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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page Ã18.00 Half page Ã12.00 Quarter page Ã10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 ϦtǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ !Řǳƭǘǎ 
 ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎϦ 
 
CƻǊ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ WŀƴƛŎŜ IŀǊŘƛƴƎΦ            

/ŀƭƭ лмтфф рннмпр ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜΦ 
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From the Editor 

I feel I am able to describe this edition as ñcautiously optimisticò, 
in view of the number of activities being proposed for later in 
the year, so much so that the ñWhatôs on Diaryò has been re-
instated on page 11! 

It is good that we are feeling encouraged to plan, and hopefully 
attend, events after such a long period of restriction. Details of 
a replacement Progressive Supper can be found on page 12. A 
classic car and historical vehicle event is planned for 24th July 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Royal 
British Legion, which itself came about in response to the needs 
of service men and women after the stress and upheaval of 
war, and they are still needed just as much as ever!  

While being optimistic about a return to some sort of 
ñnormalityò, however, we must not forget those in other parts of 
the world who are still struggling. This is brought home by Tina 
Knightôs article and appeal on behalf of our twinned village of 
Tang Ting in Nepal (see page 8) who sound to be in dire need 
of our help.  

The recent lockdown will have also created many and varied 
problems for those who may have lost their jobs, or be strug-
gling financially or mentally. In recognition of these issues both 
Uttlesford District Council and the Citizens advice Bureau are 
keen to offer help, and their articles on pages 7 and 39 give de-
tails of help available. Hopefully this month will see the start of 
a recovery, even if we have to proceed with caution. 

Marion 
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Parish Council News 

 
 
 

A shorter update this month as at the time of writing, we had not yet held our 
May PC Meeting. 
 
Parish Council election 
 
Congratulations to Stewart Luck on his election to the Parish Council, we 
look forward to working with him over the coming months.  
 
20mph speed limit in the village 
 
ECC undertook a further survey for a 20mph speed limit in April. Hopefully 
the validation will be concluded prior to the June meeting of the Local High-
ways Panel.  More news on this next month.  
 
Byway closures 
 
The Editors received a communication from the local GLAS representative 
about the report in last monthôs Pump concerning the two byways that have 
been temporarily closed in our parish. 
 
In this report we stated that: "Unfortunately for non- motorised users, ECC 
have put in full closures due to the damage caused to the surface by off 
road vehicles. ECC have deemed the byways too hazardous for the general 
public and have had no option but to close them until repaired." 
 
To clarify, the original closures by ECC Highways stated that: "The re-
striction is required for the safety of the public and to prevent further damage 
to the byway surface." 
 
The new closures (on the same byways) came into force at the start of April. 
The stated reasons from ECC Highways being: "The closure is required for 
the safety of the public and the workforce while surface repair works are 
carried out." 
 
Throughout the duration of the first closure, no remedial works were carried 
out by ECC Highways department on the two byways ,so all previously iden-
tified hazards to the general public remained in place. 
 
From the GLAS website: The Green Lane Association is the National User 
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Group dedicated to driving on the Countryôs network of ancient unsurfaced 
public roads and vehicular rights of way.  
 
Also for clarification: The PC are obviously concerned as to the state of the 
byways and all public rights of way and we have campaigned for improve-
ments for the benefit of all parishioners. We are not responsible for deci-
sions about closures or the cost of repairs to rights of way; that sits with 
ECC Highways. 

 
Parish Council meetings moving forward 
 
Virtual meetings are no longer permitted for councils, although many coun-
cils are lobbying against this.  Therefore meetings will be held face to face, 
but due to social distancing restrictions, only 29 people can be accommo-
dated in the village hall (including councillors, of which there are 7, and the 
clerk).  
 
We are asking that members of the public only attend if absolutely neces-
sary, and that where possible any questions or queries are emailed to the 
clerk: pcclerk@debden.org.  
 
The PC will respond within 7 days.  If more than 21 people attend on the 
night, the PC will have to close the meeting as it will not be possible to ad-
here to safety regulations and government guidance. 
 
