring, 
Christian environment; 

• Become equipped with the learning skills needed to deal with future challenges; 

• Create happy, positive memories of their childhood. 

In order to achieve this, we are asking everyone in our school community to es-
pouse our core values, which are to 'Nurture', 'Progress' and 'Excel.' These are 
terms that we have been discussing with the children over the first couple of days. 
We are acutely aware that the role of our parents and wider school community is 
vital in securing this, and so we thank you for your continued collaboration and sup-
port. 

I would like to use this opportunity to welcome two other new members of staff to 
the school: 

- Mr Gary Brown has joined us as our Senior Teacher, and will be teaching in King-
fishers Class (Y5+6); 

- Ms Ally Weetch is our new Minnows (Y1+2) teacher - she will be teaching along-
side Mrs Murrell. 

We feel elated to have recruited two professionals with such vast experience, dedi-
cation and expertise, and know that they will have a huge impact on standards 
across the school. 

Kind regards,  
Mr Matt Hawley 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Debden and Wimbish Good Companions Club 

This “secret club” of which little is known in Debden was originally called the ‘Over 
60s Club’, but changed its name with the times to be more inclusive, and anyone 
can now join. 

There are about 35 members, made up of people from both villages. Trips to vari-
ous places are organised: this month’s trip is to Anglesey Abbey.  

If you are interested in popping along or finding out more contact Alan or Olive 
Smith on 01799 599469 

Stewart Luck 

 
The Oil Club 

Home owners with oil fired heating and who want the best price may be interested 
in joining The Oil Club. Membership is free and it's the largest heating oil club in the 
UK. By grouping the club orders into much larger group orders saves the customer 
a fair bit of money. This week 500 litres cost £17.12 less than with ordering with 
Certas - order 2000 litres and you would be looking at a saving of over £68! Our 
local club (Debden, Widdington & Newport) has a lot of members so are able to 
order every weekend; you receive an e-mail with the weekend's rate and you order 
(minimum of 500 litres) by Monday morning. Simple! If you're interested, take a 
look at their website: www.oil-club.co.uk 

Jane Pearce 
 

Local bus services: The Number 6 Bus which becomes the number 5! 

As you will probably know, we have a Number 6 bus service travels between Saf-
fron Walden Tesco and Stansted Airport every hour, from around 6am until around 
9pm, Monday to Saturday. “Official” stops in the village are: outside of Yuva, out-
side of Deyneside, Rook End Lane, Slough Farm, Tendrings Farm, outside the 
Riding Centre and opposite Henham Road. However, the bus drivers are usually 
very accommodating and will stop anywhere if hailed.  

Once the bus gets to the Airport bus station it becomes the Number 5 for its on-
wards journey to Bishops Stortford. It then travels via Takeley, Hatfield Broad Oak, 
Hatfield Heath, Little Hallingbury, Herts and Essex Hospital and Hockerill Anglo 
European College to the Bishop’s Stortford Interchange, which is next to the sta-
tion.  

The first bus from Debden to the airport is at 0637 from Yuva, and the last one is at 
2103 from the Airport to Debden, and on to Saffron Walden. 

This rather convoluted service means that anyone without private transport can 
access the airport very cheaply (even with cases!), together with main line stations 
at either Stansted Airport, or Bishop’s Stortford, for the wider network. However, 
some planning may be required due to the nature of the bus times! 
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As an alternative, why not plan just an outing to Bishop’s Stortford, or any of the 
stops on the way? It costs £5.20 single or £7.50 return from Debden to Bishop’s 
Stortford, but of course FREE to Freedom Pass holders! 

If you have access to a computer the bus times are all listed on the following web-
site: stephensonsofessex.com  or the company can be contacted on 01702 541511 
for advice and times. 

Marion Bamfield 
 

Support for faster internet in Debden Village 

I have been following the http://www.superfastessex.org/ campaign to bring better 
internet services to rural Essex with some interest. 

The campaign has worked well and uses government grants to 
update key internet infrastructure to homes and businesses. 

You may have noticed the road closures in the area as some of 
this new infrastructure has been installed to neighbouring villag-
es. 

