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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

I feel I am able to describe this edition as “cautiously optimistic”, 
in view of the number of activities being proposed for later in 
the year, so much so that the “What’s on Diary” has been re-
instated on page 11! 

It is good that we are feeling encouraged to plan, and hopefully 
attend, events after such a long period of restriction. Details of 
a replacement Progressive Supper can be found on page 12. A 
classic car and historical vehicle event is planned for 24th July 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Royal 
British Legion, which itself came about in response to the needs 
of service men and women after the stress and upheaval of 
war, and they are still needed just as much as ever!  

While being optimistic about a return to some sort of 
“normality”, however, we must not forget those in other parts of 
the world who are still struggling. This is brought home by Tina 
Knight’s article and appeal on behalf of our twinned village of 
Tang Ting in Nepal (see page 8) who sound to be in dire need 
of our help.  

The recent lockdown will have also created many and varied 
problems for those who may have lost their jobs, or be strug-
gling financially or mentally. In recognition of these issues both 
Uttlesford District Council and the Citizens advice Bureau are 
keen to offer help, and their articles on pages 7 and 39 give de-
tails of help available. Hopefully this month will see the start of 
a recovery, even if we have to proceed with caution. 

Marion 
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Parish Council News 

 
 
 

A shorter update this month as at the time of writing, we had not yet held our 
May PC Meeting. 
 
Parish Council election 
 
Congratulations to Stewart Luck on his election to the Parish Council, we 
look forward to working with him over the coming months.  
 
20mph speed limit in the village 
 
ECC undertook a further survey for a 20mph speed limit in April. Hopefully 
the validation will be concluded prior to the June meeting of the Local High-
ways Panel.  More news on this next month.  
 
Byway closures 
 
The Editors received a communication from the local GLAS representative 
about the report in last month’s Pump concerning the two byways that have 
been temporarily closed in our parish. 
 
In this report we stated that: "Unfortunately for non- motorised users, ECC 
have put in full closures due to the damage caused to the surface by off 
road vehicles. ECC have deemed the byways too hazardous for the general 
public and have had no option but to close them until repaired." 
 
To clarify, the original closures by ECC Highways stated that: "The re-
striction is required for the safety of the public and to prevent further damage 
to the byway surface." 
 
The new closures (on the same byways) came into force at the start of April. 
The stated reasons from ECC Highways being: "The closure is required for 
the safety of the public and the workforce while surface repair works are 
carried out." 
 
Throughout the duration of the first closure, no remedial works were carried 
out by ECC Highways department on the two byways ,so all previously iden-
tified hazards to the general public remained in place. 
 
From the GLAS website: The Green Lane Association is the National User 
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Group dedicated to driving on the Country’s network of ancient unsurfaced 
public roads and vehicular rights of way.  
 
Also for clarification: The PC are obviously concerned as to the state of the 
byways and all public rights of way and we have campaigned for improve-
ments for the benefit of all parishioners. We are not responsible for deci-
sions about closures or the cost of repairs to rights of way; that sits with 
ECC Highways. 

 
Parish Council meetings moving forward 
 
Virtual meetings are no longer permitted for councils, although many coun-
cils are lobbying against this.  Therefore meetings will be held face to face, 
but due to social distancing restrictions, only 29 people can be accommo-
dated in the village hall (including councillors, of which there are 7, and the 
clerk).  
 
We are asking that members of the public only attend if absolutely neces-
sary, and that where possible any questions or queries are emailed to the 
clerk: pcclerk@debden.org.  
 
The PC will respond within 7 days.  If more than 21 people attend on the 
night, the PC will have to close the meeting as it will not be possible to ad-
here to safety regulations and government guidance. 
 
If you do attend, please arrive 15 minutes early to be seated safely in time.  
 
Attendees must wear a mask, hands must be sanitised on entry, windows 
and doors will be open for ventilation and social distancing of 2m must be 
observed at all times.  
 
 
News from Debden Recreation Ground Trust 
 
The mound repairs in the play area are now complete and fencing has been 
removed.   
 
