
District Councilors report for Debden & Wimbish Ward 4th August 2020

The UDC 115 officer is still predicting a shortfall in funds but it’s not quite as much as reported 
previously. The latest forecast is £2.3m in the Red.

The Parish Council and I asked Essex County Council to consider putting in a bespoke layby at Smiths 
Green to improve the parking arrangements. Due to miscommunication by ECC Highways we have 
lost a year so now we virtually have to start again with our application. I will be making 
representations to Cllr Simon Walsh of ECC about this poor performance by ECC Highways.

I have been helping to highlight the bad road surface on the Debden Green to Henham Road and 
have brought in Cllr Driscoll who sits on the Highways panel to bring about a resolution of the 
problem

At the last UDC Zoom meeting I supported the BMAE motion but made representations saying that 
ALL lives matter and this was included in the wording of the cross party motion that was approved.

I was one of a group of Cllrs who proposed a motion about the water situation in our area. The 
aquifers in the area are depleted and in 69 out of the last 100 years they have not replenished over 
winter periods. We are concerned that the three rivers that rise in this Ward at Rowney Wood are 
dry in summer months. These are the tributaries of the Pant, Chelmer and Cam. The motion asked 
for Affinity Water co and others to make amends for future generations so that the ecology of the 
rivers are restored to that of chalk streams and that adequate water is available for all needs future.

I have been involved in consultations about Green lanes and Byways in Debden & Wimbish. A group 
of us have spent two Saturdays walking these and as reported by Cllr Lindsell we feel an 
announcement on progress is imminent.

In the above consultations Rural Policing was mentioned and this became the subject of another 
meeting I set up and held in Debden. Other R4U Cllrs attended as did PC Cllrs, local landowners and 
concerned residents. UDC Cllr Colin Day represented the Police and Emergency Services and put over
his point of view which was countered by several of the others attending. They thought our 
communities were not being well served, criminal activity was on the rise and we needed a police 
presence as a deterrent even if it cost us the tax payer more. Two further meetings are planned in 
early October to take this idea forward. Interested parties please get in touch we me.

Recently on a Saturday afternoon I met a policeman in Debden who had a radar gun in his hand 
which he was using to catch speeding motorists and book them. He remarked trade was bad so I told 
him to come back on a Monday in term time. FYI he was one of the Rural Crime team driving an 
unmarked BMW and is based at South Woodham Ferres.

The third motion at UDC I supported was the requirement to educate people that Ad Hoc fireworks 
displays can be harmful and anti-social. Letting them off without telling neighbors in order that 
animals and vulnerable people can be prepared should be outlawed.

I will now move on to describe what is happening about the Local Plan. As a new Cllr I have no idea 
as to how a Local Plan is put together so the Local Government Assoc’ has been recruited to provide 
two “wise men” as consultants. These chaps have spent two evenings bringing me and other Cllrs up 
to speed on what faults were found with the last plans and how they and us are going to try to avoid 
getting it badly wrong again.



We are required to have an approved Local Plan according to the Planning Act 2004 and amended in 
2011 by the Localism act.

N.B. We are a Zero Carbon Trailblazer! Putting Residents First!

Taking all this into consideration we might find that in Stage One 0-7 years small to medium 
developments find favor. With possibly one Garden Community idea coming in the Second Phase 7-
14 years on.

The wise men stress that conversations will be taking place in communities but people should not 
expect formal consultations as there is no time for that. All Stakeholders should be involved and 
listened to. Communities can influence the outcome after all “Who’s Planet is it anyway”!

UDC is going to have to manage expectations and not everyone should expect to get everything they 
would like. We are enabled but bound by the Plan. Please help me with your ideas.

We ae required to provide a Local Development Scheme…. That will set out how we intend to meet 
the 2023 deadline!!!! So, we are likely to fail at the first hurdle, but it is thought by our advisors that 
if the system we use is open and honest about our dreams and accountable it will build enough trust 
that the UK. Gov will allow it to run its course.

There will be a Statement of Community Involvement where UDC are required to review and use 
Neighborhood plans and past planning experience. We need Debden & Wimbish for that matter to 
come forward with their plan.

Lastly a Project Management Doc’ is needed. This generally outlines in detail UDC aims and 
objectives, roles of responsibility, Risk assessments and how the project will be managed.

At the end of the presentations they mentioned how to develop the Garden Community idea and 
thoughts turned to Carver Barracks.  It’s an obvious first target in Cllrs sights as a brown field site. 

I explained to Cllrs and “the two Wise Men” that since I came to the area in 1973 the future of the 
base has never been certain for more than 5-10 years into the future. The MOD have shown that 
they expect Carver to be used until 2032 but that’s it. I think there is a defense review due soon but 
getting a FIRM commitment out of the MOD is not in our view a sustainable option. The wise men 
also thought it was probably in the wrong place for a Garden Community siting transport links as ac 
reason.

So that’s an intro to the work I am involved in. An interesting fact thrown into the discussions is that 
it is estimated 18,000 people commute out of Uttlesford and another 18,000 come into the area.

The bottom line is that EVERYONE needs to be PROACTIVE and become a PLACEMAKER defining the 
INFRASTRUCTURE you need. Concluding with an agreement that every one of the Stakeholders are 
proud of as a good LOCAL PLAN.

Cllr Stewart Luck

cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk

07974188395   contact me anytime you feel the need. (8am to 9pm is socially acceptable)


