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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the editor 

We’ve all been looking forward to the lifting of restrictions and it’s good, at 
last, to be able to advertise planned events again in this magazine.  

The Progressive BBQ is taking place on the 4th July - many thanks to Jane 
Langham and Margaret Hynes for organising it. Here’s hoping for fine 
weather though I don’t think a bit of rain will dampen people’s spirits!  

The Poetry Competition in May attracted a lot of hidden talent and this 
month’s issue features excellent poems from Steph Watson and Alan 
Hynes, expressing their individual experiences of lockdown, on pages 9 
and 19. 

After weeks of carefully nurturing their crops many people are nervously 
anticipating the annual Potato growing challenge ‘weigh in’. This fiercely 
competitive event takes place on the 17th July. Will last year’s winner, 
Clive Bunting, be defeated? The stakes are high. 

The Classic vehicle event on the 24th July marks the centenary of the Roy-
al British Legion, and takes place on the former RAF Debden airfield, with 
support from 33 Engineer regiment. We hope that you will support this 
worthwhile charity, and enjoy a nice day out with all the family. 

The Felix Fund, the Regiment’s own charity, is being supported by Brian 
Lindsell in his fundraising 500 mile cycle ride from Lowestoft to Land’s End. 
You can read about this on page 39.  

Budding photographers of all ages may be interested in entering the Won-
derful Villages photo competition. You could win £1000 for your village hall! 
Details can be found on the back page of this issue. 

Have a wonderful July, whatever you are doing. 

Kathy 
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Parish Pump Chairman’s Report 

April 2021 

Despite the various lockdowns since March 2020, Debden Parish Pump 
has again had a busy year with lots of content, superb photographs and a 
variety of residents’ letters. So straightaway I would like to thank our hard-
working editors, Kathy Brown and Marion Bamfield, for the huge effort they 
put in to making the Parish Pump such an interesting magazine. The Pump 
is indeed the Voice of the Village and one of its primary roles is not only to 
inform but also to allow residents to express their views on village matters. 
Our editors take this responsibility very seriously and each month strive to 
achieve the balance in producing a magazine that not only entertains but is 
also informative and interesting while enabling residents to air their opin-
ions, controversial or not, as long as they are relevant, of interest to our 
readers and not inflammatory or libellous. It’s always a great pleasure to 
receive the feedback from so many in the village - even the constructive 
criticism! I know this is what makes the huge effort of producing the Parish 
Pump so rewarding for our editors. 

On behalf of the Parish Pump Committee I would like to pass on our im-
mense gratitude to our printers, Copycats, for the magnificent job they 
have carried out in the most difficult circumstances and of course a huge 
THANK YOU to our great team of helpers!  

We would like to thank all our advertisers; your custom is extremely im-
portant to us and we are so appreciative of your support. We are also very 
grateful to the Parish Council and to the Parochial Church Council for their 
donations to the Pump. It is very much appreciated. 

I would also like to thank Brad Bamfield who so kindly assisted us in  
modernising the Pump’s accountancy system by setting up an online  
accounting software programme. The efficiency of which will not only bene-
fit our Treasurer but also our Auditor, both of whom donate their time to ad-
minister the Pump’s accounts.  

Finally, my sincere gratitude to Jane Langham (Secretary), Linda Clarke 

(Treasurer), Colin Harris (Distribution), Andrew Burchall (Auditor) and of 
course our superb editors Marion Bamfield and Kathy Brown. 

Wishing everyone a very lovely summer filled with laughter, fun, hugs, bar-
becues and good times. Just like summers used to be in Debden! 

