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      DEBDEN     PARISH    COUNCIL

MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF  DEBDEN  PARISH  COUNCIL  HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY,

4TH MARCH,  2020 AT 8.00PM IN THE MEMORIAL HALL,  DEBDEN

Present: Cllr S. Walsh (SW)   Chairman 

Cllr C. Bunting (CB)

Cllr C. Diggins (CD)

Cllr A. Gardner (AG) 

Cllr J. O'Brien (JO'B)

Cllr S. Watson (StephW)

In attendance:

Mrs. C. Griffin, Clerk (CG)

27 members of the public

The Chairman welcomed residents to the meeting.

20/162 Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr B. Lindsell (business commitment) and Cty Cllr S. Walsh

20/163  Declarations of Interests

To receive disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in items on the 

agenda

JO'B declared an interest in 20/214 (has an interest in a house in Deynes Road)

CB declared an interest in 20/213 (part land owner of land to the west of Thaxted 

Road)

20/164 Public participation  

Members of the public are permitted to make representations, and give evidence in

respect of any item of business included on the agenda and other matters of interest

 The Chairman of the VHT said an anonymous leaflet  has been distributed

throughout the village giving misleading information. The VHT will shortly be

holding three consultations and they will advise the facts, not fiction.

 To suggest that someone would burn down a house in the village and put it in

the local press does the whole village a great disservice.

(The Chairman said it was very disappointing to read this)

 At the last meeting it was stated that everyone on the electoral roll would be

allowed to vote but now you are offering three meetings which will not give

a fair representation. It is a huge sum of money for a small village and you are

not keeping to what was agreed    

(A full survey will be delivered to every household so there will be an opportunity for

everyone to reply.)

 How will it be controlled
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(The Chairman said the PC has a process)

 I  would like to reiterate my disappointment as the minutes do not inform

residents  and  I  hope  the  minutes  of  the  Extraordinary  meeting  will  be

comprehensive

 The planning application for 25 houses on land in Thaxted Road is community

changing.   UDC planning committee previously said it was an urban street

scheme  and  the  developer  had  not  consulted.  How  are  you  going  to

determine your response bearing in  mind there has been no consultation

with the village which is very disappointing.

(The  Chairman  said  this  is  an  outline  plan  and  it  will  be  discussed  later  in  the

meeting)

 Are you saying you will not make a determination. It should not be a “Yes” or

“No” without any consultation.

(The PC will comment on the application)

 You said the alternative Purkiss scheme should have been properly discussed

with the VHT and PC.  This has been on the table for three years.  It  was

cheaper so why did the VHT not consider earlier.

(If it is a viable scheme, we would need to look into it before taking it forward)

 I  emailed  the  Chairman  of  the  VHT  suggesting  a  meeting  to  discuss  the

Purkiss plan but to date have not had a reply.

 I would remind those people that three years ago when we were confronted

with an MOD deadline all the Parish Councillors, RG and VH Trustees signed

up to the Purkiss plan. It was the NVHG that refused to co-operate and we

were then faced with mediation.

 You made a statement that we should put this second option to the VHT.

Following a survey on the Purkiss plan the majority were in favour of this and

the VHT have known about it for three years.

(The PC have opened a consultation with everyone in the village to either instruct the

PC to borrow or not. If the village says “No” the money will go back but if they say

“Yes” we can go back to the MOD and confirm security of the funding.  Both schemes

would require funding and if these cannot be fully funded the grant is returned to

the MOD).

 With regard to the Purkiss plan, I have not been told by the Colonel what he

requires from me.

 At the Extraordinary meeting it was stated the loan facility would be up to

£400,000.  When we vote we need to know the maximum

(The  Chairman  confirmed  it  would  be  no  more  than  £400,000.   We  would  get

approval for that amount and it would be available for the next 12 months; interest

would be paid when it is drawn down.  We are just putting this facility in place. The

Precept would not be increased further)

 Is it the PC or VHT that is raising the money

(The costs are to take down the pavilion and build a new hall.  The pavilion is not

included and the PC will need to raise funds for that)

 Do you have permission to demolish the pavilion

(The PC own it)

 What will happen regarding the bats in the pavilion
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(Surveys  have  to be done and until  these are completed we do not know what

mitigation will be necessary)

 Could you clarify the date by which you have to secure funding

20/211 To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the Meeting

of the Council held on 5  th   February, 2020

Item 20/187

The following was removed:

