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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

After so many months of restrictions it is heartening to see featured in this 
magazine so many events taking place in the village. The Vintage and Clas-
sic vehicles event at Debden airfield, marking the centenary of the British 
Legion’s foundation, was a very enjoyable day for the many people who at-
tended and it was good to see familiar faces again and have a chat. Thanks 
to all the volunteers who organised such a successful event. (see pages 21 - 
23) 

Happily, The Plough has once again opened its doors now that restrictions 
have been lifted, and Hairy Al’s birthday bash has shown that Debdenites 
have not forgotten how to enjoy themselves! (see page 9) Long may it con-
tinue. 

The harvest is now under way, though a bit late due to challenging weather. 
Debden Church will be holding a Harvest Celebration on October 10th (see 
page 19). 

Sadly we live in uncertain times and the current news from Afghanistan is 
extremely disturbing: the speed that developments have taken place is 
astonishing. I imagine that many soldiers who served there must be wonder-
ing whether it was all worth it, particularly those who were injured, or lost 
friends and colleagues. The letter on page 5 mentions a recent BBC inter-
view with Jack Cummings, a veteran of Afghanistan, who was a bomb dis-
posal specialist formerly based at Carver Barracks with 101 Engineer Regi-
ment. 

On a lighter note, congratulations to the Ridout family who won the Tallest 
Sunflower competition with a massive 222cm plant and to Hester Hare who 
was not far behind with 219 cm. The prize was a £25 garden voucher. 

Thank you to those of you who have sent in their garden photos - a colourful 
display can be seen on the back page of this issue. 

Wishing you all a very enjoyable September. 

Kathy 
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What’s on in Debden 

September  

Wimbish  Church Flower Festival 
and thanksgiving service 

Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th Septem-
ber  

Debden Village Hall Trust AGM Wednesday 8th September 8pm 

The Plough Pub Quiz Wednesday 15th September 8pm 

DRG AGM Debden Village Hall Thurs 23rd September 8pm 

Parish Council meeting V Hall Wednesday 29th September 8pm 

October  

Harvest Celebration Debden 
Church 

Sunday 10th October 11am 

November  

Village photo competition closes Monday 22nd November 

Letters 
 

Thank you 

I was pleased to read in last month’s Parish Pump information about  
progress with the village hall and also comment concerning the pro-
posed housing development opposite Smith’s Green (See page 6 
&10 August Edition).   

These are important issues and concern us all, but in my estimation 
the information and opinions were expressed in a considered manner 
and directly addressed some key issues.   

I believe this spirit of openness and honesty is the best way forward 
and I hope will continue whatever our viewpoint.   

John Saxon 
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The view from my garden 

The other evening, I was in my garden talking to a neighbour about 
recent troubles in the world: how climate change is damaging the 
planet, the shooting in Plymouth and the desperate scenes at Kabul 
airport as the Taliban took control of Afghanistan. As we chatted, we 
both commented on the view from my garden: wide skies, acres of 
golden wheat and the green of Rowney Wood beyond. 

“Aren’t we lucky to be living in this bubble,” my neighbour said, taking 
the words out of my mouth.  

Often, terrible things happen far away, so distant from our comforta-
ble lives.  

Two mornings later one of those tragedies was brought closer to 
home. On BBC News, Victoria Derbyshire interviewed Jack Cum-
mings, a veteran of Afghanistan who served with 101 Engineer Regi-
ment, formerly based at Carver Barracks. Jack was a bomb disposal 
specialist in Afghanistan and lost both his legs in an explosion. Too 
many soldiers based at Carver Barracks doing a similar job to Jack 
have been killed or wounded in the same conflict.  

Jack said he was normally positive but now felt quite low, his mind full 
of questions. “Did I lose my legs for nothing? Did my mates die in 
vain?” He seemed reluctant to say it but his message for Joe Biden 
and Boris Johnson was that the sacrifice was not worth it. And yet 
he’d “do it over again in a heartbeat”, and his final thoughts were for 
the safe return of the Paras sent to evacuate British civilians and Af-
ghan interpreters who served with our troops. 

It made me think, and be reminded that the view from my garden 
seems more precious every day. 

A resident 
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Planning 

UTT/21/2144/FUL Okefield, Debden Green  

Proposed erection of one dwelling 

Comments: The access to the proposed site is considered dangerous and 
should be inspected by Essex Highways. 