 
Jane Pearce 

Chairman 
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What’s on in Debden 

July  

Progressive BBQ 
 

Sunday 4th July, 2021 

Potato competition “weigh in” 
 

Saturday 17th July, 2021 

Church Thanksgiving service Sunday 18th July, 2021. 3pm 

Royal British Legion Classic car 
meeting, Carver Barracks 

Saturday 24th July, 2021 

August  

Closing date for  
sunflower growing competition 

Saturday 14th August, 2021 

Proposed Solar Farm at Cutler’s green 

LoCarbon have updated their dedicated website for the ‘Cutlers Solar Farm 
and Battery Storage project’ which has just gone into the Planning Dept at 
UDC. The key planning documents and a summary of the project can be 
found at: https://cutlersolarfarm.commonplace.is/ 

There are contact numbers for you to get in touch with any questions or con-
cerns: 

Freephone number 0800 054 1074 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) 

Email: cutlers@pagasusgroup.co.uk 

Alternatively you can view the proposal on the UDC Planning portal : 

www.uttlesford.gov.uk/planning 
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Parish Council News 

Parish Council meetings 

As of June, the Parish Council Meeting date will be changing to the last 
Wednesday of the month. This is to allow Cllr Luck to attend (as Wim-
bish PC also meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month) and to give 
plenty of time to prepare the Pump update. The 1st meeting on this re-
vised schedule will be June 30th. 

Due to current social distancing restrictions, only 29 people can be ac-
commodated in the village hall at PC meetings (including councillors of 
which there are 7 and the clerk). We are asking that members of the 
public only attend if absolutely necessary and that where possible any 
questions or queries are emailed to the clerk: pcclerk@debden.org. 
The PC will respond within 7 days. If more than 21 people attend on the 
night, the PC will have to close the meeting as it won’t be possible to 
adhere to safety regulations and government guidance. If you do at-
tend, please arrive 15 minutes early to be seated safely in time. At-
tendees must wear a mask, hands must be sanitised on entry, windows 
will be open for ventilation and social distancing of 2m must be ob-
served at all times. 

Parish Council Chair and Vice-chair 

At the May 19th meeting Cllr Watson was elected Chair and Cllr Gard-
ner Vice-chair. 

Pavilion update 

Sport England lodged an objection to the application to amend the 
planning condition (as it stands the pavilion has to be finished before 
the village hall can be occupied) and so the application for the amend-
ment has been withdrawn. We will make the plans for the pavilion avail-
able to the public when we have them. It will look more like a traditional 
village pavilion rather than an extension to the village hall and it is 
cheaper and more viable. 

Planning applications 

UTT/21/1194/HHF The Shire, Smiths Green 
Erection of cart lodge style garage attached to existing garage. 
Comments: No objections 
 
UTT/21/0138/HHF Haselmere, High Street - Reconsultation 
Proposed single storey rear and side extension and demolition of     
existing garage.  
Comments: No objections 
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UTT/21/1358/FUL The Old Bakehouse, Debden Green 
Conversion of existing granary to form 1, two bedroom dwelling. 
Comments:  Previous response to be reiterated 
 
UTT/21/1048/FUL South of Wigmores Farm, Henham Road 
Erection of two detached dwellings with associated detached garages. 
Comments: Location is unclear from the plans and therefore difficult to 
determine if detrimental to the countryside.  
 
UTT/21/1350/FUL Land at Ashcroft, Debden Green 
Erection of 1 detached dwelling 
Comments: No objections 
 
 
The following applications have been determined: 
 
UTT/21/1013/FUL Land south of Purton End - refused 
 
UTT/21/0984/HHF Howe Farmhouse - approved 
 
UTT/21/0760/HHF Weffells - withdrawn 
 
UTT/20/0264/OP Land to the west of Thaxted Road - conditional ap-
proval 
 
Volunteer group 
 
You may have noticed the volunteer group out and about again. They 
have recently cut out the path next to the school and will shortly be ren-
ovating the benches on the recreation ground.  
 
Update from Debden Recreation Ground Trust 
 
The trust is applying for a grant to repair/replace the 2 rotten benches in 
the playground. If you would consider donating or contributing towards a 
bench please contact Cllr Gardner.  
2 new pieces of equipment for the park have arrived and will be installed 
as soon as possible.  
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           Corny Joke Page 

 

• Time flies like an arrow, fruit flies like a banana. 

• Why do cows wear bells? Because their horns don’t work! 

• My friend and I often laugh about how competitive we are. But I 
laugh more. 

• The past, present and future walked into a bar….it was tense. 

• Q:  What is the difference between a cat and a comma?                      
A:  A cat has claws at the end of its paws and a comma is a pause at 
the end of a clause. 

