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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.               

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

New Year greetings to all of our  readers as we find ourselves again 
in “lockdown”, but this time isolating from an apparently different, 
and more virulent ,strain of COVID. As we seem to be more fearful 
of this new development it is welcome news that Uttlesford District 
Council have now set up a facility for testing those without symp-
toms. Full details are given  on pages 5 and 6 and Uttlesford’s web-
site provides a lot more information on the help available. However 
please remember that more local help is still available, should any-
one need it, and details appear on pages  4, 27 and 41.  

It has come as somewhat of a surprise that March 21st 2021 is cur-
rently deemed to be the day when the 2021 National Census will 
take place. Is it really 10 years since the last one? Where has the 
time gone? It seems as if  it aims to be a much more digital affair 
than previously - so be ready for it! The Debden History Recorders 
group have provided some interesting facts about its history  on 
pages 18 and 19. 

You will notice that this edition has several letters from our readers, 
and we are pleased to receive them. We aim to produce an interest-
ing, informative and entertaining magazine which is of relevance to 
everyone in the village. However, as our space is somewhat limited 
we need to find a balance between our advertising, which pays for 
the majority of our costs, our regular items, articles and letters. Be-
cause of this, both Kathy and I  would ask that any letters be as 
concise and brief as possible?  On occasion, it may be necessary  
to return a letter to its author to request that it be shortened. In this 
way we will then be able to accommodate the maximum number of 
contributions.   

Keep safe, well and warm this month.  

Marion 
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Parish Council News 

 

 

 

This is a short summary from the Parish Council this month as we didn't 
hold our regular meeting in January, but have a few important updates to 
share.  Everyone's resilience and resourcefulness continue to be seriously 
tested, but we are meeting 2021 with a positive mindset and faith that kind-
ness will prevail to support the community through the next few weeks. 

Lockdown 3.0 

We know that this lockdown will be harder for many due to reduced daylight 
and dropping temperatures.  As Rev Saxon mentions, there is a willing net-
work of volunteers in Debden, so please do reach out if you require any as-
sistance or would just like a friendly chat.  Please contact John or Cllr Dig-
gins .Rev Saxon: 541619 debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com: Cllr Diggins: 
541270 cdiggins@debden.org 

Staying Safe 

There is much hope with the arrival of several vaccines, but unfortunately 
there are always those that seek to undermine wellbeing and safety.  We 
are aware of several vaccine scams.  Please remember: 

1. COVID-19 vaccines are free 

2. The NHS will never arrive at your home unannounced to administer the 
vaccine 

They will never ask for bank or card details, including passwords or PINs to 
confirm your identity  

Playground 

Please note that the mound in the playground is currently out of bounds 
while it is being repaired.  

Smiths Green 

The Council is liaising with officers at UDC, District Councillor Luck, and 
Essex County Council Highways regarding the parking in this part of the 
village, and will report further as soon as possible.. 

Questions to the Parish Council 

If you have a question, or need clarification on a subject, you are welcome 
to contact the clerk or any parish councillor by email or letter. Contact details 
are in the back of the Pump and on debden.org/councillors/. Meetings are 
held on the first Wednesday of the month, and you are encouraged to at-
tend. 

mailto:debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com
mailto:cdiggins@debden.org
http://debden.org/councillors/
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If you have a question that you would like answered on an agenda item then 
it must be sent in at least 24 hours before the meeting to allow the council 
time to give the matter due consideration. If it is not an agenda item then 
questions will be responded to after the meeting or discussed at the next 
meeting the following month. (Due to publication timelines questions raised 
in the Parish Pump on PC matters may not receive a response). 

 

Please stay safe and look out for your neighbours over the coming weeks.  

COVID1 9; Community testing: Get a test if you have no 
symptoms 

Uttlesford District Council is supporting testing capacity 
in the area by handing out swab testing (PCR) kits from 

Wednesday 13 January 2021. 

Community testing helps prevent and reduce transmission in the communi-
ty by giving people who do not have symptoms an opportunity to be tested. 
Around 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus have no symptoms so could be 
spreading the virus without knowing. This testing is designed to identify 
these people and make sure they self-isolate. Community testing means 
anyone can get a test and play their part in keeping others safe. 
  

Who is eligible for community testing? 

Anyone without symptoms can pick up a free test for themselves or people 
in their immediate family/support bubble. They are particularly targeted at 
key workers, those who have informal caring roles and those who cannot 
work from home, although no-one will be prevented from taking a test. You 
should only collect one test each for yourself, and/or members of your im-
mediate family. 
  

Testing sites 

Tests can be collected and dropped off Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
from: 

• Turpin's Indoor Bowling Club, Peaslands Road, Saffron Walden 
CB11 3EG  
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• Rowena Davey Centre, Chequers Lane, Dunmow CM6 1EQ  

PCR sites are being set up in every district/borough in Essex, although Ut-
tlesford is the only district with two sites. 

You do not need to book an appointment, just turn up during the 
opening times. 

The district council has set these sites up with very short notice and open-
ing hours are initially in line with availability of staff.  The council hopes to 
extend the opening hours should demand and test kit availability per-
mit.People are reminded that they must stick to social distancing rules and 
wear a mask while on site. 

PCR tests 

The test involves a swab from the nose and mouth, which is done by you at 
home (not on site). You will then need to drop it back off at the test centre 
via the drop-box. No physical interaction will be required when dropping off 
the test. Please follow the instructions within the test kit on how to register 
your test online and how to package it once the test is done. Anyone who 
does not register will not receive their test results. 

