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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

As I write this the sun is shining and Spring seems to be just around 
the corner. There is general air of optimism that life might return to 
some sort of normality before too long, and that is something that we 
will all celebrate. Many of you will have had at least one dose of the 
vaccine, and although we will have to live with this virus for a long 
time, it will give us protection from severe illness. 

The UK had its coldest temperatures since 1963 in the middle of 
February (see page 8) with Braemar in the Highlands plunging to  
-23°C. Around Debden the mud froze hard which made a change for 
walkers from splooshing around the footpaths, to stumbling on icy 
ruts. 

We have a report on page 23 about the disappearance of Debden 
Lake...the mystery is solved! 

Also on page 23 are cheerful photos of Debden Brownies, with an 
account of their latest adventures. 

Alan Hynes’ hilarious Lockdown Diary on page 7 also serves to high-
light the danger of telephone scams. Be vigilant - it’s sometimes 
easy to be fooled into giving away important information on the 
phone or by clicking on dodgy emails. 

This month’s magazine is, I hope, an entertaining and informative 
one with articles that will appeal to everyone. We welcome letters 
and contributions from everyone, however the Pump should not be 
used as a soapbox for long standing arguments between opposing 
parties. 

Hope you all have a very enjoyable March. 

Kathy 
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Countryfile 

Frost, mud but farm life ploughs on 

In just two days recently, temperatures in Debden swung from 11ºC below 
with frozen ground to 11ºC above 
with rivulets returning to fields, and 
footpaths a squidgy mire. If dog 
walkers were inconvenienced, spare 
a thought for our local farmers. 

Winter crops were sown by late 
summer but waterlogged fields 
could delay spring sowing, due to 
start next month. John Hare at Free-
mans Farm, where there’s been little 
activity since October due to the wet 
conditions, says winter wheat needs 
a ‘buck up’ from nitrogen that has 
leached out of the soil, and hungry 
rooks have attacked his bean crop. 
John spares a thought for sugar beet farmers like Peter Graves at Smiths 
Green Farm who has managed to lift his own crop but still needs to lift 24 
acres of sugar beet on land he manages. He may have to send his late crop 
to a different factory as his main processor shuts before the end of Febru-
ary. 

While some farmers are waiting for drier weather, Peter grabs every oppor-
tunity to plough when the temperature plummets and the soil is held togeth-
er by the frost. He keeps a thermometer by his bedside, which explains the 
tractor headlights at night.  

At Broctons Farm they use a cultivator that ploughs, cuts and rolls the most-
ly-clay soil in one operation. The amount of rain recently, especially con-
sistent rain, has been exceptional, says Clive Bunting. They sowed winter 
wheat, beans and barley last autumn and he’s optimistic that the forecasted 
drier conditions over the next few weeks bodes well for spring sowing. 

When conditions allow, the fields are sprayed off with glyphosate to reduce 
competition from blackgrass and what John calls unwanted ‘volunteer crops’ 
before spring crops of barley, wheat and oats are sown, rolled, sprayed and 
fertilised before harvesting around August. 

As if the weather was not enough to contend with, politics is never far away. 
That was true before we joined the EU, while we were a member and, now, 
after we’ve left. Our farmers are starting to lose their single farm payment, a 
top-up to help provide cheap food, and it will be gone by 2027. The promise 
of less bureaucracy after Brexit hasn’t materialised yet. And farmers will be 
under pressure to do more for the environment. It’s early days but Clive 

Frost gives one local farmer a chance to 
plough previously soggy fields 
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thinks Brexit could re-balance things with fewer grain imports and more 
home-grown wheat consumed here. 

With livestock farmers in other parts of the country going through tough 
times because of market conditions and Covid, arable farming is holding up 
pretty well, says Clive. But a dry spell and a bit of sunshine would be wel-
come. Dog walkers would probably agree. 

Stroller 

Poetry Competition 

Are you a Poet but didn't know it? 
Well here's your chance to find out by entering our very 

first Poetry Competition! 

Poetry helps us to reflect on what is happening in the present time 
and also to imagine the possibilities of a different world to come, so 
we thought it would be a great opportunity for residents to submit 
poems about lockdown and beyond,  to mark this period in history. 

Any form of poetry is welcome, from limericks to sonnets. Surprise 
and delight us! 

All poems should be original work, previously unpublished, no more 
than 20 lines in length and have a title. One entry per entrant. 

The competition is open to local residents of all ages.  Entries will 
be considered in the following three categories: Under 11, 11-18 
and over 18s. A winner and runner-up will be selected in each cate-
gory. Entries will be considered by a judging panel and their deci-
sion is final. Winning entries will be published in the May edition of 
the Pump.   
 
£20 Harts book token for the winner of each category. Prizes 
have been kindly donated by a village resident. 

The closing date of the competition is midnight 07
th
 April 2021.  

