
  

 

In this issue: 

Village Hall update  - pages 6 - 8 

Wimbish Church flower festival - page 18 

Big Butterfly Count 2021 - page 21 

Potato growing competition results - pages 22 and 23 

Debden Gardens photos - page 44 

Photo: Sue Bird 

Kathy Brown Debden Brownies Litter picking Photo: A Bannister 



Debden Parish Pump  August 2021 

2 

T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the editor 

As this edition goes to print we are now officially in 
“unlockdown” where most of the legal restrictions we have 
been observing have been lifted. As with the whole Pandemic 
saga, there are mixed views across the board on whether the 
right actions are being taken at the right time. 

Apart from businesses such as nightclubs, which have been 
closed for the whole period and are keen to re-open, I suspect 
that most folk will still be cautious for a while yet, in an anx-
ious bid to not have to revert to another lockdown if we can 
help it. We have come so far, and there have been so many 
terrible repercussions already, that we do not want to re-visit 
any of it. 

In Debden, we are slowly starting to come together and this 
edition reports on a very successful Progressive Barbecue, 
and the results of the 9th Annual potato growing competition, 
which was as keenly contested as ever!  Thanks to all those 
involved in organising those events for trying to make things 
as “normal” as possible. Hopefully, as the school holidays 
start and the weather improves, more events can be planned 
and enjoyed by all. 

The village hall features heavily in this edition and hopefully 
the comprehensive detail supplied will give us all the confi-
dence to get on and complete the project as soon as possible.  

Enjoy the summer holidays and keep safe and well. 

Marion 



Debden Parish Pump  August 2021 

4 

 

 

Progressive Barbecue 

As dawn broke, the rain clouds over Debden sent everyone into a panic and 
gazebos were distributed to those without, and hurriedly raised. However, by 
afternoon the clouds had gone and the sun shone as the smell of cooking 
started to waft around the village.   

The usual pre dinner gathering to discover where the first course would be 
served was replaced with a text message, and at 3pm the parties began. 
Following hearty meals ( with only one confession of burnt sausages) and 
plenty of free flowing wine and beer the BBQ hosts opened their pre-
delivered envelopes.  These revealed the split up of existing groups who then 
departed to a new host to enjoy dessert and the obligatory glass or two ( or 
three !) of liquid refreshment.  Although there was no fixed finish time,  ru-
mour has it that some groups - you know who you are ! - were still going 
strong as the evening drew in. 

Margaret and I were touched to receive so many messages saying what a 
great day it had been to be able to have some sort of normality return to the 
village, albeit a little different than usual. 

Thanks to our 10 great hosts and all those who took part and it was also 
lovely to have one couple join in who only moved to the village a week ago - 
obviously the reputation of Debden so-
cials preceded their arrival !   

After refund of meal expenses, and the 
generosity of some not claiming, we are 
able to donate £145 towards the cost of 
replacing the broken benches in the chil-
dren's playground and £145 to the Deb-
den brownie pack. 

Jane Langham  
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What’s on in Debden 

August  

Tallest Sunflower deadline Saturday 14th August 

Butterfly count deadline Sunday 8th August 

September  

Wimbish  Church Flower Festival 
and thanksgiving service 

Saturday 4th/Sunday 5th September  

Debden Village Hall Trust AGM Wednesday 8th September 8pm 

November  

Village photo competition closes Monday 22nd November 

Proposed Solar Farm at Cutler’s green 

LoCarbon have updated their dedicated website for the ‘Cutlers Solar Farm 
and Battery Storage project’ which has just gone into the Planning Dept at 
UDC. The key planning documents and a summary of the project can be 
found at: https://cutlersolarfarm.commonplace.is/ 

There are contact numbers for you to get in touch with any questions or con-
cerns: 

Freephone number 0800 054 1074 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm) 

Email: cutlers@pagasusgroup.co.uk 

Alternatively you can view the proposal on the UDC Planning portal : 

www.uttlesford.gov.uk/planning 
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DEBDEN NEW VILLAGE HALL 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER  

 

Debden Parish Council has called for the community to unite behind the 
current plan to build the new village hall on the site of the old pavilion.   

