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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page Ã18.00 Half page Ã12.00 Quarter page Ã10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 ϦtǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ !Řǳƭǘǎ 
 ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎϦ 
 
CƻǊ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ WŀƴƛŎŜ IŀǊŘƛƴƎΦ            

/ŀƭƭ лмтфф рннмпр ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜΦ 
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From the Editor 

óRemember, remember the fifth of November, gunpowder, treason and plotô 
goes the traditional rhyme. Bonfire night is a celebration of the foiling of a 
plot to blow up parliament in 1605 - and incredibly, the tradition still per-
sists, even though it has long lost its original meaning. These days bonfire 
night is generally a large organised fireworks display, enjoyed by many on 
a dark winterôs evening - a cosy family outing. 

November is also the month when we think of the people who have died in 
wars. Armistice or Remembrance day, on the 11th November, will be 
marked by the laying of wreaths at Debden Memorial Hall by the children of 
Debden school. The ceremony will continue outside the Yuva with a two 
minute silence at 11 am. There are pieces on the theme of Remembrance 
on pages 21-23 of this issue. 

How many of you spotted the error in last monthôs harvest competition 
where the wrong answer was given? The challenge this month is to explain 
how that happened! See page 24 - you could win a prize! 

Now that the nights are drawing in itôs nice to sit in front of the fire with a 
good book. Ann Bannister has reviewed some of the books enjoyed by her 
book club on page 25. óShuggie Bainô, by Douglas Stuart, is a favourite of 
mine. 

There is advice from Citizenôs Advice Bureau on pages 5 and 11 on keep-
ing your home warm and how to get financial help if you need it during 
these difficult times. 

Thank you to all of you who have sent in lovely photos taken in their  
gardens. Spot the odd one out among the flowers on the back page! 

Have a very enjoyable November. 

Kathy  
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Parish Council News 

 
PC meetings for the remainder of the year are October 27

th
, November 24

th
 

and December 22
nd
 at 8pm in the Village Hall.  

 
Call for Speedwatch volunteers 
We are keen to recommence Speedwatch operations in Debden. Perhaps 
we could join forces with Wimbish who already have a small enthusiastic 
team? Carver Barracks civilians have also offered to get a team together to 
join with Debden and Wimbish villages. Please get in touch if you can spare 
a couple of hours a month to help keep the hotspots in our parish safe.  
 
Dog poo signs and new bin in the high street 
We have purchased additional signs to remind dog owners to be responsi-
ble. The bin in the High Street near the bus shelter which was removed for 
repair will shortly be replaced and the PC will be discussing suggested sites 
for additional bins at the next meeting.  
 
Volunteers for Queenôs Jubilee Weekend Celebrations 
If anyone would like to be part of the Debden Fete committee, or help in 
organising celebrations for the Queenôs Jubilee Weekend June 2

nd
 ï 5

th
 

2022, please contact Cllr Gardner agardner@debden.org 
 
New Tubs 
3 new tubs will be purchased to replace deteriorating tubs and the flower 
tub in Thaxted Road which was destroyed after it was hit by a vehicle. 
 
Update from Cllr Martin Foley at the October PC meeting 
Cllr Foley spoke about potholes being repaired quickly, drain covers and 
catalytic converters being stolen once again, with the converters able to be 
tagged. Drain unblocking maintenance is behind causing some flooding. 
Funding schemes awaiting funding will be funded in the Spring and Ut-
tlesford are to match fund by Ã200k projects with ECC from next May. 

 
Planning 
UTT/21/2821/HHF ï refused on the grounds of urbanisation and having a 
negative impact on a rural setting. 
 
UTT/21/2164/HHF - had been approved. 
 
UTT/21/0766/HHF Marbel Cottage, High Street. Erection of Side and rear 
first floor extension ï No objection 

 
 
. 
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Keep Warm this Winter 

Rising fuel bills and other household expenses are putting pres-
sure on many familiesô finances. But there are still ways in which 
you can cut costs and maximise your income this winter.  

If you rely on heating oil to heat your home it is more important 
than ever to shop around. If you have internet access, use a price compari-
son website such as www.boilerjuice.co.uk before placing your order so you 
have a good idea of the going rate.  Alternatively ring a few suppliers and 
ask for their óbest priceô - donôt assume they will automatically offer you their 
most competitive tariff and donôt be afraid to haggle!  Joining your local 
heating oil club can be another great way of finding savings. Speak to your 
Parish Council or neighbourhood group or go to www.uttlesford.gov.uk and 
search for óoil clubsô. 

