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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

Following our comments in last month’s edition, I have received a letter this 
month reminding us that  our magazine exists to reflect the “life and news 
of Debden” and that the issue of the village hall is the “biggest news in the 
last 40 years“  Both of these statements are true, however, to get things 
into perspective, the village hall is not the ONLY thing to be happening in 
the village, and to be fair, comments for and against it have filled many 
pages of this magazine more recently, but also for the last 20 years or so in 
the protracted efforts of successive Parish Councils to get it built.  After all 
that, it appears that a consensus still cannot be agreed, but we seem to 
have reached a stage where, in our view, the accusatory nature of contri-
butions, from all sides, have become disproportionate to other issues, 
news and articles,. 

Instead of this focus, therefore, I would like to point out the plethora of  arti-
cles this month about innovative and exciting activities that are being pro-
posed by our many lovely volunteers? So many challenges and competi-
tions to get involved with  - from growing potatoes,  composing poetry and 
growing sunflowers, to tending your own gardens to provide pictures of 
your efforts, which really do lift everyone’s spirits. 

We are ever hopeful that in the coming month or so that the lockdown situ-
ation will be alleviated, and life may start to return to a semblance of 
“normality”. However, we must not forget the effect the pandemic has had, 
and will continue to have, on the wider community who may be struggling 
with financial, mental or other issues.  Thankfully, help is available for any-
one finding themselves in such a situation and from the repeated remind-
ers we receive from the various authorities,  the offers of help seem to be 
both genuine and readily available.  

In the meantime, with the better weather approaching (hopefully) why not 
take part in the Easter and May Bank holiday activities detailed on the back 
page.?  Easter greetings to all!  

Marion 
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 Flooding plan will bring nature reserve

 
Beavers will soon be at work in Debden 

Debden has agreed to pilot a government-sponsored scheme to control flood-
ing and, at the same time, create a new wetland nature reserve.  

The pilot scheme follows a successful trial by the National Trust on Exmoor 
where beavers were introduced and built a dam for the first time in 400 years, 
reducing flooding and creating a natural wetland rich in biodiversity that in-
cluded migrating birds and kingfishers. The Debden trial has the support of 
Essex Highways following criticism of its failure to clear drains, exacerbating 
the problem of flooding.   

“We’ve tried our best but the drains are permanently blocked by the wrong 
type of leaves,” said Rod Dynovski, head of Highways’ drain management. 
“Now, instead of fighting against nature, we’ve decided to work with it and use 
dams to manage the flow of floodwater, which over time it will create a new 
wetland. Using beavers involves no energy or carbon emissions and benefits 
the natural environment. Debden’s new wetland could attract coachloads of 
visitors.” 

The beavers will be ‘homed’ in Debden’s village pond and then, under the 
guidance of experts from the Wetland Trust, released in watercourses and 
streams around the village including the one that runs under Thaxted Road at 
Smiths Green, all of which add to the risk of flooding. Over time, these 
measures are expected to create a ‘bio-wetland’ occupying an estimated 12 
acres of low-lying land surrounding Rook End Lane. The wetland will be 
known as ‘Debden Naturist Reserve’.  

“Beavers are ecosystem engineers,” said a Wetlands Trust spokesman. “But I 
have to admit that beavers are not particular about where their dam-building 
materials come from. It is not unknown for them to fell trees, and rip up 
shrubs in people’s gardens.” 

When the scheme starts, the organisers have asked that during heavy rain, 
drivers are on the look-out for beavers which may not be able to distinguish 
between streams and Debden’s flooded roads. Highways will erect “Beavers 
at Work” notices if dams are built across roads. 
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Poetry Competition 

COMPETITION IS FIERCE! MORE ENTRIES FROM 
THE UNDER 11 AND 11-18 CATEGORY REQUIRED!! 

Are you a Poet but didn't know it? 
Well here's your chance to find out by entering our very 

first Poetry Competition! 

Poetry helps us to reflect on what is happening in the present time 
and also to imagine the possibilities of a different world to come, 
so we thought it would be a great opportunity for residents to sub-
mit poems about lockdown and beyond,  to mark this period in his-
tory. Any form of poetry is welcome, from limericks to sonnets. Sur-
prise and delight us! All poems should be original work, previously 
unpublished, no more than 20 lines in length and have a title. One 
entry per entrant. 

The competition is open to local residents of all ages.  Entries will 
be considered in the following three categories: Under 11, 11-18 
and over 18s. A winner and runner-up will be selected in each cat-
egory. Entries will be considered by a judging panel and their deci-
sion is final. Winning entries will be published in the May edition of 
the Pump.   
 
£20 Harts book token for the winner of each category. Prizes 
have been kindly donated by a village resident. 