• Why did Shakespeare write with ink? Because he couldn’t decide 
which pencil to use...2B or not 2B 

• Q: What’s the difference between ignorance and apathy?                             
A:  I don’t know and I don’t care 

• My neighbour rang my doorbell at 3am! Luckily I was still up playing 
the drums! 

• What did the cheese say when it looked in the mirror? Halloumi! 

• Two pieces of fruit sat on a hill, suddenly another piece of fruit rolls 
past. One fruit turns to the other and says “Wow, look at that man-
go” 

• My dog used to chase people on a bike a lot. It got so bad I finally 
had to take the bike off him. 

• I met a lactose intolerant beaver the other day. He was telling me 
about all his dams. He said: “I’ve got a dam for every letter of the 
alphabet. I’ve got 25 dams.” I said there are 26 letters in the alpha-
bet. Turns out… he doesn’t have an edam. 

• Ninety nine out of every 100 people have fallen over drunk at some 
time...what a staggering statistic. 

• A tortoise got jumped by four snails. When asked for a description, it 
replied: “I don’t know. It all happened so quick” 
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Just an Ordinary Day 

I wake up at six with the light streaming in 
to welcome me to the morning. 
The sounds of birds and the breeze gently wafting 
through partly closed curtains. 
Before thoughts start to form. 
There is nothing but peace as I gently emerge from a good night’s sleep. 
Warm 
Comfortable 
Rested 

 

Then my left knee twinges and has to be moved 
to a more convenient site. 
My right hip asks curtly to be released from captivity 
My shoulder cracks loudly as I shift and stir 
but I stay where I am for now, at least, almost awake. 
Warm 
Less comfortable  
Resigned 

 

Then I do all the things that I know I must do  
to make this day pass like the rest. 
Copious amounts of all kinds of jobs; most left undone, to be fair 
I’d rather run in the hills with the wind in my hair - 
but wait; those days are gone, remember you are older. 
Stiff hip 
Sore knee 
Bad shoulder 

 

These days are less packed with full on activity  
to challenge the body and mind 
but I am very glad the days of Autumn keep coming. 
It’s true life is changing, but nevertheless 
I realise now, more than ever, I think, there is no such thing  
as just 
an  
ordinary 
day. 

 

Steph Watson 
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Uttlesford District Councillors report July 2021 
 

The Pump records for posterity the goings on in  
Debden, and  I have to report matters of both  
celebration and sadness. 

With a Vintage & Classic Vehicle event being held on 
Debden Airfield by kind permission of the C.O. of 
Carver Barracks Debden are commemorating 100 
years of the Royal British Legion (RBL).  Debden RBL 
Branch has been in existence for most of those 100 
years, a tribute that is marked by the sash attached to the Branch 
Standard. Take a closer look at that Standard when you next see it 
on parade. I am sure the Standard Bearer would to be pleased to 
discuss it with you and the protocols associated with parading it on 
official occasions. Prospective Standard Bearers who volunteer are 
given training and a dress code is strictly observed. How about a 
couple of younger people volunteering so that no one person has 
all the responsibility all of the time?   

The event on 24th July starts at 10am and all are welcome. If you 
have any questions or wish to enter a vehicle, call 07785725065 or 
07557237730. Other RBL events such as the annual church ser-
vice, school parade and annual dinner have to be planned and this 
is done by handing down the protocols from generation to genera-
tion. New RBL Debden Branch members are welcome, contact the 
Branch Secretary (mcarter.athome@gmail.com). 

Not 100 years ago but more like 15, local organisations signed up 
to what is known as the "MOD covenant". For this they pledged to 
support each other in the community. Soon after that coming to-
gether Carver Barracks, Debden Parish Council, Uttlesford District 
Council and the Village Hall Trust joined forces to apply for a grant 
with which to build a new memorial hall. They were supported by 
the Debden Branch of RBL and others.  

 
This was a Grand Community project with a worthwhile cause, and 
an award was made of a Grant of £236,400.  