 
Please submit your entry by email to editors@theparishpump.org 
or alternatively your poem can be handed in at the village Post  
Office. 
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 A woman brought a very limp duck into the vet’s. After a 
quick examination, the vet said, “Sorry, but your duck is 
dead.” The woman asked how he could be so sure without 
any tests. The vet rolled his eyes, left the room and returned 
with a dog, which sniffed the duck and shook his head. The 
vet then brought in a cat which also sniffed the duck and 

looked sad. “Sorry”, said the vet, “definitely an ex-duck,” and handed the 
women a bill for £750. “£750 just to tell my duck is dead!” exclaimed the 
woman. The vet replied, “It would have been £20 but you’re also paying for a 
Lab report and a Cat scan.” 
 

A Native American chief had three wives, all of whom were pregnant. The 
first gave birth to a boy. The chief was delighted and built her a tepee made 
of deer hide. A few days later, the second wife gave birth also to a boy. The 
chief was even happier and built her a tepee made of antelope hide. The 
third wife gave birth a few days later, but the chief kept the details a secret. 
He built this wife a magnificent two-story tepee, made out of a hippopotamus 
hide. The chief then challenged the tribe to guess what had occurred. 
Many tried, unsuccessfully. Finally, a young brave declared that the third 
wife had given birth to twin boys. “Correct”, said the chief, “how did you fig-
ure that out?” 
The warrior answered, “It’s elementary. The value of the squaw of the hippo-
potamus is equal to the sons of the squaws of the other two hides.”  
 

Two men were walking their dogs, one a Labrador, the other a Chihuahua. 
The man with the Labrador suggests they go to a posh restaurant, but the 
other says they won’t be allowed in with their dogs. Undeterred, the Labra-
dor owner, up for a laugh, walks past the head waiter who shouts, “You can’t 
bring your dog in here!” The man says, “But I’m blind and this is my guide 
dog.” The waiter apologises and shows him to a table. 

After five minutes, his friend walks in with his Chihuahua and tries the same 
trick. “You have a Chihuahua as a guide dog?” asks the sceptical waiter. “A 
Chihuahua?” the man replies.  “Is that what they gave me? 
 

(With thanks to Tommy Cooper) 

I went shoplifting at a fresh fish shop and pulled a muscle 

My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli – a strong current dragged him in  

“Doctor, I can’t stop singing ‘The Green, Green Grass of Home’.” Doc re-
plies, “Sounds like Tom Jones syndrome.” Patient: “Is that common?” Doc-
tor: “It’s not unusual.” 
MF 
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LOCKDOWN DIARY 
 

Monday: Stayed in bed until late to reduce heating bill. Weather depressing. 
During lunch a kind man from Nigeria rang to say he had inherited a large 
amount of money but due to tax reasons he had to give it away. I forwarded 
£200 to cover legal fees so that he could transfer it to me. Awaiting fortune. 
Off for a walk trying to avoid mud. Had dinner, went to bed early to reduce 
heating bill. 
 
Tuesday: Weather depressing. Had a recorded message from Amazon tell-
ing me I would be charged £69.99 for my Amazon prime account this month. 
Luckily there was a number to ring which sorted it out for me. Notice my 
phone bill has gone through the roof. Went for walk, couldn’t avoid mud so 
decided to embrace it in the knowledge that I could clean my boots in the 
pothole cum foot spas in Rook End Lane. 
 
Wednesday: Weather depressing with added rain. Phone call today was 
from Microsoft. Apparently my naughty computer had been sending them 
rogue messages. An educated Indian sounding gentleman helped me to 
solve the problem. Unfortunately whilst doing this my computer froze but he 
was able to fix it for the reasonable sum of £75.  On my walk I helped an old 
lady to cross the road. It was a bit of a struggle as she didn’t want to go. 
 
Thursday: Weather better today but I am depressed. Seems only fair to 
spread the load. The bank called. Apparently someone has been making 
unauthorised transactions from my account. By giving them my bank details 
and passwords they agreed to sort things out. They were right. When I 
checked my account later it had been completely emptied. Noticed video 
camera at Sampson’s Lane. Thought about mooning but decided not to in 
light of previous convictions. Post from Nigeria seems a bit slow. 
 
Friday: weather back to normal – depressing. I note that the days are draw-
ing out which means we can see mud for longer. Apparently I have had a 
accident in the last three years and can claim for whiplash. Don’t really re-
member it but must have had loss of memory caused by collision. Met a man 
on my walk who informed me that there was no such thing as Covid. The 
whole thing is a hoax. What a fool I’ve been! 
 
Saturday: Hooray the weekend at last! Did exactly the same as every other 
day. No phone calls  – feeling a bit lonely. 
 
Sunday: A day of rest. Spent the day trying to not get arrested. 
 
Monday: See last Monday…. 

Alan Hynes 
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The Big Freeze 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Angela Oakman 

Temperatures in this area dropped below -11 degrees centigrade in the 
middle of February, and the river Thames froze over at Teddington for the 
first time since 1963. 

Can anyone remember such a big freeze in Debden? Write and tell us your 
memories. 