 I was shocked to see on the Charity Commission accounts for the VHT have

been filed, there were outgoings of over £67,000.00 over recent years which

is a massive amount bearing in mind the hall has not been built

(The Chairman explained that charities with a turnover of less than £25,000.00 per

annum do not have to file accounts.  Most of this money has been spent on legal

advice etc.  In terms of the planning application, one of the comments made was the

Ecology report.  There is evidence that there have been bats in the pavilion so in

order to mitigate that a bat survey has to carried out which the Architect is dealing

with. The determination date was 31st December so we decided the best approach

was to withdraw the application. We have a good relationship with the MOD and the

risk of them pulling the grant is fairly low. We are intending to use the grant against

the plan submitted.  The MOD are fully aware of this and we will meet and give them

an update in the next two weeks. Works should start in June this year.   The VHT and

NVHG are looking into various ways of raising funding and by the end of January we

will have a clearer picture) 

and replaced with:

 A resident raised a comment regarding the expenditure of the VHT

With the above amendment it was resolved that the minutes should be signed as a

correct record:

Proposed:   SW Seconded: StephW All agreed

The Clerk advised that as the above had been removed from the January minutes it

should be reflected in the February minutes.  In view of the change the minutes were

not an accurate record.

20/212  To  approve  and  authorise  the  Chairman  to  sign  the  Minutes  of  the

Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on 19  th   February 2020

It was resolved that the minutes should be signed as a correct record

Proposed:  SW Seconded: StephW All agreed

20/227 To receive Reports from District and County Councillors

(It was agreed this item should be brought forward on the agenda)

Dist Cllr Luck reported on the EALC Award scheme, Parish Pump report, the car park,

ad-hoc firework displays, Chinese lanterns, football pitches, planning issues Debden

Residents group, safeguarding, Village Hall, Thaxted Road planning application.

A report from Cty Cllr Walsh had been circulated.
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20/213  To  discuss  planning  applications  and  receive  an  update  on  any  other

planning matters.

UTT/20/0193/FUL  Land south of Wisteria House, Henham Road, Debden Green

Alterations to plans approved under UTT/19/2048/FUL (revision to plot 1 approved 

under UTT/15/1103/DFO

Comments:

 It is out of keeping with the area.

 The application was originally submitted in 2015. Since then there have been 

a significant number of alterations and each revision has increased the size of 

the property.

(Cllr. Bunting left the meeting as he had a pecuniary interest)

UTT/20/0264/OP  Land to the west of Thaxted Road

Outline permission with all matters reserved except access for the erection of 25 

private and affordable dwellings.

The Chairman advised that the PC have had conversations with UDC and the 

developer.

Comments:

A letter will be sent to the Case Officer, Chris Tyler, advising that:

The application is flawed because parts of the submission are incorrect, namely, the 

Statement of Community Involvement refers to the previous application for 36 

houses (there has been no consultation with the village on the current application) 

and in the Design and Access Statement the access is shown incorrectly (it is in the 

same location as the original plan).

The Council objects to the application for the following reasons:

 This is a greenfield site, outside development limits which is contrary to policy

S7.

 The area is prime agricultural land which should not be developed, policy 

ENV1.

 The resident and visitor on site parking is completely inadequate for a rural 

development with unreliable transport facilities.  Therefore, the only 

alternative would be to park on Thaxted Road.  This is already used by many 

vehicles as a short cut where speeding has already been identified as a major 

problem by the Police and local Speedwatch group.

 Even though speed restrictions are in place shortly before the proposed 

development entrance its location still imposes extreme danger to the 

disabled residents and their carers living opposite in view of the speeding 

traffic
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 An additional problem would be the significant increase in the vehicle traffic 

adding to existing parking and traffic problems in the centre of the village. 

The centre of the village is already heavily congested with parked cars on 

roads and pavements causing a danger to pedestrians and road users.  The 

proposed development will only exacerbate this problem with additional 

traffic, grocery/home deliveries and cause greater 'stop start' traffic noise for 

residents and further reduce road safety for motorists and pedestrians in 

Thaxted Road and the area between the Plough public house and the 

Primary School.