Since then, there has been some differences of opinion by a minori-
ty of residents which has been breeding confusion and conflict in 
the village.  It started with tiffs but has developed so that the whole 
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framework of democracy has been undermined. Debden held a lo-
cal election in May and while it was nice to see that so many were 
interested and came out to vote (56%) it was not nice to see that 
the Debden Community Residents Group (DCRG) Secretary subse-
quently wrote to the Local newspaper to suggest the election of my-
self to the Debden Parish Council should be declared "Null and 
Void". That was even though the UDC Electoral Services Officers 
had confirmed to them it was a sound election process.  

Less than two weeks later we had the debacle of the village poll. It 
was called by people who are now DRCG members and cost the 
Parish £1000. It gave everyone a confusing question to answer 
about the siting of the new hall.   

I have for these reasons lost faith in the DRCG and its members. If 
we want to live in a civilised society, we must play by the rules and 
know the boundaries of what is acceptable and what is not. 

Cllr Stewart Luck 

Member Debden & Wimbish Ward UDC 

Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov 

 

 9th Annual Debden 

 Potato growing  

 challenge! 

 

Remember the date! 

 

The big “weigh in” will be held  

on Saturday 17th July, 2021 
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Glutton’s Corner 

 

 

Rhubarb and apple cobbler 

Prep time: 20 minutes | Cooking time: 35-40 minutes 

Serves 6-8 

INGREDIENTS 

For the filling 

• 600g rhubarb 

• 2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and cored and chopped into large chunks 
(around 200g prepared weight) 

• Seeds of 1 vanilla pod, or 1 tsp vanilla bean paste 

• 120g caster sugar 

For the topping 

• 150g plain flour 

• 1 tsp baking powder 

• Pinch of fine salt 

• 95g caster sugar 

• 95g unsalted butter, chilled and diced 

• 70-100ml whole milk 

METHOD 

1.  Preheat the oven to 200C/180C fan/Gas 6. 

2.  Wash the rhubarb, dry it and cut into 4-5cm pieces. Put the apple and 
rhubarb into a baking dish measuring about 25cm x 18cm and 5cm deep. 

3.  Add the vanilla seeds or paste and the sugar, and mix really well with the 
fruit. 

4. Make the topping by stirring together the flour, baking powder, salt and 
sugar in a large bowl. 

 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Rhubarb Cobbler (continued from page 12) 

5. Add the cold cubed butter and mix, either with your fingers or in a 
stand mixer with the paddle attachment, until the mixture resembles fine 
breadcrumbs. Add the milk little by little to bring it together to a soft thick 
batter – start with 70ml, adding more if you need to (don’t mix this for too 
long, only until it comes together). 

6. Dollop the batter in large tablespoons over the top of the fruit. There’s 
no need to completely cover it; the beauty of a cobbler is seeing the fruit 
bubble over the topping. 

7. Bake for 35-40 minutes, until the topping is golden and the fruit is bub-
bling. Test that the cobbler topping is fully baked by gently lifting a bit with 
a spoon: if it looks like raw cake batter inside or underneath, return it to 
the oven for a further 10-15 minutes. 

8. Serve warm with custard. 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

 
Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
 

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 

 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
 

mailto:rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
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Debden History Local Recorders Group 

 

The relaxation of Covid restrictions 
in the middle of May enabled the 
Parish Council Meeting to be held 
once again in the Village Hall,  
albeit with social distancing and 
wearing masks. I asked for permis-
sion from the Chairman to take a 
photographic record of this event 
for our history archives and the not 
very brilliant result can be seen on 
the right.  

After more than a year it was great  
taking part in person in the Parish 
Council’s discussions without wor-
rying about mute/unmute  buttons and erratic internet connections!  

There was some discussion about the brilliantly restored telephone box at 
Debden Cross and what its future use should be once its companion at the 
top of the Thaxted Road is also restored. I suggested that the History Re-
corders could put panels with historical and other information of interest for 
visitors and newcomers to the village. This suggestion will be considered 
by the PC together with other proposals. 