Public spirited Steve Jasper grits the 
road through Highfields  
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Parish Council News 

Parish Council chairman 

Stuart Walsh has resigned as Parish Councillor and Chair of this Parish 
Council having taken the decision to move, with his wife Sara, to the Cots-
wolds, after living in Debden Green for over 15 years.  Stuart has provided 
skilled, decisive and insightful leadership of the Council and, whilst his ab-
sence will obviously be felt, the remaining councillors will continue to follow 
the policies campaigned for, with equal vigour, for the remainder of our 
elected term.  

We remain committed to assist the VHT in delivering a new village hall and, 
as Parish Council, to deliver a sports pavilion for Debden. We will also con-
tinue to make sure that other aspects of village life, those not so controver-
sial but no less relevant, are addressed and, wherever possible, improve-
ments delivered for the benefit of all.  Steph Watson has taken on the role 
of Chairman until a new Chairman is elected at the March meeting. The va-
cancy on the PC has been advertised.  If the recent media coverage of 
Handforth Parish Council has piqued your interest, please step forward.  

Community volunteering 

We have been asked to make residents aware of a number of opportunities 
to help your local community. 

Volunteers are still required to help at COVID vaccination hubs. Approx 
2,000 people are being vaccinated per day at Lord Butler, over 12 hours 
sessions, 7 days per week.  Roles include checking people in, managing 
queues, chatting to people.  Infection rates in Uttlesford are coming down, 
but still remain higher than they were in September. For further info, please 
see https://www.volunteeressex.org/opportunities/volunteer-steward-12393/  

Special constables: following an increase in malicious communication of-
fences, harassment, neighbourhood disputes and online exploitation, Essex 
Police would like to hear from people over 18 (no upper age limit) interested 
in volunteering as a special constable. See essex.police.uk  

Request for help with local elections on May 6th - more people are needed 
as reserves in case officers fall ill or need to self-isolate.  Please see https://
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/for-jobs/article/6232/Casual-election-staff for further 
details 

Census day, March 21 

Households in Uttlesford will be asked this month to take part in the nation-
wide survey of housing and the population (carried out nearly every decade 
since 1801).  Information from the digital-first census will help decide how 
services are planned and funded in our local area.  Households will receive 
a letter with a unique access code in the post, allowing them to complete 
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their questionnaire online.  Census day is March 21.  

Pavilion update 

Following negotiations with Sport England (SE), the PC have gained their 
acceptance that the size and facilities detailed in the previous pavilion plans 
far exceed the requirements and means of our small village. A revised de-
sign has been produced and accepted by SE. A new cost plan is being pre-
pared and we are expecting a substantial reduction in the estimated cost. 
Once a revised planning application is submitted work can begin in earnest 
to identify further funding sources. There is no intention at this time to bor-
row from the PWLB to fund the building of the pavilion. 

Traffic calming in the village 

Following the consultation with residents of the High Street, the application 
for double yellow lines from the sign by the Plough to the entrance to "Little 
Garth" did not receive the required support of 75%.  The PC resolved to look 
at other traffic calming measures through the village, including discussing 
the possibility of a 20mph speed limit with ECC again, with a view to reduc-
ing the speed of traffic through the village to improve the safety for vehicles 
and pedestrians. 

Blocked drains 

Several blocked drains have been reported to ECC, including the one at the 
end of the pond near the road, one in Rook End Lane, the drain outside 
Gaysards and the one at Purton End on the corner past Pamphillions. 

Local Plan Consultation  

We would urge residents to make their views known on the local plan. The 
consultation remains open until 21 April 2021 and details can be found at: 
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/Consultation-and-the-Community-Stakeholder-
Forum  

Solar Farm between Debden Green and Cutlers Green 

Residents may be aware of potential plans for a solar Farm at Cutlers Green 
and may understandably have questions about its possible effect on the lo-
cal area. Several Parish Councillors recently attended a presentation and 
obtained an assurance that those most directly affected would be included 
in the first, limited Consultation of Cutlers Green residents.  Full report at 
http://debden.org/councillors/ 

Gigaclear box at Fox Crossroads 

The Gigaclear box at Fox Crossroads has now been moved back so that it 
doesn’t impede line of sight.  
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Planning update : Planning applications 

UTT/20/2325/LB  The Old Windmill, Mill Road Re-consultation, 

Demolition of outbuilding and existing extensions to windmill. Erection of 
glazed links to new single storey extensions. Internal refurbishment of wind-
mill. Restoration of windmill cap with clerestory window. Conversion of ex-
isting coach house to form ancillary accommodation. 

Comment: None 

UTT/20/2334/FUL Mulberry Barn, Lacey's Farm, Thaxted Road 

Amendments to fenestration, external insulation and internal alterations 
(variation to consent granted on planning permission UTT/19/0878/FUL for 
conversion of barn to dwelling). 