For those without internet access, a carer or support bubble member can 
register on their behalf, visit a testing centre or call NHS 111 to discuss 
what options are available to them. 
Please do not attend site if you have any coronavirus symptoms or have 
been asked to isolate. If this is the case, refer to the NHS advice on what to 
do if you have symptoms. Community testing is just one of the way people 
can obtain a test. Community testing is being led by the Department of 
Health and Social Care and we are working with them and Essex County 
Council on arranging testing elsewhere in our district too. 

Getting your results 

The tests are PCR tests, which need to be sent away to a laboratory for 
analysis. You should get the results 2 days after the home test sample is 
collected, although this could take up to 5 days. Results will be sent by 
email and text to the number you provided when you registered for the test 
online. You should not have a test if you have previously tested positive via 
a PCR test in the last 12 weeks, as this can give a false result. 

It is likely that there will be further changes to the testing programme as the 
government scales up its testing regime. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
VISIT THE UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL WEBSITE. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care
https://www.essex.gov.uk/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/
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New Village Hall Latest - Official 

This is an update by the New Hall and Pavilion Project Team (Village Hall 
Trust, Debden Parish Council, Recreation Ground Trust and New Village 
Hall Group) 

 
The Project Team continues to work hard to complete the project. In the 
latest developments: 
 

• Plans for the new pavilion, which will adjoin the new hall, are current-
ly under review. The aim is to reduce the size and the cost, making it 
easier for the parish council to fund and manage the new building, a 
pre-requisite to demolition of the existing pavilion to make way for 
the new hall. Revised plans will be submitted to UDC shortly 
 

• Tenders for construction of the new hall will be issued to a short-list 
of contractors shortly 
 

• Funding for over half the estimated cost of the new hall is in place 
and the Village Hall Trust continues to actively fund-raise, targeting 
larger potential donors now that planning permission has been grant-
ed. The Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust grant remains with the 
VHT. The government loan facility (PWLB) would provide a back-up 
only in the event of a funding shortfall 
 

• The extent of the latest coronavirus lockdown continues to impact 
the project. Delay to the planning process caused by Covid was the 
principal cause of delays to the project. Suppliers to the project have 
been affected by staff absences, and uncertainty continues about 
the pandemic’s effect on the construction industry 
 

• The plan to build the new hall on the site of the present pavilion re-
mains the only one supported by the Project Team. This is in accord-
ance with the mediation agreement with the MoD which, at the sug-
gestion of representatives of the previous Parish Council and Recre-
ation Ground Trust, moved the new hall from the position agreed, 
after a three-year village consultation, to land occupied by the exist-
ing pavilion 
 

A further update will appear in the March edition of the Parish Pump.  

 

Mike Fairchild 
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Mother’s Maintenance 

Many of us take greater care of our cars than we do our moth-
ers, and yet we only expect cars to last several years, while we 
expect our mothers to last a lifetime. 

Maybe we need a maintenance manual for our amazing moth-
ers, particularly in these most stressful of times? So Here are 
some items which might be included in such a manual: 

Engine: A mother’s engine is one of the most dependable kind 
you can find. She can reach top speed from a prone position 
at a single cry from a sleeping child. But regular breaks are 
needed to keep up that peak performance. Mothers need a hot 
bath and a nap every 10miles, a baby-sitter and a night our 
every 100 miles, and a holiday every 1000 miles. 

Battery: Mother’s batteries should be recharged regularly. 
Hand made items, unexpected hugs and kisses, and frequent 
“I love you” will do very well for a recharge. 

Carburettor: When a mother’s carburettor floods it should be 
treated immediately with Kleenex and a soft shoulder. 

Brakes: See that she uses her brakes to slow down often, and 
come to a full stop regularly (an increasingly  high pitched 
sound usually indicates the need for a rest) 

Fuel: Most mothers can run indefinitely on coffee, leftovers 
and salads. However, an occasional dinner for two at a nice 
restaurant will be very definitely appreciated. 

Tune-ups: Mothers need regular tune-ups. Compliments are 
both the cheapest and most effective way, but if in doubt, offer 
a large gin and tonic. 

If these instructions are followed consistently, this fantastic 
creation that is called   “mother” should last a lifetime,  and 
continue to give the support and constant love to those who 
need her most. 

 



9 

Debden Parish Pump  February 2021 

 



Debden Parish Pump  February 2021 

10 

 
DEBDEN LOCAL HISTORY RECORDERS GROUP 

 2021 CENSUS 
The Group have received a request from the Office for National Statistics 
in Essex to publicise the fact that the next Census will take place in March 
2021 in order to increase awareness in the project and to encourage as 
many people as possible to participate in it. 
 

Information contained in the Censuses since 1841 has been invaluable 
for our research on the history of our village and its people, and we are 
grateful for the interesting notes we have received about the process and 
which we are pleased to include in this article .Everyone with an interest 
in family history appreciates the value of census information but the cen-
sus plays a much wider role in our everyday lives - often without us ever 
realising it. 

The information from the census is used to plan and allocate funding for 
services such as school places, GP surgeries, housing, care provision 
and transport links.  

The concept of a census has been around for millennia. The first known 
censuses were taken by the Babylonians nearly 6,000 years ago. In 
2,500BC, the Egyptians conducted a census to assess the labour force 
available to plan and build the pyramids, and the Romans carried out a 
census every 5 years which required each man to return to his place of 
origin to be registered - such a census decree by Caesar Augustus took 
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem.  