UTT/21/2164/HHF 55, Wash Cottages, Thaxted Road  

Replacement garage 

Comments: None 

UTT/21/2283/OP Land at Roothers Farm, Debden Green 

Outline application with all matters reserved for 2 dwellings (Class C3), park-
ing, landscaping and all associated development. 

Comments: Approval of this application would change the character of the 
area by encouraging ribbon development from Telmara Farm/ The Willows 
all the way to Debden Green crossroads, making it more akin to a suburban 
road. It would also increase traffic on the bend on which Monks Lane joins 
Henham Road. 

UTT/21/2315/HHF Weffells, 2 Newhouse Farm Cottages 

Erection of single storey rear garden store extension to the existing garage. 

Comments: None 
 

UDC Local Plan 

Following the publication of the call for sites, Cllr O Brien attended the UDC 
Local Plan Workshop held on 26th July, and provided this short update: the 
UDC planners are now looking at locations to build. Garden village sites are 
still included. At present UDC still do not have a five year land supply and 
would like local councils to look at where smaller developments could be 
added.  

Debden Green and Hamperden End speed consultation 

There’s still time to respond to the public consultation survey on a proposed 
lowering of the speed limit through Hamperden End and Debden Green. 
Please see a reminder of the options on Debden Residents Facebook page/
Debden.org website or contact Cllr Lindsell if you have any queries (details in 
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back of Pump). 

Pavilion update 

The Chairman reported that the plans that had been updated by Plater 
Claibourne were sent to Sport England and they have raised some ques-
tions on allocation of the floor space and how many showers will be included 
in the space. Once Sport England has confirmed the plans are acceptable, 
the planning application will be submitted.   

Footpaths  

Overgrown footpaths in the village and Debden Green have been reported 
to ECC and it is hoped the working party may be able to assist with strim-
ming some of the paths. 

Bridge repair -  the bridge over the stream on footpath no. 42 (off Rook End 
Lane) has been replaced by ECC Highways 

Review of Councillors’ roles and responsibilities 

The list was reviewed and the following provisionally agreed:  

Open Spaces - Clive Bunting 

Allotments - Clive Bunting  

Playground - April Gardner  

Parish Pump - Charlotte Diggins 

Primary School - Charlotte Diggins  

Public Transport - Brian Lindsell  

Stansted Airport - Brian Lindsell 

Publicity/website update - April Gardner & Charlotte Diggins  

Finance - Stephanie Watson 

Planning - Jeanette O'Brien  

Village Hall - Jeanette O'Brien  

Pavilion - Stephanie Watson  

Rights of Way - Brian Lindsell  

Village Shop - Jeanette O'Brien  

Carver Barracks - Brian Lindsell 

Neighbourhood Plan - Jeanette O'Brien 
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Community Events - Stephanie Watson  

Neighbourhood Watch - Stephanie Watson 
 

Airfield Memorial, Carver Barracks 

The Airfield memorial at the end of the runway at Carver Barracks is on the 
edge of the parish on Essex Highways land. A plan is required for regular 
maintenance. Various ideas for maintaining the memorial were proposed but 
initially it was agreed that: 

• The Imperial War Museum at Duxford should be approached re a donation 
(a resident who was present offered to do this). 

• Ownership of the land and the possibility of a lay-by will be added to the list 
of items to be raised at the Zoom meeting with the ECC Cabinet member for 
Highways. 

• Cllr Luck will ask Wimbish Parish Council for their views and report 
back. 

• The PC would like to thank Edward and Robert Tetlow who cut the 
grassed area around the memorial and keep it tidy. 
 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, June 2022 

A working group will be formed to draft a plan for the event and further details 
will be available nearer the date. If you are interested in helping with arrange-
ments, please contact Cllr Watson.  

Next PC meeting 

It was decided not to hold a meeting in August. The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, 29th September, 8.00pm in the Village Hall.  

An update from Debden Recreation Ground  

New playground equipment has been installed in the park, thanks to the do-
nation from Debden  preschool . We look forward to seeing them used.  

 

DRG AGM will be held on Thursday 23rd September at 8pm in the Village 
Hall.  

