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  DEBDEN     PARISH    COUNCIL

MINUTES  OF  A  MEETING  OF  DEBDEN  PARISH  COUNCIL  HELD  ON  WEDNESDAY,

7TH  AUGUST , 2019 AT 8.05 PM IN THE MEMORIAL HALL,  DEBDEN

Present: Cllr S. Walsh (SW)   Chairman 

Cllr C. Bunting (CB)

Cllr C. Diggins (CD) 

Cllr A. Gardner (AG)

Cllr J. O'Brien (JO'B)

Cllr S. Watson (StephW)

In attendance:

Mr. M. Young Trustee, One Hundred Villages

Mrs. C. Griffin, Clerk. (CG)

Dist Cllr S. Luck 

18 members of the public

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

19/064  Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr Brian Lindsell (on holiday)

19/065 Declarations of Interests

To receive disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests in items on the 

agenda

CB declared an interest in 19/070 (owner of land west of Thaxted Road, planning 

Appeal Ref. APP/C1570/W/19/3231500 lodged)

19/066  To receive details of the Hundred Parishes from Mike Young, Trustee, and 

consider joining the Hundred Parishes Society

Mike Young, who has been a Trustee of the Society for over two years, explained that

The Hundred Parishes is an initiative to increase awareness, understanding and  

appreciation of the area we live in.  The organisation spreads information, organises 

walks and newsletters and members of the society have contributed to local appeals.

Currently there are 120 members but we are hoping to increase membership. The 

Society produces an excellent guide book, cost £25.   A leaflet giving full details of the

society and membership form was circulated to everyone present.

It was proposed that Debden Parish Council should become a member of the 

Hundred Parishes Society

Proposed:  SW Seconded:  AG All agreed.

Action:  CG

The Chairman thanked Mike Young for attending and he left the meeting. 
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19/067  Public participation  

Members of the public are permitted to make representations, and give evidence in

respect of any item of business included on the agenda and other matters of interest

Residents raised matters relating to the following:

 Appeal APP/C1570/W/18/3231500 Land west of Thaxted Road 

 The value of the Sports Pavilion.

 Raising of funds for the Village Hall and support for building the village hall on

the existing site. 

 The Chairman of the NVHG said they would be pursuing the current plan.

 Concern regarding the use of the Precept to fund the village hall.

 Appeal for 36 houses which was rejected by the residents and unanimously

refused by the UDC Planning Committee. 

 The amount spent by the RGT historically on legal fees

 Questions relating ro agenda item 19/074

19/068  To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the Meeting

of the Council held on 3  rd   July 2019 

The Clerk claimed that the minutes are not a true record in view of the changes that

have been made to the figures in her draft.

It was resolved that the minutes should be signed as a correct record.

Proposed:  SW Seconded:  JO'B All agreed

19/069  To discuss planning applications received and any other planning matters

UTT/19/0778/FUL  The Coach House, Debden

Restoration of existing coach house and first floor flat and conversion of whole 

building to one two storey dwelling.

No comments Action: CG

UTT/19/1626/FUL  Land to the north west of Henham Road

Erection of 2 detached, 5 bedroom dwellings, and associated access improvements.

The Chairman will draft a response.  As the reply should have been sent by the 7th 

August the Clerk will request an extension until Monday 12th August.

Action SW  & CG

The following applications have been approved, subject to conditions;

UTT19/1141/FUL  Henham Farm Barn, Hamperden End

UTT/19/1194/LB  Purton End House, Purton End

The following Appeals have been dismissed:

APP/C1570/W/18/3219258  Land at Mill Road Church Lane

APP/C1570/W/19/3223950   Henham Farm, Hamperden End

19/070 To discuss the following Appeal

APP/C1570/W/19/3231500  Land to the West of Thaxted Road
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Proposed development of 36 new dwellings ranging from 1 bed, 2 person, up to 5

bed, 7 person, houses with a mix of tenure, including 14 affordable housing units.

With associated garages, landscaping and new access.

(CB left the meeting)

The Clerk was requested to send a letter to the Planning Inspectorate reiterating the

comments made in the PC' Parish Council's letter dated 4th September 2018 to UDC

Planning Department,  and letter  dated 12th February,  2019 to  Mr.  A. Cook, Essex

County Council, copied to UDC Planning department.         Action:  CG

It is understood the developer is producing a plan for 25 houses on a smaller site and

when available will be considered on its merits.

(CB re-joined the meting)

19/071   To discuss the establishment of a Planning Committee

It was agreed that a Planning Committee should be set up in view of the demand for

development in the village and also to work on producing a Neighbourhod Plan.

Proposed:  SW Seconded:  AG All agreed.

Initially, the Chairman will draw up terms of reference and propose members for the

committee. Action: SW

19/072  To receive a report from each Councillor on their areas of responsibility

C. Bunting (responsible for Open Spaces and Allotments) reported:

There is one new tenant at the allotments.

