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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page Ã18.00 Half page Ã12.00 Quarter page Ã10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 ϦtǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ !Řǳƭǘǎ 
 ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎϦ 
 
CƻǊ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ hǿŜƴ .ǊȅŀƴǘΦ               

/ŀƭƭ лмтфф рннмпр ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜΦ 
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From the Editor 

Writing an editorial for the Pump occasionally presents a slight challenge 
because the magazine has to be compiled a couple of weeks before publi-
cation. During these highly unusual times the news updates are changing 
constantly so that the content of some articles may not be bang up to date, 
depending on the subject. We have progressed during the past few weeks 
from total lockdown to a slight easing of restrictions, and this has been wel-
come news for most people, particularly those who have businesses to run 
and jobs to return to.  

The street party VE celebrations in our village demonstrated the joy of be-
ing able to socialise once again, though at a careful distance, on a beauti-
ful Spring day, and villagers are continuing to pay tribute to NHS workers 
and carers every Thursday at 8pm by coming outside to applaud in front of 
their houses. 

There is good news on page 5 that the MOD has extended the deadline on 
its grant towards the cost of building a New Village Hall, and a total of 
Ã2475 has been raised in the past two months towards the building fund 
through the efforts of April Gardner and team. Keep donating!  

We have an account of what life is like in Shanghai now that everything is 
returning to normal after weeks of lockdown, from Jonathan, who grew up 
in Debden. 

Though we have suffered a lot of stress lately, we must be grateful for the 
fantastic weather weôve been having (though farmers will want rain!).  
People are getting out into the lovely countryside around us and exercising 
more. Many are finding an interest in gardening, as we can see from the 
lovely photos taken around the village (p41) for the Debden Gardens com-
petition. 

Have a wonderful June, 

Kathy 
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Parish Council News 

Parish Council meetings  

For the foreseeable future, in accordance with advice from EALC and 
NALC, Parish Council meetings will be held by Zoom.  Our first meeting was 
held on Wednesday 6th May and despite a few teething issues, all Council-
lors, the clerk and 7 members of the public successfully joined the meeting.  
The latest software upgrade seemed to have caused a few technical issues 
which we hope will have been resolved by the next meeting.  

Continuing assistance  

Despite some restrictions being lifted, if you know of anyone in the village 
who needs support at the moment, please contact either Cllr Charlotte Dig-
gins (Tel: 01799 541270) or Rev. John Saxon (Tel: 01799 541619). 

The Parish Council would like to congratulate John on his appointment to 
the position of Team Rector for Debden and Wimbish.  

Roads and signs 

The VAS (Vehicle Activated sign) at Smiths Green is not working and has 
been reported. 

ECC has been informed of the condition of the road outside Bayes House 
on Ivy Todd Hill. This has been inspected and risk assessed but as it is not 
as serious as many other issues in the district; it will be regularly monitored, 
and if it deteriorates action will be taken. 

Village playground 

Until further guidance is received from the government the playground will 
remain closed.  It is hoped that the tennis courts will reopen as soon as it is 
safe and practical to do so.   

Village hall project update 

We are pleased to report that recent conversations have taken place which 
have resulted in the MOD giving the PC a stay of execution for the grant. 
The milestones agreed earlier in the year are still in place and the next mile-
stone is to achieve planning permission and we expect a decision in June/
July.  

In the meantime, in accordance with the majority approval from the village, 
but cognisant of the current situation due to COVID-19, the PC is continuing 
to lay the groundwork for a PWLB loan should it be required.  We will be 
obtaining agreement for a loan facility which will be valid for a year but we 
will not draw down until required and may not draw down at all. 

An update provided by the VHT has confirmed alternative proposed 
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schemes have not demonstrated viability, therefore the scheme under plan-
ning consideration by UDC is the only scheme to be taken forward.  

Planning 

UTT/20/0727/FUL Barn at Leggatts Farm, Henham Road 

Conversion of existing barn to one dwelling (revised scheme to approved 
UTT/17/2656/FUL and UTT/17/2657/LB) 

Comments: The Parish Council has no comments to make on the above but 
draw attention to the public footpath which is in the vicinity. Access and use 
of the footpath should not be affected by this application. 