C. Diggins 
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“Quite like old times” 

It was as though the clock had been turned back to pre-Covid times at the 
birthday bash for Alan ‘Hairy Al’ Shambrook at The Plough. There was live 
music, a buffet provided by Lizz and Chris and a gazebo and brollies in the 
garden to shelter from the occasional shower. The event attracted a crowd 
from the village, reminiscent of those traditional Friday nights, even though it 
was a Saturday. Alan says he’d like to thank everyone for coming and hopes 
they look forward to ‘the big one’ next year. 

“It was quite like old times”, as one of the village regulars commented. 

So, at last life in Debden is getting back to normal with the ending of most 
Covid restrictions. More evidence was provided by big crowds at Debden 
RBL’s highly successful classic car and steam engine rally at Carver Bar-
racks (see pages 21 - 23) with not a mask in sight. Car and steam engine 
enthusiasts and families defied a yellow weather warning, their forbearance 
rewarded with blazing sun. Let’s hope things continue this way. 

Stroller  

Alan provides the vocals to the sounds of  
The Rock-ola Rockets 
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Hedgerows 

Hedges have long been a significant feature of our landscapes. They 
reduce erosion and offer shelter and forage for livestock and wildlife. 
Over the centuries, nuts, berries, and herbs from the hedgerows have 
provided food and natural remedies too.  Woody material cut from pol-
larded hedgerow ash, elm and oak trees was once used as fuel or 
turned into useful objects.  

Hedges go back a long way: Roman farmers favoured a living hedge 
to mark out boundaries. Their value was recognised in 1567 guidance 
from the court at Felsted:  
 
“Any persons breaking any hedge or stealing wood be put next Sun-
day or holiday in the stocks for 2 hours at the least”. 

50% of hedges have been lost since the late 1940s as farmers en-
larged fields so bigger machines could operate, with the occasional 
forlorn oak tree as a faint reminder of a lost hedge. The former layout 
of hedges in any parish can be seen in 19th century tithe maps; com-
parison with current aerial maps will demonstrate what has been lost. 
The consequent loss of habitat is often blamed for reduction in spe-
cies and biodiversity. 

Today, hedges are again valued as wildlife corridors and as a way to 
lock up carbon. There are encouraging signs of new hedgerow plant-
ing, for example in Saffron Walden and beside the B1051 between 
Broxted and Thaxted.  

This summer, blackberry blossom has been much in evidence in the 
hedgerows so Autumn walkers may be in for a treat. Look out also for 
sloes that can be turned into delicious sloe gin. Many of our footpaths 
follow field edges beside hedgerows. If you are not yet familiar with 
the Society’s walk routes, please download one from our website – 
there are many to choose from and they range from 1 mile upwards. 

www.hundredparishes.orguk  

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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A Date For Your Diary 

 
Wednesday 15

th
 September 

 
The popular Pub Quiz at the Plough is back starting at 8pm. 

 
Sharpen your wits and your pencils and don’t be afraid to come 
along even if you don’t have a team - as you will be made very 

welcome on one of our existing teams. 

Field-edge path beside a hedgerow Gatekeeper butterfly 

Blackberries Fallow deer  emerge from a hedgerow 
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Dog Fouling, yet again 
 
To all dog walkers 
 
Will the dog walkers who feel it is polite to let their dogs deposit raw dog poo 
on footpaths or even worse collect their dogs poo in a plastic bag and then 
leave it on the path or hang it on a hedge, please desist. 
 
If this continues I will no longer mow the path in the hope that they will be-
come so over grown that they will become impassable, meaning they will no 
longer be able to use them. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Anthony Hudson 

Letters 
 

Classic Car Event 
 
I’m writing to thank John Arkwright, and Andy Pearce particularly, and 
all the committee and volunteers that helped make Debden Branch 
the Royal British Legion’s hundred year celebration classic car event 
at Wimbish airfield a success. I hope those that attended really en-
joyed the day.  

Thank you to all the exhibitors who brought their selection of vehicles. 
There are some excellent photographs and articles in the local press 
and in the centre pages of this magazine. 

It would be remiss of me not to thank Major Burgess and all the per-
sonnel at Carver Barracks who supported the event. 
 
Thanks to Stewart Luck who organised the Spitfire and Hurricane fly-
over. Great flying, Neil Oakman! 

As chairman of the branch I feel the work that John and Andy put into 
this event cannot go unrecognised. A huge thanks to you both. 