The first beavers will be introduced to the village pond on Thursday morn-
ing, 1 April.  Residents, especially children, are asked not to approach the 
animals until they become accustomed to their new habitat. 

 
Iben Hadd, environment volunteer  

 

The Parish Pump AGM  

will be held on April 26th at 8pm by Zoom, or in the Church new room if 
the present restrictions are lifted.  
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Parish Council News 

Elections, May 6
th

 

Thursday 6
th
 May in Debden there will be elections for: 

• A County Councillor; 

• A Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner; and  

• A Parish Councillor to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Stuart Walsh.  Election notices were posted on 19

th
 March.  Nomi-

nation papers to be submitted to UDC by 4.00pm on 8th April.  All 
registrations to vote have to be sent to UDC by 19

th
 April. Normal 

process for postal and proxy votes. The polling station at the vil-
lage hall will be open from 7.00am – 10.00pm on 6

th
 May. See 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-
approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19/the-
governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-
covid-19 for details of safe campaigning.  

 

20 mile per hour speed limit through the centre of the village 

With a view to reducing the speed of traffic through the village to im-
prove the safety for vehicles and pedestrians, we would like to know 
whether residents would support the introduction of a 20mph speed limit 
through the centre of the village.  The PC will put a poll on the Residents 
Facebook page, but if you do not have access to Facebook, please send 
your view to the Parish clerk, pcclerk@debden.org 01799 540587 
 

Annual Council Meeting and Annual Parish Assembly 

The Annual Council Meeting will be held Wednesday 12
th
 May 8pm by 

Zoom.  A date for the Annual Assembly will be fixed as soon as confir-
mation is received on the removal of restrictions.  

 

New Village Hall and Pavilion Project Team 

A new village hall and pavilion project group was formed last August to 
bring together the two projects and encourage liaison between all parties 
on the overall project. The group includes additional members with tech-
nical expertise to help deliver the project. The PC is taking a leading role 
in this group and will continue to be involved given the amount of public 
investment in the overall project.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19/the-governments-approach-to-elections-and-referendums-during-covid-19
mailto:pcclerk@debden.org
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Pavilion update 

With the agreement of Sport England and the Football Association, we 
now have a revised plan for the pavilion.  We are pleased to report that 
the estimated cost for the revised pavilion design is £155,000. The build-
ing will be a timber framed construction built upon a new, traditional 
foundation. A quote from a specialist pavilion provider of such buildings 
has been obtained who would manufacture and construct the shell in its 
entirety. Improvements to the design have been made which will now 
allow for disabled and standard toilet facilities to be directly accessible 
from the outside of the building- which will (subject to controls and secu-
rity) be able to be used for events on the recreation ground even when 
the main pavilion is not open. The next stage of the diligence process 
will be to visit some of their previous projects and gain references. We 
will report back once this has been undertaken. 

The PC has £25,000 reserved for this project and once the revised plan-
ning application is submitted and approved we will be in a position to 
apply for grants. Allowances have been made for specialist trades to 
complete the internal fit out through specialist contractors, but there may 
be the opportunity to reduce costs further with a community approach to 
the internal fitting out. 

(See also full update on page 18 Ed) 

 

Solar farm 

A report from the meeting attended by councillors on the proposals to 
establish a solar farm at Cutlers Green can be found on debden.org/
councillors, the DPC Facebook page, or can be requested from the 
clerk.  A consultation is being carried out with the people who would be 
affected at Cutlers Green and Debden Green and another consultation 
with the wider community will follow.  

 

Footpath Working Group 

The Parish Council footpath working group will be starting up again in 
the near future. We'll be working hand in hand with ECC Highways to 
carry out essential maintenance and repairs to the local network. What 
we need are volunteers and ideally volunteers who are First Aid trained. 
We’d also like to hear from anyone who could just volunteer in a first aid 
capacity without getting involved in maintenance work.  First aid training 
is available for those interested.Please contact Cllr Lindsell if you are 
interested or would like to know more: blindsell@debden.org 
or 01799 542569 
 

mailto:blindsell@debden.org
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Local Plan Consultation 

The local plan consultation remains open until 21 April 2021 and details can 
be found at: https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/Consultation-and-the-Community
-Stakeholder-Forum 

Planning applications 

UTT/21/0377/FUL The Old Bakehouse, Debden Green 
Proposed conversion of existing granary to one dwelling 
No comments 
 
UTT/21/0470/CLE Sibbards Farm, Debden Green 
Single storey garage not exceeding 4 metres in height, located next to Sib-
bards Farm 
No comments 

SPRING CLEAN IMPROVES ROAD SAFETY 
 
The Committee of the Debden Residents’ Community Group wish to thank 
members of the group who have been cleaning all the road signs from 
Debden Green right up to Purton End, Elder Street, Newport Road and the 
Fox Crossroads. Some signs were so green with algae their visibility was 
seriously reduced. 
 