Recently we dealt with a most interesting request for help  from an Ameri-
can student, who is working for an MPhil degree at Cambridge University, 
with her thesis on 15th Century Medieval Hall Houses.  Debden is very 
fortunate in having a number of historic dwellings     on the south side of 
the village, down Rook End Lane and on the Thaxted Road to Debden 
Green. In fact, this area is most likely where the original village settlement 
was situated and would explain the siting of the 13th Century Parish 
Church so close to the end of the lane. 

We have also started work on the compilation of a booklet on Debden, 
similar to the one titled “The Parish of Debden” published in the Seventies 
and written by Mrs Mary Norwak. The new booklet will have historical 
notes on Debden and Debden Green but also references to the architec-
ture, the agriculture and notable residents. 

 

Elisabeth Blackie 

Parish Council Meeting 
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 Tempus Fugit   

Where have I put them, I’m sure they were there? 

Out in the kitchen or under the chair? 

Why have I come here what did I need? 

Is this the future, better take heed? 

 
Is that a new lump? Did my heart miss a beat? 

Is that a lesion what’s that on my feet? 

Did the phone ring or was it a knock? 

Not another scam? Ah, there’s my sock! 

 

Staying in, obeying advice, 

Dreary days, checking for lice, 

Keeping away from anything viral, 

No relief from this degenerative spiral. 

 

On the other hand: 

 

I can sleep when I want, no need to labour, 

I can heckle policemen and rant at my neighbour, 

No need to wash, let my hair grow, 

No more shaving, no need for show. 

 

Free bus pass and two Oxford jabs 

Pension on Monday (I might have kebabs)! 

Spring around the corner, pub open soon, 

Warmer nights, I can howl at the moon. 

It ain’t so bad! 

Alan Hynes 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
&  

Stone floors, Upholstery, 
Rugs 

A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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1st Thaxted - Carver Scout Group 

“Every child has the right to an adventure; life is about grabbing opportuni-
ties. The prizes don't always go to the biggest, the best and the strongest 
they go to those who persevere. These are simple life lessons that scouting 
teaches.” – Bear Grylls (Chief Scout) 

Scouts are do-ers and give-it-a-go-ers. Yes, we go camping, hiking, swim-
ming, abseiling, cycling and canoeing. But we also get to hang out with our 
friends every week – having fun, playing games, working in a team and tak-
ing on new challenges. 

Every week, the Scout Association nationally gives almost half a million 6-25 
year olds the skills they need for school, college, university, the job inter-
view, the important speech, the tricky challenge and the big dreams: the 
skills they need for life. 

Scouting is split into five sections, based on age: Beavers (6-8), Cubs (8-
10), Scouts (10-14), Explorers (14-18), Network (18-25) and the progressive 
programme for each section builds refines upon the young person’s skills. 

For over 50 years, The Scout association has been active within Thaxted 
and the surrounding area and now, twinned with Carver Barracks and the 
Wimbish area, we are able to offer access to scouting for many more young 
people.  

The Scout group has remained active during the pandemic, with Zoom 
based learning sessions and have also had presentations from Magician 
Richard Jones, the RNLI, Roborace, Household cavalry, Met Police boat 
unit, Essex Police traffic unit, the fire brigade, National Grid, Acrobats, the 
Royal Air force, the Royal Navy, and many many more! We are now back 
meeting Face to Face with weekly meetings in both Thaxted and our Carver 
Barracks Locations. 

In 2019, 1st Thaxted-Carver Scout Group successfully raised enough money 
through the support of local and national charities to achieve our goal of 
buying a brand new minibus suitable for our needs which, once the pandem-
ic has cleared and we can all travel again, will enable trips and camps wider 
than just the local area. It is a massive achievement for the group and is a 
testament to what can be achieved, working together with our friends and 
supporters.  

Everyone’s welcome at Scouts. All genders, races and backgrounds. Re-
gardless of your child’s physical ability – there’s a Scout adventure out there 
waiting for them. And we’ll help them find it. 