Comments: None 

Decisions on Recent Planning Applications that have been considered 
by Debden Parish Council 

Crouch End House, High Street  UTT/20/1433/HHF       

Demolition of existing garage, side extension and internal alterations :    
Conditional Approval                

Henham Farm, Hamperden End,  Henham Rd, Debden UTT/20/1638/FUL 

Two new dwellings:    Refused    

Debden Church Of England Primary School, High Street   
UTT/20/1968/FUL 

Replace oil tank; install Fence:     Conditional Approval            

The Old Windmill, Mill Rd, Debden  UTT/20/2324/HHF 

Demolition and new extensions; conversion of Coach House   : 
 Conditional Approval         

Debden Manor, Walden Rd  UTT/20/2214/FUL 

Conversion, restoration of Coach House and flat to one dwelling: 
Conditional Approval             

Land North of Henham Road, UTT/20/2655/DFO 

One new dwelling (Details) :  Conditional Approval following outline permis-
sion           

Bayes House, Ivy Todd Hill,     UTT/19/2609/FUL      

Change of use from agricultural to garden:    Conditional Approval    
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DURING lockdown, we’ve been inventive with 
ways to pass the time. Digging deeper into that 
‘to do’ list. Finally getting round to clearing the 
garage or thinning out piles of photographs of 
the kids and their old exercise books. Filling in a 
new address book and realising how many 
friends you haven’t spoken to for years or, sad-
ly, whose details can now be crossed out. 
Searching the local paper classifieds for a sec-
ond-hand exercise bike. Or dreaming of the first 
thing you’ll do once lockdown eases or you re-
gain your freedom.  

Here’s another suggestion. Create a Bucket 
List. Or why not two: one for when the new normal starts and another for 
later? Or involve the whole family and share a bucket. Maybe a prize for 
every goal ticked off the list. 

It’s widely considered that when you reach a certain age, you should have a 
bucket list of things to do before it’s too late. Captain Tom had one that in-
cluded his trip to Barbados shortly before he died. A bucket list makes you 
remember those special experiences you’ve already enjoyed, things you 
wished you’d done, pleasures you’ve denied yourself, and challenges still to 
face. If you struggle to complete the task, the chances are you’ve had a 
good life! 

Surveys suggest the top picks include seeing the Northern Lights, running a 
marathon, writing a book, learning to play an instrument, snorkelling the 
Great Barrier Reef, skydiving, owning a dog, visiting the Taj Mahal, driving 
Route 66, viewing Paris from the Eiffel Tower, climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro, 
swimming with dolphins and buying a same-day airline ticket to a mystery 
destination. 

Most of these involve flying abroad which, for the foreseeable future, is risky. 
So, maybe we should think closer to home. I’ve flown over them and sailed 
past them but have never walked the White Cliffs of Dover. Inspired by Rob-
son Green’s recent TV programme, I’ve decided to trek Hadrian’s Wall – 
ideally, with my son in the spirit of Bradley and Barney Walsh’s “Breaking 
Dad”. I could go on but I’m running out of space (which is better than run-
ning out of time). 

So why not even closer to home with a Debden Bucket List? And a shared 
one at that. An MP22 (Millennium Plus Twenty Two) dinner and dance in the 
new village hall; chatting to friends over fresh croissants and coffee outside 
the village shop; vintage cars on the Rec; baking cakes for the village fete; 
carols in the church; and harmony and occasional fun at the parish council 
(it’ll never compete with Jackie Weaver!). Just a thought. 

Mike Fairchild 

What’s in Yours? 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

 
Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
 

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 

 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
 

mailto:rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
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News from Debden School 

As I write this, we are about to break up for half term!  
I am sure that parents will be both happy and  
relieved that the pressures of home-schooling will tempo-
rarily cease (if only for a week!) Thanks to their efforts, and 
the sterling work of the teachers and  
support staff, we feel hopeful that disruption to the chil-
dren’s learning has been minimised as much as is possi-
ble, considering the circumstances.  

We really hope that the situation is deemed safe enough for us to be able 
to welcome all children back into the school shortly after half term. The 
date of 8

th
 March has been prospectively pinned by the Prime Minister as a 

possible return date for primary schools, but as yet I do not have any fur-
ther information to report on this. This could be a staggered opening for 
certain year groups, or it could be for all year groups – we simply do not 
know at the moment (hopefully the latter).   

Our children (and adults) enjoyed a screen-free day on Wednesday 10 
February. The children posted some lovely photos and messages about 
the things that they got up to on the day, and the few children who are still 
in school also enjoyed taking part in a number of creative, active and mind-
fulness-themed activities. There is an increasing body of research suggest-
ing that the increased isolation and technology-based learning that has 
accompanied the lockdowns is having a significant effect on the wellbeing 
of lots of different people across society, and so we hope that days such as 
this provide the children with an opportunity to recharge and think about 
the other things that are important in life.   

The Kingfishers Class have been learning about the artist Banksy at the 
moment, and one of the quotes from his works struck me as being particu-
larly pertinent at this time: “If you get tired, learn to rest, not to quit.” I truly 
hope that everyone manages to get some rest over half term.   