You may also have noticed that Debden village has been left 
out of the upgrade whilst Widdington, Henham and Debden 
Green will start to receive internet services up to 900Mbits (This 
is more than 20 x faster than we receive in Debden village to-
day) 

The company which is providing the next generation internet service is called Gi-
gaclear. I called Gigaclear today to enquire if Debden village is on any future plans 
for this service, the answer is no but we can register our interest in the service. If 
enough residents register their interest an internal business case will be raised and 
plans made to extend the service from Debden Green and Widdington will be put in 
action. 

Would the residents of Debden be interested in registering their interest with Gi-
gaclear and help get this excellent service to the village? 

To do this, residents simply go to the following address and add their details https://
www.gigaclear.com/buy/lead 

I think this would be an interesting community effort to bring better communication to 
the village helping futureproof the village’s infrastructure and allowing residents to 
access better internet speeds at home. 

I have been successful in getting a service of this kind delivered at another place 
where I have lived: people really just need to register their interest to make it hap-
pen. 

 
Jonathan White 
 
(This sounds like something that would really benefit people in the village,  
particularly those who work from home. Ed) 

http://www.superfastessex.org/
https://www.gigaclear.com/buy/lead
https://www.gigaclear.com/buy/lead
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COMPETITION TIME 

Do you recognise this building? 

Send your entry to: 

editors@theparishpump.org 

for a chance to win a £50 voucher.  

 

DEBDEN LOCAL HISTORY RECORDERS GROUP NEWS 
 
The Autumn talk, entitled “The Ice Age in Saffron Walden and Essex”, will 
be delivered by Gerald Lucy, a well known local geologist, and will take 
place on Wednesday 13th November in the Parish Church at 8pm.                                                            

The Ice Age was a period of intense climate change stretching back about 
2.6 million years. It consisted not just of one long cold period but over 40 
cold and warm stages. During the coldest ones most of Essex was covered 
by an ice sheet and in the warmest, there were hippos wallowing in Essex 
rivers!  The talk will take us through this astonishing period of prehistory 
and will highlight the evidence for it in Essex and Saffron Walden. 

Admission is free with a retiring collection in aid of Parish Church mainte-
nance funds. 

For more details contact: debdenhistory@btinternet.com 
or telephone 540528. 

 

This is the photo from which the frag-
ment for the September competition 
was taken.  

Alec Bird,  Stella Francis, and Val 
Riley correctly identified the Village 
Hall as viewed from the Playground . 

 Their names will be entered into the 
end of the year draw to win a £50 
voucher, courtesy of the Debden 
History Recorders Group.  

Elisabeth Blackie 

 



 9 

Debden Parish Pump  October 2019 

PHYLLIS DELDERFIELD 1922-2019 

Many residents of Debden will have 
been sorry to learn of the death of 
Phyllis Delderfield in Cromer at the 
age of 97. Phyllis’s well-attended fu-
neral service took place at Debden 
Church on Friday 16

th
 August.  

 

Phyllis was born near Eastleigh in 
Hampshire. On leaving school she 
joined the accounts department of the 
Southern Railway. When war broke 
out and following the death of her 
elder brother at Scapa Flow, she 
joined the army and worked in the 
accounts section in East Anglia. 

 

Phyllis met her husband Mick shortly after his release as a POW. He called 
into her office to ask for a match and she told him to go and buy his own! 
They were married five months later and went to live in Kent. Mick and 
Phyllis had two daughters – Hilary and Marion. By the time Phyllis died, the 
family included six grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. 

 

Phyllis and Mick moved to a bungalow in Debden shortly before Mick re-
tired. They soon became involved in village life. Phyllis had always been an 
active member of the Royal British Legion. Phyllis joined the Debden Moth-
ers’ Union. She was an active member of the Parochial Church Council 
and Secretary for several years. Her love of needlework enabled her to 
make the Easter altar frontal for the Church, which is still regularly used. 
Mick and Phyllis provided the large mat in the Church porch on which 
many worshippers and visitors wiped their feet. The mat was only replaced 
a year or two ago. 

 

Following Mick’s death, Phyllis moved to Cromer in North Norfolk, where 
her family could provide support. She returned to Debden Church to be 
buried next to Mick. We extend our condolences to her family.  

Tony Vernon 
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Report to the Debden Parish Council meeting  

September 4th 2019 From Cllr Stewart Luck UDC  

I was pleased to see quite a few residents attended the meeting. 