Mike Clarke, Chairman 

Debden Branch, The Royal British Legion. 
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Tennis is back! 
 

Hi everyone, well after the year we have had I 
am very pleased to say that the tennis courts 
are fully operational. The surface has been pro-
fessionally cleaned and the lines have been 
repainted.  

In the past we have run a fun social tennis in 
the month of September. We handicap the 
pairs as best as we can to try and even out the 
games and we run two leagues before the 
semifinals and final. It is a social event where there is a BBQ 
and refreshments, and for those that want to we have a cele-
bratory meal at the Plough in the evening. If you are interested 
please either DM me or visit the website and use the ‘contact 
us’ function: www.debdentennis.co.uk 
 
David Rose 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your require-
ments  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
 

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 

 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
 

mailto:rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
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Wimbish Church 
Flower Festival 

 
Weekend of 4th & 5th September 
Saturday 1-5pm  Sunday 2-5pm 

 
Service of Praise and Thanksgiving 

 Sunday 5pm 
 

Light musical entertainment 
Saturday BBQ, Sunday Cream Teas 

Home produce for sale 
 

Fine flower displays and a chance to be still and  
relax in the tranquillity of a beautifully decorated 

church and grounds 
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Harvest Celebration  
and Thanksgiving Service for our village of 

Debden 

 

 

 

Sunday October 10th at 11a.m. 

In Debden Church 

followed by a cold buffet lunch  

 

 

The Thanksgiving Service planned for 18th July was cancelled  
because of Covid rules,  so we are going to have a Harvest 
Celebration and Thanksgiving Service  on October 10th. 

Everyone is warmly welcome   
 

 

For Catering purposes please can you email:  

sally.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk  

to let her know if you plan to attend and how many will be in 
your party. 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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In January 2021 The Royal British Legion Debden Branch 
Committee wished to mark the Centenary of the Royal 
British Legion’s foundation and came up with the idea of 
holding a Classic Vehicle Event, ideally on the former 
World War II Airfield, adjacent to Carver Barracks, re-
nowned for its important role in the Battle of Britain. 
 
Over the next few months we set about the organisation 
and were greatly supported by Major Mark Burgess and 
his team at 33 Regiment and 35 Regiment, based at 
Carver Barracks, in order to make this possible. 
 
When the day arrived we had over 100 Vintage and Classic vehicles of all types and 
ages, registered to attend, including Military Vehicles, Vintage and Classic Steam Roll-
ers, Cars, Motorcycles, Tractors, a Fire Engine (thanks to Newport Fire Brigade) as 
well as food, refreshments, musicians, games, bouncy castles (thanks to Gordon Bell), 
a Church Cake Stand, a World War II memorabilia display (with thanks to Paul Hunt) 
and two Royal British Legion stands. 
 
As for much of this summer, the weather at 9.00 am on 24th July was cold, wet and 
windy and we feared that many of the vehicles would not arrive.  By 10.30 am the 
Classic Vehicle car parking area was full, the rain had stopped and we enjoyed sun-
shine for the rest of the day. 
 
The day just became better and better and there was much to enjoy, either viewing 
the vehicles and watching them drive around the track or participating in the various 
activities taking place. 
 
A highlight of the day was a fly past by a Hurricane and Spitfire which were expertly 
arranged by Stewart Luck. 
 
It was a great privilege to be part of a team from our community who all pulled togeth-
er to make this special day possible and our thanks go to the Royal British Legion 
Debden Branch Committee, the Volunteers and Marshalls who all took part, including: 
 
Mike Clarke (RBL Chairman), John Saxon, Richard Cawte (Master of Ceremonies), 
Val Riley, Paul and Mary Carter, Trudi Tagert, Tony and Andrew Knight, Hugh Web-
ster, Ken Thornton, Alastair Parry, Sally Arkwright, Nick MacKenzie, David Rose, Brad 
Bamfield, Mike Fairchild (photographer), Peter Jerman and Jeremy West. 
I would particularly like to thank Andy Pearce for his unstinting support and effort in 
organising the Event and the wisdom and advice of John Hunt representing the “Crank 
Up”, as well as Major Mark Burgess and his team at Carver Barracks for allowing us to 
use the airfield and the track, providing equipment and their considerable support to 
help make this day possible. 
 