Charlotte Diggins (responsible for Parish Pump, Publicity and website) reported:

UDC has been advised that the PC would like to adopt both 'phone boxes

Stephanie Watson (responsible for Village Events, Neighbourhood Watch) reported:

The contract for the electric in the pavilion has been changed from E-on to British

Gas.   A quotation is being obtained for installing a slot meter in the pavilion.

    Action: StephW

April Gardner (responsible for the Playground, Publicity and Website) reported:

The playground repairs are in hand.

A map has been circulated on the website that members can look at.

19/073  To receive an update from the Parish Clerk

 A resident of Debden Green came to see me regarding a number of issues on

footpaths/byways at Debden Green.  Reports sent to ECC on marker posts,

overhanging trees etc.,  Some other matters will be discussed with BL.

 After chasing many times I have now received a cheque in settlement of the

insurance claim for the damage to the pond wall.

 The road at Debden Green that was damaged by the intense heat has been

reported.  
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 The  container  on  the  verge  at  Debden  Green  is  on  hire  to  McNicholass

Construction and ECC have now advised that they have issued a permit for

this from 3rd July to 25th September.   Action: CG

 We have some vacancies at the allotments.

 I have met with the auditor and now have all the books and records back. He

will be sending a report.

 The Insurance policy will need to be reviewed at the September meeting. We

are in a 3 year agreement with Hiscox which expires in 2020.

19/074 To receive an update on the review of the RG Trust and its incorporation

JO'B  reported  that  she  has  met  with representatives  of  the  RCCE  and discussed

whether the Recreation Ground Trust was in the correct format and whether the

governing document needed amendment.  JO'B stated that the Recreation Ground

Trust was a Charity, and would remain so.  The objects would remain the same, but it

was proposed that the PC should consider becoming the Sole Trustee, rather than

the individual Parish Councillors.  The advantages would be:

1. VAT could be reclaimed.

2.  the individual trustees would not be subject to personal liability (other  

       than such as they have as Parish councillors) and

3.  it would simplify matters when there was a change of Parish Councillor (s)

There would be no facility  for co-opting trustees.   A  proposed revised governing

document  is  being  drafted  on  the  basis  of  the  current  accepted  model  for  the

Trustees to consider at the next meeting.  Advice has been taken on conflicts  of

interest. 

19/075  To receive an update on the plans for the Village Hall and replacement of

the Pavilion

JO'B reported that the VH Trust are awaiting final plans from the architect.  Once

received they will decide whether to approve and then inform the PC/RG Trust of the

site.  The PC/RGT will then make a decision on the site for the pavilion.  The plans

should be available for the September meeting.

19/076  To receive an update on the  registration of the land with manorial rights

JO'B advised this is ongoing. The Clerk will forward a copy of the plan to JO'B and the

PC will then take this forward and agree a formal process. Action: CG

19/077  To receive reports from District and County Councillors.

Cllr Luck reported on the UDC Local Plan, Speedwatch, and the Police.

19/078  To discuss the allocation of reserve funds to special project

The Clerk has opened an additional Reserve account for Special Projects.

It was proposed that £25,000 should be earmarked for the pavilion and the funds will

be transferred into this new account Action: CG

Proposed:  SW Seconded:  CB All agreed
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19/079  To approve Accounts for payment, schedule circulated prior to the meeting

A letter was signed transferring £5,000 from the Business Reserve Account to the

Current Account and the following accounts were approved for payment:

B. Phillips £62.91 2 hanging baskets

EALC £360.16 Training on 24th July

C. Griffin £410.56 Net salary +  July 

expenses (£23.40))

A. Gardner £100.00 VE Day – evening event

Debden Village Hall £51.00 Hire fee (June and July)

Ace of Spades £504.00 Grass cutting (April, May

and June)

Ace of Spades £252.00 Grass cutting (July)

Direct Debits

July E-On £53.81 Street lights

July A & J Lighting £23.86 Street lights - maintenance

19/080  To discuss the request by the VHT for the PC to apply for planning 

permission on its behalf as Custodian Trustee and to reduce costs

The  VH Trust  land  is  now in  the  name of  the  PC  as  Custodian  Trustee.   It  was

proposed that,  when requested,  the PC should apply  for  planning permission on

behalf of the VH Trust.

Proposed:  JO'B Seconded:  SW All agreed

19/081  To discuss repair and maintenance of the car park plus security of access to

the recreation ground

This issue was discussed at the RG Trust meeting and is in hand

19/082  To  approve  the  re-appointment  of  John  Lefever  as  a  Parish  Council

Representative on the Bathurst Charity for a further four year term

It was proposed that John Lefever should be re-appointed to the Bathurst Charity for

a further four year term

Action: CG

Proposed:  SW Seconded: JO'B All agreed

19/083   To discuss any Urgent matters of interest to the Parish

No other matters were raised

19/084 Items for the next agenda

To receive an update on the review of the RG Trust Deed

To discuss the plans for the Village Hall and Pavilion

To review the PC's Insurance Policy

To review the Internal Auditor's Report for 2018/19

To approve terms of reference for the Planning Committee
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To carry out a governance review

19/085 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 4th September 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.   

 

Signed......................................(Chairman) Dated: 04.09.19.