At the June meeting, the council appealed to village organisations and resi-
dents to put the interests of the community first, end the debate about 
where the hall should be built and support efforts to complete the project 
before it’s too late. Because of its condition, the 100-year-old village hall is 
likely to be condemned within one to two years. 

Chairman Cllr. Steph Watson reminded residents why it was supporting the 
current plan. She addressed head-on the challenges the project faced and 
why continued opposition and delay undermines Debden’s chances of ever 
realising a village hall.  

“The council was elected in May 2019 with a mandate to put the vil-
lage hall project back on track after a four-year stalemate. That re-
mains our resolve. We urgently need a new building as the social hub 
at the heart of the village.”  

The authority for the current plan is the 2019 mediation agreement, the 
result of two years of negotiation and providing a way forward for the 
stakeholders involved. The agreement explicitly states that the new hall will 
be built on land occupied by the pavilion and that a replacement pavil-
ion must be provided. 

“When we were elected, we made it clear the council would abide by 
the legally-binding mediation agreement to get the project moving,” 
said Cllr Watson. 

Over the following two years the parish council, Debden Village Hall Trust 
(VHT), Debden Recreation Ground (DRG) and the New Village Hall Group 
have worked determinedly to unblock historical obstructions and charity 
law issues, including signing off a land exchange agreement, currently in 
progress, between the VHT and DRG to implement the mediation agree-
ment and secure the future of the shop. The VHT appointed architects 
Plater Claiborne in 2019 to design the new hall.  

The MoD grant of £236,400 via the Armed Forces Covenant Trust 
(AFCFT) remains with the Village Hall Trust. The AFCFT had asked for it 
to be returned because of delays to the project. The VHT has explained to 
the AFCFT and to UDC, who administers the grant, that it is legally entitled 
to retain the money and that the reasons for delay were beyond its control.  

Following receipt of the MoD grant, the VHT has continued to fundraise, 
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bringing the total to date to £414,000, of which £48K has been spent on 
architect fees for design, planning and surveys. 

With community approval gained by ballot following a Public Consultation 
over 3 weeks from Feb-March 2020, the council voted unanimously to apply 
for a government loan from the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) for up 
to £400,000 to ensure back-up funding for the project in the event of a 
shortfall. This was overseen by EALC - Essex Association for Local Coun-
cils whose oversight is a requirement to apply to the PWLB. 

The recently revised design and specification of the new pavilion, to be 
located adjoining the eastern side of the new hall, has the support of Sport 
England. Value engineering has reduced the cost of the project to approxi-
mately £155- £200K.   

Why is an alternative site not viable? 

 
The VHT has explained to the Debden Residents Community Group that 
the alternative scheme to rebuild on the site of the existing hall is not viable.  

• The plan is not fully costed by a Quantity Surveyor. The design is not 
detailed enough to provide exact measurements and it does not in-
clude ventilation system costs under new build regulations. 

• There is no business plan or any hard evidence of significant funding.  

• It is not designed to reflect the requirements of the users or the ele-
ments that the public consultation survey results asked for. 

• The Debden Residents Community Group has neither responsibility 
for the hall nor does it own the land it occupies.  

• Although slightly smaller in design, it would require additional land 
currently occupied by the playground (25m

2
) and recreation land for a 

pathway (60 m
2
) and would need Debden Recreation Ground and 

Charity Commission consent. Where will the play area equipment be 
relocated to?   

Parish Poll: The recent village hall parish poll was held on May 20
th
 2021 

and was called by 10 residents in an attempt to gain support for the alterna-
tive site.  Such polls are not legally binding but, can provide a useful tem-
perature gauge on local issues when conducted clearly and equitably. Un-
fortunately, the poll had a low turnout and was further undermined by the 
ambiguous question. A last-minute attempt was made to clarify the question 
in a flawed leaflet delivered selectively to residents less than 24 hours be-
fore the poll. 
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“After several failed attempts over some 30 years to build a replace-
ment village hall, we have one final opportunity to achieve that goal. 
An alternative site is just not a viable option.” 

“Our current plan is achievable if the community can pull together. It 
will be a fantastic and long-overdue facility that everyone, especially 
future generations, can enjoy. It’s time to stop the debate and for 
everyone to support our efforts and help to support this project with 
fundraising.” 