In England, William the Conqueror conducted the first census which histo-
ry records as the Domesday Book of 1086. The next official census of 
England and Wales was not until 1801, carried out partly to ascertain the 
number of men able to fight in the Napoleonic Wars.  

The General Register Office (GRO) and the post of Registrar General 
were set up by the Births and Registrations Act of 1836 but birth registra-
tion did not become compulsory in England and Wales until 1875. 

The census of England and Wales has been carried out every 10 years 
since 1801 with the exception of 1941 when a mini-census was carried 
out on 29th September 1939 so that everyone could be issued with a Na-
tional Identity Card.The 1911 census was the first to use punch cards with 
mechanised sorting and counting machines; and in 1961, electronic com-
puters were used to process the data,  although the production of statis-
tics from these computers took 5 ½ years!  

The Census Act of 1920 made completion of the census compulsory and 
this legislation is still in force today.  
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Over the years, the structure and questions in the census have evolved 
to reflect the changing nature of society. The 1871 census added the cat-
egories of “lunatic” and “imbecile” to the “list of the infirm” and 1911 in-
cluded questions about marriage and fertility due to the falling birth rate 
since 1870. 

Before the 1951 census, women were asked to be more honest about 
their age although many women felt that questions relating to their age 
were too personal. 

A question about income was tested in 1968/9 but not included in the 
1971 census as the tests showed that the accuracy of responses was 
questionable. There is still no income question in the census question-
naire. 

From 1951 until 1991, households were asked if they had an outside toi-
let and the reference to “housewife” in the 1971 and 1981 censuses was 
replaced by “looking after home or family” in the 1990s.1991 also saw the 
introduction of questions about ethnicity. For the first time since 1851, 
information about religious belief was collected in 2001, leading to a cam-
paign for the Jedi religion with 390,000 adopting this belief on the census. 
By 2011, the number of Jedi followers had fallen to 176,632 although 
“Jedi” was still the UK’s 7th most popular “religion”. 

In 2011, new questions were introduced about civil partnerships. Addi-
tional questions have also been added to the 2021 census: one about 
previous service in HM Armed Forces (to support organisations in ful-
filling their obligations under the Armed Forces Covenant) and voluntary 
questions about sexual identity and gender. The census of 1801 recorded 
the population as being 9 million and this had risen to 63.2 million by 
2011.  

The 2021 census will be new “first” in that everyone will be encouraged to 
complete it online. This will enable statistics to be collated and published 
within a year. Paper questionnaires will still be available to those who 
need them.  All census data is kept safe, confidential, secure and private. 
No-one has access to any personal information until it is released after 
100 years for historical and research purposes.   

So make sure that you complete your census form. Please encour-

age your family, friends and neighbours to do likewise.  

For more information go to: www.census.gov.uk or follow Census 2021 
on social media @census2021 or #census2021 

 

Elisabeth Blackie 

http://www.census.gov.uk
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Letters  

You must be the change you wish to see in the village* 

After sitting by and watching the ongoing Village Hall fiasco, I am moved to 
put pen to paper, in the hope it will shine a light and get us some answers, 
reasons and clarity. Reading with interest that it has taken 20 years to raise 
more than 50%, now with the withdrawal of the M.O.D. grant, less than 
50% of the estimated cost. Have we lost it? A report in the local paper says 
we have, a rumour that we haven't. I can not see the sense in adding to this 
expense by demolishing and rebuilding the Pavilion. The cost of course is to 
be met by the PC, not the NVHG, but still more money to be found. At the 
February 2020 PC meeting we were told it was known that the grant was 
"time sensitive" as early as November 2019, although I was told differently 
later, so why wait until March before the consultations? Surely not a scare 
tactic to get us to vote yes to the loan because time was short. If these 
were held earlier there would have been more time to resolve any problems, 
but this is just wishful thinking on my part. As for the loss of the grant, 
BOTH sides are to blame, one side for their obstacles valid or not?, never 
being informed exactly what the objections were, the other for their arro-
gance, and intransigence. Everyone keeps everyone else in the dark, espe-
cially the general public, confirmed by speaking to other people.   

Plans are underway to reduce the size and cost of a new Pavilion. A large 
facility "isn't required in a village as small as Debden", then why a large vil-
lage hall? The answer is, of course, to future proof against an expected larg-
er village population - then why not  a large Pavilion for the same reason? 
Why was the Pavilion closed anyway?. 

The PC stated they put aside £25000 for initial costs, but reading the Aviva 
web site this is now £20000, the missing £5000 can be explained. The Pavil-
ion will NOT, as rightly stated, cost £355000. If, as the web site says, we 
can make savings of £100000 the cost will only be £25000. £250000 
+£100000 =£350000 so DRCG has got it wrong. This may also account for 
the missing £5000. 

Now we are being told there is only 12 to 18 months of life left in the old 
hall. Is this an opinion or is there evidence to support this claim?. If, or 
when, the old village hall is demolished, we were assured by the PC that the 
P.O. and shop could continue as a stand alone building, why then do they 
have to close if the old hall itself closes?. Scare tactic, threat? Does the con-
demning of one building necessarily mean the condemning of the other?   

Not that the PC, VHT or whoever seems very eager for the shop to reopen. 
Is this because the Community Post Mistress will not sign a detrimental lease 
between her and a non existent entity ie. the village shop?. A lease that 
could see her evicted with only four weeks notice, potentially losing "the 
very center of our community". Maybe nobody wants a stand alone building, 
because it doesn't fit in with the plans for the "regeneration of the area", a 
term I heard used at one of the consultations. Am I living in an inner city 
slum? 
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Stuart Walsh talks about the arrogance of other people. There are two 
projects with planning permission, although we are told one is not viable, 
some would disagree, more questions, is it, isn't it, and why? The PC and 
NVHG have decided which will be built, is this not arrogance?. 