Unfortunately the play area has been subject to some unsociable behaviour 
recently, with a number of glass bottles being broken and strewn around the 
playground.  Any deliberate attempts to harm children will be taken extreme-
ly seriously.  If you have any information regarding this incident, please con-
tact one of the councillors or the police.  

 

mailto:pcclerk@debden.org
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Poetry Corner 

Trudie Tagert has submitted this poem, which was written in lockdown 
when visiting was difficult in her mum’s care home. I am sure it will strike a 
chord with many…….. 

LOVE YOU MUM 

 
 O Mother dear where do you go  

 With long hard days and  fretful nights, 

 When you sleep I hope you rest 

 Or is your mind still in a mess 

 O Mother dear where do you go  

 With dates and memories that muddle you sooo 

 Past memories we’re happy to share 

 But sometimes I look for you and your not there, 

 O Mother dear where do you go 

 That smart woman with so much to know 

 So don’t be frightened and don't  be scared 

 Always know I’ll always care..... 

Do you remember “Wordpower”??  

A Readers Digest favourite for as long as it has been in print. Challenge your 
knowledge with this selection from the May 2020 edition. Answers are on 
page 21 

1. Contraindicated: A: Rudely refuted. B: inadvisable for medical treat-
ment. C: Proven Wrong. 

2. Punctiliousness: A A devil may care bravado. B: exaggerated and 
outrageous cruelty. C: Strict attention to detail 

3. Bouleversement: A: Reversal. B: Celebration C:  critique 

4. Insurrectionist: A: Rebel. B:pessimist. C: Builder 

5. Anthropomorphic: A Having human characteristics. B: Frequently 
changing. C: Extremely old 
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AN URGENT APPEAL FROM TANG TING 
 
I  have just received an SOS from Lachhya Gurung, President Tang 
Ting Community UK, telling of the effect of the Pandemic in Nepal.   
 
The country is now in a very desperate situation, similar if not worse, 
than that of its neighbour India.  Local doctors and health workers are 
reporting that the Pandemic is “completely out of control”, with hospital 
wards full to the brim, patients being treated in corridors and car parks.  
Oxygen supplies are non-existent and PPE diminishing rapidly. 
 
Hospital staff have been testing positive, leading to over 50% of doc-
tors and nurses being incapacitated.  The country’s healthcare system, 
which even in “normal” times is at best rudimentary, has completely 
broken down.  Vaccinations are being administered at snail pace as 
the country is reliant on vaccine supplies from India and China.  Nepal 
is in complete lockdown.  Food supplies are precarious because of 
transport restrictions.  As the economy is almost completely reliant on 
tourism, the lack of income has impacted on the lives of many in the 
population. 
 
Due to Nepal’s mountainous terrain, a complete overview of the devas-
tation is impossible, but the WHO’s view of the Nepalese government’s 
statistics on deaths and positive cases are that they are way below the 
actual numbers. 
 
We at TTTA are desperately trying to gather information about the situ-
ation in “our” village of Tang Ting.  What we do know is that many of 
the men who were working abroad, often in India and Bangladesh, 
have returned to the village and may have inadvertently brought the 
virus back with them.  We also know that Prakash Gurung, the Head of 
Tang Ting village is stranded in Pokhara, the main town below Tang 
Ting, but is unable to get to the village to obtain up-to-date information. 

 
We have sent a messages to the Siddhi Memorial Hospital that TTTA 
support, and to the village that residents of Wendons Ambo helped 
restore, but have not managed to get a response from them as yet. 
 
Help is needed to set up quarantine areas for people returning home 
from overseas, together with supplies of PPE and temporary treatment 
areas.  Debden Barns have very kindly volunteered to start fund-
raising and we would be grateful if any businesses in the area would 
be prepared to take a collection box.  We would also welcome any vol-
unteers to assist with the delivery of collection boxes. 
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Please email nc@nighthawk.co.uk (our preferred method of contact) but if 
that is not possible please call Nikki Callway on 01799 540881.   Any help 
however small would be gratefully received 
 
Tina Knight 
President of the Tangting Twinning Association 
 

 

Letters 
 
After 42 very happy years we have left the village.  As old age beckons and 
with our three children long since married and away, Richard & I felt it was 
time to leave our much loved Ducketts Farm, at the very far end of Debden 
Green, and move into “the big city” as Mary Mays always called Saffron 
Walden!  We’ve found a very nice house up near the castle, but as it is half 
the size of Ducketts, and we have an awful lot of “stuff”, it’s been a huge 
effort and we still haven’t found homes for all that we’ve brought. 
 