 A major concern is that Brocton's Farmhouse and other properties below the 

proposed site, DEB 1, have a history of serious flooding from land (surface 

water) run off.  The UDC SFA 2016 identifies the high flood risk already 

existing from the large volumes of run off that the drainage ditch to the south

of the site, DEB 1, carries in the winter months.    Much of this comes from 

the farm land north of Thaxted Road running under the road way often 

blocking the culvert and flooding the carriageway. Any additional discharge 

from the SUDS scheme proposed, will  only exacerbate the already serious 

flood risk.  This concern has already been notified to your Flood Investigation 

Officer, Charlotte Smith, by email on 11th May 2018.

Would you please take the above into consideration and reject this application.

Whilst it is not a matter for the planning department, we wish to point out that the 

verge in Thaxted Road is registered as Common Land and forms part of the 

MANORIAL RIGHTS. The Parish Council is the landowner and this is currently under 

investigation. 

(Cllr Bunting re-joined the meeting)

UTT/20/0365/FUL  Fox Cottage, Water Lane

Proposed residential dwelling with new access to highway

Comments:

The PC object to the application because the proposed access is dangerous and it is 

in very close proximity to the junction at the bottom of Ivy Todd Hill.

UTT/20/0376/FUL  Recreation Ground, Mill Road

Demolition of existing pavilion and village hall (retaining village shop) and the 

erection of a new village hall and associated car park)

Comments:

The Parish Council fully supports the application..

To receive an update on Appeals

APP/C1570/W/19/3241323  Land to the north of Henham Road, Debden Green

The above Appeal has been dismissed.
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UTT/ 20/0525/FUL  Laceys Farm, Thaxted Road

Proposed  demolition  of  existing  agricultural  building  and  erection  of  a  dwelling

(alternative proposal to that approved under UTT/19/0738/PAQ3)

The Clerk will contact the Case Officer and request an extension for comments of one

week, until 8th April.

20/214   To discuss the application to the Land Registry by individuals for 

registration of the land forming the public highway in Deynes Road, subject to the 

public rights of way, and to resolve to contact the Land Registry and the individuals 

and/or their solicitors to challenge the application and if necessary, negotiate the 

transfer of the public highway, or subsoil thereof to the Parish Council for no or a 

nominal consideration

JO'B reported that she had been contacted regarding the above by some of the 

residents in Deynes Road (not all had been notified).  A holding objection was made 

as there was no evidence that ECC had been notified and the matter was taken up 

with ECC.

The former owner of the farm owns the road in question so we will withdraw the 

objection and send a letter to the solicitors acting for the owners and, in the event of

them being successful with the registration, ask if they would be willing to transfer 

the ownership of the public highway to Debden Parish Council for a nominal 

consideration.

20/215  To agree to apply for planning permission for a new pavilion on the 

recreation ground

It was proposed that the PC should apply for outline permission to build a new 

pavilion

Proposed:  StephW Seconded:  CB All agreed

20/216  To receive report from each Councillor on their areas of responsibility.

No reports were made as items were included on the agenda

20/217 To receive an update from the Parish Clerk

The Clerk circulated her report in advance and highlighted some issues.

 The encroachment issue at Maple House has been reported initially to UDC

and is currently being investigated by the Planning Enforcement team.

 The Public Rights of Way Officer has looked at the Ash trees on the footpath

next  to  Victoria  Cottage.   He  advised  me  that  these  trees  may  be  the

responsibility of the home/landowner. In order to establish responsibility he

would need to make further investigations.  However, at this stage the trees

are  not  infringing  on  the  footpath  so  no  action  will  be  taken  but  if  this

changes in the future then appropriate action will be taken.

 I have contacted the resident of Mill Farmhouse again but there is nothing to

report at present.
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 Following the last meeting I contacted the Internal Auditor and have already

sent  you a  report on my conversation.  He would be willing  to clarify  any

points in his report if they are sent to him by email.  I understand he has been

the auditor for Debden for 15 years but is not prepared to do the audit for

2019/20, therefore the PC will need to engage someone else.  EALC have a list

but he is the only auditor with FCPFA qualifications.

 I have booked Cllr Gardner on the two day Councillor training day.

 I have reserved a space for Cllr O'Brien on the Neighbouhood Planning Course

on 18th March

 I have re-let one of the Allotments which is available from the beginning of

April.

 I have received two complaints about the Allotment gate.  When I last visited

I  was unable to open it-   may be the weather  but I  think it  needs to  be

adjusted.

 Following the posting of the agenda for the meeting on the 19th, I received

nine calls asking if a meeting could be held if the notice was unsigned and it

did not comply with the three clear day rule.   I explained that it could go

ahead as it had been posted in Debden Green.