After last year, when we saw heartwarming stories of communities coming 
together to help one another it is a shame, or should I say we should be 
ashamed that the Debden community, I use the term loosely, could not 
come together and resolve any and all issues. Perhaps, as suggested nu-
merous times, we could put both ideas to a public vote in a way that is 
independent and acceptable to both sides. Then work together on what 
the COMMUNITY decides, or this village will end up with nothing, which at 
this moment is what it deserves.    

Lastly, I apologise if I sounded belittling of April Gardner's, and others, 
fund raising effort.  I know she does a great job, as shown in the way she 
raised money and organised the building of the playground. Much appreci-
ated by many in the village and beyond. 

I am not a member of any group, party, faction, sect or anything else. Just 
an individual trying to see through all the "he said she said" male bo-
vine  well you get the idea.... 

Stephen Payton.                *P.S Paraphrased from Gandhi.  

(Please see the Village hall update on page 7 - ed) 

Dear Editors 

In Decembers Parish Pump, you printed a letter by the Chairman of the 
Parish Council, which not only named several individuals, but made a se-
ries of false accusations against them, accusing them of seeing the MOD 
Grant lost and the project fail. This is quite untrue. The aim of the Debden 
Residents’ Community Group has always been to allow the residents of 
Debden and Debden Green to have a more open understanding of im-
portant issues, for example securing a new Village Hall that is affordable 
and in keeping with the village, rather than a massive, modern building 
placing a small village (the residents) in huge debt 

Unfortunately, hidden agendas, subversive activities and a complete lack 
of transparency mean no-one knows what the VHT, PC or RGT are doing. 
Rather than promoting community cohesion and harmony, the village is 
split and not working together for the future of our children, and residents. 
Face book manipulation is compounding these issues. The loss of the 
£236,400 MoD Grant was kept ‘secret’ since October 2020, how can the 
PC or VHT allude to transparency? 

As we enter a New Year, let’s hope that the Parish Councils evasive be-
haviour at meetings and rudeness to the Parishioners is replaced by trans-
parency and dialogue. 

Secretary-DRCG 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

 
Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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District Councillor’s report from Cllr Stewart Luck  

When we look back over the past year,  this one I am sure will stand out in 
everyone’s minds as a period of uncertainty. However, we will get through 
it, and as long as your health is OK you will survive. Survival is not much 
FUN, so let’s work hard to be nice and put a smile on each other’s faces? 

The level of work at UDC has not abated and as soon as the Prime min-
ster announced Tier 5 over the holiday period the UDC officers went into 
action, putting out the new restrictions to the community and making new 
arrangements to keep residents informed, safe and well. It has been a 
mammoth task, made more difficult under the Pandemic system of work-
ing from home. 

We Cllrs have been busy working with our legal team and barristers ready 
to represent our case for refusing the planning application to expand 
Stansted airport at the Public Enquiry. I have just finished listening to resi-
dents speaking at the hearing and the fact they enthusiastically supporting 
the UDC planning committee’s decision put a smile on my face. Let’s hear 
more from Debden please? 

The council voted in January to make another £38,000,000 investment, 
bringing the total investment pot to about £300,000,000. That is already 
making the UDC midterm financial picture look better than predicted. An-
other reason to smile! We don’t intend to add to that pot any more at the 
moment. 

There have been one or two differences of agreement at UDC, such as 
the failure to sign off the internal audit, but that is ongoing and an under-
standing has been reached. 

Closer to home in Debden, I am now informed that the 2018/19 audit re-
port has, after a long delay, become available on the village website. I 
look forward to more open, accountable and democratic governance in the 
future. The MOD grant money is still with the VHT which is its rightful 
place. 

Although not directly affecting residents in the village, the farmers arehav-
ing trouble with trespasser’s and damage being caused to crops. The Es-
sex Rural Crime police have had many callouts to the local area for this 
reason. The situation is ongoing, so please help by reporting incidents but 
do not approach the offender. Keep yourself Safe and dial 999. The Cam-
eras at Rook End/Samson Lane entrance belong to the Green Lane Asso-
ciation, who works closely with ECC and with Essex Police, and are fully 
compliant with Legislation on their use. 
Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk       mobile 07974188395                                           
Uttlesford.gov.uk 

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk


19 

Debden Parish Pump  February 2021 

 
 

The 9th Annual Debden Potato Challenge 

We had 26 competitors in 2020 so why not join them 
this year for the challenge, yet again, to grow more pota-
toes than anyone else, and to be crowned Debden Pota-
to Master, with myriad and sundry peripheral, but won-
derful, benefits? 

On Friday 5th March , 2021 after 7:30pm in the Plough (or suitably social 
distanced in the village hall car park if we are still locked down) you will 
hand over your £5 entry fee and draw your 3 seed potatoes from the sack 
at random. I select a different variety of seed potato each year to ensure 
fairness and ease of judging. If you are isolating then we can deliver the 
potatoes to your door step, so please call to arrange.  

There are no age limits for competitors and you  can prepare your potatoes 
for planting however you wish, but be warned - cutting them is not permit-
ted. Plant your potatoes in a tub or bucket, as appropriate, and in the grow-
ing medium of your choice. Only tub or patio planter grown potatoes will be 
assessed. Flat grow bags or “in the ground” planting is not permitted. The 
judges are ruthless, ruthless and efficient. 