It was also a great pleasure for us to have the opportunity of fully engaging with our 
local community and seeing many of them enjoying the day. 
 
With thanks and best wishes,   
       
John Arkwright                        (please see photos of the event  on the next pages) 
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Vintage car lineup The Team 

Cake stall Jaguar engine inspection 

Finishing Line Little and large 
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John Arkwright  ITV interview Anyone for tea? 

Classic motorbikes Rolls Royce parade 

Spitfire flyover Bob Cooper leading the tractors 

All photos courtesy of Mike Fairchild 
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Appeal for new Trustees 
Debden Village Hall Trust 

 
The Trustees of the Debden Village Hall Trust are looking for potential new 
Trustees, especially those with the following skills: secretarial, finance and 
project management. 
 
We would also love to hear from the younger generation as they will inherit 
the village hall in the future. 
 
These are exciting times to be part of the biggest change in the village for 
generations. 
 
Please take a look at the Charity Commission web site 
www.charitycommission.gov.uk and give me, or any of the Trustees , a call 
for an informal no obligation chat. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Richard P Cawte 
Chairman, Debden Village Hall Trust 
01799 543 048 
 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Debden Village Hall 

Trust will take place on 
 Wednesday 8

th
 September at 8pm 

 
At this time, we do not know if the AGM will be in the hall or via the Zoom 
platform. 
 
To express an interest in attending please send an email to debdenvhbook-
ings@gmail.com and details will be sent out nearer the time. 

 

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

The Post Office is open from Monday to  
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm  

 

 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk
mailto:debdenvhbookings@gmail.com
mailto:debdenvhbookings@gmail.com
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SUNFLOWER COMPETITION  
RESULTS  

Congratulations to the Ridout 
family. Their Sunflower reached 
222 cm high and is still not in 
flower! 

Hester Hare, Age 6, was pipped 
to the post and came second 
place with her sunflower measur-
ing 219 cm.  

The winning prize was a £25 
garden gift voucher. 

If you have grown sunflowers this summer collect some seeds and store in 
a brown envelope or small paper bag and place 
in a dry, dark place, ready to plant next Spring. 
You can leave the rest as a tasty snack for the 
birds. A big thank you to those who entered 
the competition. 
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Debden Church Letter 

Dear Friends 

As I write in early August, gathering the harvest has just 
begun, at least in some fields round about here and be-
tween the thunderstorms.  By the time you read this, we will 
be advertising our Harvest and Thanksgiving services in the villages.   
Although traditionally thanksgiving has been more directly focused on the 
crops recently gathered, this year in particular we probably ought to be re-
flecting more widely on what we should be thankful for. 

Our society is much more globally integrated than it ever used to be.  We 
delight in all year availability of salad crops and tropical fruits as well as 
products and services from all around the world.  Never have we been so 
aware of this than in this time of pandemic when supplies of PPE and vac-
cines have been critical.  There was also the glitch in the supply chain in 
March this year when the ship Ever Given ran aground in the Suez Canal 
and our container ports became choked with the back log.  We really ought 
to be grateful for the intricate supply chain that for much of the time works 
faultlessly in the background to supply not just our needs but our wants too.  
All workers in the food supply chain were rightly called key workers. 

You would be welcome to join us in our Harvest celebrations this year 
(details elsewhere in the magazine) where we trust we will be able to sing 
our favourite Harvest songs.  I wonder what yours is?  ‘We plough the fields 
and scatter’  ‘Let us with a gladsome mind’ ‘Come ye thankful people come’  
These are very traditional songs about gathering crops, the beauty of crea-
tion and of God gathering all people to himself. Indeed, we are encouraged 
by Jesus himself to bring God’s love and care to all in need. (Jesus said, 
‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’ 
Matthew 9:37,38). 

I did though come across a more recent hymn, ‘Praise God for the Harvest’ 
written by Brian Wren (1996).  It includes thanks for the harvest in our fields 
of course, but also for food from around the world, for the mined resources of 
the earth and for the innovation and skill of humankind.  Here are the words 
of verse 4: 

Praise God for the harvest of science and skill 
The urge to discover create and fulfil 
For all new inventions that promise to gain 
A future more hopeful a world more humane 

Do join us for our Harvest Festivals this year.  We will give thanks for many 
things, including our food harvest, but also for the work of those who have 
helped us during this time of pandemic, the words from that verse being par-
ticularly apt. 
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The last verse of Brian Wren’s hymn is about reaping a harvest of mercy, 
love, freedom and justice.  I pray this harvest in particular is gathered 
where it is needed and that we may all help to bring it home. 