On planning. It is quite clear that the directive from central government to build lots 
of large houses in rural areas is not welcome.  Maybe the message will get through 
to our Westminster MPs if we all keep on telling them through whatever medium we 
can. 

I was able to report that I had attended some more briefings for Cllrs and have been 
amazed at what I am learning. The average resident does not know much of what 
goes on behind the scenes at UDC so its worth giving a little detail for you.  Last 
weeks briefing was about what is commonly called “Business rates.”  

This  year about £48.8m is collected by UDC,  a large proportion of that is coming 
from Stansted airport. UDC only keep £2.8m the rest goes off to central govern-
ment.  

UDC have a business development team encouraging new business to start up in 
our area. Many of these such as hair Salons in a front room are zero rated for tax 
purposes. So, if you do want help starting up your business UDC are fully behind 
your efforts all the way. 

UDC have plans in place for an exit from the EU. There will be more officers on duty 
at Stansted airport because the Environmental Health team would have to inspect 
ALL imports of fruit and veg. At the moment they don’t do that for stuff from the EU.  
UDC officers also cover issues of food hygiene. One case of food poisoning is not a 
problem but two cases requires an investigation. There is a Heath & Safety Dept, 
keeping an eye on activities in the area. The licensing of premises to serve alcohol 
is important to avoid nuisance to residents, enhance public safety and keep children 
from harm We have 5 bookmakers on the patch requiring licenses. UDC look after 
licenses for over 2500 taxis. 70 building firms rely on the Building Control staff. 
There is a big Planning dept’. 

I had reason to investigate how our provision of housing is allocated recently and 
was pleased with the professionalism of the staff and how quickly the resolution of a 
problem was fixed. 

Some of you May have had dealings with a UDC staff member Sue Hayden. She 
deals with grant allocations etc. I have dealings with her when I ask that some of my 
members initiative funding is donated to good causes.  I know Cllr Tina Knight was 
very good at using all her allocation. Please let me know if I can be of service in the 
future. So far I have supported the Saffron Walden and Gt Dunmow Dementia Café, 
The Wimbish Steam It, Saffron Screens 2 weekend long LGBT film festival. 

News about the local plan is that we will get an inspector’s report towards the end of 
the year. 

On the topic of the Stansted airport expansion the members Planning Committee 
will be looking into the situation and deciding if to approve the application and the 
106 agreement or reject the application. Its all very well talking of a 106 agreement 
which kicks in at 34million passengers and another agreement for when 43m goes 
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ahead but we need infrastructure such as road and railway upgrades NOW!  There 
lies a problem, Money!  

On other matters, I mentioned the “Wimbish Steam it” event on Sat 5th October. If 
you have a Classic car and want to join others for a leisurely run that day meet at 
Debden Barns at 10:30 for coffee. We can move off at 11am for a short tour before 
stopping at a pub. At 1 pm the group will arrive on the recreation ground to join in 
the afternoon activities. See you all there?  

Lastly there seems to be a lack of awareness about Road Safety recently, please 
don’t park on the yellow lines outside the school and keep to the speed limits. Be a 
good example to your children and others. 

Stewart Luck 

 

LETTERS 

Thank You, Footpath Team! 

I would like to pass on my thanks to Robert Cooper, Clive Bunting et al who have 
done such a great job keeping the footpaths clear all summer. Not needing a  
machete to cut through the undergrowth made walking much more pleasant this 
year! Thank you:-) 

Jane Pearce 

Debden School 

Remember, remember the 5th of November ...because Debden School is  
organising a Bag2School collection. Bags of clothing, shoes, bags, soft toys,  
curtains, bed linen and towels need to be at school by 9am on the 5th. Our last col-
lection raised £140! 

Clare Samson  

New Chairman of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 

Richard P Cawte, popular local Professional Toastmaster and Master of Ceremo-
nies has been voted in as the new Chairman of the Guild of Professional Toastmas-
ters. 

Fellow of the Guild, Richard, was invested 
with the ceremonial chain and installed as 
chairman at the Annual General Meeting of 
the Guild of Professional Toastmasters, 
followed by an installation lunch at the Un-
ion Jack Club in London.  