Mr Hawley 

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly and 
kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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Glutton’s Corner 

Chinese New Year, also known as Spring Festival or Lunar New Year, is the 
grandest festival in China, with a 7-day long holiday. Colourful celebrations 
last up to two weeks, and like Christmas in Western countries, it is normally 
a time to be home with family, chatting, drinking, cooking, and enjoying a 
hearty meal together.  

February 2021 marks the Year of the Ox according to the Chinese zodiac, 
and it will last until January 31st 2022. the Ox is the second out of the twelve 
zodiac signs: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, 
Rooster, Dog and Pig. 

Cola Chicken Wings 

Chinese name: 可乐鸡翅 (kě lè jī chì) 

Cola Chicken Wings is a popular home-style dish in southern China. 

Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put the chicken wings in a basin and add the wine and half the onion, garlic 
and ginger. Mix well, and leave to marinate for 15-20mins. 

Place a wok on high heat and when hot add cooking oil. Fry the garlic, gin-
ger and onion until fragrant, and stir in the sugar. 

Add the marinated chicken carefully, and stir fry for 20 seconds.  

Add the cola and soy sauce, stir fry for 2 minutes. Add the spices, cover and 
stew for 20-25 mins, uncovered, until the sauce thickens and caramelises. 
adding some water if necessary. Add the sesame oil, salt and pepper, stir-
ring well, and serve. 

Please note the quantity of the ingredients above can be adjusted to suit 
personal taste. 

Mohoney Jiang Burnhill 

10-12 chicken wings 250-300ml cola 

2 spring onions 5 slices ginger 

3 garlic cloves soy sauce 

Chinese cooking wine 1 tsp sugar 

Star anise cinnamon 

cardamom sesame oil 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
&  

Stone floors, Upholstery, 
Rugs 

A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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9
th

 Debden Potato Challenge

 
Collect your potatoes 

 
Friday 5

th
 March 7:00 to 8:00 pm in Village Hall car 

park 

£5 per entry 

NB change of date: Judging now Saturday 17th July 

Brad 07803 133110 
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Cygnet the Film Star 

Some of you may have watched the excellent film ‘The Dig’, about the  
Sutton Hoo discovery, starring Ralph Fiennes and Carey Mulligan ...and 
may just have noticed Debden resident Mica Brown’s sailing barge Cygnet, 
playing a small but not insignificant part ! 

Cygnet is 140 years old and is still looking quite magnificent. At 42 feet she 
is one of only two small east coast sailing barges that remain. Based at 
Snape maltings in Suffolk she is skippered and maintained by  
Des Kaliszewski, who sailed her in the film.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mica has owned Cygnet since 1968 and during that time has completely 
rebuilt her and had a great many adventures.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
K. Brown 

Mica Brown on Cygnet 

Cygnet on the river Alde 
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1st Debden Brownies 

Debden Brownies continue to hold Zoom meetings this term. It has been great 
to see so many Brownies enjoy catching up with each others news, play virtu-

al games together and take part in some 
challenging arts and crafts activities. We 
have been working on the Space Interest 
badge and this week everyone attended 
the meeting wearing a homemade astro-
naut helmet made from materials found 
around the home. The inventive designs 
were amazing! We have 
also made up and tried 
out a keep fit regime for 
an astronaut, designed 

colourful planets for our windows and made very glittery 
constellation pictures. 

I would like to thank Councillor Stewart Luck for awarding 
us a grant from his Community fund and also for the grant 
given to us by the Searle Trust. Both of these were a 
much needed boost for our funds. 
Ann Bannister 

The Disappearing Lake 

Many people walking past Debden Lake have been wondering where all the 
water has gone! 

Karen Fiske says “ We have been doing 
work to repair the weir at the end of the 
lake, which is like a step where the water 
level drops about 3-4 metres. This was not 
completed before the rain so the contrac-
tors did not finish, hence the water is just 
running through. When rebuilt the top sits 
at the same level as the water by the 
bridge so the lake will fill up again -  
hopefully in the spring. This is only a filter 
pond to the lake - the actual lake is still full 
of silt. There are no footpaths to the lake, 
only the one going over the bridge by the 
Church.” 

Karen asks politely that people stay on the footpaths when going for a walk, 
not trample over her fields and PLEASE keep their dogs on a lead. Farming 
has not been shut down and they are as busy as ever. There have unfortu-
nately been major issues with so many people walking during lockdown and 
not keeping to the paths. - Ed 

Debden Lake 
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Diary of a Home Schooler 

 

Dear Diary 

I'm learning from home at the moment because of coronavirus.  My teachers 
are working very hard in school and from their homes.  I love seeing where 
they live and having a daily zoom lesson with them. 

Mummy and Daddy get me up and going from about 
9am.  I love watching my teachers stories first thing 
in the morning and maybe having a boogie to a fa-
vourite song.  Then it's onto English and Maths.   I 
seem to do so much writing but I love getting good 
feedback from my teachers and nice comments from 
my friends when I send my work into school.  We 
use a programme called Seesaw so our teachers 
and classmates can look at all the work we've done  
that day.   