Our willing helper is also writing to Essex Highways to request a supply of 
new mounting brackets where some of the signs are broken and could not 
be repaired. 
 
Other members have been quietly contributing to our community by litter 
picking in several areas. 
 
If there are others in the village who wish to get involved or want to join our 
group to do more  please contact us: secretary@drcg.uk 

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly 
and kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/Consultation-and-the-Community-Stakeholder-Forum
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/Consultation-and-the-Community-Stakeholder-Forum
mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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Off the starting blocks 

In these unprecedented times personnel from Carver Barracks have contin-
ued to operate throughout the pandemic with some deployed overseas, 
some undertaking essential training and others providing Military Aid to the 
Civil Authorities (COVID-19 testing). 

It was really pleasing that on Thursday 25
th
 Feb 2021 we saw KIER and 

military personnel raise a flag at Carver Barracks to announce the arrival of 
the contractors that have been appointed to deliver the much anticipated 
£1.25 million 8 lane, floodlit sports facility. The project has been financial 
supported by; the Military Community Covenant, Uttlesford District Council, 
Royal Engineers Association, Army Welfare and income generation. 

It was very disappointing to have had the rugby pitch moved and ground 
clearance works started only to have the brakes put on. There were a num-
ber of reasons for this, some of which were out of the barrack’s control. The 
process that is required to be followed by the military is there for a reason 
and ensures that the project being delivered is a quality product and value 
for money.  

The HoE Lt Col M Garcia MBE said “This has been a much-awaited project 
and it is down to the hard work, continued commitment and perseverance of 
those involved that will see this much needed facility completed. The benefit 
for those on site and the wider community cannot be understated”. 
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Captain Tony Dale MBE, who has been involved in the project from its con-
cept 5 years ago, said “This facility will greatly enhance the opportunity for 
our soldiers, schools and local clubs to have access to a sports facility in a 
healthy, competitive environment”.  

A big thank you goes to those in the local community who have given their 
time and experience in supporting this project from the onset. 

The opening will take place later in the year and once finalised, will be publi-
cised.  

Tina Knight 

  

‘PROTECTING THE FORCE, PROTECTING THE NATION’ 

 
 

DEBDEN OPEN GARDENS 2021 
 

You will probably not be surprised to learn that, after much thought, we 
have decided that it will, sadly, not be practicable to hold Open Gardens 
this year.  
 
Although we could open  on the on the proposed weekend of 5/6 June, so-
cial distancing will still be in place and pre-booking with timed entries would 
be necessary to limit numbers in each garden, at any one time, all of which 
would be very complex  to administer.   
 
If we wait until after 21

st
 June, when restrictions will hopefully be lifted, our 

gardens will probably be past their best, particularly if the dry, hot weather 
of the last few years is anything to go by!   
 
So, we will not be organising an Open Gardens weekend in Debden this 
year.  Perhaps 2022 ……  
 

Best wishes and happy gardening 
Tony Vernon & Hilary Davey 
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Redundancy: Help from 
Uttlesford Frontline 

 

Job loss through redundancy confronts more and more of us in these un-
certain times.  And even if it comes as no surprise, its impact cannot be 
underestimated.   More often than not, there will  be severe financial conse-
quences, an inevitable blow to self esteem and of course the million dollar 
question of What Next? Redundancy is an extremely complex issue, and 
while employers have a legal obligation to follow correct procedures it is 
always advisable to make sure you fully understand all the the in's and out's 
of what is happening and are satisfied that your employer is fully compliant 
with the law.  

For instance if you decide to accept an offer of 'suitable alternative employ-
ment' within your organisation, your employer  is obliged to offeryou a four 
week trial period without affecting any of your statutory rights.  And if there 
is a suitable alternative job which is not offered to you, then this could be 
classed as unfair dismissal by an employment tribunal. 

If in doubt or unclear about any aspect of the redundancy procedure, then 
trusted organisations such as Citizens Advice can help.  In addition to em-
ployment issues, it can also advise on the inevitable money problems that 
accompany redundancy and with identifying and applying for available ben-
efits as well as how best to handle debt problems.. 

Finding new employment is a challenge for anyone facing redundancy.  
Today's jobs market is highly competitive and you may feel you lack the 
necessary skills for success. Practical help with job search, CV writing, ap-
plication letters and interview techniques are offered free of charge by    
The Transition Project  in Saffron Walden and the new Employment Sup-
port Scheme from the CVSU (Council for Voluntary Service Uttlesford). 
Their volunteers are trained in negotiating the complexities of the job-
seeking market. 

Details about all these services plus more  information relating to  redun-
dancy are instantly accessible from Frontline.  This is your comprehensive 
online library of local resources  giving you direct access to specialist 
organisations that can provide  help with many of life's problems - in most 
cases with the opportunity to self refer 

In addition Frontline has compiled a comprehensive  7-page fact sheet 
"Preparing for Redundancy" (with full contact details) downloadable free 
of charge. 