“We don’t underestimate the challenges ahead, in particular, the 
amount we still have to raise in the face of escalating costs, but it is 
possible. We have expert skills within our project team, the support 
of professional architects, chartered and quantity surveyors and a 
community that could really make a difference and help regenerate 
the heart of Debden.” - Cllr. Watson 

A fact sheet is included with this issue and on debden.org and face-
book.com/debdenpc 

Please direct any questions, queries or concerns you may have to the 
Parish Council..  We will be pleased to help.  
 
Email:pcclerk@debden.org • Tel: 01799 540587 

Parish Council News 

 

Volunteer group 

Good news for Hamperden End and Debden Green footpath users 

 Before the summer is over ECC Highways intend to oversee some 
footpath waymarker post works (date TBC).  

The works will be carried out by our community volunteer group. If 
you live in Hamperden End or Debden Green we'd love to have 
you along to lend a hand. Contact Cllr Brian Lindsell 01799 
542569. 

The benches on the recreation ground have recently been renovat-
ed.  Thank you to all those involved.  
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Pavilion update 

Plans for the pavilion have now been received and will shortly 
be made available for public viewing on the website or from the 
Parish clerk.  

Annual Accounting Statement 2021-21, Section 2 

The annual accounting statement was approved and signed at 
the June meeting and the notice of public rights for the period 
1st July – 11th August has been posted. 

 

Planning applications 

UTT/21/1704/HHF Weffells, 2 Newhouse Farm Cottages 
Single storey rear extension to dwelling and single 
storey rear extension to existing garage. Proposed 
landscaping works. 

No comments 

 

UTT/21/1831/HHF Brickle House, Walden Road 
Single storey extension with rear build form amend-
ments, new fenestration, and internal alterations. 
No comments 
 

UTT/21/1833/FUL Land west of Thaxted Cutlers Green 

Lane 

Construction and operation of a solar farm comprising 

ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) arrays and bat-

tery storage together with associated development, in-

cluding inverter cabins, DNO substation, customer switch-

gear, access, fencing, CCTV cameras and landscaping. 

 

UTT/1908/FUL- Howe Barn, Newport Road 

Erection of storage barn. 

Response will be circulated for members comments/

approval and sent to the clerk by 6th July. 
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Uttlesford District Councillor’s Report 
August, 2021 
 

I have recently been asked about my apparent 
change of tack regarding the proposed 25 dwell-
ing development in Debden so I thought I would 
explain my reasoning.  
 
As the DC I am representing Wimbish and Debden residents inter-
ests. Talking to some of them, I found out that a number of them 
were expecting to have a change circumstances and could require 
a new home locally. As you know there is very little available at 
the moment.  
 
The fact that 25 new homes would bring in young families to the 
village was another plus. The more children go to the local schools 
the more people there are to take an active part in the community, 
more people to pay tax etc etc. There is not room here to make 
more justifications, but you get the picture. The positives out-
weighed the negatives, so I, as Ward Councillor, supported the 
development. 
 
It should be noted that I am not a member of UDC Planning Com-
mittee and it was they who actually made the decision to approve 
the outline plans. They are all Councillors from the various political 
parties on the UDC council and work to the National Planning Poli-
cy. 
 
Although some might be new Councillors, like me, elected in 2019 
and therefore could be called inexperienced, we have all had a lot 
of training from UDC which equips us to do the tasks in a profes-
sional manner, which offsets that claim. 
 
It is untrue to say that the inspector rejected this scheme at ap-
peal . He rejected the scheme that proposed 36 dwellings. I hope 
that short explanation is helpful for you all. 
 
We are now moving on to the challenges of delivering what is best 
for the community and that, by invitation, involves you. 
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The Parish Council and I will be sitting down about the time you 
read this to talk to the developers and planning authorities about 
these things. The architect has already told me they plan a high 
specification development.  
 
Perhaps you have some ideas that you would like to see incorpo-
rated? if that’s the case write to the clerk expressing your thoughts. 
Do it now! There is a possibility that some money is set aside for 
use in the village and that will be part of negotiations as well. 
 