If you do attend, please arrive 15 minutes early to be seated safely in time.  
 
Attendees must wear a mask, hands must be sanitised on entry, windows 
and doors will be open for ventilation and social distancing of 2m must be 
observed at all times.  
 
 
News from Debden Recreation Ground Trust 
 
The mound repairs in the play area are now complete and fencing has been 
removed.   
 
Unfortunately the play area has been subject to some unsociable behaviour 
recently, with a number of glass bottles being broken and strewn around the 
playground.  Any deliberate attempts to harm children will be taken extreme-
ly seriously.  If you have any information regarding this incident, please con-
tact one of the councillors or the police.  

 

mailto:pcclerk@debden.org


5ŜōŘŜƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ tǳƳǇ  WǳƴŜ нлнм 

6 

Poetry Corner 

Trudie Tagert has submitted this poem, which was written in lockdown 
when visiting was difficult in her mumôs care home. I am sure it will strike a 
chord with manyéé.. 

LOVE YOU MUM 

 
 O Mother dear where do you go  

 With long hard days and  fretful nights, 

 When you sleep I hope you rest 

 Or is your mind still in a mess 

 O Mother dear where do you go  

 With dates and memories that muddle you sooo 

 Past memories weôre happy to share 

 But sometimes I look for you and your not there, 

 O Mother dear where do you go 

 That smart woman with so much to know 

 So donôt be frightened and don't  be scared 

 Always know Iôll always care..... 

Do you remember ñWordpowerò??  

A Readers Digest favourite for as long as it has been in print. Challenge your 
knowledge with this selection from the May 2020 edition. Answers are on 
page 21 

1. Contraindicated: A: Rudely refuted. B: inadvisable for medical treat-
ment. C: Proven Wrong. 

2. Punctiliousness: A A devil may care bravado. B: exaggerated and 
outrageous cruelty. C: Strict attention to detail 

3. Bouleversement: A: Reversal. B: Celebration C:  critique 

4. Insurrectionist: A: Rebel. B:pessimist. C: Builder 

5. Anthropomorphic: A Having human characteristics. B: Frequently 
changing. C: Extremely old 



7 

5ŜōŘŜƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ tǳƳǇ  WǳƴŜ нлнм 

 



5ŜōŘŜƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ tǳƳǇ  WǳƴŜ нлнм 

8 

 
AN URGENT APPEAL FROM TANG TING 
 
I  have just received an SOS from Lachhya Gurung, President Tang 
Ting Community UK, telling of the effect of the Pandemic in Nepal.   
 
The country is now in a very desperate situation, similar if not worse, 
than that of its neighbour India.  Local doctors and health workers are 
reporting that the Pandemic is ñcompletely out of controlò, with hospital 
wards full to the brim, patients being treated in corridors and car parks.  
Oxygen supplies are non-existent and PPE diminishing rapidly. 
 
Hospital staff have been testing positive, leading to over 50% of doc-
tors and nurses being incapacitated.  The countryôs healthcare system, 
which even in ñnormalò times is at best rudimentary, has completely 
broken down.  Vaccinations are being administered at snail pace as 
the country is reliant on vaccine supplies from India and China.  Nepal 
is in complete lockdown.  Food supplies are precarious because of 
transport restrictions.  As the economy is almost completely reliant on 
tourism, the lack of income has impacted on the lives of many in the 
population. 
 
Due to Nepalôs mountainous terrain, a complete overview of the devas-
tation is impossible, but the WHOôs view of the Nepalese governmentôs 
statistics on deaths and positive cases are that they are way below the 
actual numbers. 
 
We at TTTA are desperately trying to gather information about the situ-
ation in ñourò village of Tang Ting.  What we do know is that many of 
the men who were working abroad, often in India and Bangladesh, 
have returned to the village and may have inadvertently brought the 
virus back with them.  We also know that Prakash Gurung, the Head of 
Tang Ting village is stranded in Pokhara, the main town below Tang 
Ting, but is unable to get to the village to obtain up-to-date information. 