Best wishes 

Revd John Saxon 

Church Services and Events 

Most Sunday Services are livestreamed via Zoom. 

Joining details for Zoom are : ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036. 

If you are unable to link to our livestreamed Services, please try 

www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org 

Changes to our Services may be found at 

www.debdenchurch.org.uk or www.wimbishchurch.org.uk 
Sunday and Family Praise Services are non-Eucharistic Services 

with readings, hymns, prayers and responses. 
Thursday Holy Communion services followed by refreshments and time to 

chat 

Date Holy Day Time Service 
Loca-
tion 

Sun 29 Aug Trinity 13 09:15 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Thu 2 Sep  10:00 AM Holy Communion (said) Debden 

Sun 5 Sep Trinity 14 05:00 PM Flower Festival Praise Wimbish 

Thu 9 Sep  10:00 AM Holy Communion (said) Wimbish 

Sun 12 Sep Trinity 15 09:30 AM Family Praise Debden 

Sun 19 Sep Trinity 16 09:30 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sun 26 Sep Trinity 17 09:30 AM Holy Communion Debden 

Sun 3 Oct Trinity 18 11:00 AM Harvest Festival * Wimbish 

Thu 7 Oct  10:00 AM Holy Communion (said) Debden 

Sun 10 Oct Trinity 19 11:00 AM Harvest Festival * Debden 

* A Harvest and Thanksgiving Service followed by a Harvest lunch in 
church. 

Please see harvest posters and church websites for further details 

http://www.debdenchurch.org.uk/
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

Debden Gardens 2021 Photos  

 

Calling all gardeners and photographers!! 

Following the success of your beautiful photos during last 
year, photographs are being invited for Debden Gardens 2021 
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be 
published in the Parish Pump.  Now that our gardens are 
blooming, albeit with all the rain!, this is the perfect time to 
get snapping again. See some of your photos on the back page 
of this edition. 

Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these 
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gar-
dens. So do please keep them coming and send them to my 
email address below.  Thank you all so very much. 

Hilary Davey 

Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com  

          
debdengardens2021 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

With all restrictions officially lifted we are still taking great care in our 
services, keeping windows and door open and wearing masks inside.  
However, we are now able to sing indoors, which feels a great step 
forward in our worship together.    

One of the well known hymns we sang recently is “And can it be” by 
Charles Wesley.  The 4th verse relates the story of his turning to 
Christ, likening the experience to that of a prisoner dramatically set 
free. 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee.  

 

In John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress, we read that the subject of 
his story feels the heavy burden fall away from his back and  
tumble far away as he came to the cross.  He had come to realise 
that the burdens of his sin had been taken away by Christ’s sacrifice 
for him on that cross.  May we all experience that forgiveness and 
peace that comes from meeting and accepting Christ in our lives. 

We continue to meet each Sunday at 11am, please feel most  
welcome to come and join with us. We are delighted to be planning a 
Harvest thanksgiving for next month.   

 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale                                                                                                                   
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

 

William Wilberforce 

 

While we realise that slavery in many forms still sadly exists in the 
world today, the story of William Wilberforce and his  dogged deter-
mination to have the slave trade abolished is remarkable.    

He underwent an evangelical conversion in 1785, regretting his past 
life and resolving to commit his future life and work to the service of 
God.  Wilberforce’s conversion confirmed his desire to follow an in-
dependent parliamentary career rather than accept the compromis-
es that would arise from a position in government.  

In May 1789, he made his first major speech on the subject of aboli-
tion in the House of Commons, in which he reasoned that the trade 
was morally reprehensible and an issue of natural justice. It was 
defeated.  

He and others continued to promote abolition for the next seven-
teen years but saw all of his many Parliamentary bills defeated. He 
had introduced a motion in favour of abolition during every session 
of Parliament from 1791 onwards. Finally, in 1807 after eighteen 
years of hard work, Wilberforce at last saw the fruits of his labour 
and the slave trade was abolished in Britain by a massive majority 
of 283 votes to 16. Eventually, just four days before his death in 
1833, Parliament passed a vote to abolish slavery throughout the 
British Empire.  