Over the years we’ve had fingers in a lot of pies, but, like the proverbial 
stone thrown into the water, that all becomes history very quickly.  We, 
however, shall always remember everyone and everything with great fond-
ness and continue to take an interest in all that goes on (Nina, please put 
us on the postal list for Parish Pump…..of which I was a very early editor!).  
We can be found at Castle Pound, 14 Little Walden Road, so do pop in 
when in town. 
 
Paula Winter 
 

mailto:nc@nighthawk.co.uk
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District Councillor’s report to Parish Pump June 2021  

My last report and my newsletter circulated to Wimbish and Debden by hand 
last month brought about some interesting interaction with residents. Over at 
Wimbish people started to say “have you heard about the school”? So after I 
had had more than a handful of such comments I investigated in more de-
tail. If I told you ALL of the Governors had been sacked and the head had 
been off sick for several months you would hardly believe me, but that’s 
what has happened. Obviously, investigations are ongoing, but I am trying 
my best to support all of the community through these difficult times. It would 
seem the theme about Communication that I put out triggered people to 
get things off their chests in both villages, lets have more of that please. 

At  Debden I was pleased to meet with the headmaster for a catch up ses-
sion. We talked about the new mini stage that they have fund raised for 
which you can see from the footpath as you walk by. Despite the Covid re-
strictions the school is dong well. I was pleased to hear that the Friends of 
Debden Primary Academy are active, which brings me to talk about the 
event they ran in the village over the holiday weekend called “Debden Inspi-
rations”. If you didn’t at least do part of the “Trail” of discovery you missed a 
treat.  Congratulations to ALL involved. I bet lots of families had a lot of fun 
making the characters or making their displays. 

I recently attended a virtual meeting organized by EALC on the subject of 
“Youth Engagement”, which is a subject close to my heart. There were 
speakers from all over Essex, many were Parish Council members talking 
about how they covered the topic in their area. There are obviously many, 
many older people who have skills they could pass on IF only they had the 
encouragement to do so. Active Essex talked about opportunities and citizen 
workshops. Some funding is available, along with possible work experience 
placements. They would be interested in hearing from people who might like 
doing a “Youth Workers Apprenticeship”. Of course, they would help with the 
DBS formalities and Risk Assessments involved. One speaker was con-
cerned that children have, over the last year, been deconditioned from phys-
ical activity so lets

 
hear and see them on the Recreation Ground to put that 

right. There are lots of activities that families can undertake if they are point-
ed in the right direction.  This is the Power of Play! 

Finally, the Uttlesford Local Plan is probably the biggest issue for this admin-
istration to deal with by 2023. In the initial consultation the public were able 
to play their part in the process, but more can be done. Here is the explana-
tion of how the Local Plan Leadership Group decided to go forward with a 
New Plan: 

“The Council’s first consultation on the Local Plan has just concluded. This 
consultation was run in a different way from ‘normal’ consultations on a Lo-
cal Plan in that instead of the Council putting a document out with the Coun 
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cil’s ideas on the issues facing the district and the options for dealing with 
those issues, the Council instead asked the public and other stakeholders to 
tell us what they thought the issues were, and how they could be dealt with. 
This allowed people to have their say before any decisions are made and 
before a single line of the Local Plan is written.” 

In the Officers report to the leadership group it seems they have had be-
tween 20-30 resident comments. These have come from the older genera-
tion, however this is all about the future of the younger people, so they need 
to be encouraged to have a say. 