R4U were voted in on a manifesto that included the provision of in-
frastructure, so I intend to deliver on that pledge and others that 
were made to you all. 
 
Next! A few weeks back a group made up of all the Councillors of 
the Westminster political parties called for a vote of no confidence in 
the running of UDC by the Leader and Cabinet members.( I am a 
backbench Councillor  at UDC and so was not directly implicated.) 
The case was heard by full council and the recordings were subse-
quently released to the public via the UDC website. The accusa-
tions were deemed unfounded and rejected. 
 
By their actions, the leaders of the Liberal party who proposed the 
notion and the Greens and Conservatives who signed the requisi-
tion are shown up to be totally out of touch with reality. 
 
What’s more, they have wasted hours of the Councils time and 
money on a matter they had no evidence of ,or chance of winning a 
vote on. I hope you will remember this in two years time at the next 
elections. (Nb the two Independent Councillors from Chesterford 
voted with R4U). 
 
Remember that Debden Parish Council meetings are now held in 
the village hall on a Wednesday evening at the end of the month. I 
hope to see more of you attending. Meanwhile , if you have points 
to make please write to the PC Clerk , CC myself if you wish and we 
will do our best to reply in a timely manner. 
 
Councillor  Stewart Luck 
08974188395 
CllrLuck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 

mailto:CllrLuck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Parish Poll 

It was interesting to see published in the July edition of the Pump, the 
results of the Debden Parish Poll relating to the location of the Deb-
den Village Hall, and that the majority of the voters  preferred to have 
the New Village hall built  somewhere within the current  boundaries 
of the recreation ground here in Debden. 

Whilst I realise that the result is not a legally binding one, it is reas-
suring to those of us wishing to attend and support  the New Village 
Hall for meetings, social gatherings/functions and other things such 
as table tennis, Pilates, band practice etc etc  that there is now some 
small comfort to know  that when the New  Village Hall is built  it 
is  now much  less likely that we will have to either get in our cars or 
travel by taxi ,coach or train and have to travel all the way to Lough-
ton to participate in these various gatherings  (especially as there are 
frequent hold ups on the M11.) 

So I think a big thank you goes out to all of those 160 + peo-
ple  that  made the  sacrifice and gave up their spare time and made 
the effort to go out and vote on that day. 

Thank you 

M J Green, Debden Resident 

Letters 

Current, Current or Current? 

The word "current" is defined in the Collins English Dictionary as "of 
the immediate present" (e,g, current economic climate), or "most re-
cent or up-to-date" (e.g. the current edition). How this can be misin-
terpreted is unclear.  Perhaps someone would explain how "the cur-
rent location of the village hall" can be in doubt, as I'm confident it 
hasn't changed its location since it was built 99 years ago. 

Roger Manser, Glebe House, Debden 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your requirements  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

 

 
Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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Wimbish Church 
Flower Festival 

 
Weekend of 4th & 5th September 
Saturday 1-5pm  Sunday 2-5pm 

 
Service of Praise and Thanksgiving 

 Sunday 5pm 
 

Light musical entertainment 
Saturday BBQ, Sunday Cream Teas 

Home produce for sale 
 

Fine flower displays and a chance to be still and  
relax in the tranquillity of a beautifully decorated 

church and grounds 
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 The final portion of Debden Primary’s summer 
term is always one of the most exciting and busy 
times of the academic year, and we have had a 
number of compelling events and activities taking 
place over the past few weeks:  
 
We were delighted to raise Cystic Fibrosis aware-
ness last Friday by the whole school wearing yel-
low and bringing a donation. The event was par-
tially led by one of our students in our Frogs 
class, who spoke articulately in our assembly about life with CF. You 
may have seen that he even made it into the paper, along with a cou-
ple of his classmates!  Last Thursday saw the sun come out for our 
school sports day. Sadly this year, due to Covid restrictions, we were 
unable to invite parents in but we took lots of photos to be able to feed 
back what a great time the children had. Many of the Kingfishers chil-
dren, years 5 and 6, have been completing their ‘Bikeability’ course 
this week, and a number of them will be hoping to qualify with their 
Level 1 and Level 2 awards, enabling them to ride safely in off-road 
and single lane road environments. 
 
