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DEBDEN     PARISH    COUNCIL

MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF  DEBDEN  PARISH  COUNCIL  HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY,

5  th   SEPTEMBER 2018 AT 8.00PM IN THE MEMORIAL HALL,  DEBDEN

Present: Cllr R. Forster (RF)   Chairman 

Cllr E. Blackie (EB)

Cllr S. Luck (SL) 

Cllr Alicia Tetlow (AliciaT)

Cllr A.Tetlow (AT)

Cllr S. Watson (SW)

In attendance:

Mrs. C. Griffin, Clerk. (CG)

Dist Cllr T. Knight (TK)  

9 members of the public

18/047  Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Amie Roper (business commitment) and Cty Cllr 

Simon Walsh.

18/048  Declarations of Interests

To receive disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in items on the 

agenda

No other interests were declared.

18/049 Public participation session (15 minutes available if required)

Members of the public are permitted to make representations, and give evidence

in respect of any item of business included on the agenda

Residents raised the following issues:

 The new Poppy Appeal Organiser introduced himself and said that if the PC

would like to be involved in this year's remembrance which will mark 100

years since the end of WW1 please let him know.

 ECC repaired the three bridges at Hamperden End but the fourth one has

still not been rectified.

 The Clerk advised that the last time she was in touch with ECC they said they 

 were carrying out ground searches but will chase them again.

 Opposite Scotts Farm at Hamperden End there is a large Willow tree which

has a crack in it.  I have reported it and an inspection was carried out.

  The Clerk will follow this up with ECC.

 We spoke to the new owner of Ivy Todd Cottage who was very pleasant,

although he did say he has not yet completed. Perhaps the PC would like to

contact him.
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18/050  To receive Reports from District and County Councillors

Dist Cllr Knight reported that:

 A number of villages are buying Silhouettes (the outline of a soldier) to mark

this year's remembrance.   A 6ft figure is £750.00 and I would be happy to

make a contribution.  The PC felt this could be placed next to the memorial

plaque which is going near the pavilion and then later inside the Village Hall.

EB advised that some time ago she considered organising house plaques.  TK

will speak to Mike Clarke and Andy Pearce about these.

 After the parish meeting when I was asked to speak on behalf of 14 people

about  the  development in  Thaxted  Road,  I  received  complaints  that  the

village was not consulted prior  to submission of  the plan.   UDC will  still

accept letters even though the deadline has passed.

 As the pre-school has closed why is it necessary to move the Village Hall

particularly  as  the Shop are saying  they are  struggling  and may  possibly

close.  Could it be reconsidered please before it is too late. 

 Regarding the flower tubs, the lady who contacted me was not complaining

and I explained that the reason it was not planted was because of the long

grass.   EB and her gardener cleared the area and the tub has now been

planted.  Ten tubs have been planted but there is another one on Ivy Todd

Hill making eleven.

An email was received from ECC advising that Cty Cllr Walsh is on holiday.

18/051 To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the Meeting

of the Council held on 4  th   July,2018

It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the Minutes as approved.

Proposed:  EB Seconded:  AT All agreed

18/052  To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the Parish

meeting held on 22  nd   August, 2018

The Clerk advised that the minutes should not be approved until the Annual Parish

Assembly next year.  A copy of the minutes was available at the meeting and a copy

will be sent to EB as she was unable to attend.

The Chairman delivered the response on the proposed Thaxted Road development

to UDC yesterday. A further extension was requested but the 5th September was the

very latest UDC would allow.

18/C053   To receive an update on the investigations regarding manorial rights and

approve quotation for registering the land

Following the ECC investigation into the highway boundary on Ivy Todd Hill,  they

have confirmed that the land between Fox Cottage and the new property is Common

Land registered by Debden Parish Council  in July 1973, reference CL370.  Further

investigation by the Parish Council confirms that all the verges already covered by

Manorial Rights were also registered on the same date under reference CL370.  In



584

view of this the Parish Council need to check with the solicitors whether registration

of the Manorial Rights is necessary.

EB  added that  in  1965  there  was  a  Government  Act  which  required  all  PC's  to

register verges and the Parish Clerk at the time registered all the verges up Ivy Todd

Hill, and down to Debden Green.