Visit www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk 

http://www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk/
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The Strangest of Languages 

We’ll begin with a box, the plural is boxes, 

But the plural of ox is oxen, not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,  

Yet the plural of mouse should never be meece. 

You may see a mouse, or a whole set of mice, 

But the plural of house is houses, not hice. 

If the plural of man is always called men,  

why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen? 

 

If I speak of a foot and you speak of your feet,  

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 

If one is a tooth, and a whole set are teeth, 

Should the plural of booth be called beeth? 

Then, one may be that, and two may be those, 

But the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 

 

Then there’s the masculine pronouns - he his and him, 

But imagine the feminine - she, shis and shim! 

So English (I fancy you all will agree) 

Is a difficult language for many, you see.! 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

 
Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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New Pavilion could become ‘Community Project’ 

The cost of Debden’s new sports pavilion has been significantly reduced 
and could become a ‘community project’ with much of the work carried 
out by local trades people.  The new pavilion is a replacement for the 
existing one that will be demolished to make way for the new village hall. 
This is in accordance with the mediation agreement with the MoD which 
secured the generous grant it made earlier towards the hall.   

The pavilion, which will adjoin the eastern end of the new hall, was origi-
nally estimated to cost more than £350,000 to build and fit out. The cost 
was based on a design to match the external appearance of the new 
village hall and to conform to specifications stipulated by Sport England, 
the regulatory body consulted by Uttlesford District Council’s planners. 

Following discussions with Debden Football Club, other potential users 
and a study of similar sports changing facilities, Debden Parish Council 
were concerned that the original design was too large and elaborate for 
the needs of the village. A revised design is being produced of timber 
frame construction on traditional foundations, smaller in overall size and 
with a modified interior. The latest design has been approved by Sport 
England and the Football Association.  

At the March parish council meeting, Cllr Steph Watson, acting chair-
man, announced that the estimated total cost will be approx.£155,000. 
“This is a significant cost reduction with no loss of facilities. Moreover, a 
timber building will have a more traditional ‘pavilion’ look,” she said. The 
new design includes five showers, a toilet for the disabled and another 
toilet with outside access.  

“Further reductions in cost may be possible if we call on the services of 
builders, electricians, plumbers and decorators in the village to complete 
the fitting out of our new pavilion. This would make it a real community 
project, something we can all work on together,” Cllr Watson added. 
“This would continue in the spirit of the original pavilion, hall and shop 
that were originally built by the village.” 

The pavilion costs will be met from grants and fundraising with £25,000 
set aside by the parish council. Cllr Watson said the grant to be applied 
for from the government’s Public Works Loan Board would only be used 
to underwrite funding for the village hall and not for the pavilion.  

Members of the parish council continue to be part of the project team 
managing the new hall and pavilion project that also comprises the Vil-
lage Hall Trust, Recreation Ground Trust, New Village Hall Group and 
residents with building and project management skills.Once the new 
drawings have been completed, they will be made available to the public 
to view. 

Mike Fairchild, Chairman, New Village Hall Group 
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News from Debden School 

. 

The friends of Debden School are delighted that the recent Bag2school  

textiles collection has raised £138 for school funds. 

 Thank you very much for your support.  

 

 

 

 

INCREASED OPENING HOURS AT 
THE POST OFFICE! 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Alexander, our post mistress 
is pleased to announce that that 
with effect from 1st March, 2021 the 
Post Office opening hours will be 
extended, as shown 

 

 

Monday 08.00  - 12.30 

Tuesday 08.00 - 12.30 

Wednesday 08.00 - 12.30 

Thursday 08.00 - 12.30 

Friday Closed 

Saturday Closed 

Sunday Closed  
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
&  

Stone floors, Upholstery, 
Rugs 

A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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Guilds were an early form of trade association. They became established 
in the Middle Ages by groups of merchants to control standards and pro-
mote their particular craft or skill in the locality in which they operated. 
Some acquired sufficient funds and status to erect their own premises or 
Guildhalls in market towns. These buildings were used for meetings and 
other functions by the guilds. Some were designed to allow markets or 
trade on the ground floor.  

The Hundred Parishes has some wonderful surviving examples of guild-
halls. Thaxted is probably the best known - three storeyed, timber framed 
and jetted, built in the 15th century. Thaxted was an important centre of 
cutlery manufacture and it is believed the cutlers helped to fund the build-
ing we now know as the Guildhall. Its original purpose is uncertain; it may 
have had broader uses as a moot hall or civic meeting place. The build-
ing later became a school and today it is used for parish council and oth-
er meetings and incorporates a small museum of Thaxted’s history. The 
guildhall at Linton was built in 1523 and is now a private house. It was 
once the home of Sir John Kendrew who was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Chemistry in 1962.  