Nurture your potatoes as you wish with fertiliser, nutrients, secret growing 
enhancers (yes Mr Wilson, we are onto you) or talking nicely to them - all is 
permitted. The competition ends on Saturday 24th July 2021 when all 
competitors will be judged by total weight of the greenery, plant and pota-
toes.  

During the judging competitors are invited to provide refreshments for the 
Judges and fellow competitors. It is anticipated that the judging will take 
around 15/20mins at each location. The Judge will lift the plant and record 
the weight of the plant and potatoes. It is anticipated we will return to the 
Plough at about 7pm for the results and awards ceremony, including heavi-
est crop cup, largest single potato and the famous “Mr Potato Head” for the 
smallest crop. 

Competitors, supporters and general bon viveurs are welcome and encour-
aged to join the judging tour. The route, locations and times will be pub-
lished in the June Pump. Entry fee is £5 per 3 spuds. The excess entry 
money, after deduction of the costs and fees, will be awarded to the top 3 
winners of the competition, who I am sure will want to buy their fellow com-
petitors a victory tipple. 

If you need any further information just ask and I will make it up there and 

then. See you on the 5
th
 March for the potato distribution. 

Brad Bamfield brad@bamfield.name 07803133110 

mailto:brad@bamfield.name
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
&  

Stone floors, Upholstery, 
Rugs 

A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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CHRISTINE SIMMONDS 1943 TO 2020 

 

The whole village was shocked and saddened to hear 
of the sudden and tragic loss of Christine Simmonds 
just before Christmas.  

Richard has been touched and humbled by all the 
sympathy cards and kind comments he has received 
and has asked us to pass on his thanks to everyone.  

As a resident of this village for many years, she will 
be sorely missed and a full obituary will be featured in 
due course. 
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COVID RELIEF: PRESS RELEASE FROM THE TANG TING 
TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

The TangTing Twinning Associa-
tion received a request from the 
village  last year from the Head of 
the village  on behalf of all inhabit-
ants of Tang Ting Village request-
ing some financial assistance for 
the village to establish Quarantine 
facilities (to purchase bed, mat-
tress, blankets, Pillows, food etc) 
in the village school for villagers & 
returnees from overseas (Middle 
East, Malaysia & elsewhere) em-
ployment who lost job due to 
Covid-19. 
 
Cases of Covid 19 were  increasing rapidly in Nepal and at the same time 
the Nepalese Government was repatriating Nepalese stranded overseas 
especially pregnant women, sick people, people with underlying health 
conditions and those who lost jobs due to Covid 19.   

 
 
They are required to stay in quarantine 
for 14 days. Local governments were 
converting schools into temporary quar-
antine houses. The Villagers held a 
meeting and asked if the Head, Prakash 
Gurung,  could write on their behalf to 
TTTA  asking if we could provide some 
financial assistance to the village at this 
difficult time.  They needed to establish  
a temporary quarantine place in the vil-
lage school.  
 
Tina Knight, the Joint President with Cllr 
Lachyya Gurung from London, rallied the 

troops and sent a round robin to the other Trustees, as Government guide 
lines meant a formal meeting could not be held.    Unanimous support and 
some generous donations were received and  Ted Browne, a Trustee from 
Wimbish, pulled out all the stops to make sure  funds were sent out imme-
diately,  enabling them to provide much needed shelter and food for those 
returning to the village.  
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 Photographs and a letter have recently been received asking the TTTA to 
express the humble thanks to all the kind people in Debden and Wimbish 
for their generosity.  The situation has been made far worse for the village 
as most of the young men who had to return were the main breadwinners 
for their families.   Hopefully, we will be able to raise further funds when 
lockdown allows us to sell some of the lovely items made by the Nepalese 
to assist in the welfare of the villagers. 
 
For further information please contact info@tangting.org or ring 01799 
540881 
 

BAGS TO SCHOOL COLLECTION: February 23rd, 2021 

Debden Primary Academy is organising another fundraising 
Bag2School textiles collection on Tuesday February 23rd.  

Have a sort through your cupboards and wardrobes and donate un-
wanted textiles, including adults’ and chil-
dren’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), 
hats, belts, handbags, soft toys, curtains and 
towels (please refer to https://
bag2school.com/what-we-collect for a full 
list). Bags can be dropped off outside the 
front of the school under the red gazebo on 
Monday 22nd and need to be there by 9am 
on the day of the collection.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

mailto:info@tangting.org
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect?fbclid=IwAR0X85kqrrkSWM1z1UgpPBFuF2jwLI9Ek3kVY54CQzU-xRJDgATsso-V0-w
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect?fbclid=IwAR0X85kqrrkSWM1z1UgpPBFuF2jwLI9Ek3kVY54CQzU-xRJDgATsso-V0-w
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The ‘State' of Debden – Democracy or Dictatorship : From Ian Carter 

