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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.               

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 



3 

Debden Parish Pump  August 2020 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

Parish Council Report  4 John Saxon letter 26 

District Councillors Report 5 Carver Barracks sports project 28 

Hundred parishes article 8 Pentecostal news 30 

Police advice: post lockdown 10 Book lovers corner 40 

From the Editor 

August is here already - and what a fantastic summer it has been 
so far. After weeks of sunny lockdown people have had the oppor-
tunity to exercise more outdoors and many are looking healthy and 
relaxed as a result. 

Harvesting has begun already, (see article on page 13) and as can 
be seen in the photos on the back page, Debden Gardens have 
also benefited from the lovely weather. Please keep sending in your 
photos. 

The announcement of the winners of the 8th annual Potato compe-
tition took place on Saturday 18th at the Plough, and even with 
Covid restrictions in place, an enjoyable evening was had by all 
who attended. 

In view of the Government’s forthcoming rule requiring face cover-
ings to be worn, the instructions on page 41 for a no- sew version 
might come in handy. 

Continuing on this theme with one of many books set in a time of 
plague, there is a review of Maggie O’Farrell’s excellent novel  
Hamnet on page 40. 

There is good news on page 21 of a generous donation from Deb-
den Pre-school, which closed two years ago, to the New village Hall 
fund, for the benefit of future generations of Debden children. 

Wishing everyone an enjoyable month. 

 

Kathy 
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Parish Council News 

 

Parish Council meetings  

For the foreseeable future, Parish Council meetings will be held by 
Zoom.  Meeting agendas, with the link to join, will be posted on Deb-
den.org website as well as the Parish noticeboards. If residents wish to 
raise matters of mutual interest under the Public Participation section of 
the agenda but are unable to raise them in person at a meeting, then 
please submit your question to the clerk pcclerk@debden.org by 10pm 
on the preceding Monday.   

 

Parish Council Facebook Page 

Debden PC has set up a Parish Council Facebook page to provide a fur-
ther means of sharing relevant and timely information with local resi-
dents.   Search Debden Parish Council and follow the page.  

 

Debden Playground 

After the recent government announcement and guidelines relating to 
COVID-19 and playgrounds, Debden playground is now open but en-
tered and used at your OWN RISK.  Please follow the recommended 
guidelines for COVID-19, reiterated on the signs at each entrance. It is 
recommended you take your own hand sanitiser with you and dispose of 
any litter safely.  Respect others and ensure your children play safely.  

 

A recent play inspection report has deemed the toddler swings unsafe 
due to rotten timbers. Therefore, these swings have been removed. We 
are working to get them replaced as soon as possible. In the meantime 
please do not climb on this equipment.  

 

VJ Day, August 15th  

We are awaiting further guidance, but it is hoped celebrations for VJ day 
will be street party style in front or back gardens of homes in Debden and 
Debden Green (similar to VE day).  

 

Gigaclear box at Fox Crossroads 

Following a request from the Parish Council, ECC have confirmed that 
Gigaclear will be re-locating the Gigaclear junction box at Fox 
Crossroads to ensure it doesn’t impede visibility.  
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Planning applications 

UTT/20/1207/HHF Victoria Cottage, Deynes Road  

Demolition of outbuilding and erection of a two storey side extension and 
a lean to timber clad single storey side extension to create a storage area.  

Comments: None  

 

UTT/20/1433/HHF Crouch End House, High Street  

Demolition of existing garage, proposed single storey side extension, re-
moval of internal walls to form kitchen/diner  

Comments: None 

 

Tennis courts 

The tennis courts have reopened.  Please see https://
www.debdentennis.co.uk/ for revised guidelines for play.  

 

 
Uttlesford District Councillors report from Cllr Stewart Luck 

The following information is food for thought and not in any particular order 
of importance.  

Hate Crime 
You might remember a resident of Debden was worried about their house 
being targeted so I investigated this period. There were 101 incidents re-
ported to Essex Police. This was 2.8% of the county total and is the third 
lowest in the county. However, this was an increase of 44.2% (31) com-
pared to the previous year. In common with the whole county total, Racial 
Hate Crime is the largest strand (62) and the next is Homophobic (25) and 
Disability (13).  What do you think we need to do working with others to re-
duce these figures? 

Water Scarcity is a growing issue due to climate change, population growth 
and increasing household consumption. What are you going to do about 
that in your household? Do it now!  Come on kids give us ideas e,g. Load 
the dishwasher to full before you start it to wash. 