Finchingfield’s 15th-century guildhall stands beside the parish church. In 
the past it was used as almshouses and now the renovated building 
houses a library and excellent museum. The first floor is used in non-
Covid times for courses and is available for private hire. In Church Lane 
Clavering you will find a 15th-century timber-framed and plastered build-
ing. Now a private dwelling, It was built as the guildhall and later served 
as a workhouse and then almshouses.  Ashdon’s former 15th-century 
guildhall, behind the church, also later served as a workhouse before 
becoming a private house. Thaxted and Linton Guild Halls are shown 
below. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary  
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Our roving reporter snapped this suspicious-looking group of men in the 
shadows of the village hall, apparently conducting some kind of deal.  One 
(centre) hid his identity, the others stared brazenly at the camera. Our re-
porter noticed small plastic bags being exchanged for money. Were the 
rumours true then? The ringleader, apparently called ‘Spud’, was over-
heard telling the others what sounded like, “you’ll need to cheat”.  One mut-
tered about “burying the stuff”, another talked about “shooting”. Whatever 
they were up to, these characters were taking the whole thing very serious-
ly. We took the picture and slipped quietly away into the night, wondering 
who, what, why? 

Anon                     (The Pump solves the mystery. See page 37.  Ed )  

 

Mystery activities in Debden? 

  

Debden Gardens 2021 
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Garden Security Advice – Sheds, 
Garages and Objects 

 
Sadly, in current times we have to be extra 
vigilant and consider the protection of items 
in your gardens, sheds and garages. Your 
first line of defence is controlling access, and 
you may consider using good old gravel on paths and drives or round statues 
etc as an audible warning and/or a “Driveway Alert Monitor” (can be found by 
internet search). Sensitively and effectively placed lighting and CCTV may be 
considered to help protect outbuildings, ornaments, and statues but don’t 
forget that motion activated lighting may be triggered by animals and shrubs 
moving in the wind. 
 
If you are installing a new shed try and find a place in view of the house and 
neighbours. The padlock hasp fittings of a shed should be coach-bolted to 
the frame and door, strengthen the fitting area with a metal plate inside and 
out; don’t forget the hinges and ensure they cannot be unscrewed. Cheap 
locks and padlocks are a poor investment; use good quality locks, look for a 
“Close Shackle” padlock or a key operated mortice lock to at least “Sold Se-
cure” Silver or Gold standard. Protect windows with a wire mesh and fit a 
curtain or whitewash the windows to prevent prying eyes.  

For garage doors consider adding locking bolts to both sides of an “up and 
over door”, or a garage door defender in the ground in front of the door. Do 
not forget other doors and windows in the garage and secure them as you 
would in a house. LOCKS ARE A WASTE OF TIME IF YOU DO NOT LOCK 
THEM|! 

When storing larger items like motorcycles, cycles, lawn mowers etc consider 
a fixing set/ground anchor into the concrete floor, a heavy chain and a good 
quality padlock to secure it.  Consider a shed alarm if you do not have one, 
there are shed alarms available that contact you on the phone when activat-
ed such as www.uwatch.co.uk .  

Products that are fit for purpose can found by looking for the "Secured by 
Design" or "Sold Secure" logos, or on their websites 
www.securedbydesign.com or www.soldsecure.com . 

For Statues, ornaments and pots: 

• Drill and secure larger pots and ornaments to a secure surface. 

• Offenders will not want to break valuable containers if they are fitted 
with quality chain/padlock - however they may still opt to lift out the 
plant --this is where the Plant Anchors can help. 

• Make the plant pot heavier with a layer of gravel at the bottom. 

 

http://www.uwatch.co.uk
http://www.securedbydesign.com
http://www.soldsecure.com
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• Some planters/pots can be marked/post-coded /etched carefully with 
a small Hobbyist drill or an indelible pen can work sometimes on the 
base. 

• Hanging baskets can be secured with chains or cable ties BUT there 
is a danger the offender may simply wrench from the fixing point mak-
ing even greater damage. 

• Where possible position statues, ornaments etc in view of the house 
and neighbours. 

• Photograph more unusual ornaments with a scale rule included, and 
where possible ensure these ornaments are in view of a house and 
have good lighting. Consider using a property marking product 

• Only buy plants/ornaments from a reputable source and report any 
suspicions to Police/Trading Standards. 

For further garden security advice see the following webpages:   
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/  
www.securedbydesign.com www.soldsecure.com   

 

Debden Gardens 2021 Photos  
Calling all gardeners and photographers!! 