I'm a real bookworm so any task which involves reading is great for me.  My 
favourite books are Asterix and Tintin. I love Art too. 

Maths can sometimes be fun.  I can be counting pencils one day then meas-
uring chairs the next.  I think it's amazing being able to multiply three digit 
numbers. I'm currently practising my 7 x tables and Daddy taught me how to 
do sudoku at Christmas. 

Daddy says it's important to get fresh air every day so whatever the weather 
we put on our wellies and trudge around the wood and the fields around 
us.  Lately there has been A LOT of mud but I think it's fun.  Mummy has to 
put all my clothes in the wash when we get home from our walk.  At break 
times I play on the trampoline. 

On Friday I do a baking class with my friends on zoom.  We have made all 
sorts of things: scones, sourdough, swiss roll, rock cakes and cheese 
straws.  I really really enjoyed making the ginger bread house at Christmas 
time.  It kept nice for weeks.  Mummy had to make so much icing to make it 
all stick together - yummy. 

When I have finished all my work, and I'm being good, I'm allowed to play 
with my toys or on my computer games.  I have also learnt how to play Mo-
nopoly, my favourite properties are The Stations. 

I'm looking forward to doing science experiments when I get back to 
school.  I remember once we had big tubs of water and little weights on each 
table.  We had to make paper boats out of paper and then we had to put 
weights on the boats until they sank.  We had to record the number of 
weights. 
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Every Friday Mr Hawley, our Head Teacher, does an Achievement Assem-
bly for the whole school on zoom.  We look at everyone's work, he awards 
Stars of the Week for each class, he totals the house points for the week 
(I'm in St John's house) and we also get a message from Reverend John.  I 
really enjoy seeing Mr Hawley. 

Mummy says the days whizz by and I'm always happy to get into bed at 
night-time and enjoy my reading time.  I've noticed lots of signs of Spring in 
the last few days so it won't be too long until I can enjoy my Easter Eggs!! 

Anon 

 

Debden Gardens 2021 Photos  
Calling all gardeners and photographers!! 

Following the success of your beautiful photos during last year, 
photographs are now being invited for Debden Gardens 2021 
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be 
published in the Parish Pump.  Now that spring flowers are ap-
pearing, despite the snow and bitterly cold weather, this is the 
perfect time to get snapping again...see the back page for some 
of your February photos. 

Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these 
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gardens. 
So do please keep them coming and send them to my email ad-
dress below.  Thank you all so very much. 

Hilary Davey 

Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com          debdengardens2021 

 
The Parish Pump AGM will be held on April 26th at 8pm by Zoom, or in 
the Church new room if the present restrictions are lifted. There will be an 
update in next month’s Pump. 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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Debden Church Letter 

Dear Friends 

This morning I was amused by the antics of two squirrels 
chasing each other through the trees in our garden.  Their 
agility and sure footedness were wonderful as they  
spiralled up and down the trunks and leapt from branch to branch.  I was a 
little perplexed at the reason for their behaviour.  I didn’t think with a fair 
dusting of snow on the ground, that this was some courtship spectacle her-
alding the arrival of spring, but, apparently, after an internet search, this is a 
probability.  Perhaps the warm weather will soon be with us! 

Although not particularly territorial, grey squirrels do maintain a dominance 
hierarchy, showing who is boss so to speak.  Younger squirrels chase each 
other honing their skills for a life in the treetops or perhaps just for fun.  
Whatever the reason for the chase, the few minutes of garden entertainment 
got me thinking of how we relate to each other. 

Leaving courtship aside, hierarchy and dominance are probably always pre-
sent in our relationships, even if subconsciously.  When our ideas, thoughts 
and feelings are pushed to one side, we can feel hurt and even threatened.  
We may well then embark on defensive behaviour perhaps even chasing 
and nipping at the heels of others. 

The youngsters, on the other hand, are using the mock conflict of their play 
to hone their skills.  Conflict doesn’t have to be negative, it can be a point of 
growth and strength, like the biblical saying of Proverbs chapter 27 verse 17 
‘As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another’. 

The bible, and in particular Jesus, had a lot to say about relationships.  As 
with many of the world faiths, believers are encouraged to love one another.  
Christianity teaches its followers to love their enemies or to turn the other 
cheek (read Matthew 5:38-48). 

I wonder what people feel reading some of the articles in the Pump over 
recent issues concerning the Village Hall Project.  I suspect they see a lot of 
domineering attitudes and little positivity coming from the difference in opin-
ions that prevail.   Where there is difference, even conflict, we should all be 
working towards resolution in a caring, conciliatory and encouraging way. 

Debden will never be a community of uniform opinions and ideas, but it can 
and should be a community where difference is embraced, treated with re-
spect and seen as a strength, not an enemy.  Above all, it should be where 
love abounds. 

With best wishes and love to all 

Revd John Saxon 
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden  

Church Services for March, Good Friday and Easter Day 2021  

Our Church will remain closed  due to the continuing lockdown, so all Ser-
vices will be held online via Zoom, using the following information: 

   Meeting ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036  

This schedule may be subject to change. Please refer to our Church website 
for the most up to date information: www.debdenchurch.org.uk 

* Sunday Praise is a Non-Eucharistic Service with readings, hymns, prayers 
and responses.  