Wilberforce had experienced God’s grace, and was determined to 
pass it on to others, even when it proved exceedingly difficult.  
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Protect your dog from being stolen 

Our dogs are members of our families and when a dog is 
stolen it is very distressing for both owner and pet. To try 
to reduce the risk of this happening follow the guidance 
and keep your dog safe. 

Protect your dog against theft 

 Ensure rear garden gates are locked at top and bottom with a shoot bolt 
and padlock. Consider fitting a bell or gate alarm as well. Do the same to 
any outside kennels. 

 Make sure the garden boundary (fence, hedge etc) is secure so that no 
one can gain entry or pull your dog out or your dog cannot get out on its 
own, check your garden on a regular basis.  

 Consider driveway alarms to alert you of visitors or use monitored CCTV/
Alarm systems to areas around any outside kennels. These will alert you if 
anyone is close by. 

See the home security pages on the Essex Police website 
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ for further advice. 
Avoid leaving dogs in the garden or outside kennels if you are not 
home, and keep your dog in view whilst in the garden, don’t leave him 
outside unsupervised. 

Never leave your dog secured alone, outside a shop. This makes them 
vulnerable and a tempting target for opportunist thieves. 

Avoid leaving dogs in cars alone and NEVER leave a dog in a car on a 
warm/hot day. 

Your dog should be microchipped and registered with current infor-
mation. Use a collar and dog tag displaying contact details (don’t put your 
dog’s name on the tag use your surname). 

Take plenty of good, clear photographs of your pet so that it can be 
easily identified. Take photographs of your dog from various angles and 
update them regularly (i.e. with groomed coats and when not recently 
groomed). Make a note of any distinguishing features. Also take lots of pho-
tographs of yourself with your dog, to help you to prove ownership if needed. 

Train your dog to come back when called and never let them off the lead if 
you are not sure they will come back to you. If in doubt, use an extending 
lead, especially if you are in an unfamiliar area where your dog may get eas-
ily lost. 

Be aware of and report all suspicious vehicles or people to 101 or report 
online to the police. Ask your neighbours to do the same. There have been a 

http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
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few reports of dogs being called and dog owners being distracted by some-
one, whilst the thieves try to take the dogs. 

Fake RSPCA Inspector? In the press there have been reports of fake 
RSPCA staff seizing dogs. RSPCA staff have no powers of entry or seizure 
to do so they must be accompanied by a police officer. See: 
www.rspca.org.uk/-/news-advice-to-the-public-after-people-impersonate-
rspca-staff  
Don’t buy any dogs from social media sites or any person where appropriate 
documentation (ownership etc, pedigree papers etc) cannot be provided. 
This increases the demand for stolen pets. Report all suspicious dog sales to 
the police on 101 or Trading Standards. 

Don’t give details of your pets, your location or your walking locations out on 
your social media platforms. 

Take care when choosing someone to care for your dog if you are going 
away from home or need a dog walker whilst you go to work. Use a reputa-
ble company or boarding kennels and check references for people who pro-
vide dog or house-sitting services. 

If you breed puppies for sale, take details of anyone you are inviting in to 
view before they arrive, perhaps have a video chat? Try to have two people 
present from your home whilst viewing takes place and limit the numbers of 
people you allow in at a time. Show the puppies in one secure area, limit 
access to other areas of your house or property.  

Safety while out walking your dog 

 Don’t forget to take your mobile phone with you, but don’t be distracted by 
calls, texting, or listening to music while walking your dog, pay attention to 
your surroundings. 

 If possible, walk with a friend. 

 Beware of strangers asking you questions about your dog. 

 Vary your times of walks and routes; to avoid dogs being targeted during 
walks.  

 If your dog is suspected stolen, it is important to act quickly.  

If your dog is missing and you believe it has been stolen, report it to the po-
lice on 101 or online report a crime www.essex.police.uk/ . Note the crime 
reference number provided, and also advise your local authority of the theft. 
However, if a crime is in progress, don’t hesitate dial 999. 