If you or your young person is interested in Scouting, please contact: 
GSL@thaxtedscouts.org.uk or  
Visit our Website https://thaxtedscouts.org.uk.   
(see photo on the following page) 

mailto:GSL@thaxtedscouts.org.uk
https://thaxtedscouts.org.uk/
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1st Thaxted - Carver Scout Group (see article on the previous page) 
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Clematis Candy Stripe 

Love in a mist Pelargoniums 

Edelweiss 

Wisteria 

Alliums and roses Rosa rugosa 

Jonquils A colourful border 

Secret garden 
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POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

 

 

The Post Office is open from Monday to Thursday between 08.00 and 
12.30pm  
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www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

 
With school holidays approaching and more people spending time near 
home, I would like to remind you of the walk routes that are on the Socie-
ty’s website and free to download and print. Over the last year or so, we 
have been steadily increasing the number of recommended routes. We 
now offer more than 75 routes covering 
some 400 miles in total with little repeti-
tion. Soon, each of the hundred parish-
es will feature in at least one walk. Most 
routes have a mixture of countryside 
and town or village. There is a good 
range of distances, from 1 mile up-
wards. Station walks start and finish at 
railway stations and all others start and 
finish at a suitable place to park. 

 
Our aim is to help residents and visitors 
to easily enjoy the area. The routes are 
planned so as to use good paths and 
quiet lanes, and to achieve an interesting mix of scenery. The descriptions 
seek to ensure that nobody will get lost and also to provide sufficient infor-
mation along the way to make the outing interesting. The area’s abun-
dance of public rights of way, its gentle natural beauty and wealth of listed 
buildings make this possible. Many walks pass or finish near a pub or tea 
room, thankfully now open again. 

 
While we can plan the route to pass through attractive countryside and 
villages, we can’t predict what pleasures nature may have in store: per-
haps majestic cloud formations, the sights and sounds of birds, the variety 
of butterflies and insects, the scale of badger diggings, deer prints, even a 
glimpse of a hare or fox or herd of deer. The seasons bring changes to 
trees, crops, wayside flowers and fruits. With such potential, each walk 
can be an adventure. We encourage you to carry a camera. 

 
Ken McDonald, Secretary. 

 

Walk 149: Clavering 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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Debden Church Letter 

 

Dear Friends 

Christians often say grace at mealtimes.  For some this 
may only be an occasional habit at special dinners etc but 
for others it is routine at every meal.  It may take many 
forms from a brief pause for silent reflection of thankfulness to a sung prayer 
of gratitude.  I know grace prayers to the theme tunes of ‘Superman’ and 
‘The Adams Family’ which children particularly like! 

Whatever form of words we use, it is the habit of giving thanks that I think is 
important.  With such plenty available to us in the developed world we can 
take too much for granted.  What is a blessing to us – our abundant supply 
of food in all varieties – is taken as a right and a given.  Of course, for many 
around the world that is not so. 

I was fortunate enough to spend some time in Kenya shortly after I moved 
here and over a weekend I was hosted by a vicar and his family in the Dio-
cese around Mount Kenya.  Before breakfast, which incidentally was lefto-
vers from the previous day’s supper, the mother prayed a grace.  She began 
with words along the lines of ‘Thank You Lord you have given us another 
day to live…’  They were not particularly in a poor area but they were cer-
tainly more aware of the fragility of life and the precarious nature of food 
supply.  In the news as I write this, there is fear of another severe famine in 
Ethiopia and life is hard in the northern districts of Kenya. 

Being grateful is something that perhaps we all ought to get into the habit of 
doing – giving thanks for all that we have.  Lamentations is a book of the 
bible that is entirely reflections on understanding and learning from difficult 
circumstances – Hebrew lament poems in effect.  In chapter 3, verses 22 

&23 it says ‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithful-
ness.’  Whatever our circumstances, but particularly in our abundance, we 
should learn to be grateful. 

Of course, we all face hardship and difficulties from time to time and the last 
15 months or so has been challenging.  But being thankful does not mini-
mise this; it helps keep it in perspective.  Flower Festival Weekend is sched-
uled for 4&5 September and in part will be a celebration of all the good 
things we have been blessed with and to give thanks.  There will be a spe-
cial service, 11am Sunday 5 September you would be welcome to join us to 
do just this.  Look out for more details in posters around the village.  Even if 
you do not regularly come to church, you would be most welcome, whatever 
age, on your own or as a family. 
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So, let us be thankful for all that we have and, I pray, we continue to be 
blessed by God’s great faithfulness to us. 

