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I will continue with my “Love Where you Live” theme and I hope that you will reflect on what we 

have here and appreciate it!  Go for a walk, take the family to see all this for yourself, Skylarks and 

other birds singing above the fields, The Blackbird sounding its dawn chorus (I will ring its neck if I 

catch it) the vegetation bursting out of its buds and wildflowers in the hedgerows. It’s all real life and 

lovely! 

I won’t pretend everything is rosy but that makes it even more interesting for me trying to find facts 

Village Hall Trust.  UDC have not had a Monitoring (legal) officer for many months and the new 

officer is now playing catch up encouraged by myself. The VHT trustees believe they have acted 

responsibly in carrying out their obligations as set down in the agreement between stakeholders. 

The legal position is now being studied by Uttlesford D.C. and the Armed Forces Covenant Trust and 

we await the outcome.  This is just one part of a bigger review of all the Grants awarded through 

UDC and how they are regulated and monitored to ensure value for money. 

The contract for the provision of the Athletics track at Carver Barracks 4 years ago stated it should be 

completed by 31st March. Someone found that out recently and a hasty meeting was called. It’s a big 

project and just like the New Village Hall, it has suffered delays.  The biggest ones being staffing 

changes and the problems Covid 19 brought on us last year. The UDC Cabinet has now met and 

extended that contract backstop date to 31st December this year so construction work should be 

starting about now. Sporting clubs and organisations should be able to have their say about how and 

when it is used soon. This will be a great asset for our young residents. 

There is a “little” debate going on about how UDC defended its position to turn down the expansion 

plans of Stansted airport. The Enquiry has been held and, in a few weeks, we should find out the 

decision the Government inspectors have made. Sorry I can’t be of more help on that information 

but I guess politics will be reflected in their decision. 

We are approaching a period of “Purdah”, the period leading up to an election, during which 

government departments generally refrain from making any new announcements. At these elections 

on May 6th  you can vote for who you want to run Essex C.C. in order that our drains get fixed and 

roads are repaired properly to name just a couple of problems we all share. You will also be able to 

vote for one candidate to fill the vacancy at Debden Parish Council. 

The Parish Poll also takes place in May. I hope you back the New Village Hall Trust who propose the 

site near where the sports pavilion is now. The project has been planned properly, as explained at 

the last Parish Council fully costed and has a team prepared to make it happen. As many of you 

know it’s not the first hall the village selected but this is a compromise to get the support of the 

majority of residents and get one built. As explained at the last PC meeting the Pavilion is another 

village project that needs majority support. 

Two years ago, I decided that in order to get these two projects and others progressed I needed to 

get elected to Uttlesford District Council. I joined Residents for Uttlesford (R4U).and thank you for 

giving me that opportunity by electing me. I am still engaged and working hard for Debden & 

Wimbish interests. I do get lots of e mails and I do always reply. Sometimes I can’t agree with the 

points made so I spend more time than I should with explanations as to my reasoning. 

I am now seeking your support again as I am thinking of standing as a candidate for the vacancy on 

Debden Parish Council. Will you the majority support me?  Please e mail me your support or 

comments or explain why you are standing against me. 
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