I have put my name to a motion at the Council meeting which asks water 
companies to take measures to revitalise our chalk streams in the North 
Uttlesford area. We have the Rivers Chelmer, Pant and Cam rising in the 
area of Rowney wood. Due to the reduction in the height of the water table 
here these streams are drying up at certain times of year. That affects the 
ecology of the area. Pumping water into the Cam at Audley End is not the  
answer as this water is not from a chalk based source.  

(continued overleaf) 

https://www.debdentennis.co.uk/
https://www.debdentennis.co.uk/
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Fireworks 
Another motion I am supporting is to get residents to “think” before they let 
off fireworks. I am not talking about the direct safety issues that you read on 
the instruction leaflet - take them as read. I am talking about the indirect 
effects. Not everyone likes the flashes and bangs associated with fireworks. 
OK we should expect fireworks on Bonfire night and New Year’s Eve public 
celebrations but it’s the smaller private displays that can cause distress and 
be considered anti-social. So could I suggest you tell other residents in your 
area if you are planning a celebration with fireworks so they and their ani-
mals can be in safe places while the display takes place. (I have been given 
evidence of horses bolting into wire fences and dogs running into roads and 
getting killed so this is not a silly request but equally so I don’t think we 
need a law about it. Just be sensible)   
 
A recent posting regarding antisocial activity by some motor cyclists on Fa-
cebook received 15023 hits. That’s quite a lot! My comment as Ward repre-
sentative was this. If you asked a person in Wimbish about the subject they 
would say this happens along the B184 which is a haven for “racing at high 
speed”. In Debden they would likely comment about the noisy single cylin-
der machines or the whine if the two stroke off-road machines as they trav-
erse our green lanes in Debden at higher speeds than is reasonable, often 
early on a quiet Sunday morning. My fellow Cllr Colin Day is asking Parish 
Council Members and others to Email Safer Essex Roads Partnership 
using this link https://safeessexroads.org  with their comments. 

Cllr Colin Day is a UDC Cabinet member and one of his duties is to sit on 
the Essex Police, Fire & Crime Panel.  
At a meeting in Debden and Wimbish Ward he spoke to some Parish Coun-
cillors and Landowners with special concerns, i.e. theft and antisocial  
behaviour in this Ward. Those attending put pressure on Colin to have this 
area better policed to stop rural crime being so easy to commit, by acting as 
a deterrent to all crooks. All agreed a PCSO is not a replacement for a large 
grown up police officer in situations that occur now, and that police should 
attend incidents. Many felt we residents are being ignored when we ask for 
help in fighting crime, because of the fact that statistically Uttlesford has the 
lowest crime rate compared to other areas of Essex.  
We might have to pay more to get that support but that as accepted by the 
group.  

I suggest we investigate these matters if we want things to change. 

Please read and observe the Countryside code. 

I am always available on email:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk  
 
Tel:07974 188395 

https://safeessexroads.org
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Glutton’s Corner: Runner Bean Samosas 

Ingredients 

1 small floury potato’  peeled and halved 

60ml vegetable oil 

1 small onion, diced 

4 garlic cloves, grated 

1 tbsp mild curry powder 

200g runner beans, topped, tailed and sliced, plus extra to serve 

1 tbsp mango chutney 

½ small pack coriander, roughly chopped 

6 sheets filo pastry 

natural yogurt, mixed with chopped mint and lime, to serve 

For the topping 

1 tsp icing sugar : 1 tbsp mild curry powder : 1 tbsp onion seeds 

Method 

Put the potato in a small saucepan, cover with cold water and bring to the 
boil. Simmer for 15 mins until completely cooked through, then mash and 
set aside. Meanwhile, make the filling for the samosas. Heat a frying pan 
over a medium heat with 2 tsp of the oil and fry the onion for about 5 mins 
until starting to brown. Add the garlic, curry powder and beans, fry for 2 
mins until they start to soften, then remove from the heat. Stir in the chut-
ney, mashed potato and coriander, add a little seasoning and chill in the 
fridge for 15 mins. 

Heat oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. To make the samosas, lay one filo 
sheet on a clean work surface. Brush the filo with a thin layer of oil, then 
fold in half lengthways with the short edge towards you. Keep the remain-
ing pastry covered with a damp cloth so it doesn’t dry out. Spoon a sixth of 
the cooled filling at one end of the strip, and leave a 2cm border. Take the 
right corner and fold diagonally to the left, enclosing the filling and forming 
a triangle. Fold again along the upper crease of the triangle. Keep folding in 
this way until you reach the end of the strip. Place on a baking tray lined 
with baking parchment. Repeat the process until all of the mix is used up. 