** These Services are very interactive and suitable for children 

If you have difficulty connecting with our online streaming Services, 
please investigate alternatives from the Saffron Walden website : 
www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org 

Date Day Time Service 

Sun 7 March Lent 3 9.15am Sunday Praise * 

Sun 14 March Mothering  
Sunday 

9.15 am Celebration Service ** 

Sun 21 March  Lent 5 9.15 am Holy Communion 

Sun 28 March Palm Sunday 9.15 am Passion readings ** 

Fri 2 April Good Friday 3.00 pm Reflection at the Cross 

Sun 4 April Easter Day 9.15 am Holy Communion 

http://www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org/
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Debden Church Finances 

Debden Parish Church have successfully been broadcasting services and 
meetings via zoom for the last year, mainly from Reverend John's dining 
room. 

We'd now like to invest in some equipment to enable us to broadcast from 
the Church.  This will involve, not lease, setting up an internet connection to 
the church building. 

As with Reverend John's time and energy, we will be sharing the portable 
equipment with Wimbish Parish Council. 

If you would like to make a contribution towards the costs of the equipment 
and running costs for this project, or to make a general one-off gift or set up 
regular giving, please use the following banking details:- 

"Debden Parochial Church Council" 

Barclays Bank Account number 70320439  sort code 20-74-05 

If you are a UK taxpayer please consider signing up to our gift-aid 
scheme.  Contact our Treasurer on alison.hare@ymail.com to be sent the 
relevant form. 

mailto:alison.hare@ymail.com
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I’m sure most of us are familiar with the line “Don’t panic, don’t pan-
ic, don’t panic” from Corporal Jones in Dad’s Army, when of course 
he was panicking more than anyone!    

We recently had Sue Johnston, the Baptist minister from Great 
Sampford speaking at our weekly phone meeting.  She was relating 
the New Testament passage where Jesus and his disciples were 
out in a boat on the Sea of Galilee when a massive storm blew up.  
Jesus’ disciples, being fishermen, knew how serious the situation 
was as the boat took on water ….  and they panicked!  

Jesus meanwhile was fast asleep, no doubt exhausted after a day’s 
teaching to the crowds and healing the sick. They woke him shout-
ing “Don’t you care we’re about to die?”  Jesus was surprised at 
their lack of faith in him. He said “Quiet! Be still!” to the wind and 
waves and all became calm.  The disciples looked at him in awe as 
they saw the elements obey his command.  “Who then is this, that 
he commands even winds and water, and they obey him?”  

With the Covid problems surging around us it is all to easy for us to 
panic when just one more thing comes along.  The message is not 
to be like Corporal Jones, or the 
disciples, but to cry out to God 
in prayer and ask him to calm 
the waves and help us put our 
trust in him. 

 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale                                                                                                                   
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  

Sadly there are no meetings at the moment and the church will remain shut 
for the time being until it is safe for us to open. 

--------------------------- 

 

Psalm 46 

 

Psalm 46 encourages us to trust in an unfailing God who is in control. 

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth 
gives way, though the mountains be moved into the 
heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. There is 
a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the 
holy habitation of the Most High.  

………….. 

Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”  

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
fortress. Selah  

 

If we can but take our eyes away from the storms of life and look to 
the God who loves each of us and is in control.  
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District Councillor’s report March 2021 

We at UDC are enabled but bound by the new Local Plan so please help by 
putting forward your ideas. In terms of improvements I took this from the 
UDC website, so do you agree with this person’s ideas from the first con-
sultation? 
 

1 Stop any further development of the airport in order to protect quality of 
life locally & help meet the country's climate emergency obligations. 
 
2 Much more social & council housing as opposed to the current rash of 
executive homes, with those with long connections to the area to be priori-
tised in terms of access to such housing. 
 
3 Speed limit reductions & other road safety measures where supported by 
local residents. 
 
4 Expansion of the bridle way & cycle path network which is massively un-
derwhelming at present. 
 
5 Striking a much better deal with developers in terms of contributions to 
local infrastructure. 
 
6 Replacement of the noisy & polluting diesel buses with electric or other 
greener versions. 
 
7 Investment in local infrastructure such as schools. 
 
8. Proper maintenance of the roads. Uttlesford always gets treated as an 
afterthought by ECC. 
 
9 Reconsideration of the housing demand projections. Are these still fit for 
purpose in circumstances where a) unfettered airport expansion is com-
pletely inconsistent with a council that has declared a climate emergency; & 
b) remote working is likely to decrease the demand for dormitory town 
housing close to London. 
 
10 Stopping building houses in inappropriate areas such as floodplains. 
 
11 New local woods/forests & nature reserves for the benefit of people & 
nature. 
 
12 Incentives to get people out of their cars. 

Continued on page 39 
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We are currently closed  

due to the 

 COVID 19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Please visit our Facebook page to see up-to-date 
information about our opening hours, services & 

menu (Facebook account not required to view our 
page!) 