Richard Cawte 

Photo: Outgoing Chairman Robert Grosse 
(Left) invests Richard P Cawte with the 
chain of office as Chairman 
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NEWSBYTES FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 

Allotments: 

A couple of allotments will shortly be available.  Please direct enquiries to Coun-
cillor Bunting or the Parish Clerk  

Planning  Committee: 

We would welcome any further volunteers for the planning committee.  If you 
are interested in finding out more please contact Councillor Walsh 

Footpaths: 

Since last month’s Pump a working party has cleared various areas of the vil-
lage including the footpath beside the school and the approach to the recreation 
ground and actually quite enjoyed it! If anybody else would like to volunteer to 
help out occasionally, please contact Cllr Lindsell 

Bus shelter cleaning: 

It has come to our attention that the bus shelters could do with a clean, we will 
be forming a working party to tackle this soon 

Ways to stay informed: 

There are several ways to keep up to date with Parish Council news.  If you are 
unable to attend the meetings themselves, full minutes of Parish Council meet-
ings can be found on the Debden.org website.  The website will be upgraded 
over the coming months to make information more current and accessible.  In 
addition highlights of the monthly meeting plus additional updates appear in the 
Pump each month 

Planning applications:  

 UTT/19/1899/FUL Land west of the Old Chapel, Deynes Road 

Proposed dwelling 

PC Comment - Raise objection based on vehicular access to the property and 
the increased risk of further parking congestion to the entry of Deynes Road. 

UTT/19/1938/HHF  Walnut Cottage, Debden Green 

Demolition of front porch and erection of single storey front extension 

No comment 

UTT/19/1943/LB  Leggatts Farm, Debden Green 

Conversion of barn to separate residential dwelling (previously approved as 
annex under UTT/17/2657/LB) 

No comment 

 UTT/19/1949/FUL  1 & 2 the Almshouses, High Street 
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Demolition of existing rear lean to and erection of single storey rear extension 
(alternative scheme to that approved under application UTT/1481/00/FUL) 

No comment 

 UTT/19/2009/HHF  Halcyon, High Street 

Demolition of existing garage and erection of 3 bay garage with living accommoda-
tion over 

No comment 

 UTT/19/2048/FUL  Land south of Wisteria House, Debden Green 

Alterations to planning approval UTT/18/2956/FUL (Revision to plot 1 approved 
under UTT/15/1103/DFO) 

PC Comment - Objection to be raised based on the proposal being out of keeping 
with the surrounding properties (the original proposal was already too large) 

The following applications have been approved, subject to conditions: 

UTT/19/1194/LB  Purton End House, Purton End 

UTT/19/1403/DFO  Ashcroft, Debden Green 

UTT/19/1442/FUL   Rowney House, Thaxted Road 

UTT/19/1626/FUL Land to the north west of Henham Road. 

PC Comment - Contact UDC to question why this had been approved without com-
ment further to the detailed objection raised by the PC. 

Fundraising 

A big thank you to all who donated to our crowdfunder.co.uk/debden-new-village-hall 
page over the summer months. The campaign closed on 31st August and we had 
some very generous last minute donations. This took the amount up to £706 with a 
total of 19 supporters, which was a great result! The money will be earmarked to go 
towards new water installation services for the new village hall.  

Don’t forget to follow us on: facebook.com/DebdenNewMemorialHall 

Or to check out our website for news and updates: www.debdennewvillagehall.com 
 
April Gardner -  Fundraising for Debden New Village Hall 
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The Parish Pump, Printing & Me 
 

For nearly seven years I have had the pleasure of producing The 
Debden Parish Pump from the Copycats Printing & Design studio, 
located within The Hub (formerly known as The Adult Resource 
Centre) in Saffron Walden. 

My story starts in December 2012, just before we were about to 
break-up for Christmas. I had received a request to price-up production for a month-
ly magazine called The Parish Pump and despite the impending festivities, was 
keen to secure the contract. Little did I know that seven years later I would be writing 
an article for that very magazine.  

Some businesses and their customers are simply made for each other and develop 
a symbiotic relationship. For Copycats (a work-based training centre for adults with 
learning difficulties), regular work is crucial, it enables us to plan and delegate print 
and production activities for our service users. The Parish Pump benefits from the 
partnership too; it has a trusted and reliable printing partner, one that is locally 
based and community minded.  