 
We have sent a messages to the Siddhi Memorial Hospital that TTTA 
support, and to the village that residents of Wendons Ambo helped 
restore, but have not managed to get a response from them as yet. 
 
Help is needed to set up quarantine areas for people returning home 
from overseas, together with supplies of PPE and temporary treatment 
areas.  Debden Barns have very kindly volunteered to start fund-
raising and we would be grateful if any businesses in the area would 
be prepared to take a collection box.  We would also welcome any vol-
unteers to assist with the delivery of collection boxes. 
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Please email nc@nighthawk.co.uk (our preferred method of contact) but if 
that is not possible please call Nikki Callway on 01799 540881.   Any help 
however small would be gratefully received 
 
Tina Knight 
President of the Tangting Twinning Association 
 

 

Letters 
 
After 42 very happy years we have left the village.  As old age beckons and 
with our three children long since married and away, Richard & I felt it was 
time to leave our much loved Ducketts Farm, at the very far end of Debden 
Green, and move into ñthe big cityò as Mary Mays always called Saffron 
Walden!  Weôve found a very nice house up near the castle, but as it is half 
the size of Ducketts, and we have an awful lot of ñstuffò, itôs been a huge 
effort and we still havenôt found homes for all that weôve brought. 
 
Over the years weôve had fingers in a lot of pies, but, like the proverbial 
stone thrown into the water, that all becomes history very quickly.  We, 
however, shall always remember everyone and everything with great fond-
ness and continue to take an interest in all that goes on (Nina, please put 
us on the postal list for Parish Pumpé..of which I was a very early editor!).  
We can be found at Castle Pound, 14 Little Walden Road, so do pop in 
when in town. 
 
Paula Winter 
 

mailto:nc@nighthawk.co.uk
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District Councillorôs report to Parish Pump June 2021  

My last report and my newsletter circulated to Wimbish and Debden by hand 
last month brought about some interesting interaction with residents. Over at 
Wimbish people started to say ñhave you heard about the schoolò? So after I 
had had more than a handful of such comments I investigated in more de-
tail. If I told you ALL of the Governors had been sacked and the head had 
been off sick for several months you would hardly believe me, but thatôs 
what has happened. Obviously, investigations are ongoing, but I am trying 
my best to support all of the community through these difficult times. It would 
seem the theme about Communication that I put out triggered people to 
get things off their chests in both villages, lets have more of that please. 

At  Debden I was pleased to meet with the headmaster for a catch up ses-
sion. We talked about the new mini stage that they have fund raised for 
which you can see from the footpath as you walk by. Despite the Covid re-
strictions the school is dong well. I was pleased to hear that the Friends of 
Debden Primary Academy are active, which brings me to talk about the 
event they ran in the village over the holiday weekend called ñDebden Inspi-
rationsò. If you didnôt at least do part of the ñTrailò of discovery you missed a 
treat.  Congratulations to ALL involved. I bet lots of families had a lot of fun 
making the characters or making their displays. 

I recently attended a virtual meeting organized by EALC on the subject of 
ñYouth Engagementò, which is a subject close to my heart. There were 
speakers from all over Essex, many were Parish Council members talking 
about how they covered the topic in their area. There are obviously many, 
many older people who have skills they could pass on IF only they had the 
encouragement to do so. Active Essex talked about opportunities and citizen 
workshops. Some funding is available, along with possible work experience 
placements. They would be interested in hearing from people who might like 
doing a ñYouth Workers Apprenticeshipò. Of course, they would help with the 
DBS formalities and Risk Assessments involved. One speaker was con-
cerned that children have, over the last year, been deconditioned from phys-
ical activity so lets

 
hear and see them on the Recreation Ground to put that 

right. There are lots of activities that families can undertake if they are point-
ed in the right direction.  This is the Power of Play! 