We had our moving up day last Friday which enabled all students to 
have some time with their teachers for September and the new mix of 
children that they will be with. We also had our new Reception class 
come for the first time for a ‘stay and play’ session. We are hugely 
excited to be welcoming them full time in September. Our older King-
fisher students have a very busy time ahead of them and are fully im-
mersed in rehearsing for an end of year production of Roald Dahl’s 
Fantastic Mr Fox, which will be performed on the last day to parents. 
They will also be having a trip to Thetford Forest next week where 
they will have a day of outdoor activities, including the ‘Go Ape’ 
treetop assault course and a meal at Yuva restaurant with parents as 
a final farewell. 

We look forward to a new academic year in September once staff and 
pupils have had a well-deserved summer break. Let us hope we have 
some sunshine to go with it. 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning 
&  

Stone floors, Upholstery, 
Rugs 

A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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Did you know?? 

 

The big butterfly count 
2021 

The Big Butterfly count is a UK 
wide survey aimed at helping us 
assess the health of our environ-
ment simply by counting the 
amount and type of butterflies 
( and some day flying moths) we 
see. 

Butterfly scientists will use the data gained over a three week 
period to assess where conservation efforts should be concen-
trated in the future. The data is crucial to butterfly specialists 
wanting to learn more about the population and habits of vari-
ous butterflies. 

This year’s Big butterfly Count is running from 16th July to 
the 8th August, 2021. 

If you want to take part you can download the app and submit 
sightings during the period. 

• Download the handy butterfly ID chart to identify the but-
terflies you spot. 

• Choose a place to spot butterflies and moths.  

• Watch for 15 minutes then record what species you see. 

• Add your counts on the website, or via the app and look at 
the fascinating interactive map to see how your data is 
contributing to conservation science and research. 

• https//bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org 
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The 9
th
 Annual Debden Potato Competition was judged in the blazing sun-

shine of the hottest day of the year. My two fellow judges – Senior Appren-
tice Dave Wilson and (soon to be promoted) Junior Apprentice Ian Rust 
toiled away in tons of compost and soil to find every last tiny, potato while I 
supervised and recorded the weights. 

We were regally hosted as we wandered around the village and, as always, 
the competitors were very generous with liquid refreshments. The potato 
variety this year was Sharpe’s Express  and with the results finally being 
announced in the Plough garden, we all had a thoroughly good day. 

First place went to 3 times winner Dave Wilson (we do wonder how much 
input comes from Cousha though) with a massive 17kg . Second place went 
to Ian Rust with 16kg, and third place to last years winner, Clive Bunt-
ing ,with 13.6kg. 

Largest potato was won by Chris Clarke and the fought over “Mr Potato  
Head” (for the lowest recorded crop) was masterfully won by Stuart 
Gostling.  An excellent day, and my thanks go to all the competitors, my fel-
low judges and villagers who joined us along the way. 

Brad Bamfield 

(With thanks also to Mike Fairchild and Michele Perrett for photographs  ed) 

The 9th Annual Debden potato growing competition 

  The Results!! 
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Love in a mist Pelargoniums 

Edelweiss 

Wisteria 

Alliums and roses Rosa rugosa 

Jon-

Secret garden 

The winning crop! Every potato counts! 

Mr, Potato head , with his ecstatic  

new owner,  Stuart Gostling 

Weighing is a scientific  

business 

Onlookers vouch for fair play The results! 



Debden Parish Pump  August 2021 

24 

 

 
 

Appeal for new Trustees 
Debden Village Hall Trust 

 
The Trustees of the Debden Village Hall Trust are looking for potential new 
Trustees, especially those with the following skills: secretarial, finance and 
project management. 
 
We would also love to hear from the younger generation as they will inherit 
the village hall in the future. 
 
These are exciting times to be part of the biggest change in the village for 
generations. 
 
Please take a look at the Charity Commission web site 
www.charitycommission.gov.uk and give me, or any of the Trustees , a call 
for an informal no obligation chat. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Richard P Cawte 
Chairman, Debden Village Hall Trust 
01799 543 048 
 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Debden Village Hall 

Trust will take place on 
 Wednesday 8

th
 September at 8pm 

 
At this time, we do not know if the AGM will be in the hall or via the Zoom 
platform. 
 