Brush all the samosas with oil, then dust with icing sugar, curry powder and 
the onion seeds. Bake in the oven for 20 mins until deep golden brown, 
then serve with the flavoured yogurt and some chutney. 
By Tom Kerridge, BBC Good Food Magazine 
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www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

 
Recently we have enjoyed above average hours of sunshine and walking 
or cycling along paths, bridleways and less busy roads has enabled us to 
admire the abundance of wildflowers and their insect visitors on field mar-
gins and wayside verges.  

 
Many of these insects are the familiar pollinators such as butterflies, hover-
flies and bees. For obvious reasons, observations of insect / plant interac-
tions after dark are less well studied, especially pollination activities.  Con-
cerns about the impact of bright lights on the behaviour of night-flying 
moths assumed a greater importance when a report published in 2017 re-
vealed that crop yields could be reduced by as much as 13% in well-lit are-
as as the pollinating moths became disorientated.  Ongoing research is 
revealing the importance of various moths in pollinating flowers, including 
those of crops such as soft fruits, peas and beans.   

 
Moths transport pollen on their tongues and undersides as they flit from 
flower to flower under the cover of darkness.  Maintaining a wide variety of 
food plants for their caterpillars is a good reason for the retention of un-
mown verges, wildflower meadows or flower-rich gardens.  

 
Darker nights also help our own appreciation of the wonders of the uni-
verse. Away from ‘civilisation’ there are many excellent locations for star 
gazing across the Hundred Parishes where there is little artificial light after 
dark. You can check the details for your own location on the online map of 
CPRE’s 2020 star count on www.cpre.org.uk/starcountresults.   

 
Bright lights can be intrusive and there are concerns about their impact on 
human health and wellbeing.  Local councils can adopt policies to tackle 
light pollution and protect our dark skies.  Minimising the use of bright 
lights can save money and will enable moths to keep busy with their valua-
ble pollination services in unlit areas. 

 
Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
http://www.cpre.org.uk/starcountresults
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Venturing out from “Lock Down” 

As the Covid19 restrictions are eased and we 

cautiously emerge from the security of our 

homes whilst not wishing to alarm we do need 

to remember to secure our property once 

again. Whether we are just going to the shops, 

going out for the day or perhaps taking that 

well deserved break make sure your home is secure and it looks like you 

are still there. 

Just a few tips to remind you: 

• Ensure that windows, doors, outbuildings and gates are closed and locked 

correctly, make sure all tools are put away too. Remember with PVCu and 

similar doors – when locking Lift the handle, turn and remove the key. If you 

have a night latch and a mortice lock ensure that you lock both not just the 

night latch. 

• No keys outside in hidey holes please, the thief will find them no matter 

how well you think they are hidden. 

• Create the illusion of occupancy: A radio on, a chair that looks like you 

have just got up, book or magazine open with a pair of spectacles and a 

mug next to it, a vacuum cleaner with the lead trailing out of sight (not 

plugged in), the usual signs of habitation and don’t leave it too tidy. 

• Consider a doorbell that you can answer remotely on your smartphone. A 

lot of these you can add further CCTV cameras that you listen and speak 

through too. 

• Use automatic timer-switches to turn your lights on when it gets dark, also 

consider a “Fake TV” unit discretely hidden from view. 

• If you have an intruder alarm make sure that you set it before leaving and 

ensure that your neighbours know who the keyholders are. 

• Keys to other cars; put them away and in a “faraday bag” if you have a 

keyless car. 
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If you are away for a longer period: 

• Curtains open or curtains closed? – The worse thing is half open half 

closed, day or night the thief will know you are out. I go by the principle 

that some people do not close all curtains at night but most are open dur-

ing the day especially in those “lived in” rooms. So as long as you have 

evidence visible that looks like you are in the house somewhere then it 

makes sense to leave them open. 

• Cancel any newspaper or milk deliveries, delay ordering online purchases 

before you go away or have them delivered to friends or family that are at 

home to hold until you return. 

• Use the Royal Mail's 'Keepsafe' service - they keep your mail for up to 2 

months while you're away. Mail sitting on your doorstep is a sign that you 

are away. 