Best Wishes  

Revd John Saxon 

St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden and All Saints Wimbish 

    

Church Services and Events in 2021 

    

Most Services are livestreamed via Zoom. 

Joining details for Zoom are: ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036. 

If you are unable to link to our livestreamed Services, please try 

www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org 

Changes to our Services may be found at 

www.debdenchurch.org.uk 

** Sunday Praise is a non-Eucharistic Service 
with readings, hymns, prayers and responses. 

          

Date Holy Day Time Service ** Location 

Sun 4 Jul Trinity 5 09:15 am Sunday Praise Wimbish 

Sun 11 Jul Trinity 6 09:15am Sunday Praise Debden 

Sun 18 Jul Trinity 7 09:15am Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sun 18 Jul Trinity 7 03:00 pm Service of Celebration Debden 

Sun 25 Jul Trinity 8 09:15 am Holy Communion Debden 

Sun 1 Aug Trinity 9 09:15 am Sunday Praise Wimbish 
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

Debden Gardens 2021 Photos  

 

Calling all gardeners and photographers!! 

Following the success of your beautiful photos during last 
year, photographs are being invited for Debden Gardens 2021 
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be 
published in the Parish Pump.  Now that our gardens are 
blooming, albeit with all the rain!, this is the perfect time to 
get snapping again. See some of your photos on page 23 and on 
the back page of this edition. 

Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these 
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gar-
dens. So do please keep them coming and send them to my 
email address below.  Thank you all so very much. 

Hilary Davey 

Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com  

          
debdengardens2021 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

As from the beginning of June, we are now holding services 
back in the church building.  Our first service was on June 6th 
and it was so good to be seeing people again, albeit from be-
hind masks. In the Bible Jesus tells us that where just 2 or 3 
are gathered together in his name he will be there with us in a 
special way.   

So many around the globe have suffered from the isolation 
over the past 15 months and it was such a joy to be worship-
ping together again.  Although congregational singing is not 
yet permitted it was a delight to have some volunteers singing 
from the front. 

Over this time of isolation it has been so good to know that we 
have a God who loves us and cares for us just where we are.  
As Psalm 139 relates, God knows all about us wherever we 
are or whatever we are doing.  Despite our failings he loves 
us and wants us to seek him and come to know him. For this 
reason sent his son Jesus to this world to reach out to us.  
He’s always listening to those who call to him. 

 

God bless, 

 Simon Gale                                                                                                                   
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

We are back in the building, at the moment just for Sunday 
morning services.  As lockdown eases further we hope to 

resume some evening services as well. 

_________________________ 

 

Psalm 139 verses 1- 6 

 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You search out my path and my lying down 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is high; I cannot attain it.  
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VINTAGE AND CLASSIC VEHICLE EVENT 

SUPPORTING THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION’S  
CENTENARY YEAR 

AT 

CARVER BARRACKS (FORMER RAF DEBDEN),  
SAFFRON WALDEN CB10 2YA 

SATURDAY 24TH JULY 2021 – 10 AM – 4 PM 

 

HISTORIC STEAM ENGINES, CLASSIC CARS AND MOTORCYCLES, 

 FARM AND MILITARY VEHICLES AND OTHER ATTRACTIONS 
 

ALL WELCOME 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION,  
PLEASE CONTACT: 

John Arkwright – john.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk (07785 725065) 
 
Lucinda Beard– lucinda.beard@jarkwright.co.uk (07771 523599) 

mailto:john.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk
mailto:lucinda.beard@jarkwright.co.uk
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DECLARATION   OF   RESULT 

 

                   Uttlesford District Council 
      Debden Parish Poll 

                   on Thursday 20 May 2021 

 

 

I, Dawn French, being the Counting Officer at the above parish poll, do hereby give notice that I 
have certified the number of votes recorded at the said parish poll. 
 

The Question that has been put to the electors is as follows: 
 "Do you support the building of a village hall for Debden on the current site?" 