Finally, the Uttlesford Local Plan is probably the biggest issue for this admin-
istration to deal with by 2023. In the initial consultation the public were able 
to play their part in the process, but more can be done. Here is the explana-
tion of how the Local Plan Leadership Group decided to go forward with a 
New Plan: 

ñThe Councilôs first consultation on the Local Plan has just concluded. This 
consultation was run in a different way from ónormalô consultations on a Lo-
cal Plan in that instead of the Council putting a document out with the Coun 
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cilôs ideas on the issues facing the district and the options for dealing with 
those issues, the Council instead asked the public and other stakeholders to 
tell us what they thought the issues were, and how they could be dealt with. 
This allowed people to have their say before any decisions are made and 
before a single line of the Local Plan is written.ò 

In the Officers report to the leadership group it seems they have had be-
tween 20-30 resident comments. These have come from the older genera-
tion, however this is all about the future of the younger people, so they need 
to be encouraged to have a say. 

Further details can be found on the UDC website under Agenda for Local 
Plan Leadership Group, Monday, 24th May, 2021. You can read about it on 
the website after this date to see the current situation.  As a resident its 
YOUR PLAN! 

Cllr Stewart Luck                                    Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk                                      
07874188395 

The Return of the ñWhatôs onò diary!!! 

June   

Plant Sale, Barltrops  Saturday 5th June, 2021 11am - 3pm 

July   

Progressive BBQ  Sunday 4th July, 2021 

Potato competition ñweigh inò  Saturday 17th July, 2021 

 

Church Thanksgiving service 

  

Sunday 18th July, 2021. 3pm 

 

Royal British Legion Classic car 
meeting, Carver Barracks 

  

Saturday 24th July, 2021 

August   

 

Closing date for sunflower grow-
ing competition 

  

Saturday 14th August, 2021 

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Debden  

Progressive BBQ 

 2021 

Sunday 4th July, 2021 

 
Following the disappointment of hav-
ing to cancel the annual Debden Pro-
gressive Supper, I believe for the first time ever, and fearing that winter 
2021/22 may put us in the same situation, we thought a safe way to have 
our annual jaunt round the village and meet up with some friends, both 
old and new, would be to hold an outside summer event instead.  
 
We therefore very much hope that you will be able to join in the Debden 
Progressive BBQ 2021 on Sunday 4th July, commencing at 3pm.  
 
For those not familiar with this annual extravaganza, and for those who 
know it well, we will do things a little differently in that those not hosting 
will be sent a text message on the day of the event to tell you your BBQ 
location. This is instead of the usual large gathering in the Plough.  Then, 
at 5pm, your host will inform you of your next venue for dessert (and 
probably another tipple or three !).  
 
The cost per head is Ã15 payable at time of booking and hosts will be 
reimbursed for the full amount spent on food, drink and, where applica-
ble, BBQ fuel.  Any surplus income over expenditure will be donated to a 
village good cause (applications welcome). 
 
You donôt have to be a couple to take part and donôt worry if you do not 
have the facilities to accommodate or cook for guests.  Itôs not compulso-
ry, although of course we will be looking for several volunteers to either 
host a BBQ or a dessert course  for a maximum of 6 people. 
 
If you have joined us in this before you should have by now received an 
email and application form which we look forward to receiving back by 
FRIDAY JUNE 11TH at the very latest.  If you would like to take part or 
are new to the village and have not received details please contact either 
jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk or maa.andrews@btinternet.com and we 
will be delighted to send you a booking form.  
 
For simplicity, groups will be put together as forms are received, so apol-
ogies in advance if, at either of the courses, your group contains the 
same guests as previous years.  A paper copy of the form can be provid-
ed if needed, just ask or call 07501444672 or 07743502832 and we can 
print you one off. 
 
Jane Langham & Margaret Hynes 
 

mailto:jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:maa.andrews@btinternet.com
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 9th Annual Debden 

 Potato growing  

 challenge! 

 

Remember the date! 

 

The big ñweigh inò will be held  

on Saturday 17th July, 2021 