• Trusted neighbours may be able to help you by collecting your post, 

opening and closing curtains and they could park their car on your drive-

way. 

• Avoid discussing holiday plans on public social networking sites, watch 

what you are posting including photographs (they may be date stamped) 

while you are away too or you may find you are giving useful information 

that the burglar or fraudster may use. 

Don’t forget the car when you leave it unattended: 

• Close the windows and lock it, verify it is looked by the sound, the flash of 

the lights or try the handle. 

• Leave nothing on show, remember to the thief even the empty bag or 

jacket is inviting, they don’t know what they may contain until your car has 

been damaged in the course of them breaking into your car. 

• Choose a safe place to park, with lots of visibility over it, if you can look 

for a “Parkmark” accredited car park http://www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-

finder . 

Further advice can be found at www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ 

or www.securedbydesign.com/  
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A notice from Debden Parish Council 

 

Since the 4th of July, children’s playgrounds, 
outdoor gyms and other community spaces 
have been able to start reopening for public use. 
Whilst this is a positive step that many people 
will be glad to see, it does however present 
some important issues that both the councils who manage the 
parks, and the public who use them must consider. 

Please note if you enter and use Debden Play Area you do so at 
your OWN RISK. 

There are a number of measures that should be taken to prevent 
the transmission of Covid-19. 

On the part of parents/ guardians and other users, care must be tak-
en to wash hands with antibacterial gel before and after usage. It is 
also a good idea to bring antibacterial towels to wipe down equip-
ment, entry/ exit gates and hand-rails, etc. before you use them. 
Parents/ guardians should also encourage children to maintain so-
cial distance with other people. It is recommended to not drink or 
eat in the play area, and any personal litter should be disposed of in 
the bin or taken home. Please do not drop litter in the area. 

We have installed signs reminding you of these guidelines and to 
communicate these simple measures, at each gated entrance to the 
play area. 

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly and 
kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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Pub openings bring harvest cheer  

 

 
The field of barley pictured on the front cover of last month’s Pump 
looks very different now as harvesting gets under way on local farms. 
It’s not surprising that with crops such as barley, East Anglia is known 
as the “Breadbasket of England”. Barley is the fourth largest grain 
crop globally after wheat, rice and corn and is used in foodstuffs such 
as bread and soups, health products and animal fodder. 

Winter barley, pictured above after harvesting, goes to animal feed 
and so does the straw that is sent to the West Country. One of the 
more popular uses of spring barley grown locally is for distilling for 
whisky and malt for beer. In his amusing column in the Sunday 
Times, based on his farm named Diddly Squat (“because that’s what 
it makes”), Jeremy Clarkson bemoans the effect on crop prices of a 
weather-driven glut and the fact that “all the pubs are shut”.  Well, at 
least that’s changing.  
Mike Fairchild 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

 

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
 

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 

 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
 

mailto:rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 
Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TAC-
CA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 

DEBDEN  
TABLE TENNIS 

THURSDAY  
EVENINGS 

 

Brighten up your Thursdays 
 

Come along to the village hall 
from 8pm for a game or two of 
table tennis.  
 
It would be good to see some 
more people joining in so why not 
just turn up and give it a go.  You 
will be most welcome and will find 
it excellent exercise and good fun.  
Jim Watson  
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Pre-school donation to new village hall 

Debden Pre-School, which closed in July 2018, has made a generous do-
nation of £1,800 to Debden Village Hall Trust towards the cost of building 
the new village hall.  

The donation was made from remaining funds when the pre-school was 
wound up and from the sale of equipment. Donations were also made to 
Debden Primary Academy, Debden Parish Church and Debden Parish 
Council. “We wanted to plough back our remaining funds into the communi-
ty and especially for the benefit of children in the village,” said Alison Hare 
who was chairman of the pre-school when it closed.  

Debden pre-school began some 40 years ago, during which time hundreds 
of children from Debden and the surrounding area, aged 2½ to five years, 
benefited from a happy and loving environment in which play, learning and 
exploration prepared them for the move to primary education. Sadly, the 
school, which regularly enjoyed top rating from Ofsted, had to close through 
a lack of qualified and experienced staff. 