Following the success of your beautiful photos during last year, 
photographs are now being invited for Debden Gardens 2021 
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be 
published in the Parish Pump.  Now that spring flowers are ap-
pearing, despite the snow and bitterly cold weather, this is the 
perfect time to get snapping again...see the back page for some 
of your February photos. 

Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these 
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gardens. 
So do please keep them coming and send them to my email ad-
dress below.  Thank you all so very much. 

Hilary Davey 

Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com          debdengardens2021 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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Debden Church Letter 

Dear Friends 

Spring is a lovely time of year.  Perhaps this year the 
emerging flowers from the variety of bulbs that have laid 
dormant over winter, the lengthening days and warming 
rays of the sun may seem sweeter than usual after our lockdown year.  I 
suspect many of us have been busy in the gardens again to keep ourselves 
usefully occupied whilst staying at home. 

Of course, Easter is a prominent holiday at this time of the year too.  Not 
least in that it gives two extra bank holiday days for people to get on top of 
their garden preparations.  Looking around in the shops, one may think the 
only symbols of the holiday, often associated with chocolate too, are eggs 
and Easter bunnies.  Both relate to the abundance of new life we see 
emerging in the springtime.  As we begin emerging from the restrictions to 
stay at home to stay safe and protect the NHS we are no doubt looking for-
ward to experiencing life more freely too – to break out from the cocoons of 
our homes into the freedom of social gatherings again. 

Another symbol of new life is of course the Cross – a potent symbol of the 
Easter story familiar to many of us.  A crucifix is the image of Jesus on the 
cross.  An empty cross is though, a reminder that the Easter story does not 
end in death but in new life with the resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus said that 
he came that we may have life in all its fulness, (John chapter 10, verse 10).  
As Christians who follow Jesus, we are not promised an easy life, avoiding 
hardship and illness.  But, as we trust in him, we discover more about our-
selves and a God who loves us in the difficulties we face.  The Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby, speaking about his own personal faith said 
something like this:  In times of trial and hardship we sometimes expect a 
miracle; that is to be lifted out of our circumstances.  However, as Christians 
we discover that it is God who has come to be with us in those difficulties 
and gives us strength to endure and to rise above them. 

You are especially welcome to join us at our Easter Service, 9.15am Sun-
day 4 April or indeed on any other Sunday, where we will be celebrating this 
gift of new life whatever our circumstances.  We are looking forward to being 
in church together again whilst still streaming online.  Also our next Family 
Fun Morning is 24 April, 10am via Zoom.  A small group enjoyed our first 
session so do sign up and join us for this if you have a young family.  Details 
of our activities can be found on our church website and overleaf. 

May you know the joy and peace of our Risen Saviour this Easter. 

Revd John Saxon 
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St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden  

and All Saints Wimbish 

Church Services for April 2021 

In this period of transition out of lockdown, please check our website-
for the latest details of Services, which from Easter Day onwards are 

planned to be in church and online, via Zoom 

 

Zoom meeting ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036 

        
(D) = Debden Church : (W) = Wimbish Church : (Z) = Zoom 

        

Date Day Time Service 

Fri 2 Apr Good Friday 3.00 pm Reflection at the Cross (Z) 

Sun 4 Apr Easter Day 9.15 am Holy Communion (D) 

  Easter Day 9.15 am Holy Communion (W/Z) 

Sun 11 Apr Easter 2 9.15 am Sunday Praise * (D/Z) 

This Service will be followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Sun 18 Apr Easter 3 9.15 am Holy Communion (W/Z) 

Sun 25 Apr Easter 4 9.15 am Holy Communion (D/Z) 

Sun 2 May Easter 5 9.15 am Sunday Praise * (W/Z) 

        
This schedule may be subject to change.: Please refer to our Church web-

site for the most up-to-date information. 

 

www.debdenchurch.org.uk 

* Sunday Praise is a Non-Eucharistic Service, 

with readings, hymns, prayers and responses. 

  

If you have difficulty connecting with our online streaming Services, 

please investigate alternatives from the Saffron Walden website : 

www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org 
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

 

GEORGE WILSON : 1925 - 2021 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of George Wilson, a 
resident of Highfields for 26 years. 

He will be sadly missed by his family and all who knew him. 
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends  

Having clocked up a full year under the 
restrictions brought about by Covid, and 
with the vaccine roll-out moving apace, 
the word hope is often mentioned as we 
all long for more freedom in the coming 
summer months.   

One of the key messages of the Easter 
story is hope, not a vague desire of 
what might happen but a firm 

knowledge. In the death and resurrection of Jesus we have 
real grounds for hope. After the greatest ever storm, the 
judgement of the cross, Christ sailed through to the far shore, 
beyond death and hell. And he says “Because I live, you also 
will live.”  