UTT/20/0795/OP Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Mill Road 

Outline application with all matters reserved except access and layout for 
the demolition of existing sports pavilion and erection of new sports pavilion 

No Comments 

 
MoD extends deadline on village hall grant 

The Ministry of Defence has agreed to extend the deadline on its grant to-
wards the cost of building Debdenôs new village hall. The announcement 
was made at the (virtual) May parish council meeting. This follows the news 
that Debden Parish Council has secured a government loan facility to 
bridge any funding gap during construction of the hall. A guarantee of full 
funding met one of the conditions agreed with the MoD in order to secure 
the grant. 

The parish council will have access to a loan from the Public Works Loan 
Board of up to Ã400,000, if it is required. The council was given the authori-
ty to apply for the loan by a majority vote following the recent public consul-
tation. As council chairman Stuart Walsh has emphasised, the council will 
only draw down from the loan if there is a shortfall in funds raised and there 
may be no need to use the loan facility at all. Any funds borrowed would be 
repaid by an increase in the parish council precept but this would not hap-
pen until at least 2021. 

In order to continue to retain the MoD grant, the parish council needs to 
secure planning permission and provide a date for commencement of con-
struction. The council made the planning application on behalf of the Village 
Hall Trust (VHT). Planning permission is pending the outcome of a bat sur-
vey of the pavilion, which will be demolished to make way for the new hall. 
The survey took place in May to establish whether bats are roosting and, if 
so, what mitigation measures may be needed to satisfy ecology require-
ments.  
                                                                                             (continued on p7) 
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The Plough Takeaway & Shop 

Opening hours: 

Wed-Sat 12-2pm, 5-9pm & Sun 12-3pm 

Please find our takeaway menu, plus updates and 
more information, on our Facebook page (you donõt 
have to have a Facebook account to access!) 

Please order by phone and give us as much notice as 
possible for your takeaway orders to help us with or-
dering, preparation, and to help keep our phone line 

free during peak times! 

 

TAKEAWAY DRINKS AVAILABLE 

Our doors are still open but we are allowing a maxi-
mum of 3 customers on the premises at a time. Cash 

and card payments taken. 

Need help with shopping? 

We are stocking basic groceries such as bread, milk, 
eggs, flour etc daily. For fresh fruit, vegetables and 
most other groceries, we can take advance orders for 
collection within 48 hours (subject to availability). 

 

We can deliver within the village if you are self-
isolating. 

01799 541899 
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(Continued from p5) 

Preliminary planning for building the new hall is under way although timing 
may be affected by the impact of the coronavirus lockdown on the con-
struction industry. 

A response is awaited from Uttlesford District Council on the application 
for planning permission for the replacement pavilion that will be built ad-
joining the eastern end of the new hall. 

The VHT has written to the sponsors of a proposal to build the new hall on 
the site of the present hall to say that after careful consideration of the 
information provided, the plans do not meet the requirements of the trust. 
The current plan to build on the site of the pavilion, the result of a media-
tion agreement between the stakeholder groups and the MoD, is the only 
scheme that will be pursued.    

A further update on the new hall project will be provided in the July Pump. 

Mike Fairchild 

Chairman, New Village Hall Group 

 

MARJORY HYNES    (16 JULY 1925 TO 15 APRIL 2019) 

 

Marjory was born to Nellie and Sid Boatman 
in one of four cottages in Transfer Row (now 
Hortons) in Debden in 1925.  She was one of 
six children, two brothers and three sisters: 
Guy, Dina, Nora, Connie and Ted.  The fami-
ly moved to 4 Deynes Road in the early 
1930ôs and this is where Marjory grew up. 
She left school aged 14 and went into service 
in Little Walden, where Nora already worked. 
They had a half day off on a Sunday, when 
they could go home, and they cycled there 
and back accompanied by their father. Marjo-
ry and Nora have told us that they werenôt 
treated particularly well working there and 
were often hungry. 

