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UDC continue to support the NHS vaccination programme, and it’s wonderful to see so many community 

volunteers helping it reminds me of the Games makers contribution to the London Olympics. 

I’ve noticed that more people are outside in Saffron Walden especially at weekends but the Covid restrictions 

are still in place so please respect these and be careful until things are eased. 

There has been some bad press lately for UDC regarding investments, I can assure you that the investments 

board do consider all matters such as ethics when they recommend projects to the full council. There has been 

a press release today from R4U regarding an attempt to discredit the council and link UDC to the arms trade. It 

would seem, these rumours are being spread by political agitators to intentionally mislead the Press, the public 

and other organisations. 

The Stansted airport enquiry ends soon, it is streamed live on the UDC website. 

The UDC Climate Change update is now on the website.  

I welcome the appointment of the new UDC Monitoring Officer. Her name is Jane Reynolds. 

I welcome the one person’s comment to me about the new local plan. Consultations are still ongoing so please 

have a look at the short videos on the UDC website on Where you Live, Character & Heritage, Climate Change, 

Transport, Leisure & Culture, Biodiversity, Local Economy. 

Rural Crime: 

We continue to get motor-cycle riders on off-road machines riding around the villages and between on Green 

lanes. They are violating Covid rules and highways regulations e.g. illegible number plates. They are difficult to 

catch and as far as the police are concerned that task seems impossible. Residents are frustrated! The situation 

is ongoing. Another matter came up today, possible rogue traders in a lorry associated with Motorway 

Maintenance has been reported in the area and cold calls have been made to farms offering to resurface the 

farmyard. The phone number is withheld. 

Parking outside Rowney Wood and the Airfield is causing congestion and hazards. It is being dealt with. New 

signs have been erected last weekend with patrols by the police and the North Essex Parking Partnership. 

Please continue to report these and other problems. 

Recently water leaks have been reported in both villages and today I was pleased to meet some Anglian Water 

workers who were sitting in their vehicles on their phones awaiting for the separate crew who closed the road. 

Hours must be lost like this and there must be better ways of doing things. 

Some of the cameras that were providing information to landowners about traffic on our local byways are 

being redeployed to catch dog walkers disposing of pooh bags on verges and in ditches. We hope this will stop 

culprits carrying out this act. 

I was appalled to see so much litter around both villages. I did carry out a litter pick, one morning and was 

horrified to find so many empty bottles and cans that did contain alcohol, littered about. I have enquired in 

Thaxted in shops that sell alcohol and they are also concerned that people are driving under the influence of 

that and/or drugs. It’s up to all of us to point out that this is not acceptable. After all it could be you that is 

killed by one of these drivers. 

So please help raise standards and contentment in the village. Keep in touch with other people and your 

neighbours, and volunteer to help out with schemes if you can 

Elections are coming up in May and if I could put in a plug for R4U candidates,  it might be the best chance you 

have to get potholes fixed and drains cleaned etc. by Essex C.C. 

 