On that first Easter morning Jesus appeared to Mary, one of 
his disciples, outside the tomb. She was distraught with the 
knowledge that her teacher, friend and Lord, had been cruci-
fied and now even his body had disappeared. It was then that 
Jesus called out to her, “Mary”, and she immediately turned 
around to see Him. He was alive! Her Rabbi was not dead, 
but alive!  

Yes, we do hope to enjoy good times again this summer, but 
more importantly let’s put our certain hope in the Risen Christ. 
Hope in Christ, in his resurrection and the forgiveness he of-
fers, will change our whole future, right through to eternity 
ends,  

God Bless 

Simon Gale  
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  

Sadly there are no meetings at the moment and the church will remain shut 
for the time being until it is safe for us to open. 

--------------------------- 

Easter Hymn 

One of the things we greatly miss is not being able to sing together.  Praising 
God together in song is a wonderful joint experience of worship that glorifies 

God at the same time lifting our hearts and spirits.  One of the hymns we 
often sing at Easter expresses our tremendous joy in the knowledge of 

Christ’s resurrection. 

Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply, Alleluia! 

 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!Fought the 
fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! 

Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!  

                                          Charles Wesley  
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District Councillor’s Report April 2021 

I will continue with my “Love where you live” theme and I hope that you will 
reflect on what we have here and appreciate it!  Go for a walk, take the 
family to see all this for yourself, Skylarks and other birds singing above the 
fields, The Blackbird sounding its dawn chorus, the vegetation bursting out 
of its buds and wildflowers in the hedgerows. It is all real life, and lovely! 

I won’t pretend everything is rosy, but that makes it even more interesting 
for me trying to find out facts and trying to make things better. I do know 
that the Village Hall grant money is still with the village halls’ bank account 
and that UDC are not attending to the matter with any haste, yet!  UDC 
have not had a Monitoring (legal) officer for many months and the new of-
ficer is now playing catch up, encouraged by myself. The VHT trustees be-
lieve they have acted responsibly in carrying out their obligations, as set 
down in the agreement between stakeholders. The legal position is now 
being studied by Uttlesford D.C. and the Armed Forces Covenant Trust and 
we await the outcome  - “after Easter”!  

This is just one part of a bigger review of all the Grants awarded through 
UDC, and how they are regulated and monitored to ensure value for mon-
ey. The contract for the provision of the athletics track at Carver Barracks 4 
years ago stated that it should be completed by 31

st
 March, 2021. Some-

one noticed that recently and a hasty meeting was called. It is a big project 
and, just like the new village hall, it has suffered delays.  The biggest ones 
being staffing changes and the problems Covid 19 brought on us last year. 
The UDC Cabinet has now met and extended that contract backstop date 
to 31

st
 December this year, so construction work should be starting about 

now. Sporting clubs and organisations should soon be able to have their 
say about how and when it is used. This will be a great asset for our young 
residents. 

There is a “little” debate going on about how UDC defended its position to 
turn down the expansion plans of Stansted airport. The Enquiry has been 
held and, we should find out the decision the Government inspectors have 
made in a few weeks. Sorry I can’t be of more help on that information, but 
I guess politics will be reflected in their decision. 

We are approaching a period of “Purdah”, the period leading up to an elec-
tion, during which government departments generally refrain from making 
any new announcements. At these elections on May 6th you can vote for 
who you want to run Essex C.C. in order that our drains get fixed and roads 
are repaired properly, to name just a couple of problems we all share. You 
will also be able to vote for one candidate to fill the vacancy at Debden Par-
ish Council following Stuart Walsh’s move away from the village.  
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On Thursday 20
th
 May there will be a Parish Poll, full details of which can 

be found on the Uttlesford District Council’s  website: . https://
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/7029/Parish-Poll-Thursday-20-May-2021.   

The text  reads: “A poll will take place on Thursday 20 May 2021 at the 
Debden Memorial Hall between the hours of 4pm and 9pm. In accordance 
with the rules, voting is in person only with no absent voting by post or by 
proxy and no poll cards will be issued.  Electors just turn up and give their 
name and address and they will be marked off a register and be allowed to 
vote. The poll was duly requested at the end of March 2020 at a parish 
meeting.  The poll has been delayed due to the pandemic. The following 
question was agreed and will appear on the ballot paper: 

DO YOU SUPPORT THE BUILDING OF A VILLAGE HALL FOR DEBDEN 
ON THE CURRENT SITE? 

The poll is not legally binding on the parish or the district council but is just 
an expression of local opinion. The result of the ballot will appear on this 
webpage” 

I hope next months Pump goes into more detail, as in my mind that’s an 
ambiguous question. 

Two years ago, I decided that, in order to get village projects progressed, I 
needed to get elected to Uttlesford District Council. I joined Residents for 
Uttlesford (R4U).and thank you for giving me that opportunity by electing 
me. I am still engaged and working hard for Debden & Wimbish interests. I 
do get lots of e mails and I do always reply. Sometimes I cannot agree 
with the points made, so I spend more time than I should with explanations 
as to my reasoning. 