Richard Cawte, chairman of the Villager Hall Trust, said, “We are really 
grateful for this generous donation but also the spirit in which it has been 
given because the new hall will serve not only the existing community but 
future generations.” 
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Huffy Hikes 

Have you noticed the “Harcamlow  Way” signs on the footpaths through 
Debden? I first noticed it on the Deynes Road sign outside Yuva, then I 
noticed another to the west of the Church, at the top of Deynes Road and 
more along the side of Rowney Wood. After research (Google) I discov-
ered Debden is on an LDW (Long Distance Walk), a large figure of eight 
that happens to cross in the valley between New-
port and Debden, covering 141 miles. 

Huffy, our Springador (mid-size brown bundle of 
energy) arrived in our household in the Spring of 
2019. At the same time at work I had been chal-
lenged to learn about Social Media. As a result 
“Huffy Hikes” was created on Instagram. On the 
31

st
 August, 2019 Huffy & I set off to walk from 

Debden to Thaxted, armed with an Ordnance sur-
vey map and mobile phone (photos are required), 

and joined by my son Harry, 
this was leg one. We completed another leg most 
weekends through the summer, reaching Roydon Sta-
tion in autumn 2019 (the southernmost point). We then 
took a break for winter. Lockdown meant a delay to 
our re-start in 2020, but we were back on the trail as 
soon as we could travel. 

On a recent Saturday (27
th
 June, 2020) we found our-

selves walking along Fleam Dyke, north of Balsham as 
we progressed to the most northerly point.  

We have seen many new and in-
teresting places that we normally 
zip past on the road. Tilty Abbey, 
Tumuli, (Roman Burial mounds), 
beautiful tucked away houses, se-
rene churches, peaceful footpaths, 

stunning views. Ideally we’d like to complete our hike 
before this winter. Who knows what our next option is - 
maybe the Saffron Trail, Southend to Saffron Walden 
(71 miles), Icknield Way, Ivinghoe Beacon, Tring to 
Knettishall Heath, Thetford, (110 miles or one of the 
many alternatives).  

Feel free to follow us at “Huffy Hikes” on Instagram, or if you would like to 
join us for a leg (usually around 6 mile / 10k) once we can walk together 
again let us know. 
Sue Bird 

Harcamlow sign 

Route map 

Sue with Huffy 
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The 8
th

 Annual Debden Potato Competition 

With the Covid 19 restrictions of the last few months it was uncertain if we 
could have the competition in its usual form this year. But we applied sen-
sible precautions and the judging went very well even if we did not have 
the usual band of followers. However the usual bribes  hospitality was as 
welcome and generous as ever. 

The variety this year was Setanta Red and it produced a potato with very 
tasty white flesh and good crop yield. 

The regular judges Brad Bamfield and 
Dave Wilson were joined again this year 
by Ian Rust who has now become a regu-
lar judge due to dedication and ruthless-
ness in seeking every last potato no matter 
how small. 

The results and awards were made in the 
Plough garden as usual. 

1
st

 place – 15.0 kg Clive Bunting 

2
nd

 place – 12.0kg Dave Wilson (last 
year’s winner) 

3
rd

 place – 11.1 kg Willy Bunting 

Biggest potato – Clive Bunting 

Mr Potato Head (for the lowest recorda-
ble crop) Karen Alexander with 1.2kg 

My thanks to all competitors, my fellow judges, supporters who joined us 
along the route. See you all again in 2021. 

Brad Bamfield 

Carpet of Blue 

A carpet of blue with splashes of white covers fields 
approaching Debden Green from Thaxted. The crop 
is Echium, closely related to borage. Sometimes 
grown as a garden plant, Echium is a farm crop pro-
ducing a seed oil containing acids with many uses 

including in cosmetics, especially for skin treatment, 
pharmaceuticals, food products and even, if you’re 
brave enough, a herbal infusion. Not surprisingly, it’s 
loved by pollinators, especially bees. In earlier times, 
it was said to be an antidote for viper bites.  MF 

Judges working hard as usual 
on Karen’s successful attempt 
to win Mr Potato Head. 
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The Plough Takeaway 

 

Opening hours: 

Wed-Sat 12-2, 5-8.30 & Sun 12-2.30 

 

Please find our takeaway menu plus updates & 
more info on our Facebook page (you don’t have to 

have a Facebook account to access!) 

Please order by phone & give us as much notice 
as possible for your takeaway orders to help us 

with ordering & preparation, and to help keep our 
phone line free during peak times! 

 

TAKEAWAY DRINKS AND GROCERIES AVAILABLE 
BY PRE-ORDER 

 

Our doors are still open but we are allowing a 
maximum of 3 customers on the premises at a 

time. 