Throughout my time printing The Pump I’ve come into contact with some wonderful 
Debdenites who have held the position of editors, all being considerate, professional 
and friendly people. However, I would like to mention a particularly special one; the 
multi-talented Mike Fairchild, who despite being into his 8th decade, astounds me 
with his vitality, appetite and charm – I want what he’s having please.  

Now The Pump has two brand new editors, Marion Bamfield & Kathy Brown who I 
met after they visited Copycats recently. We sat and nattered like it was a reunion of 
old friends and they were a complete delight. I wish them good fortune as joint edi-
tors and I’m positive that they will take the Pump into a new decade in rude health. 

A little bit about me. I’m 41, live in Wethersfield with my wife Gemma and our two 
children, Brock (7) and Asha (3). We are also expecting our third child, scheduled to 
arrive at end of September (so all the baby stuff has been retrieved from the loft and 
the final preparations are underway). I used to work in the City of London as a con-
sultant but it never felt quite right. After soul-searching I realised that what I really 
wanted was to help people, to give back some of the love and support I had been 
lucky enough to receive in my life.  

I started Copycats in 2006 to help vulnerable adults access a realistic workplace 
setting and from there it has grown into a successful print and design studio with 
customers based throughout the UK. I am proud to offer a service that focuses on 
customer satisfaction over profit and values people over pound notes.  

If you ever want to pop in and see the studio, for print / design services, or just a 
look around, the door is always open (9am – 4pm Monday to Friday’s) and further 
contact details can be found on page 42. 

Owen Bryant 

Copycats (part of Essex Cares Ltd) 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to dis-
cuss your requirements  

 

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our kitch-
en using local produce, from pub favourites to chef’s 

daily specials 

Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries 

Events, parties and group meals catered 

Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month 

 

Opening hours:  

Tue: 5-11  

Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11  

Fri: 12-12  

Sat:12-11  

Sun:12-10 

 

Tel: (01799) 541899 

  E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 
Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TAC-
CA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 

DEBDEN  
TABLE TENNIS 

THURSDAY  
EVENINGS 

 

Brighten up your Thursdays 
 

Come along to the village hall 
from 8pm for a game or two of 
table tennis.  
 
It would be good to see some 
more people joining in so why not 
just turn up and give it a go.  You 
will be most welcome and will find 
it excellent exercise and good fun.  
Jim Watson  
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Debden's Footpath and gardening team swing into action 

On the morning of Friday the 30th of August a band of village volunteers 
tackled three jobs at the heart of the village. The aim was to make our 
home look a little more presentable and improve the accessibility of a well 
used footpath. You may notice that the entrance the village hall car park 
has been cleared of encroaching grass and weeds, and the (wheel barrow 
load of) stones that had migrated from the car park to the concrete en-
trance have been returned to their rightful home. A slowly disappearing 
pathway has been properly uncovered and a large area by the pond and in 
front of the village hall has been strimmed. Similar attention was turned to 
the top of Church Lane and then the footpath along the side of the school 
from the High Street to the fields at the rear was comprehensively pruned 
back.  

Quite a lot was achieved in a short space of time. We're on the look out for 
more tasks (we have one already in the pipeline). If you know of something 
that needs doing and/or would like to get involved please drop me a line at 
B.Lindsell@Debden.org 

Thanks to the team who attended with me for our first outing:  

Richard Cawte; Phil Bannister; Steph Watson; Brian Phillips; Nicola and 
Oscar McCahill. 

L-R: Richard Cawte, Phil Bannister, Steph Watson, Brian Phillips 
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An invitation to Wimbish Steam It Day: Saturday 5th October 2019 

The event is hosted by Taylor Bros Steam Group, in conjunction with Wimbish Par-
ish Council and East Anglian Traction Engine Society. It will be staged within Wim-
bish Village and will boast a selection of Steam Engines, road rollers, historical dis-
plays, local stalls and refreshments.  
 
The event will celebrate Taylors Brothers, rolling contractors and preservation pio-
neers, of Wimbish.  This year sees 40 years since the death of Ben Taylor, the last 
of the Taylor Bros, together with it being 96 years since the formation of the busi-
ness. Their old yard at Howlett End continues to be used for the purpose of keeping 
steam alive on our roads, and as a tribute to the men and machines who laid the 
foundations of roads throughout the modern world.   