(continued overleaf) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Marjory later went to work in South Road, Saffron Walden, for a Swedish 
family.  Whilst there, on her way home one evening she was knocked down 
by an Army truck and remained in hospital for 9 months with a badly broken 
leg.  The injury gave her trouble throughout her life, and was one of the rea-
sons she had mobility issues in old age.                                            

The family she worked for never contacted the Boatmans to find out how 
she was, and subsequently once Marjory was back to full health she didnôt 
go back to work for them. She next worked in St James Maternity Hospital in 
Saffron Walden, and in wartime worked in the Officerôs Mess at RAF Deb-
den as a waitress.  She was proud to say that she waited tables for General 
Eisenhower on one of his visits. Marjory had many tales to tell of her time 
there during the Second World War, often sad when one of the pilots didnôt 
return from a sortie, but there were also many happy memories.   

Whilst working at RAF Debden, Marjory met Tony Hynes from Clydach, 
South Wales, who was posted to RAF Debden, they married on Christmas 
Eve 1947, a joint wedding with her sister Connie who married Alf Crystal, 
also from Clydach. Marjory and Tony moved into a room in the attic at the 
Limes and often spoke of her time there and how kind her landlady Daisy 
Bunting was. Alan was born whilst they lived there. Shortly after, they moved 
to 2 Deynes Road where the rest of her children, Linda, Christine, Ursula 
and Terry were born. 

Marjory was very active in village life in her younger days, supporting all of 
the local events, she was an expert fancy dress maker and we always won a 
prize for our costumes.  Marjory loved the local dances, whist drives and 
village fetes. They also had lots of parties on Saturday nights after the pub 
closed. Someone would play the piano, harmonica or accordion and they  
would sing and dance until the early hours. Sadly in later life Marjorie devel-
oped agoraphobia, and struggled to go out even in the village.  

Marjory never wanted to leave Debden, the place she loved and lived the 
whole of her life, and was able to stay here with the help of the wonderful  
carers who looked after her so well in the last few years of her life. However 
narrow Marjoryôs life became she never complained, and was always more 
worried about how the rest of us were, than how she was herself.  

She always had a smile for everyone. 

She will be sadly missed by us all. 

Alan Hynes 
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District Councillors report to Debden from Cllr Stewart Luck June 
2020  

 

 
Here is some information about UDC matters. 
 
With reference to the Local Plan: After my request for com-
ments, 3 people contacted me recently with their views 
about the future of the UDC Local Plan. As predicted, UDC 
Councillors voted by a sizeable majority to withdraw the 
previous plan and start again. 
 
Not having a village Neighbourhood plan or UDC Local Plan in place might 
allow housing developments to be applied for at random throughout the 
area. It's a risk! However, a new plan will cost several millions, but there 
seems to be no alternative, based on government thinking. Maybe things 
have changed now due to the pandemic? 
 
UDC are doing a fantastic job keeping the administration running while we 
all deal with the Covid 19 virus. The emergency funding from UK. GOV 
has been rapidly distributed to those in need, but UDC will be left short of 
cash, due to loss in revenue from car parks, business rates and residentsô 
Council tax "holidays". The government insists it won't provide additional 
support/funding for lost revenue, which could have a possible impact on 
our services. I believe that other councils are in the same position. Some 
larger authorities are likely to suffer a greater financial loss. I can assure 
you we UDC Councillors are doing everything we can to soften any loom-
ing problems, assisting Officers and supporting our community.  
 
By now the Recycling Centres will be open but please limit the waste you 
dispose of to that which would be a health hazard if stored at home. 
 
I have not been successful in obtaining information from Debden Parish 
Council recently. 
 
If you have comments or need more info, please email me at 
Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk   
 
mobile no. 07974188395  
 
 
 
Stay Safe!  Be alert!                                                   Cllr Stewart Luck 

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Debden Gardens 2020 

Are you proud of your garden? 

As we are unable to have the Debden Open Gardens this year, we 
are sharing pictures of our gardens throughout the summer. April 
Gardner and Hilary Davey have set up a Facebook page Debden 
Gardens 2020 on which photos are being displayed from your gar-
dens, taken at various stages throughout the season from May to 
September.  

The photos can be general views or of specific plants or areas of 
your garden. Please send up to three photos to : 
hilarydavey@btopenworld.com  
and they will be displayed on both the Debden Facebook page and 
the www.debden.org website. To maintain confidentiality, no 
names or addresses will be shown. 

Thank you to those of you who have already sent photos, a selec-
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