 Cash & card payments taken. 
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Debden Church Letter 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I have recently been reminded of an often-quoted 
verse from scripture.  It is Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with hope.”   These are frequently 
shared as words of encouragement at times of change.  Dawn and I 
received a marble plaque bearing this verse as a wedding gift and it 
still stands on our mantlepiece today.  We would never have 
guessed all these years later that we would be here in Saffron Wal-
den serving in the team ministry as a vicar and wife. 

However, that familiar verse is a challenge too if we read it in con-
text.  The Prophet Jeremiah, writing at the time when the Jewish 
leaders were in exile in Babylon, says in verse 10 that Babylon’s 70 
years need to be complete before the Lord brings about the exile’s 
return to Jerusalem. God’s plan for us is not reassurance that we will 
have a comfortable life.  After all, Jesus said ‘Take up your cross 
and follow me!’  Then the following verses challenge us to seek the 
Lord in difficult times too.  Verses, 12 and 13 say “When you call up-
on me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.  When you search 
for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.”  In diffi-
cult times it is in our seeking and wholehearted following that God’s 
plans are revealed and worked out in our lives.   

I bring these thoughts to mind because this year has been one of 
unparalleled interruptions and uncertainties.  For many, the hoped-
for holidays have been cancelled; the anticipated exams with so 
much preparation and hard work already done haven’t been able to 
take place and the longed-for career promotions and business op-
portunities have been shattered, for some never to return again.  
Our future plans and dreams have been thrown into the air as a re-
sult of the pandemic and we are still in the grip of an unknown fu-
ture. 

So, take comfort from Jeremiah’s words: God has a plan for you in 
whatever circumstances you find yourselves in.  Be challenged too, 
to seek God’s will for your life – wholeheartedly.   
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We may never dream of where we will end up, but we can be as-
sured our welfare is at the heart of all that God has for us and that 
we have a future full of hope. 

With every good wish for your future – God has a plan for you. 

 
 

Church Services in August 
 
We are pleased services have been held in Debden Church in July, 
meeting guidance to be Covid safe and enabling people to come 
together for worship and Prayer.  We plan to continue this in August 
and we hope people wary about being in groups will feel confident to 
join us.  However, we will continue to run online Zoom services regu-
larly also.  Please see the church website and notices in the church 
porch for the latest events and services. 
 
Revd John Saxon 

Team Vicar 01799 541619 

 

 
Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and 
doctor’s or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his 
absence, the churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 
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Carver Barracks Sports Project 
 
It’s on its way! 

After many months of laborious ground work, dealing with drainage, pipes 
and, as always, the inevitable hiccup when dealing with earth works, to say 
nothing of the unexpected problems with the C-19 lockdown, which, unfortu-
nately delayed things further. The Barracks are now in a position to recom-
mence work and hope to make up some of the 
time lost. 

The old rugby posts have been removed  to 
make way for the exact location of the new 
Sports facility. This now gives a “blank canvas” 
for the sports facility with the rugby pitch being 
located across the runway with new posts pro-
cured to support both the military and local com-
munity rugby teams who are eagerly awaiting 
this much welcomed facility. 

With provision for Rugby and  football, together with an 8 lane Olympic 
standard running track with 10 lane back straight. Water jump, Javelin, ham-
mer, shot put, long jump, high jump, pole vault, triple jump. It will be a very 

welcome addition for the local sporting  
community. 

With  changing rooms, showers, an area for food 
preparation  and an outside patio, this venue will 
be ideal to hold sporting events across the Coun-
ty.   

In addition to use by the  Military units,  this facili-
ty will be available for Schools, Sports clubs in 
Uttlesford and the wider community. Once 
opened, anyone interested in using the facility 

will be able to contact the administrations team to discuss their require-
ments. Contact details and opening date will be made available nearer to 
the completion of this exciting venture. 

Airfield re-opening - 1st August 2020 

The airfield at Carver Barracks, Wimbish will be reopened on Saturday  
1st August 2020 to the public. Please see info at   
https://wimbishhive.blogspot.com/2020/07/carverbarracks-airfield-reopening
-to.html 

Tina Knight 
CBW Liaison Officer 

Removal of old goal posts 

Erection of new goalposts 
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                    News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

We continue to miss meeting together, and are unlikely to start ser-
vices in the building for some time yet.  In the meantime we are 
holding phone conference prayer meetings. It is so good to hear 
each other's voices again - even if we can’t see each other yet.  