Do you believe those in public service should be open/ honest and act with 
integrity/ selflessness ? Elected officials eg district, county and parish coun-
cillors work for all of us and are accountable. Complying with legislation, 
codes of conduct and the Nolan Principles of Public Life are essential to de-
velop trust and confidence of communities. An increasing number of Debden 
residents are becoming concerned at the lack of due regard to courtesy and 
transparency shown by our Parish Council and voices are being silenced. 
Reasonable questions go unanswered, individuals are not allowed to speak/ 
are ‘muted’ at virtual meetings, meeting minutes do not include relevant in-
formation. Democracy is about listening to the views of all, we should all 
have a voice as the decisions being made affect our lives and household 
finances. Before the December Parish Council meeting, I emailed a 
‘reasonable question’ to the Parish Clerk, asking in light of the MoD grant 
being withdrawn (confirmed by Uttlesford District Council) whether the Par-
ish Council would continue with the PWLB £400,000 loan application (that 
we will all pay back) as part of the consultation asking residents to agree to 
the loan suggested it would help ensure the Grant of £236,400 was not lost, 
not to mention the huge gap created in available funding by the loss. At the 
meeting the Clerk stated an email was received, the Chair said if it’s the one 
from Mr Carter I have replied and the Clerk was then ‘muted’ for the rest of 
the meeting. My question was not answered. Several days later I received 
a response from the PC saying my question was vexatious and would not 
receive a response !  We all have a right to know the answer, as we will all 
pay for this loan with increased Council Tax. There will likely be a general 
increase and increase for policing this year also. 

At a previous PC meeting a Parish Councillor was authorised to buy a covert 
camera  to capture footage on Sampson’s Lane, also suggesting it could be 
used elsewhere to record dog fouling. I have some experience of surveil-
lance and wrote to the Councillor pointing out the potential pitfalls explaining 
the planned camera deployment/ image capture (and audio ?) in public plac-
es did not comply with Surveillance Commissioner Guidance (eg hidden 
camera(s) with no signage, no written surveillance authority). This resulted 
in the minutes being changed and the Councillor stating he would buy it him-
self/ operate it ‘privately’. At the December meeting he gave a lengthy up-
date on the agenda about the success of the camera deployments (in his 
capacity as a Parish Councillor). Finding ways around legislation introduced 
to protect the public used to be referred to as the ‘ways and means Act’. 
Such practices harm prosecution cases and erode public trust/ confidence. 
Anyone prosecuted using evidence unlawfully obtained could mount a legal 
challenge. 

I wonder if you are concerned with these examples, I have many others ! 

Letters (continued) 
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A Response: Accusations, inaccuracies and community spirit 

In the letter opposite I am accused of actions that are quite untrue and I wish 
to put the record straight. There is nothing underhand going on. Starting in 
late 2019 there was new impetus from the community put behind the 4x4 
and scramble bike issues that Debden suffers from. The connectivity of indi-
viduals in our parish, individuals in neighbouring parishes, Debden Parish 
Council, neighbouring Parish Councils, the Police, UDC and Essex High-
ways during 2020 has been a tremendous community effort, and this grows 
stronger all of the time. It is a stand out success story from 2020 and one we 
should all be proud of, and I am glad to have played a part in it.  
It is correct that that at the October Parish Council meeting that there was 
an agenda item, tabled by myself: "To discuss a proposal from Cllr Lindsell 
to purchase a wildlife camera to aid the recording of abuse on Public Rights 
of Way". This was approved. The camera was never purchased though and 
that will be clear in the PC accounts. In the days that followed the meeting, I 
was made aware, by an unconnected local Government Official, that the 
council would need to adopt various policies and procedures to operate 
such a device. A little further on Mr Carter also contacted me with concerns. 
I am very grateful for those with career expertise to offer their advice and 
assistance to the Parish Council and I thank him for that.  
At the very next Parish Council meeting (4/11/20) I reported on Byways 
again as lots of things were happening across the district. I opened that up-
date by stating that I had chosen not to purchase the camera with public 
funds and had done so out of my own pocket and was utilising it with the 
permission of a local landowner. That statement, which is very important, 
was not captured in the draft minutes and that facilitated an agreed amend-
ment/addition. All I see here is transparency. There is also an accusation 
that the camera could be used to record dog fouling but I certainly didn't 
make that comment, I don't remember it being said and it isn't minuted. 
I should point out that several such cameras are being utilised across our 
parish, by various individuals and agencies. One was recently spotted on 
the outskirts of Debden, this was not mine. The Police have received count-
less pieces of photographic evidence from the wide community group and 
have successfully prosecuted perpetrators, just as they would with dash-
cam footage. Quite from raising concerns over the images, the Police are 
delighted with the evidence that has been collated. 
The community effort has resulted in winter closures on two byways, a first 
for our parish. Those closures have "broken the chain" in the preferred route 
for off-roaders which has greatly reduced the numbers of vehicles coming to 
play in our area.  
I have in the past also used my platform as a councillor to encourage people 
to engage with the Debdencycle events, which I organise for the benefit of 
the Royal Engineer charity. That does not mean it becomes a council enter-
prise just because I am a councillor. I am a Parish Councillor and one of my 
areas is: Public Rights of Way. I am also an individual living in the communi-
ty.        Cllr Brian Lindsell 
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Debden Church Letter 

 

Dear Friends 

It seems that 2021 is starting very much where 2020 had 
left us – in a state of tight lockdown, socially isolated from many of our fami-
ly and friends and with uncertainties about the future security of our chil-
dren’s education, our economy and, for many of us, our jobs.  Yet, as our 
Prime Minister and other officials have told us, help is coming in the form of 
vaccinations.  By the time you are reading this, many vulnerable groups 
and care/medical professionals will have been immunised.  It is hoped that 
2021 is the year when our social freedoms will be restored along with many 
other norms of behaviour and function in our society.  What do you hope 
for? 

Albeit in a very different way we have just celebrated Christmas and the 
birth of Christ and soon it will be Lent with the journey to Easter and 
Christ’s death and resurrection.  In the bible, we read of God’s love for his 
creation, seen ultimately through the gift of his son Jesus, and hear the 
countless stories of faith in the lives of people who have put their trust in 
that love.  At this time though, it would be very easy to counter with the con-
tinuing gloom of the pandemic and ask ‘Where is this love in the world 
now?’ 