I am now seeking your support again as I am thinking of standing inde-
pendently for the vacancy on Debden Parish Council. Will you, the majori-
ty, support me? Please e mail me your support or comments, or explain 
why you are standing against me.  

Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk  07974188395 

Cllr Stewart Luck 

Residents for Uttlesford (R4U) 

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/7029/Parish-Poll-Thursday-20-May-2021
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/7029/Parish-Poll-Thursday-20-May-2021
mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 

 

 

 

Advertise here for £10 per 
month 
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 9
th

 Debden Potato Challenge

 
Potato handout report 

On a cold March night 22 hardy souls rendezvoused (suitably 
Covid safe) with the Judges, Brad and Dave, to select the pota-
toes of their choice and the 2021 competition was under way 
with good hearted banter, weird ideas and spurious sugges-
tions designed to “help” other competitors. Can many times 
winner Dave Wilson regain his lost form and overtake the Zero 
to Hero Clive Bunting this year? Only time will tell 

We have a few spare potatoes so if anyone wants to join us 

 

Letters 

 

Dear Editors 

Having read the  March edition of the Pump, with regard to 
the  Countryfile page. It should act as a reminder to us all  as to  how 
much we should support our farmers and their produce  both locally and 
nationally . 

When you visit the supermarket, or food store,  please look for and buy 
the British  produced items, be it vegetables, fruit , meat  or fish or any 
other items of farm produce, even when sometime the similar item import-
ed may be priced a little cheaper.  However, beware of a product that 
may say packaged in Britain…. check with the store  where the actual 
produce came from. 

 Buy British!!! 

 

 M Green 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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You don’t have to be on benefits to get help 

 
Are you short of money and struggling to pay for food or other essentials?  
Has your ‘rainy day fund’ been used up? 
 
There are lots of reasons why people find themselves in fi-
nancial difficulty and need help with money. It may be 
through losing a job or a reduction in income. If 
your outgoings have risen suddenly, it can become harder to 
cope with making all the usual payments. 
 
Coronavirus has made many of these problems worse for a 
great number of people. Many have seen their income fall.  If this has hap-
pened to you, we can offer information, support and guidance. Our advice is 
confidential and costs nothing. 
 
We can help you to access: 
 

• Local foodbanks and children’s clothes banks 

• Help to pay utility bills or top up oil tanks 

• Emergency funds for prescriptions and other household essentials 

• Cold weather payments 

• Budgeting and debt support 

• Grants to improve the energy efficiency of your home  

• Support with job hunting and small grants for education and training 

• Universal Credit and Disability Benefits 

• Benefits for working families 

• Support for carers 

• Help from your local council, such as council tax support 
 

If you're worried about money, don't wait to get help.  
Call us on 01799 618840 (Monday-Friday 9.30 am-3.30 pm) or email 
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk 
 

Help with Mental Health 

This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new regula-
tions may affect your mental health.  
 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available: please see Livewell's mental health resources 
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-well-
being/ 

https://www.stepchange.org/debt-info/redundancy-and-debt.aspx
https://www.stepchange.org/debt-info/debt-and-coronavirus.aspx
mailto:help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
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Rolling in the Aisle 

As an editor of her Parish Newsletter for over 30 years, my mother gathered 
a collection of articles and snippets to pass on to her readers when space 
allowed, and which now have passed to me. 

The following is a selection of extracts from Parish magazines and church 
noticeboards, which were published in an article in the Sunderland Echo on 
January 18th 2003  - which only goes to prove a point that some things you 
hang on to may eventually be of some use! Although obviously not usually 
intentional, all of these have escaped the vigilant eye of the editor! 

• The preacher for next Sunday will be pinned to the church notice-
board; 

• Don’t let worry kill you. Let the church help. 

• This is the House of God. This is the gate to Heaven. This door is 
locked in winter months. 

• This afternoon there will be a meeting in the south and north ends of 
the church. Children will be baptized at both ends. 

• Weight watchers will meet at 7.30pm at the Presbyterian church. 
Please use the large double door at the side entrance. 

• Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of 
several new members, and the deterioration of some of the older 
ones. 

• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is 
Hell”? Come early and listen to the choir practice. 

• Thursday night - potluck supper. Prayer and medication to follow. 

• The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind and they 
may be seen in the church hall on Friday. 

• The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys 
sinning to join the choir. 

• The vicar is on holiday, massages can be given to the church secre-
tary. 

• This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Lewis to come forward 
and lay an egg on the altar. 

Marion Bamfield 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Karen Howarth School of Dancing   
 01279 651535  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

County Councillor  Simon Walsh … 
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Vacant position 
(Chairman, Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Acting Chairman, Events, Neighbour-
hood Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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