Although Taylor Bros were modest in size, they contributed to the prosperity of the 
communities they worked within. Ben Taylor himself bequeathing substantial 
amounts towards many village organisations.  In the nearby village hall there will be 
displays of artefacts, and work day photographs of Taylor Bros men and machines. 
 
All are welcome to attend this free event  - so why not come along between 10am 
and 5PM, Head for the Wimbish Recreation Ground CB10 2XJ. 
If you have any questions or wish to bring an engine or exhibit along please contact 
us at wimbishsteamitday@eates.org 

Complete the grid so 
that all rows, columns 
and 3x3 boxes contain 
the numbers 1 to 9  
(Solution on page 42) 
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Sudoku for October 

mailto:wimbishsteamitday@eates.org
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Debden Church Letter 
Dear Friends, 

It is often said that religion and politics are two taboo subjects when it comes to po-

lite conversations.  It is true, we can come at these topics with a resolute viewpoint 

in mind that, if we are not careful, will alienate others to whom we are speaking.  

However, we will all have a viewpoint to offer, even if it is just indifference, and per-

haps what has crept into our politics and society in general, as well as many of our 

conversations, is a sense of tribalism and division.  It is ‘us and them’, ‘me and you’, 

rather than a ‘we-together’. 

A recent open letter signed by many Bishops in the Church of England calls for na-

tional reconciliation and a recovery of civil debate.  The text of the letter may be 

found at https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/bishops-issue-

open-letter-brexit  Our Diocesan Bishop, Stephen Cottrell, describes politics and 

religion as both being concerned about the whole of our lives.  Indeed, our political 

views are influenced by our moral, ethical and social values which inevitably will be 

influenced by our religious views.  Did you know our constitution gives 26 seats in 

the House of Lords to Church of England Bishops as ‘Lords Spiritual’?  Rather than 

being taboo subjects, perhaps religion and politics should be everyday topics of our 

talking together, with a good measure of understanding, tolerance and compassion 

to temper our differences of course! 

We have seen in recent news bulletins the plight of the communities that suffered at 

the hands of Hurricane Dorian.  There are many grieving, troubled and homeless 

families in the Caribbean and also elsewhere in the world, who deserve more of our 

attention and care than they are getting.  Our Harvest Festival services this month, 

as well as giving thanks for gathered crops, will focus on Uttlesford Food Bank and 

the service they provide.  You are welcome to join us.  Jesus came to bring good 

news to the poor and freedom to the oppressed (Luke chapter 4, verse 18).  Let us 

work together through good dialogue and respect, for the common good of all, at 

home and abroad. 

Best wishes, 

Revd John Saxon 
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St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden 

Church Services and Events 

October 2019 

A short service of morning prayer is usually held 
 every Friday morning at 9.00 a.m. 

in the Chiswell Chapel in the Church 

Date Time Service or Event 

Sun 6 Oct 09.15 Holy Communion 

Sat 12th Oct 18.00 Harvest supper in the Village Hall - see Pump for 
details 

Sun 13 Oct 09.15 Harvest Festival 

Sun 20 Oct 09.15 Holy Communion 

Sun 27 Oct 09.15 Choral Matins 

Sun 3 Nov 09.00 Holy Communion 

Sun 10 Nov 09.15 Family Service of Remembrance 

Sun 10 Nov 10.50 Service of Remembrance 

Church Mice 

The Church Mice will be meeting in the New Room at Debden Church 
on Monday Octobe r 21st at 10.00 am. All children from 0-4 are wel-
come. Please bring along  parent, grandparent or carer. 

There will be an informal short service followed by crafts, refresh-
ments, talk and play. 

Ursula Lyons 
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News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 
 

Dear Friends,  

With such a time of turbulence and uncertainty in the life of our country it is 
a great source of comfort to know that we have a God who is caring, loving 
and unchanging.  The writer of  the book of Hebrews wrote “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever”.   

As so much is changing around us, seemingly outside of our control, we 
have in God a solid point of reference, a God who doesn’t change.  Jesus 
related the following illustration to his disciples to emphasise how important 
it is for us to build our lives on the “solid rock”.  