Notify the dog microchip database provider and report the theft to 
www.doglost.co.uk/ or their Facebook page. They coordinate thefts for each 
(continued on page 39)  

http://www.rspca.org.uk/-/news-advice-to-the-public-after-people-impersonate-rspca-staff
http://www.rspca.org.uk/-/news-advice-to-the-public-after-people-impersonate-rspca-staff
http://www.essex.police.uk/
http://www.doglost.co.uk/
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Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly 
and kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Help with Mental Health 

This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new regula-
tions may affect your mental health.  
 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available: please see Livewell's mental health resources 
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-well-
being/ 

(continued from page 35) 

county and offer advice and support. There is no single national missing ani-
mal database to report lost dogs so to ensure a widespread appeal consider 
giving the same information to all of them. 

Police do not take reports of lost or found dogs or those that have run off, 
these should be reported to the local authority and missing animal data-
bases.  

Visit places where dog walkers go such as local parks and public places and 
talk to people, asking them to keep an eye open for your dog 

Make posters and display them in areas local to your home and also in rele-
vant places such as vets, local parks etc. The poster should include a clear 
photograph and details of the circumstances. 

Make sure local vets are aware in case someone takes your dog in for treat-
ment. 

Contact local animal shelters and rescue charities and send them posters to 
display. 

Losing a pet due to theft or other reasons is a traumatic event. Blue Cross 
operates the national Pet Bereavement Support Service which can be con-
tacted on 0800 096 6606 (8.30am – 8.30pm) or by email: pbss-
mail@bluecross.org.uk  

Consider joining Dog Watch run by Essex Police via email stating your 
home district: -  essex.watch.liaison.officers@essex.police.uk 

Or see: -   
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-
schemes-initiatives/ 
 

SJAS12032021                                                                                                                             

mailto:pbssmail@bluecross.org.uk
mailto:pbssmail@bluecross.org.uk
mailto:essex.watch.liaison.officers@essex.police.uk
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/


Debden Parish Pump  September 2021 

40 



41 

Debden Parish pump  September 2021 

                      DC report to Debden from UDC Cllr Stewart Luck  

I have been away on a short break so I sent my apologies to the last full 
UDC council meeting. That was Dawn French’s last meeting and she has 
now left office. The interim CEO Robert Tinlin will run UDC until a new CEO 
is recruited and put in place later this year. 

Our newly elected Essex C.C. member Cllr Martin Foley sent his apologies 
to the last PC meeting however he intends to visit Debden early on in his 
term of office. He represents 20 Parishes at ECC and you can imagine the 
workload just visiting them all.  I know he had 130 emails just on the subject 
of potholes. If anyone does need to report a dangerous highway matter 
please get in touch with myself or Cllr Foley by phone preferably. On anoth-
er note you might like to rain praise through Martin onto ECC Highways for 
resurfacing the Debden Green to Henham Road where it was in very poor 
condition. 

Like myself Cllr Foley is actively dealing with updates on speed limits and 
supporting Speedwatch groups. Recently Essex C.C approved a revised 40 
mph stretch of road for Wimbish but now residents want that project 
changed. Cllr Foley says if Wimbish revisit it now the funding will be pulled 
from the project. His message to Wimbish  is “count your blessings and re-
apply to modify it later”. So in future, let’s make sure that what we ask for is 
what the majority of the village REALLY want. There is a lesson for us all for 
when Debden makes its own requests for speed limits and maybe traffic 
calming: Cllr Lindsell take note. 

I am still banging the drum about preventing rural crime and working with 
others to raise awareness of any aspect of it. The “Coffee with Cops” event 
held next to Debden Post Office in July was very successful. The team also 
visited EVERY farm in Debden & Wimbish to raise awareness of measures 
we can take to reduce opportunist crimes. Not securing property by leaving 
doors open with high value equipment on view was an example.  Another 
topic that concerns us all that has not been associated with Debden in the 
past is anti-social behavior. Perhaps like everything else the problem might 
be attributed to Covid. That might be true with many people living in each 
other’s space and getting on peoples nerves. So be aware and proactive 
before someone does something nasty that we all regret. As your Cllr I will 
play my part to maintain democracy & law and order. Never be afraid, share 
the problem by phoning 999 and involve the police if you feel the need, be-
fore it’s too late.  

I can be contacted by email or phone within reasonable hours. 

Best wishes,  
 
Cllr Stewart Luck     07974188395     Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk                                                

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbour-
hood plan) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Pavilion, Finance) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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Photo by permission of the Watson Family 