To express an interest in attending please send an email to debdenvhbook-
ings@gmail.com and details will be sent out nearer the time. 

 
 

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

 

 

The Post Office is open from Monday to Thursday between 08.00 and 
12.30pm  

 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk
mailto:debdenvhbookings@gmail.com
mailto:debdenvhbookings@gmail.com


25 

Debden Parish pump  August 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a recent visit to Thaxted’s Tourist Information Centre, I could not resist 
buying their new set of postcards, featuring some of the town’s well-known 
views. Nowadays, it is quite unusual to see postcards for sale – and even 
rarer to receive one in the post. How times have changed. 

Picture postcards became extremely popular in the UK after the introduc-
tion, in 1902, of the format with a picture on the front and a divided back - 
half for the address and the other half for a message. Pictures were gener-
ally black and white, but sometimes coloured. Popularity waned after the 
First World War but it remained customary to send postcards to family and 
friends from somewhere visited on holiday or a day out. That custom has 
now almost died out, no doubt due in part to the availability – albeit only in 
this century - of more immediate means of exchanging messages and 
photos electronically. 

Many people used picture postcards for sending short messages. Until 
1918 it cost only an old halfpenny to send a card – that’s 480 cards for a 
Pound (today’s price is 66 pence per card). In those early days, there 
could be as many as five postal deliveries in a day, at least in towns, so it 
was not unreasonable to expect a reply the same day.  

It wasn’t just seaside towns that sold postcards; almost every town and 
village had its own postcard or set of postcards.. Many of those old cards 
have survived. They often provide a revealing insight into our past and into 
an earlier way of life, for example buildings, roads, transport and dress. 
Views shown are of Saffron Walden High Street and Wendens Ambo, 
Church Path.  

Ken McDonald, Secretary. 
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Debden Church Letter 

Dear Friends 

.I enjoy gardening and I know many others do around the 
village.  I don’t think mine is quite up to Open Garden 
standards though!  The other day I noticed growing up 
through the netting I have put around my raspberries that 
there were wild grasses nearly as tall as I am.  Around some of the paths 
along the edges of the fields there are abundant grasses and wildflowers 
growing vibrantly too.  Perhaps the weather conditions have been good this 
year and bodes well for a good harvest. 

Of course, if I had been diligent, I could have kept the grasses around my 
fruit canes under control.  It would have been simple enough to cut them 
back regularly.  Now they are integrally woven with the net I put to protect 
the fruit.  Cutting the grass back now would inevitably tear the net and my 
ripening raspberries would be easy prey for the birds. 

Life can be like this too.  We are faced daily with little tasks to do which we 
often put off because there seem to be other more important and urgent 
things to do.  Putting off actions now may realise unforeseen consequences 
in the future.  This reminds me of a well-known prayer about facing the 
many and difficult choices we have come before us day by day – the prayer 
of serenity.   

God, grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot change... 
Courage to change the things I can, and Wisdom to know the difference. 

August is a very different month with schools broken up for summer and 
holiday time for many of us.  We will no doubt have different choices to 
make about how we use our time and energy.  Whether it be a simple deci-
sion about what to do in the garden, or a more sincere issue such as how to 
exercise our personal responsibility in the face of lifting restrictions with the 
Covid pandemic, I pray we may we all choose wisely for ourselves and for 
others too. 

Enjoy the summer whatever you choose to do. 

Best wishes 

Revd John Saxon 

PS Many people supported our Plant Sale and we have been offered a gen-
erous grant from UDC via Stewart Luck to go towards buying equipment and 
a data contract so we can continue to offer worship services on-line.  Thank 
you all very much.  Sadly, we had to postpone our ‘Celebration and 
Thanksgiving Service’ in July, but we will do something in the Autumn along-
side our Harvest Service.  More details to follow next month 
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St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden and All Saints Wimbish 

    

Church Services and Events in 2021 

    

Most Services are livestreamed via Zoom. 

Joining details for Zoom are: ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036. 