Further details can be found on the UDC website under Agenda for Local 
Plan Leadership Group, Monday, 24th May, 2021. You can read about it on 
the website after this date to see the current situation.  As a resident its 
YOUR PLAN! 

Cllr Stewart Luck                                    Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk                                      
07874188395 

The Return of the “What’s on” diary!!! 

June   

Plant Sale, Barltrops  Saturday 5th June, 2021 11am - 3pm 

July   

Progressive BBQ  Sunday 4th July, 2021 

Potato competition “weigh in”  Saturday 17th July, 2021 

 

Church Thanksgiving service 

  

Sunday 18th July, 2021. 3pm 

 

Royal British Legion Classic car 
meeting, Carver Barracks 

  

Saturday 24th July, 2021 

August   

 

Closing date for sunflower grow-
ing competition 

  

Saturday 14th August, 2021 

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Debden  

Progressive BBQ 

 2021 

Sunday 4th July, 2021 

 
Following the disappointment of hav-
ing to cancel the annual Debden Pro-
gressive Supper, I believe for the first time ever, and fearing that winter 
2021/22 may put us in the same situation, we thought a safe way to have 
our annual jaunt round the village and meet up with some friends, both 
old and new, would be to hold an outside summer event instead.  
 
We therefore very much hope that you will be able to join in the Debden 
Progressive BBQ 2021 on Sunday 4th July, commencing at 3pm.  
 
For those not familiar with this annual extravaganza, and for those who 
know it well, we will do things a little differently in that those not hosting 
will be sent a text message on the day of the event to tell you your BBQ 
location. This is instead of the usual large gathering in the Plough.  Then, 
at 5pm, your host will inform you of your next venue for dessert (and 
probably another tipple or three !).  
 
The cost per head is £15 payable at time of booking and hosts will be 
reimbursed for the full amount spent on food, drink and, where applica-
ble, BBQ fuel.  Any surplus income over expenditure will be donated to a 
village good cause (applications welcome). 
 
You don’t have to be a couple to take part and don’t worry if you do not 
have the facilities to accommodate or cook for guests.  It’s not compulso-
ry, although of course we will be looking for several volunteers to either 
host a BBQ or a dessert course  for a maximum of 6 people. 
 
If you have joined us in this before you should have by now received an 
email and application form which we look forward to receiving back by 
FRIDAY JUNE 11TH at the very latest.  If you would like to take part or 
are new to the village and have not received details please contact either 
jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk or maa.andrews@btinternet.com and we 
will be delighted to send you a booking form.  
 
For simplicity, groups will be put together as forms are received, so apol-
ogies in advance if, at either of the courses, your group contains the 
same guests as previous years.  A paper copy of the form can be provid-
ed if needed, just ask or call 07501444672 or 07743502832 and we can 
print you one off. 
 
Jane Langham & Margaret Hynes 
 

mailto:jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:maa.andrews@btinternet.com
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 9th Annual Debden 

 Potato growing  

 challenge! 

 

Remember the date! 

 

The big “weigh in” will be held  

on Saturday 17th July, 2021 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

 
Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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Book Lovers corner 

 

GRENFELL HOPE 

Stories from the community by Gaby Doherty 

 

On 14 June 2017 Grenfell Tower was engulfed in 
flames.  The tragedy unfolded in the national 
news.  Many lost their lives; others were badly 
injured and all the surviving inhabitants were dis-
placed. 

Gaby is the wife of a priest who lives in the com-
munity surrounding Grenfell Tower.  Her family 
were caught up in the grief, chaos and immense outpouring of generosity 
towards the neighbourhood of North Kensington as the country came to 
terms with what had happened. 

This book tells the stories of individuals, hearing their voices and those of 
the community. Gaby writes from first-hand experience without minimizing 
the horror of what had happened.  She tells stories of hope in the midst of 
tragedy.  

One of the stories that spoke to me was of a ‘well-known’ local homeless 
man in the area, who in the week after the fire came to one of the centres 
helping people.  They all assumed he would be looking for donations that 
had not been given away.  In fact, he wanted to donate his one and only 
coat, and despite them thanking him but saying to him that he should 
keep it, he gave it to go to a good home for one of the survivors.  It re-
minds you of the story in the gospels of the widow’s mite, doesn’t it?   