 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like 
a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, be-
cause it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”    

Matthew chapter 7, verses 24-27 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale       

 

Debden Pentecostal Church :     www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 

          Coffee Morning   

Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee morning for a 
cup of coffee or tea, a biscuit  and a friendly chat with 
others from the village?  

Everyone is welcome and it’s free! 
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Weekly Programme 

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 

There will be a Sunday Evening service on 27th 

October at 6.30pm 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 10.15 to 

11.45, everyone welcome!          

Special note  

 

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church. 

Debden Lunch Club 

 

Thank you to all those who continue to support the Lunch Club. The next 
lunch will be on Tuesday 8th October, 
from 12.00 noon, in Debden Village 
Hall.  

If you have not been before, please ring 
Nina on 01799-541863 to book a place. 

See Debden diary for future dates.  

Please note that there will not be a 
lunch in December. 
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News from Mercer and Hughes 

Which one is Yours? 

Shaking jellyfish, whirling dervish, quivering wreck? Yep you’ve guessed it, 
it’s firework season again! Whatever your pet turns into though, help is at 
hand. There are quite a few anti-anxiety products on the market these days 
and it can be difficult to know which are effective but 
we’ve tried most of them at the surgery, so here’s a 
quick guide: 

Nutracalm-  A fast acting anti-anxiety product for use 
in cats and dogs. Contains L-Tryptophan which is 
involved in production of serotonin and Passiflora, a 
herb known for its calming properties.  

Zylkene A longer- term anti-anxiety product contain-
ing an amino acid that promotes relaxation. Best 
started several days before it’s needed. 

The pheromone products Adaptil and Feliway, these are the pheromones 
that cats and dogs release when they are happy and relaxed.  

Pet Remedy a herbal product containing valerian among others that we 
have just started to stock and are really impressed with. It comes in a plug-
in diffuser, a spray that you can spray on your pets bed or on a collar or 
bandana, or wipes that you can wipe on your pet’s fur.  

As well as these different products, it is also important to consider your 
pets’ environment. A brilliant idea is to build your pet a den, a  safe place 
with which your pet has positive associations and it gives them somewhere 
to hide when they are worried. A den is useful all year round, but is espe-
cially good for the firework season. Prepare the den at least three weeks 
beforehand for your pet to get used to it, put it in a room where your pet 
usually likes to hide and where they feel comfortable and allow your pet to 
access it freely at all times. Ensure the den is large enough for your pet to 
comfortably stand up, lie down and turn around, line it with used blankets, 
or old clothes to make it smell familiar, provide treats and toys, to enable 
your dog to associate it with positive things and cover it with a blanket 
where appropriate to muffle the sounds further. For cats, think 3D - cats 
often feel more comfortable up high and also provide extra litter trays. Also, 
owner’s reaction to their pet’s anxiety is important; studies have shown that 
cuddling your pet only serves to reinforce fear, so although it is counter-
intuitive, try to resist picking up your pet, just try and carry on as normal and 
distract it with games or toys. For further advice ring the surgery and talk to 
one of our nurses or vets, they’re full of useful advice to turn your jellyfish 
back into your dog! 

Ilse Pedler 
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IA N    A B R A M S 
 

CHARTERED ARCHITECT 
 

for a complete 
architectural service 

 
18 The Maltings                  

Station Road 
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN 

 
Tel : 01799 543533 
Fax: 01799 543653 

 
ian@abrams.uk.com 

 
www.ian-abrams-
architects.co.uk 

ComputerCare-SaffronWalden 
All types of PC support work undertaken 

• Problem solving 

• Broadband & Wireless 

• New system installation 

• Data recovery 

• Advice on new PC purchase 

• Tutoring 

• Home networking 

• Repairs & Upgrades 

We come to you! 
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others 

01799 520514  
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk                     
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, 
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squir-

rels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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NICK SHUTES 
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

LTD 
High quality interior and exterior 

redecoration  
Woodwork repairs and  

replacements  

Fascias, soffits and cladding 

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk 

01799 542385 
07885 778213 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Benten & Co 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Need Help With Your 

Trees?..... 
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to 

carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery 

Tree and Shrub Pruning 

Tree Removal 

Stump Removal 

Hedge Management 

Tree Planting 

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered 

For free advice and a written 

quotation call 

01799 520044 

Or visit our website 

www.mercertrees.co.uk 
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Harvest Supper 
Saturday October 12th 

Village Hall 

6pm for 6.30pm 

Tickets: £10 per adult 

Children 14 and under— free 

Games and quizzes for all 

 

For tickets and further details please ring:  

Nina Manser 01799 541863 

Ursula Lyons 01799 543164 



 41 

Debden Parish Pump  October 2019 

CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge            
01223 245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540696                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO is open) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
(Note new email address) 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
 

County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP for Uttlesford 
Kemi Badenoch………….0207 219521 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665 
swalsh@debden.org 
(Chairman, Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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EVENTS DIARY  2019 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.               