As we pray we continue to remember that in the first place, God is 
in control over everything.  A God who is all knowing and all pow-
erful, yet who cares intently for each one of us.  In the words of 
Psalm 8:  

 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? 

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
 and crowned him with glory and honour. 
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under his feet, 
all sheep and oxen, 
and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

 

What a God in whom to put our trust and to commit our lives into his 
tender care.  

God bless, 

 Simon Gale                                                                                                                   
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  

 

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us to 
pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

There are no meetings at the moment and the church will remain shut 
for the time being until it is safe for us to open, taking into account all 
risk factors.  We look forward to the days ahead when we will again be 
able to meet together. 
 

------------------------------ 
 

Our friends in the Congo 

Our brave missionary friends Carol and Ginny are continuing their 
work in Congo and we get regular updates from them.  The ladies 
continue to minister the good news of Jesus via their TV broadcasts 
as well  as helping practically, 
as far as they are able to those 
in need around them.   

The police have been doing 
checks on the number of 
people in vehicles and their 
wearing of masks. On one 
occasion Carol and Ginny were 
stopped four times on their way 
into town. 

Robberies are on the increase 
because of the high unemployment and poverty.  

The picture may not be in colour, but they are wearing some very 
bright and trendy masks. 
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Did You Know? 

Sim-swap Fraud - how Criminals Hijack your Mobile Number  

to Access your Accounts 

Sim-swap fraud is where a criminal tricks your network into transferring 

your mobile number to a Sim card in their possession meaning they re-

ceive all calls and texts intended for you – including any one-time security 

passcodes required to access your accounts. 

How do they do it? 

There are a number of ways criminals obtain your data – either through 

social media, paying for stolen data or through social engineering (fake 

emails, texts or phone calls that trick you into giving out your details). 

With this information they then pose as you in order to contact your net-

work provider and request that your number is switched to a new Sim card 

that they have. They will then get your number swapped so that they can 

receive all of your calls and text messages. 

What can I do to protect myself? 

~ Protect your mobile account 

~ Add a password or passcode to your mobile account 

~ Clean up your online profile 

~ Restrict who can see your social media profiles which can often contain 

information that is then used in security questions (i.e. name of first school, 

date of birth, children’s names etc) 

Beware phishing attempts 

Remember to be vigilant if you get calls, texts or emails asking for infor-

mation. Remember ABC – Never Assume they are genuine, Never Believe 

they are genuine and Always Confirm they are genuine before giving out 

personal details. 

Recognise the signs 

Call your provider immediately if you receive unexpected texts or emails 

about ‘porting your Sim’ or a PAC request, or if you suddenly lose phone 

signal. 
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 Inform your banks 

If your Sim has been swapped, alert your banks immediately in case the 

fraudster tried to make a transfer from your account. 

Use 2FA apps 

Remove your phone number from any websites or accounts that use it to 

reset passwords. There are other apps that use the physical device to  

authenticate requests, rather than the phone number. 

In the current climate, mobile phones are a vital lifeline for many people. 

Please ensure you tell your family and friends about how to protect their 

number from criminals! 

For more information on Sim-swapping and personal stories about how peo-

ple have been affected please read this: 

 https://www.which.co.uk/news/2020/04/sim-swap-fraud-how-criminals-

hijack-your-number-to-get-into-your-bank-accounts/ 

Information supplied by Community Safety Officer, UDC  

Upcoming Events 

AUGUST 

Monday 3rd-10th Road Closure Debden-Newport roadworks 

Wednesday 5th PC Meeting Zoom (see FB page for link) 20.00 

Saturday 15th VJ Day Street party 12 noon 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 11th-Sun 27th Great British 
Clean 

Litterpick (see p42) 

OCTOBER  

Monday 5th Oct Parish Pump 
AGM 

Church New Room 20.00 
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Debden Lunch Club 

 

Regrettably, due to the corona-
virus pandemic, the Lunch Club 
meetings are having to be can-

celled until further notice. 

Kind regards, 

Nina Manser 

A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden 
All types of PC support work undertaken 

• Problem solving 

• Broadband & Wireless 

• New system installation 

• Data recovery 

• Advice on new PC purchase 

• Tutoring 

• Home networking 

• Repairs & Upgrades 

We come to you! 
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others 

01799 520514  
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk                     
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

 
Are you proud of your garden?  As we are un-
able to have the Debden Open Gardens this 
year, we are sharing pictures of our gardens 
throughout the summer. April Gardner and Hillary 
Davey have set up a Facebook page and Gar-
dens 2020 page on Debden.org, where photos 
are being displayed from your gardens, taken at 

various stages throughout the season, from May to Sept. 