A really good read. 

Dawn Saxon 

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly 
and kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
&  

Stone floors, Upholstery, 
Rugs 

A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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Did You Know??? 

ORGAN DONATION IN THE UK 

 

In England and Scotland, organ donation is now an “opt out” 
system. This change came into force in England last year and 
in Scotland on 26th March 2021. This means that all adults will 
be considered a donor when they die, unless they have specif-
ically recorded a decision not to donate, or are in an excluded 
group. 

In Wales, the legislation is “deemed consent” which means 
that if you have not registered an organ or tissue donation de-
cision, you will be considered to have no objection to becom-
ing a donor.  

In Northern Ireland you must opt in to be registered as a do-
nor. 

For more information visit www.organ donation.nhs.uk 

 

Wordpower answers from page 6:  

1: B. Inadvisable for medical treatment. E.g. “The drug cured older 
patients but was contraindicated for anyone under 18” 

2 C. Strict attention to detail. E.g. her punctiliousness was evident 
as she polished every knife on the table. 

3: A Reversal. E.g. In an economic bouleversement, the Canadian 
Dollar was nearly two cents higher than that of the US. 

4. A. Having human characteristics. E.g. The popular new cartoon 
was filled with anthropomorphic dinosaurs 

5. A. Rebel. E.g. The sudden seizure of his home transformed him 
into an insurrectionist against the government.  
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Debden really did inspire 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Debden Inspires event on 1-3 May organ-
ised by FODS (Friends of Debden School 
- PTA group).  

Over 50 families enjoyed a trail around the 
village of displays and information about 
our most inspiring people. These ranged 
from local heroes to sporting legends, vic-
torian benefactors to war veterans, politi-
cians to key workers and, featuring in 3 
different displays, England’s famous natu-
ralist and broadcaster.   

 
The Millership Family put together a beau-
tiful display consisting of a full scarecrow 
of Sir David Attenborough, flags, real 
plants and toy animals and received the 
most votes in the “Your Favourite Display” 
poll. (See picture top left.)  

All children who submitted a completed 
activity sheet  were entered into a prize 
draw and we were pleased to give Oliver 
(age 7) a book about inspiring heroes. 

After sales of the trail plans, activity sheets 
and refreshments we raised a whopping 
£460.  

The money will be spent by the school on 
equipment and activities which will support 
the excellent education the children al-
ready receive. We hope the children at 
Debden Primary Academy School will 
grow up to inspire other people in our 
community and beyond.  

Thank you again! 

FODS  

(Thanks also to Jane Langham for photo-
graphs  of entries. Ed) 
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           Some colourful photos from Debden Gardens 
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POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

 

 

The Post Office is open from Monday to Thursday between 08.00 and 
12.30pm  
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It has been a fantastic first few weeks back since 
Easter, and we have been really happy with the chil-
dren’s enthusiasm for learning. There has been a real-
ly upbeat feeling of positivity across the school, and it 
feels like we really are back up and running again 
now! We were lucky enough to have a company called 
‘Eden Oasis Animal Experience’ come into school recently and the children 
were delighted to come face to face with such animals as a Hissing Cock-
roach, a Skink and a Chameleon to name but a few.   

It has been a particularly exciting time for our Ducklings class recently, as 
they are collectively caring for a batch of chicken eggs! This has tied into 
their learning about spring and is a lovely way to introduce them to concepts 
such as nurture and growth. We were very excited this week when one of 
the eggs hatched and we are now the proud collective parents of a very 
cute little bundle! We are looking forward to some more additions hopefully 
in the coming days.  

Miss Matthews has also been coordinating the construction of a new stage 
in our Ducklings outdoor area. The base has already been built, and we 
have curtains and are looking forward to completing the project over the 
next month or so. We are excited to see it being used as the set for fledgling 
dramatic displays for many years to come! 