However, for Christians, Jesus is the Hope for our world; a true Light to 
overcome all its darkness.  A Christian life is never promised to be easy 
and trouble free, but it does promise the gift of God’s love, if we but put our 
trust in his son our saviour.  Christian hope is not some vague notion that 
things may get better in the future; it is the word used to describe the faith 
we have that God’s reign of love will finally prevail.  Christian hope is the 
orientation of one’s life towards the faith that trusts love alone will conquer 
the pain, despair and frustration of our daily lives.  A famous passage from 
the bible about love is from the Apostle St Paul, 1 Corinthians 13.  He ends 
this passage with ‘And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love.’ 

So, what do you hope for?  Along with many in 2021, it will no doubt be for 
successful immunisations, a suppression of the virus and a return to a bet-
ter kind of normality.  However this year plays out, may you and I know the 
certain hope that love will prevail and live lives in faith and trust for this. 

With all good wishes for 2021 

 

Revd John Saxon 
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

The start of each new year is often associated with predictions for 
the year ahead; after last year who would dare predict what will 
happen in 2021!  

Even the most famous geniuses have got predictions so wrong. Al-
bert Einstein wrote in1932 "There is not the slightest indication that 
nuclear energy will ever be obtainable. It would mean that the atom 
would have to be shattered at will."  We are all amazed at the pace 
that technology races forward, but we don’t know what lies ahead.  

What we can do is commit our lives into the caring hands of a loving 
God.  There is a hymn that expresses well  the confidence we can 
have in the God, who is Alpha and Omega, who knows the begin-
ning from the end! 

 

I know who holds the future , And I know he holds my hand; 
With God things don't just happen ev'rything by Him is planned. 
So as I face tomorrow with its problems large and small, 
I'll trust the God of miracles, Give to Him my all!  

 

For the time being we are continuing to meet by phone conference, 
but trust and pray that as the year moves on we will again be meet-
ing together in person. 

 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale                                                                                                                   
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Sadly there are no meetings at the moment and the church will remain shut 
for the time being until it is safe for us to open. 

 

Handel’s Messiah 

Albert Gunter, one of our regular visiting speakers, recently sent me a 
fascinating insight into this wonderful piece of music. 

One of the traditions of the Christmas season is the performance of Handel’s 
Messiah. When Handel wrote this work he had gone from riches to rags. For 
30 years he had entertained Lords and Ladies with his operas. But those 
days seemed long past. Creditors were at his door. He was depressed. He 
could not sleep, and he was plagued by rheumatism. He feared he would 
finish out his days in a London debtors’ prison. But two letters arrived in the 
summer of 1741 that changed everything. 

The first letter was from the Duke of Devonshire inviting him to Dublin, to 
produce a series of benefit concerts “For the relief of the prisoners in the 
several jails, and for the support of Mercer’s Hospital, and of the Charitable 
Infirmary.” 

Later, a second letter arrived from a wealthy, but somewhat eccentric English 
landowner, Charles Jennens. To his amazement, the letter was a compilation 
of Bible passages. He read the words again and again and felt impressed to 
put them to music. The result was “The Messiah”, and of course it became a 
phenomenal success.  

When Handel died, now wealthy from his success, he left the score of the 
Messiah to a public Hospital where it supported the care of the poor and the 
sick.  

Charles Burney, 18th century music historian, remarked that Handel’s 
Messiah “fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and fostered the orphan.” 
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LETTERS 

Dear Editors 

 I write in response to the leading article on page 4  in the December edi-
tion of the Pump by the PC Chairman Stuart Walsh, and can only congrat-
ulate him on the article and the job  that he has done to date, that is along 
with the other incredibly  hard working  members of the PC. These people 
stood for election and were voted in by a majority (yes that is a majority of 
the residents in Debden !) and since being elected they have all worked 
amazingly hard, and given up so much of their own leisure time, in an ef-
fort to get us (that is the majority of Debden !) in addition to  all of their 
other PC duties, a  “ New Village Hall” . Yet despite this there is a minority 
group with selective membership, Debden’s  Interfering Residents Group 
( DiRGe) that is delaying the  project . 

And by delaying the project, as they have done for quite some considera-
ble time, either in their individual capacities or as a group, that means that 
the budget for the Hall/pavilion  increases by the day, which they 
are  effectively complaining about! And by their delaying/
interfering  tactics/actions  will we most probably  lose the MOD Grant and 
if that  happens, are the members of  DiRGe  prepared to stump up their 
own money  to make up for the loss/shortfall? ??  Also ,we  are going to 
miss the Golden opportunity of having the Hall constructed  during 
the Covid Lockdown restriction times when the Current hall /Sports facili-
ties are deemed  to be  out of  public use.  Let the Parish Council get on 
and do the job that the majority of residents voted for them to do! 

M Green, Local resident 

 Debden’s new Postman! 

As promised, an introduction to our new 
postman, Gary.. 

He is from, and lives in, Thaxted with his 
family has been with the Royal Mail for  20 
years. He enjoys walking and training his 
young spaniel badger, and in other spare 
time he is out on his motorcycle . He is 
enjoying his round in Debden and meeting 
the residents.  He said I’m the best post 

mistress he has ever worked with  lol... 
(He did actually ask me to put that in)!! He 
too is a cheer and a joy to work with . 