 

 

01799 541899 
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertising space available 

£10 per month 
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Letter from the DRCG 

Dear Resident, 

We wish to respond to M. Green’s letter in February’s Parish Pump. Mr. Green is 
connected to a Parish Councillor. It is not surprising, therefore, that he so enthusi-
astically embraces the actions of the PC and Stuart Walsh in particular since May 
2019 when the Council was elected under the banner “Time for change”. The new 
PC has changed many things, only none for the better. 

Let’s look at their achievements to date: 

Mr. Walsh formed a company in January 2019 in order to save the village shop but 
resigned two months later. To date the shop has not reopened. 

This Council took 10 months to submit a replacement planning application on be-
half of the Village Hall Trust, to include an ecology report on bats which had been 
omitted from the previous one two months earlier. This delayed the approval by 4 
months.  

A misunderstanding/lack of proper fact finding led the PC to believe that the Media-
tion agreement had decided that the replacement pavilion should be sited next to 
the new village hall. This was incorrect as the agreement, which was also approved 
by the Charity Commission, placed the pavilion on part of the area occupied by the 
present village hall. This would have been in the best interest of the Recreation 
Ground Trust and the VHT. The revised plan results in a massive reduction in car 
parking spaces and of open space. Where is extra parking to be found?  Perhaps 
when demolishing the current village hall the shop building will go as well.. So 
much for their promises to keep the village hall/post office  

No application to the PWLB for a loan supposedly “to save the Army Grant” has 
been submitted yet. Furthermore, the Army grant will be lost solely due to the fail-
ure of the PC, VHT and the NVHG to meet the latest deadline of September 30th 
set out jointly by the CEO of UDC and the Army Grant Covenant Trust last June. 

A revised application for a replacement pavilion has to be submitted because the 
chosen one is too grand. The budget for the new village hall project increases all 
the time. The council is wasting public money by having to obtain changes to plans 
and reapply for planning consent. Nothing to do with any action by the DRCG and 
everything to do with the inefficiency of the Parish Council. 

The PC, VHT and the NVHG continue to ignore a perfectly acceptable proposal to 
build on the current site, agreed by all parties in Feb 2017, only to be rejected by 
the NVHG.  Debden could have had a new village hall by November 2018! We 
wrote to both the VHT and the Parish Council last September offering to work with 
them to provide Debden with a hall that it could afford. The VHT turned this offer 
down and the PC did not reply. 

Not exactly a great track record for a round of congratulations. 

Following negative feedback, the Editors will no longer allow the Parish Pump to be 
used as a platform for opposing parties to argue ad infinitum about this subject. Any 
further comments should in future be raised directly with the Parish Council, the 
Village Hall Trust, and the DRCG, through the correct channels. - Ed 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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You don’t have to be on benefits to get help 

 
Are you short of money and struggling to pay for food or other essentials?  
Has your ‘rainy day fund’ been used up? 
 
There are lots of reasons why people find themselves in fi-
nancial difficulty and need help with money. It may be 
through losing a job or a reduction in income. If 
your outgoings have risen suddenly, it can become harder to 
cope with making all the usual payments. 
 
Coronavirus has made many of these problems worse for a 
great number of people. Many have seen their income fall.  If this has hap-
pened to you, we can offer information, support and guidance. Our advice is 
confidential and costs nothing. 
 
We can help you to access: 
 

• Local foodbanks and children’s clothes banks 

• Help to pay utility bills or top up oil tanks 

• Emergency funds for prescriptions and other household essentials 

• Cold weather payments 

• Budgeting and debt support 

• Grants to improve the energy efficiency of your home  

• Support with job hunting and small grants for education and training 

• Universal Credit and Disability Benefits 

• Benefits for working families 

• Support for carers 

• Help from your local council, such as council tax support 
 

If you're worried about money, don't wait to get help.  
Call us on 01799 618840 (Monday-Friday 9.30 am-3.30 pm) or email 
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk 
 

Continued from page 34 
While all this is going on I would ask you help to maintain standards in the 
village. There are far too many Pooh bags left laying around in hedges along 
with lots of other litter on roadsides. Teach your kids to grow up Loving Deb-
den and respecting all in it. 

Cllr Stewart Luck                 Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk         07974188395 

More stuff from me is posted on the Debden.org website 

https://www.stepchange.org/debt-info/redundancy-and-debt.aspx
https://www.stepchange.org/debt-info/debt-and-coronavirus.aspx
mailto:help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Heavy rain and melting snow turned the normally gentle stream that runs 
along the north side of Rook End Lane into a torrent. Water from the stream 
eventually finds its way into the river Cam. 

 
This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand 
that new regulations may affect your mental health.  
 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available: please see Livewell's mental 
health resources here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/
article-categories/mental-well-being/ 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
 

County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Vacant position 
(Chairman, Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Acting Chairman, Events, Neighbour-
hood Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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