If you are unable to link to our livestreamed Services, please try 

www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org 

Changes to our Services may be found at 

www.debdenchurch.org.uk 

** Sunday Praise is a non-Eucharistic Service 
with readings, hymns, prayers and responses. 

          

Date Holy Day Time Service ** Location 

Sun 1 Aug Trinity 9 09:15 AM Sunday Praise * Wimbish 

Sun 8 Aug Trinity 10 09:15 AM Sunday Praise * Debden 

Sun 15 Aug Trinity 11 09:15 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sun 22 Aug Trinity 12 09:15 AM Holy Communion Debden 

Sun 29 Aug Trinity 13 09:15 AM Details to follow Wimbish 
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

Debden Gardens 2021 Photos  

 

Calling all gardeners and photographers!! 

Following the success of your beautiful photos during last 
year, photographs are being invited for Debden Gardens 2021 
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be 
published in the Parish Pump.  Now that our gardens are 
blooming, albeit with all the rain!, this is the perfect time to 
get snapping again. See some of your photos on page 44 and on 
the front page of this edition. 

Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these 
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gar-
dens. So do please keep them coming and send them to my 
email address below.  Thank you all so very much. 

Hilary Davey 

Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com  

          
debdengardens2021 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

With Covid restrictions being lifted we’re still taking careful 
precautions.  One thing we can do is to sing hymns outside 
and we have been doing this accompanied by Paul Baker with 
his accordion.  This is a big step forward for us, singing is one 
of the things we had most missed during the pandemic.   

Our visiting speakers are coming back to help us and this has 
been a great encouragement.  Albert Gunter from Harlow is 
one of our regular speakers and he also recently emailed me 
this remarkable story of the discovery of a valuable coin.  The 
prophet Jeremiah encourages us to seek God, in Jeremiah 
chapter 29 verses 13 and 14 he proclaims: 

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your 
heart. I will be found by you,' declares the LORD."  

God asks us to seek Him. He longs to be found by us.   

 

God bless, 
  Simon Gale                                                                                                                     
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Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 if you would like us 
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time. 

 

Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

 

Finding Treasure 

 

Let me tell you the true story of a man while 
walking his dog on a riverbank in 
Bedfordshire found an ancient gold penny. 
After examining it, coin expert Richard 
Bishop said, “It is quite simply the most 
important single coin find for a century. We fell off our chairs when we 
realized what it was.” The penny is 1,200-years-old and bears the 
image of Coenwulf, an Anglo-Saxon king whose reign was between 
796 and 821AD.  “There is no way of putting a price on it because one 
has never been found before. It is unique.”  

Unique it was, for the coin brought £200,000 at auction, making it the 
most expensive British coin in history. It was no accident that the dog 
walker found the coin. He is an amateur metal detector enthusiast. He 
has an eye for metal and coins on the ground. He is always looking 
and waving his metal detector over the ground, even while walking his 
dog. There must have been hundreds or thousands of people who 
walked right over that coin and never found it. 

The point of the story is that if you don’t purposely look for good 
things, you will never find them. It takes effort. Jesus said that the 
kingdom of heaven was like a treasure hidden in a field or a pearl of 
great price. You have to be looking to find treasure which is hidden. 
You have to open a lot of oysters to find a special pearl.  
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Two pheasants hiding from anyone with a shotgun! 

 
As you would expect, the female knocks on the door looking hungry and ap-
pealing. Not far behind, taking advantage of her bravery, but resplendent in 
his full colours, comes the male. Of course I am going to feed them, knowing 
all the time they will eventually be someone’s dinner! 

Cousha Wilson 

'Dog Poo - Again (still)!! 

What makes some people think their dogs have a right to foul our public 
footpaths?  I, and members of the U3A ramblers, are regular walkers on 
Debden footpaths and recently this problem seems to have become worse. 

It is surely public knowledge that dog faeces carry Salmonella, Campylo-
bacter, tapeworm and the very dangerous E,coli, which can result in death, 
particularly of a child. Another point ,while I'm on the subject:,  anyone who 
lets a dog lick their face - where has that tongue been recently .... need I 
say more? 