18/C054  To discuss planning applications received

The following applications have been received, no comments submitted

UTT/18/1185/FUL Cottage at Sibbards Farm (Re-consultation)

UTT/18/1534/OP Ashcroft, Debden Green

Outline application to remove existing tennis court and erect one dwelling within the

footprint of the tennis court

UTT/18/1860/HHF Sibbards Cottage, Debden Green

Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension

UTT/18/1869/FUL Land south of Wisteria House, Debden Green

Minor alterations to previous planning approval to allow for the re-siting of plot 1 

slightly further forward and alterations to garage.

UTT/18/2017/FUL Deynes House, Debden

Erection of one dwelling and garage

UTT/18/1926/FUL Henham Farms

Erection of four dwellings with detached cart lodges together with new access

UTT/18/2106/HHF Spring View, Henham Road

Replace existing conservatory with orangery to rear

UTT/18/2109/HHF  The Firs, Debden Green

Proposed raising of roof line to provide first floor accommodation. Single storey side 

and rear extension and front porch (amendment to UTT/171586/HHF previously 

approved.

The following have been approved, subject to conditions:

UTT/18/1509/FUL Howe Barn, Newport Road

UTT/18/1185/FUL Cottage at Sibbards Farm, Debden Green

UTT/18/1206/FUL  Rowney House, Thaxted Road

UTT/18/1475/HHF 1 Manor Cottages Elder Street

The following has been refused:

UTT/18/1546/FUL  The Three Horseshoes, Hamperden End.

19/055 To receive an update from the Parish Clerk

The Parish Clerk reported that.

 The footpath across the land at the back of Deynes Road was raised again last

week.  I advised the resident that it is not on the definitive map and therefore

not official.  It was pointed out that because it is on the Ordnance Survey

map it confuses people and there is the sign saying it is a public footpath. SW

will speak to the farmer who keeps his sheep in the field.
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 Once the salt is received we will  need to get the paving slabs and bins in

place.

 A street light failed at Debden Green and this has now been repaired.

 I have requested a meeting with the Rangers.

 We  have  had  a  few  new  tenants  for  the  allotments  and  contracts  and

invoices have been issued.

 Regarding the possibility of Parish Councils taking on some jobs which ECC

currently carry out, Cty Cllr Walsh said this initiative is at a very early stage

and no details available yet.

 I  did  receive  some  communications  from  the  family  at  Debden  Green

regarding Byway 37 and this  is still  ongoing. The farmer is now consulting

with the NFU.

 The Auditor has raised the land exchange with me.  He feels the Parish should

obtain a legal opinion on whether there could be any implications, financial

or legal,  for the PC in connection with the land exchange. We could send the

contract to NALC, through EALC, and ask them to check this.

The Chairman reported that he had spoken to the Auditor who has asked, if the land

exchange went ahead and then failed for some reason would the PC have any legal

liability to support the RG Trust.  As far as we are aware the PC does does not have

any legal liability to support the RG Trust.

SL read an extract from the Auditor's report in which he states that he is not clear as

to  whether  the  PC  has  formally  satisfied  itself  that  if  the  Trust  enters  into  any

contract regarding the land exchange that the PC cannot be held legally or financially

responsible  for  any consequences  now or  in  the future which  may  have  serious

implications for the level of precept.

EB  advised that  there are still  some minor  amendments  to be made before the

contract can be finalised and this could be sent to NALC with the initial advice from

James McCallum.

 

18/056  To receive an update on the situation regarding the Village Shop 

The Chairman reported that he attended a meeting of the Village Shop yesterday.

The Shop did get some help following their last article in the Parish Pump but they 

are continuing to lose money because of the number of customers and sales have 

deteriorated. They have considered how long they can afford to carry on knowing 

that they are losing money and have decided to set a deadline.  The situation does 

certainly not look promising at the moment.

SW asked if the Shop had an action plan and could the Post Office remain open if the

Shop closes.

At present the Shop have only 9 volunteers to cover 17 opening sessions,  There are 

just not enough people willing to volunteer to run it and they need more people to 

use it.
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The Shop is aware that the Parish Council has funds in its Budget that could be made 

available  to them if they decide at their meeting in December to keep the Shop 

open and running.

It was agreed that the Shop is such a useful hub for other things  -  collecting money, 

selling tickets etc.,

If the Shop should close the PC is currently responsible for the disposal of the assets 

as specified in their constitution.

A member of the public suggested it could become a community cafe if it should 

close.