Thanks  

Karen Alexander. 
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We are currently closed  

due to the 

 COVID 19 Pandemic 

 

 

 

Please visit our Facebook page to see up-to-date 
information about our opening hours, services & 

menu (Facebook account not required to view our 
page!) 

 

01799 541899 
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden 
All types of PC support work undertaken 

• Problem solving 

• Broadband & Wireless 

• New system installation 

• Data recovery 

• Advice on new PC purchase 

• Tutoring 

• Home networking 

• Repairs & Upgrades 

We come to you! 
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others 

01799 520514  
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk                     
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk 

A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 
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That’s some vegetable patch! 

Peter and Anne Graves’ house looks as though it’s sinking under a moun-
tain of sugar beet. The explanation is more straightforward. They ran out of 
space at Smiths Green Farm to store their winter crop. Just before Christ-
mas it had filled one huge barn and most of their yard. So, there was little 

choice but the front lawn!  That’s an area of grass where their son Samu-
el’s sheep sometimes graze.   
 
Because of wet weather, this year Peter has had to lift his crop whenever 
he could, which accounted for the sugar beet ‘mountain’. Now the battle is 
on to complete lifting and get the entire crop to the factory before it closes 
in mid-February, with the result that Peter and his family are sometimes 
out in the fields when most of us are still asleep.  
 
Says Peter, with tongue in cheek, “With the sugar beet in front of my house 
gone and nature taking its course, I’m hoping to win the prize for the most 
improved lawn in Debden.” 
 
Mike Fairchild 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Hypnotherapy and Weight Loss…  If you’re thinking about 

weight loss, maybe it’s time to think differently…. 

It’s that time of year again.  We’ve all eaten too much and with resolu-

tion strong, we embark on our new healthy eating plan. “This time it is 

going to be different” we tell ourselves.  “This time I am going to 

reach my goals and I’m never going to be this heavy and unhealthy 

again”.  Then life throws us a curve ball or two and before we know it 

we have returned to our old ways.  We all know how hard it can be to 

lose weight and keep it off, but specialised hypnotherapy can make 

all the difference, enabling life style changes that can last a life time. 

Surrounded by centuries of unjustified mystique, hypnotherapy is ac-

tually just a way of pleasantly relaxing the conscious mind so we can 

access the subconscious mind and challenge the unconscious mes-

sages we hold there that influence our behaviour without us even 

knowing it.   We acquire and store messages in our subconscious 

from the moment we are born, maybe even before.   Some of those 

messages are beneficial to us and protect us from harm.  For exam-

ple, we instinctively know that if we touch a flame, we will get burnt.  

Some of the messages we receive can work against us.  For exam-

ple, eating the cake will bring me comfort or not eating that cake 

would be wasteful.   

Weight loss hypnotherapy can literally change the way we think and 

feel about food and exercise and thus can bring to an end that famil-

iar boom / bust diet cycle.  There is no voodoo and no magic.  Every-

one experiences hypnotherapy differently.  Some enter a deep sleep, 

others remain very aware.  Everyone  has total control of the process 

and can stop it at any time.  Nobody can be made to do anything that 

they don’t want to do.  With the threat of Covid, it has never been 

more important to be fit and healthy.  With 5 years-experience as a 

weight loss coach and a fully accredited hypnotherapist, I offer a 

range of weight management services from my new Debden practice 

as well as hypnotherapy for other issues such as anxiety, self-esteem 

and giving up smoking.  Whether you chose a one to one course of 

hypnotherapy, a socially distanced group session or even a hypno-

gastric band, you can be assured of a confidential, empathetic, judge-

ment free, professional service in a welcoming environment.  Call me 

for a no obligation chat (Joanna Ranson 07788614880) or visit my 

website to find out more www.whyweighthypnotherapy.com.  What 

have you got to lose?  What have you got to gain? 

http://www.whyweighthypnotherapy.com
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Big Thanks to Hilary Davey and Nina 
Manser 

Christmas 2020 was certainly one that will be 
remembered for a long time - for all the wrong 
reasons. Tier 4 restrictions meant that we 
couldn't celebrate with all our family and 
friends as usual, and no Christmas morning 
tipple or Boxing day brunch in the Plough with 
our Debden friends and neighbours.  All thanks 
to Covid 19. 

However, massive thanks must go out to Hilary 
Davey and Nina Manser who ensured that 
those of us who had to spend Christmas Day alone were treated to the 
most scrumptious Christmas dinner with all the trimmings. As well as a 
lovely turkey meal there was a dessert of either sherry trifle or lemon 
posset and mince pies - which I had to leave for Boxing day as there 
just wasn't room to squeeze them in after dinner ! 

So how did this all come about? Following the notice in the December 
pump about the meal, Hilary received several messages offering help, 
either by providing food or delivering.  Potatoes and onions were donat-
ed by Jean Carter and  Ann Bannister made the mince pies.  Both Hila-
ry and Nina cooked the main meals and made the desserts whilst Ar-
thur Davey and Roger Manser were the chauffeurs, delivering the 
meals around the village. On behalf of myself and everyone else who, 
for one reason or another had to spend Christmas alone, a massive 
thanks to all of you it really was much appreciated. I for one would not 
have bothered cooking for myself and certainly not a full turkey dinner. 
Here's hoping a return to a much more normal life is not too far away. 

Jane Langham  

This year has been difficult for all of us and we under-
stand that new regulations may affect your mental health. 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available, please see Livewell's mental 
health resources here: https://
www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-
well-being/ 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 
 

Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 
 

County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665 
swalsh@debden.org 
(Chairman, Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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