 

The number of votes recorded was as follows: 
 

Votes Number of 

Votes 

  No             29 

  Yes           132 

 
     
Total Valid Votes Counted: 
 

Number of ballot papers rejected was as follows:  Number of ballot papers 

(A) Want of Official Mark                     0 

(B) Both answers voted for                     3 

(C) Writing or mark by which the voter could be identified                     0 

(D) Being unmarked or wholly void for uncertainty                     6 

                                                                                           Total:                     9 

 
and I declare that the proposal to which the question relates as been carried. 
   
  Electorate: 660        Ballot Papers Issued: 170        Turnout: 25.76 % 

 
*delete as applicable 
 
Dated: 20 May 2021          Dawn French 
           Counting Officer 
 

 
Printed and published by the Counting Officer, Council Offices, London Road, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB11 4ER 

 

This information, taken from www.uttlesford.gov.uk was submitted to the 
Pump by the DRCG. 
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Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly 
and kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Debden Spring Clean a Success! 

A big thank you to all that turned up to help at the litter pick on Saturday 
29th May.  

DPC registered to take part in the Great British Spring Clean Mission Mile 
#GBSpringClean 

Stephanie and Jim Watson, April 
Gardner, Richard Cawte, Brian Phil-
lips and Stewart Luck targeted the 
Newport Road, Thaxted Road to 
Laceys, Mill Road, Ivy Todd Hill, Fox 
Crossroads, Debden Road including 
Purton End and Sampsons Lane up 
to Littley Wood West.  

Ann Bannister did Thaxted Road up 
to Slough Farm, and Debden Brown-
ies picked the play area, recreation 
ground and footpath behind Deynes 
Road. 

We estimate that we did a total of 6 
miles and collected 12 bags. Next time we will target the Debden Green 
area. 

Many thanks to Uttlesford District Council for lending us the litter picks, Hi-
Viz vests and supply of bags. 

Contact the parish council if you would like to litter pick at any time. 

We have picks and vests you can borrow. 

Email: pcclerk@debden.org • Tel: 01799 540587 •            @debdenpc 

mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Help with Mental Health 

This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new regula-
tions may affect your mental health.  
 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available: please see Livewell's mental health resources 
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-well-
being/ 

Felix Fund  Charity Cycle ride 

I’m known for my rather bonkers cycling adventures for charity and this year 
is no different. The charity, as always, is our Royal Engineer neighbour's 
charity, The Felix Fund.  

For nine days, starting on Saturday the 17th of July, myself and two friends 
will attempt to cycle/camp from the furthest point east in England to the fur-
thest point west -  Lowestoft to Lands' End - 500 miles. We'll be carrying 
tents and all our kit, not to mention that we have a combined age of nearly 
160.  

Even though I've tackled rides like this before this will be the longest yet. If 
you'd like to follow our endeavour please search Facebook for Debdencycle 
Lindsell. That's if I haven't stalked you and sent you a friend request in the 
past! There is a JustGiving page as well, if you put my name in the search 
bar you'll find the right page. There haven't been many charity events over 
the last 18 months because of Covid and all charities have suffered a dra-
matic drop in income. Whether it's The Felix Fund or another charity, please 
spare a few pounds for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Brian Lindsell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    
                                                  Cycle route 
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Letters 
 
Plant Sale - Thank you! 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped with 
the Plant Sale on Saturday 5

th
 June, to all those 

who donated the very many plants and to all who 
came along and purchased them. The magnifi-
cent total of £583 was raised for Debden 
Church.    
We are sincerely grateful to you all. 
 
Arthur and Hilary Davey 
 
 
 
A Nice Story 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Whilst walking the dog one evening I came upon a group of people having 
a BBQ on the recreation ground and playing Rounders and cricket. 

It was the young lad’s 6th Birthday. 

How nice it was to meet them and see them enjoying themselves. 

The lad had a new toy metal detector but could not fit the batteries as he 
needed a small screwdriver. Fortunately Pete Woolner was in his shed and 
was able to help. 

Village life at its best! 

Stewart Luck 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Vacant position 
(Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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Photo by permission of the Watson Family 

  
 