Drastic action is now called for as a walker recently stepped in some of this 
mess outside my house. I imagine they thought it was my fault, but my dog 
has gone to a better place. However, we now have reason to believe who 
the culprit is and the next time it is observed, action will be taken!! 

Name and address supplied 

. 
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2021 Summertime Home Security Advice 

With the removal of most Covid19 restrictions, and as we start to spread 
our wings a little, don’t get complacent with your home security. Unfortu-
nately there are those that will take advantage of this newfound freedom to 
seek opportunities to commit crime. 

Even if you are at home, home working or enjoying a ‘staycation’ still con-
sider your home security, for as it gets warmer, we see a rise in the number 
of “Creeper Burglaries” where burglars take advantage of open gates, win-
dows and doors. An open or insecure garden gate will provide the thief with 
access to the back of your home. Before going out or turning in for the 
night don’t forget to check all doors and windows, someone may have 
closed it, but did they lock it?  A few tips for keeping your home secure: 

• Don’t attract a thief with insecure pedal cycles or cars or gates on 
display.  

• Keep side or rear gates, sheds and garages shut and securely 
locked. 

• Doors : Don’t leave any accessible external door open or insecure. 
An opportunist thief could pop in and anything lying around would be 
gone.  

• Windows: If you have unoccupied rooms that are accessible to oth-
ers from outside, or off flat roofs, make sure the windows are closed,. 
If you need ventilation in these rooms whilst at home at least lock the 
larger window and only have the small window open, even during the 
daytime. Car keys - don’t take them to bed with you, where possible 
leave them in noisy drawer/location. Keep the keyless car fobs in a 
“Faraday” bag. 

• If you do hear a suspicious noise in the house that you are not happy 
with dial 999 and make a noise or shout out, it could cause any in-
truder to flee. They may not have known you were home. Remem-
ber, your life is more important than your property. If safe to do so, 
get a good description of the person/s and, if possible, the car index 
number and direction of travel. 

• Make sure that, in case of fire , keys to windows and doors are 
readily accessible to occupants at all times, but not in view of 
possible burglars. 

For further crime prevention advice see: www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-
prevention/  or  www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-
advice/ensure-your-home-is-secure  

http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
http://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice/ensure-your-home-is-secure
http://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice/ensure-your-home-is-secure
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Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years 

Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly 
and kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.  

Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com 

 

mailto:debsdigby@gmail.com
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Help with Mental Health 

This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new regula-
tions may affect your mental health.  
 
Remember, you are not alone. 

There is support available: please see Livewell's mental health resources 
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-well-
being/ 

 

Grannies 

 

A granny is a lady who has no children of her own 

therefore she loves the children of other people. 

Grannies have nothing to do 

they only have to be there. 

If they take you for a walk they go slowly 

past all the beautiful leaves and caterpillars. 

They never say “come along quickly”, or “oh hurry up for 
goodness sake”. 

They wear glasses and sometimes can take their teeth out. 

They can answer questions like “why do dogs hate cats?” 
and “why is God not married”? 

They do not mind reading the same story over and over 
again. 

Everyone should have a granny. 

Grannies are grown ups who have time. 
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Keeping the Community Safe 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of School, Matt Hawley, and members of Debden Primary Acad-
emy youth council were among visitors to a presentation by the       
Uttlesford Community Safety Partnership at Debden Recreation 
Ground last month.  

The partnership has made a number of visits to the village, giving residents 
the chance to discuss, over a cup of coffee, a wide range of issues includ-
ing the work of the police, rural crime prevention, fire precautions and child 
safety.  

The partnership is supported by the police and fire services, the Farmers’ 
Community Network, Neighbourhood Watch, representatives of UDC with 
responsibility for community safety matters, and the Council for Voluntary 
Service Uttlesford (CVSU) who brought along their 'Drinks with Community 
Links' mobile café.  

Mike Fairchild. 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)                                     
Church Street……..01799 528555                                                          
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 
Val Riley……….  01799 543048 
Email:  debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

 
Airport 
Noise Complaints………0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion) 
Vacant position 
(Finance & planning) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587 
Email: pcclerk@debden.org 
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Photo by permission of the Watson Family 

  
 