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 

October   

Saturday 5th       Wine tasting evening, Village Hall  7pm 

Saturday 5th       Wimbish Steam it day  10am-5pm 

Sunday 6th         Potential classic car run to Wimbish  

Tuesday 8th       Debden Lunch club, village hall  12 noon 

Saturday 12th     Harvest Supper, Village hall,  6pm 

Sunday 13th       Harvest service, Parish church  9.15am 

November   

Tuesday 5th      Debden school Bag2School collection 9 am 

Sunday 10th      Service of Remembrance, Parish Church  10.50am 

Tuesday 12th    Debden lunch club, village hall,  12 noon 

Sudoku P25: solution 
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Gluttons’ Corner 

 

LINGUINE ALLA CECCA 

This dish is one big celebration of the tomato, so they need to be the best. Key is 
fresh pasta, great tomatoes and very good Extra Virgin olive oil!  It is a cold (room 
temp) sauce stirred through hot pasta. The juices of the tomato and the olive oil 
form a beautiful sauce that coats every bit of pasta. 

From Nora Ephron’s fabulous book, Heartburn.  

Ingredients 

For 2 people: 

400g cherry or large fresh tomatoes 

One clove of garlic, cut into three 

Half teaspoon of chilli flakes  

Half a cup of extra virgin olive oil  

Bunch of fresh basil 

Squeeze of lemon juice  

Pinch of salt 

Half a teaspoon of red wine vinegar  

200 (or more according to your taste / hunger levels) grams of fresh linguine or 
Pappardelle pasta 

Preparation 

In a bowl prepare the tomatoes. Large - blanch, peel, deseed and tear up. Small 
and sweet - cut into four and remove some but not all the seeds etc) 

Add chilli, garlic, vinegar, salt, oil and stir  

Cover and leave this to rest for a couple of hours allowing the flavour to combine  

When ready to eat. Remove the garlic and discard 

Roughly chop the basil and stir in at the end before turning through the pasta. 
Cook pasta according to instructions 

Finish with a squeeze of lemon juice and ground black pepper. Add more basil and 
some parmesan if desired.  

 

Recipe recommended by Sara Walsh 
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Perfect day for the church summer barbeque 

Blue skies, bright sunshine and a pleasant temperature were just right for a barbe-
que in the church grounds on Saturday August 31st.  

Over 130 people came to enjoy the 
lovely surroundings and to savour 
beefburgers and sausages cooked 
superbly by John Saxon, assisted by 
members of his family.   

The drinks stall, run by Roger Manser 
and Jude Forster, did a good trade and 
the glasses of Pimms – whether  
alcoholic or non-alcoholic - were deli-
cious.  

 

The tombola stall, run and organised 
by Steph Watson, was popular as 
always.  Other activities included the 
coconut shy, splat the rat, hoopla, 
wheel of fortune, and wine or water: 
all of which saw a steady stream of 
participants. The golf chipping contest 
brought out the golfers’ competitive 
side while angling the chute to ensure 
success for roll a penny – made by 
Henry Blackie over 30 years ago – 
became serious business for both 
children and adults alike. 

Meanwhile, inside the church, visitors 
were able to browse through a wide 
range of books including a wonderful 
selection of nature, wildlife and travel 
books that had been donated by Bren-
da Vidler’s estate.  As usual, the 
homemade cakes and teas were ap-
preciated, especially as people could 
sit outside and enjoy them in the late 
summer sunshine.  

It was a great village event and good 
to see so many people enjoying them-
selves. Just under £1600 was raised 
to maintain our village church.   

The PCC would like to thank everyone who took part.   

Ursula Lyons 

Photos by Henry Blackie and Brad Bamfield 