We would like to thank our FODS (Friends of Debden School) for putting on 
‘Debden Inspires’ here in the village over the recent Bank holiday weekend. 
It was a huge success and raised a substantial amount of money for the 
school and everyone has been very positive with their comments on who 
much they learnt about Inspirational people. The school contributed four 
displays for the event, J.K. Rowling, Sir David Attenborough, Erroll McKellar 
and Winston Churchill. 

Mr. Hawley 

(See the report of the “Deben Inspires” weekend on pages 22 and 23. Ed) 

News from Debden School 
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Debden Church Letter 

Dear Friends 

If everything remains on track, later this month we will be 
free of the remainder of the social restrictions we have 
been experiencing for over a year now.  The conscientious 
behaviour of people in society as a whole has helped to curb the spread of 
the Coronavirus and the efficacy of the vaccines distributed so effectively 
this year has suppressed infection rates to consistently low levels.  The task 
ahead of us now, according to scientists and politicians, is to learn and to 
decide how to live with Covid. 

Like many things, this will be a balance.  We will need to balance the risks of 
fuelling infection rates and restricting our social freedoms.  For example, we 
have longed to meet with family and greet them with hugs and kisses denied 
to us for so long.  Yet, meeting with our more distant family and friends, we 
may well choose a handshake or ‘fist bump’ and avoid the casual hug and 
peck on the cheek.  There is no ‘one size fits all’ approach to this, but we 
must be sensitive to others as we navigate these new social etiquettes. 

Our relationship with the online and virtual ways of doing things has been 
mixed.  Zoom during this year of lockdowns was at first perhaps feared, then 
loved and, more recently, probably loathed, but going forward the digital age 
is firmly a part of our futures.  There may be other motives at play also, but 
many employers are considering long term plans to have their staff working 
from home and the habits of doing much of our shopping online may be 
hard to forsake.  The church is planning to continue making services availa-
ble online, for the time being at least, as we settle to a new rhythm of life.  
Zoom services have kept people connected and we do not feel it is right to 
take this away from people who may not be able to get to church for a ser-
vice in future. 

So, here is the real challenge: how much of our arm’s length, digitally con-
nected world of the last year are we going to retain?  Yes, we do need to 
balance risks, but not use this as an excuse to be lazy or isolated.  I have 
read articles recently challenging people to come back to church and not 
just remain virtually connected.  Physically present together we can inspire 
and support each other more effectively.  Body language is so difficult to 
read on screen!  Also, where we are different or disagree about something, 
we can grow through our learning and being together.  Online allows us too 
much wriggle room and avoid who or what challenges us. 

Trying to encourage believers to persevere with their faith in difficult times, 
the writer of the Book of Hebrews in the Bible, chapter 10, verses 24 & 25 
says ‘Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and 
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of do-
ing, but encouraging one another.’  As we balance the risks with the chal-
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lenges ahead, let us also heed the cry to not give up meeting together but 
encourage one and all with whom our paths cross. 

With every good wish, 

Revd John Saxon 

Church Services for June 2021 

With advance notice of a special service on Sunday 18th July! 

 

Please check our website for the latest information. 

Services will take place in either Church, unless on Zoom only. 

Joining details for Services on Zoom are: 

ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036 

    

(D) = Debden Church : (W) = Wimbish Church : (Z) = Zoom 

    

Date Day Time Service 

Sun 6 Jun Trinity 1 9.15 am Sunday Praise * (W & Z) 

Sun 13 Jun Trinity 2 9.15 am Sunday Praise * (D & Z) 

Sun 20 Jun Trinity 3 9.15 am Holy Communion (W & Z) 

Sun 27 Jun Trinity 4 9.15 am Holy Communion (D & Z) 

Sun 18 Jul Trinity 7 3.00 pm 
Service of Celebration and 

Thanksgiving (D) 

    

This schedule may be subject to change. 

Please refer to our Church website for the most up-to-date information. 

www.debdenchurch.org.uk 

    

* Sunday Praise is a Non-Eucharistic Service, 

with readings, hymns, prayers and responses. 