 EALC confirmed that it is in order for other groups in the village to use my

contact  details  on  leaflets  but  I  should  be  contacted  in  advance  and  my

telephone number should not be included.

 After publishing the agenda I received details of the RCCE 2020 Essex Village

of the Year competition and will include on the April agenda.

 I have been in touch with Jeanette as I was unable to contact the land registry

by email on Sunday.

 A resident of Rook End Lane would like to enter the Scarecrow competition

and use the Telephone Box in Thaxted Road as a prop.

 I have chased ECC on outstanding issues and reported the road in Water Lane

again.

 I have been asked why the holes on the car park have not been filled.  I have

said it was because of the weather and machinery breakdown.

 I  have  received  several  enquiries  asking  for  the  current  Precept  and  also

information on council tax bands which is available from UDC.

 I have been asked for information on organising a Parish meeting.

 Several residents have said the leaflet from the PC that was delivered with the

Parish Pump is confusing.

20/218  To receive an update on the Annual Assembly to be held on 22  nd   April 2020

The Clerk will invite representatives from Carver Barracks, St. Mary's Church, the 

Village Hall, Pentecostal Church, Parish Pump and the Primary School to the meeting 

to give a report.   If they are unable to attend, a written report will be requested and 

this will be made available on the website.  It was also suggested that a 

representative from EALC should be invited.
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20/219  To receive an update on the Village Shop

A Director of the Village Shop advised that there are a number of issues which are 

being worked through.  The Chairman and JO'B will meet with the VHT and Shop 

Committee and discuss outstanding matters.

It was confirmed that the land exchange has not yet taken place.

20/220  To receive a report on the Unauthorised Encampment Briefing

JO'B  attended the briefing and has circulated a  comprehensive report to all 

members of the PC.  The Police will assist private landowners on unauthorised 

encampments and hare coursing.  The PC should not act on their own but ask Steve 

Andrews at Essex Countrywide Traveller Unit (ECTU) to assist on their behalf..

20/221  To receive an update on the litter pick arranged for Saturday 11  th   April, 

2020

AG advised that the arrangements have been made and it has been advertised in the 

Parish Pump. 

20/222   (item was removed but number was not deleted)

20/223  To receive an update and approve the purchase of a new notice board for 

Debden Green

AG reported that she had researched a number of boards in different materials, 

details of which had been circulated.

It was proposed that an aluminium notice board should be purchased from the 

Parish Notice Board Company, cost £910.00 (a grant of £628 has been awarded from 

the  UDC Community Grant scheme)

Proposed:  AG Seconded: StephW All agreed 

20/224  To receive an update on the VE Day events and approve a request to use 

the Pavilion

StephW reported that arrangements for the 9th and 10th May are progressing well.  It 

was agreed that the pavilion could be used for these events.

Proposed:  AG Seconded: StephW All agreed

20/225  To consider making a donation to the retirement gift for the Chief 

Executive at EALC

It was proposed that a donation of £25 should be made to the retirement gift.

Proposed:  SW Seconded:  StephW All agreed

20/226  To approve Accounts for payment

The following accounts were approved for payment:

Support4sight £50.00 Donation (agreed 20/196)

Citizens Advice Bureau £50.00 Donation (agreed 20/196)

C. Griffin £411.71 Net salary + expenses (£24.55)

Debden Village Hall £10.00 Hire fee – 19th February

Debden Vilage Hall £30.00 Hire fee - Annual Assembly
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Debden Village Hall £80.00 Hire fee – consultations on 5th, 

7th and 11th March.

EALC £25.00 Contribution to retirement 

gift (agreed 20/225)

Direct Debits

January E-On £55.60 Street lights

January A & J Lighting £23.86 Street lights – maintenance

20/227  To receive Reports from District and County Councillors

Report from Dist Cllr Stewart Luck given earlier in the meeting

20/228  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

SW reported that a new padlock has been purchased for the fence across the 

entrance to the playground.

The Clerk will contact ECC regarding the condition of the road outside Bayes House, 

Ivy Todd Hill.

20/229   items for the next agenda

To receive a report on CCTV equipment for the recreation ground site.

To discuss the results of the Public Consultation and Precept Increase Survey.

20/230  date of next meetings

The next meeting  will be held on Wednesday 1st April, 8.00pm in the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 10.05 pm.   

 

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 01.04.20.