18/057  To receive an update on the new property on Ivy Todd Hill and report on 

the meeting with ECC regarding the drainage problems in Walden Road up to 

Purton End

Following concerns expressed by the Parish Council about soil washed off the cut 

away bank and rainwater drainage directly onto the road from the site entrance, a 

Project Manager has been appointed by Highways to resolve these outstanding 

problems.  The Parish Council is currently awaiting a meeting, being arranged by the 

Project Manager, to discuss these outstanding issues and the extent of the current 

visibility splay.  The Clerk will continue to chase  Highways and also contact UDC 

Building Control.

The Chairman reported that he, and AT,  met two representatives from ECC  (the 

Drainage Engineer and head of Customer Services) last week.

It was a very productive meeting and drains were identified that require attention.

Highways will jet out the drains and pipes to determine the existing drainage 

system and then report back.  AT has offered to dig out the ditch.  They currently 

have a lead time of eight weeks.

The road is scheduled for resurfacing in 2019

The Clerk will report the drains in Thaxted Road again.

18/058  To receive an update on the ECC project “Where does water go” a project 

to map watercourses and discuss ways of involving members of the public

Following the email received from ECC, details of this were circulated to 12 

residents. In view of the poor response the article will be placed in Parish Pump 

requesting some volunteers.

SW and RF volunteered to get involved.

18/059  To review the Asset Register and decide whether there should be a 

separate Asset Register for the RG Trust

This item was deferred until the next meeting

18/060  To review the Insurance Policy circulated on 16  th   August 2018.

The renewal details were circulated prior to he meeting and it was proposed that 

this should be approved.

Proposed:  RF Seconded:  AT All agreed
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18/061  To agree to lodge the Parish Council legal documents with Tees in Saffron 

Walden (A schedule detailing all the documents will need to be drawn up 

beforehand)

It was agreed that the documents should be deposited with Tees in Saffron Walden.

EB said she has already drawn up a schedule of all the documents.   The Clerk and EB 

will go through this before delivering the documents.

18/062  To discuss whether or not to join Newport PC and other neighbouring 

parishes in applying for a PCSO

The Clerk reported on information she had obtained.  The PC would like to know

the costs involved and what additional service would be provided that we do not 

already pay the Police to provide.

18/063   To discuss any matters relating to the village flower tubs and agree 

planting arrangements for the future

It was suggested that residents who live close to a flower tub might be willing to look

after it.  The PC would pay for the plants and compost and the volunteers would be 

asked to plant, water and generally look after.  This will be included in Parish Pump.

18/064  To discuss report received from the Internal Auditor and agree his 

recommendations.

The Auditor's report for 2017/18 had been circulated in advance of the meeting and 

it was proposed that his recommendations should be agreed.

Proposed:  RB Seconded:  AT All agreed

EB and other members thanked the Clerk for all her hard work.

18/065  To approve the appointment of an Internal Auditor for the 2018/19 Audit.

It was proposed that our current Internal Auditor, should be appointed to undertake 

the audit for 2018/19

Proposed:  RF Seconded:  AT All agreed

18/066  To approve an application to Nat West Bank for a Business Debit Card and 

to use internet banking.

The Clerk reported that following the closure of the Nat. West bank in Saffron 

Walden she is unable to pay cash (some Allotment rents are paid in cash) into the 

bank.  This will be possible if we apply for a Business Debit card.   The internet 

banking will be used to check the balances in the accounts.

It was proposed that both application forms should be completed.

Proposed:  RF Seconded:  AT All agreed

18/067 To approve Accounts for payment

C. Griffin £399.19 Net salary + expenses  (July)

C. Griffin £400.51 Net salary + expenses  (August) 

Ridgeons £177.01 Poles and wire netting for Allotments

Came & Co. £1,140.32    Insurance
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R. Forster £6.99 Compost

R. Forster £3.20 Car parking at ECC

R. Forster £14.53 Petrol for strimmer/mower

E. Blackie £77.82 Land Registry Enquiry re Ivy Todd Hill

(Common land)

E. Blackie £17.94 Geraniums for tubs

18/068  To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

68.1.  SW reported that the resurfacing carried out in Deynes Road last weekend is

appalling  and  the  manholes  have  been  covered  over.   SW  will  take  some

photographs which will be sent to Highways and the Clerk will request an inspection.

68.2  The Clerk advised that a drug issue had recently been reported to her.

18/069  Items for next agenda

To review the Asset Register

To receive an update on the manorial rights and approve quotation for registering

the land, if necessary.

To review the current CCTV equipment and decide whether this should be replaced.

To consider organising a Councillor training course.

18/070  Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 7th November, 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 07.11.18