Photos can be general views or close-ups of specific plants or areas 
of your garden. Please send up to three photos to:  
hilarydavey@btopenworld.com and they will be displayed on both 
facebook.com/debdengardens2020 and website.  To maintain confi-
dentiality, no names or addresses will be shown. 

Thank you to those of you who have already sent photos, a selec-
tion of which are displayed on the back page of this magazine. 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 

 



39 

Debden Parish Pump  August 2020 

Royal British Legion 
Debden Branch 
 
The Royal British Legion has not been as visible as 
usual in the last couple of months, due to Covid 19 
restrictions imposed on us nationally as well as RBL 
guidelines. We have to consider and ensure the 
health, safety and well-being of our members. We have however 
been working hard, supporting the armed forces community both 
past and present. 
  
Planning has not stopped, VJ Day is on the 15th August and we 
await further guidance about gatherings, hopefully at the beginning 
of August. 
We still hope to run our very popular annual dinner at Carver Bar-
racks on 6th November if restrictions allow. (Watch this space) 
On Sunday 8th November our Act of Remembrance Service in 
church and the march past in the afternoon by the Woolwich ATC 
band. 
Our Act of Remembrance on 11/11 involving the school at the me-
morial outside the Memorial Hall is also planned. However, we are 
also contingency planning should there still be any Covid 19 re-
strictions. 
 
The Royal British Legion will celebrate being 100 years of age in 
2021, lots of celebrations and events are planned during the year 
involving all age groups in the local community. 
 
One thing we would like to record, is the history of the Debden 
Branch of the Royal British Legion, including memories of those in 
this community who have been a part of that story. 
We would also like to speak to all those who have served in the 
forces to record their stories for future generations. 
 
In 2021 we are also planning a Classic car rally, School competi-
tion, Quiz night, Clay pigeon shoot and collaborative events with 
our sister branches, to name but a few. 
 
To record your memories or to find out more about the Royal British 
Legion, please contact:    Mike Clarke, Debden Branch Chairman, 
on 07711 123 602 or e-mail: mijclarke@ aol.com 
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Book Lovers’ Corner 

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell 

Every so often a book comes along that blows you out 
of the water, and Hamnet is such a one.  
Maggie O’Farrell has taken a small footnote of history 
and turned it into an exquisitely crafted story of love 
and loss. 

On a summer’s day in Stratford-upon-Avon, a young 
boy, Hamnet, tears through the house and around the 
town, seeking help for his twin sister, suddenly stricken 
with fever. By the time his mother returns from tending 
her bees and the rest of the family gather, it’s clear that 
Judith is suffering from the plague. With the physician 
refusing to come near her, it’s left to her mother, sister and grandmother to 
tend to her. 

But only her twin, Hamnet, can save her, by making the ultimate sacrifice of 
his own life. And by the time their father, William Shakespeare, gets home, 
his beloved son is dead. 

The narrative takes us back and forward in time so we meet Shakespeare as 
a young man, frustrated by the narrowness of life with a violent parent, falling 
in love with Agnes Hathaway, the fey orphan daughter of a local farmer. We 
learn of their courtship and marriage, the arrival of their three children, and 
their mother’s constant dread that one will be lost to her. We watch their daily 
life unfold, as Agnes tends to home and garden while Shakespeare leaves 
for London to forge a future for them all. 

The author’s command of language is breath-taking. She turns prose into 
poetry – much as Shakespeare himself did. Every word on the page has 
meaning and poignancy – from the young couple’s happy wedding scene to 
the heartbreaking funeral, you’re drawn into the narrative to share in the joys 
and sorrows of a family who might have lived 400 years ago but who loved 
and grieved just like you and me. 

This isn’t a biography, but I don’t think any researcher could have shone a 
better light on our understanding of William Shakespeare. 

Just as he haunted his father and inspired his most famous tragedy, Hamnet 
will haunt you.  

Published by Tinder Press 

Book review by Karen Byrom  

karensbookbag.co.uk 
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How to make a facemask out of 
a handkerchief  
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 
 

Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
 

County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665 
swalsh@debden.org 
(Chairman, Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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A selection of  early summer photos from your gardens. 

 (See article page 37) 