 

If you have difficulty connecting with our online streaming Services, 

please investigate alternatives from the Saffron Walden website : 

www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org 

http://www.debdenchurch.org.uk/
http://www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org/
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

Debden Gardens 2021 Photos  

 

Calling all gardeners and photographers!! 

Following the success of your beautiful photos during last 
year, photographs are being invited for Debden Gardens 2021 
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be 
published in the Parish Pump.  Now that our gardens are 
blooming, albeit with all the rain!, this is the perfect time to 
get snapping again. See some of your photos on page 23 and on 
the back page of this edition. 

Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these 
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gar-
dens. So do please keep them coming and send them to my 
email address below.  Thank you all so very much. 

Hilary Davey 

Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com  

          
debdengardens2021 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Sadly one of our faithful members 
passed away at the beginning of 
May.  Bill Rawlings will have been 
well known to anyone who visited 
the Coffee Mornings. He had hard-
ly missed a Wednesday since they 
started at some time back around 
2002. At that time there were also 
Wednesday lunches organised by 
Bill and his wife Audrey.  Bill’s faith 
in the Lord Jesus shone through. 
He always had a friendly greeting 
for everyone and was a great en-
couragement to us in the church 
where he had served for over 30 years.  Over the past year, 
and at age 93, he regularly dialled into our phone Zoom meet-
ings and often had a cheerful word to lift our spirits!  He will be 
much missed. 

We continue to review the situation as to when we will start to 
meet in the building again and tentatively hope to start at 
some time in June. 

 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale                 
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  

While we continue with our phone conference meetings there are 
currently no services in the church building at the moment. We are 

currently reviewing the situation with the aim of starting some services 
before too long. 

----------------------------------------- 

The World Elsewhere 

Whilst we see the Covid situation in the UK improving at a fast rate other 
parts of the world are clearly suffering an ongoing severe impact. We 
recently had a virtual visit from Carol Perkins and Ginny Seymour. They told 
us about the desperate situation in the Congo at the moment.  It is mainly the 
economic knock-on to people who are only just able to survive at the best of 
times and have no financial reserves to fall back on. We were distressed to 
hear that the government has not been supplying food to the prison that 
Carol and Ginny visit which has resulted in the death of some inmates. 

Carol and Ginny are an example to us as they continue to help and minister 
in Jesus name.  We were both challenged and encouraged as we listened to 
the talk from these two courageous ladies. 
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100th Anniversary of the founding of the 

British Legion 
 

 

 

 

Saturday 15th May, 2021 was the 100th Anniversary of the 
founding of the British Legion.  

Committee members from Debden Branch held a short service 
and laid a wreath at the Memorial Hall on Saturday morning at 
11.00am in remembrance of this major milestone .  
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CLASSIC CAR & HISTORIC 
VEHICLE EVENT  

ON THE FORMER RAF DEB-
DEN AIRFIELD 

 
SATURDAY, 24

TH
 JULY 2021 

 
 
In order to mark the Centenary of the Royal British Legion, the 
Debden Branch Committee are organising a Classic Car and  
Historic Vehicle Event on the former RAF Debden Airfield, on 
the 24

th
 July, with the much appreciated support from 33 Engi-

neer Regiment, based at Carver Barracks. 
 
The display will include classic cars and motorcycles, historic 
farm vehicles, steam engines and military vehicles and will in-
clude supporting attractions as well as a designated track on the 
airfield for the owners of the historic vehicles to drive around. 
 
We very much hope that you will join us and support this most 
worthy Charity for what promises to be a most enjoyable day. 
 
We will be sending out more detailed information about the day 
in the forthcoming weeks and if you would like more information 
about our plans, please do not hesitate to contact me or Andy 
Pearce on the below email addresses. 
 
With best wishes. 
 
John Arkwright and Andy Pearce 
 
Email: john.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk 
 Email: afppearce@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:john.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk
mailto:afppearce@gmail.com
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Request for unwanted tools for “Tools With a Mis-
sion” (TWAM) 

“Bring us your unwanted tools”, is the message from David Peas-
good, of Rotary in Saffron Walden, and the club’s organiser of a 
project being undertaken to collect unwanted tools on behalf of the 
charity Tools with a Mission (TWAM). 

He added “At this time of the year we know that houses, sheds, 
garages and business premises are often tidied and old tools 
thrown away, many of which can be put to good use. 

After collection, the club will transport the tools to the TWAM’s 
warehouse in Ipswich where they are refurbished and sorted into 
trade kits before being shipped to developing countries. 

Mr Peasgood explained, “The aims of TWAM fit well with Rotary’s 
mission.  Passing on unwanted tools enables local people to sup-
port communities through livelihood-creating projects. TWAM be-
lieves there is dignity through work and the ability to provide for 
yourself and your family. We believe entire communities can be 
transformed through training and the provision of tool kits and 
equipment.” 

He went on “On Sunday, June 6, 2021 Rotary’s PhysioNet van will 
be parked in Saffron Walden Common Car Park from 10am until 
1pm, ready to receive donations of unwanted tools”. 

All types of tools are accepted including household, gardening, 
motoring, building, plumbing, electrical, knitting and sewing ma-
chines and working IT equipment, which will have all data re-
moved by specialist software. 

David Peasgood added that anyone who would like more infor-
mation about the project should contact him on enquiries@rotary-
sw.org. In addition, if anyone has any unwanted items and can’t 
get them to the collection point, please contact him  and he will 
arrange collection. 

 

mailto:enquiries@rotary-sw.org
mailto:enquiries@rotary-sw.org
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Cut your bills and boost your income! 
 

It is estimated that more than 3,000 households in Ut-
tlesford may be struggling to pay their utility bills or cutting 
back on their use of gas or electricity to pay for other 
household essentials.  This may be because they are out of work, managing 
a on low income or living in an energy-inefficient property. 

The good news is that there is lots of help available.  A team of energy spe-
cialists at Uttlesford Citizens Advice can check your benefit entitlements and 
offer advice on energy efficiency measures and home improvement grants.  
They can also compare deals and help you switch to a lower tariff; provide 
support to manage fuel related or any other debts and access emergency 
funds on your behalf, if needed.  
 
Last year the team helped more than 200 families cut their bills, securing 
over £53,000 in additional benefits and grants.   
 
So, remember, warm homes help is not just for winter! Why not give the 
team a call?  Getting in touch is easy.  Simply call 01799 618858 or email 
warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk . Advice is always completely free and 
confidential. 

 

Uttlesford Citizens Advice 

Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden, CB11 4EB 

01799 618858   

warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk 

www.uttlesfordcab.org.uk 

Help with Mental Health 

This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new regula-
tions may affect your mental health.  
 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available: please see Livewell's mental health resources 
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-well-
being/ 

mailto:warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk
mailto:warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk
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When growing up was Childs Play: How did we survive 
growing up in the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s?? 

• Our baby cots were covered with brightly covered lead-
based paint which was promptly chewed and licked. 
There were no childproof lids on medicine bottles, or 
latches on doors or cabinets. 

• When we rode our bikes, we wore no helmets, just flip 
fops and fluorescent “clackers” on our wheels. 

• As children, we would ride in cars with no seat belts or air 
bags. Riding in the passenger seat was a treat. 

• We would spend hours building go carts out of scraps 
and then went top speed down the hill, only to find that 
we forgot the brakes. After running into stinging nettles a 
few times, we learned to solve the problem. 

• We would leave home in the morning and play all day, as 
long as we were back before it got dark. No one was able 
to reach us all day, and no one minded. We walked to 
and from friend’s houses. 

• We did not have video games, multiple TV channels, mo-
bile phones, the internet or computers. We had friends, 
we went outside and found them. 

• We played rounders in the street with a ball that really 
hurt. We fell out of trees, broke bones and teeth, but 
there were no lawsuits - they were accidents. We learnt 
not to do the same thing again. 

Were they “the good old days?” - maybe not, but they were 
much less materialistic times 
and the lack of pressure meant 
we could concentrate on just 
being kids! 

 

A pensioner 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Vacant position 
(Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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Photo by permission of the Watson Family 

  
 