The power market is changing rapidly at the moment. Many energy compa-
nies are struggling, so you won't find as many tariffs as normal. If you are 
coming to the end of a fixed price deal and canôt find a better tariff than the 
one youôre on itôs probably better to roll onto the standard variable rate and 
wait, as you will currently be protected by energy regulator Ofgem's price 
cap.  
 
If your energy supplier goes out of business, youôll still have gas and electric-

ity. Donôt switch tariff or supplier until your account is automatically moved to 

the new supplier as you might find it harder to get any money youôre owed if 

you switch before this happens. In the meantime, take regular meter read-

ings (keeping dated photos, if you can). If you have an online account, log 

into it, check your balance and download any bills, or keep paper bills in-

stead. 

 
You can find more advice about your energy supply, including where to find 
help if you are struggling to pay your bill, at www.citizensadvice.org.uk.  For 
a wealth of information to help you get the best deals on your household bills 
go to www.moneysavingexpert.com  

If you canôt access the information you need online or you need more spe-
cialist support, the energy specialists at Uttlesford Citizens Advice can offer 
advice on a range of areas, including winter benefits and cold weather pay-
ments, the warm home discount scheme, energy efficiency measures, home 
improvement grants, switching energy suppliers and the priority services reg-
ister; they can also help people to manage fuel related debt and access 
emergency support if needed. Call 01799 618858 or email  
warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk 

http://www.boilerjuice.co.uk
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com
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The Gunpowder Plot 

ñPlease to remember the Fifth of November, gunpowder, treason and plot. 

We know of no reason why gunpowder treason should ever be forgot.ò 

This traditional rhyme appeared soon after the failed plot to ignite barrels 
of gunpowder beneath the House of Lords on the occasion of the state 
opening of Parliament by King James I on 5th November 1605.  

The man found with the gunpowder was Guy Fawkes, one of a group of 
English Catholics whose intention was to assassinate the Protestant King 
James so that one of his young Catholic children could assume the throne, 
thereby restoring a Catholic monarchy.  

Some 400 years later, the preservation of the monarchy and parliament is 
still celebrated by many with a bonfire and the burning of a Guy.  

Like other major events in British history, there is a link with The Hundred 
Parishes. In this case, the primary link is Sir William Waad (pronounced 
Wade) of 17th-century Battles Hall in the parish of Manuden. Waad, who 
lived from 1546 to 1623, had pursued a distinguished career in the service 
of the Crown and in 1605 held the position of Lieutenant of the Tower of 
London, responsible for those held prisoner there and specifically for the 
interrogation of prisoners. The king gave permission for the use of torture, 
including the rack, to assist in this questioning. It was not long before most 
of the plotters were rounded up, interrogated, tried and executed by being 
publicly hung, drawn and quartered for their involvement in the Gunpowder 
Plot. 
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Manudenôs most famous former resident is remembered on a tablet inside 
the parish church.  

There is a second local link to the Gunpowder Plot. It is believed that 
Tiptofts, a 14th-century house in Wimbish, may have been used as a meet-
ing place by the conspirators. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary  www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
 

 

Pets and Fireworks 

There is no escaping fireworks at this time of year. They are an integral part 
of bonfire night and New Yearôs Eve, and are popular too at smaller  
celebrations. 

But while we enjoy watching the colours fill the night sky, 
our pets are often left terrified by the noise and flashes, 
and it is important that pet owners know how to keep their 
animals safe and calm during this time. Here are some 
suggestions: 

¶ If you plan to set off fireworks, let your neighbours know in advance. 

¶ Walk your dog before the fireworks are set off and keep him on a lead 
in case he bolts off. 

¶ Feed your pets well before the fireworks start. 

¶ Donôt leave your dog alone if heôs suffering from fireworks anxiety. 

¶ At nightfall close windows and curtains to muffle the sound of fire-
works and minimise the light and flashes. 

¶ Put on some music or the TV to mask the noise. 

¶ Provide safe hiding places in your home for your pets. 

¶ Make sure your pets canôt escape if thereôs a sudden noise - have 
them microchipped just in case. 

¶ Donôt confine your dog or cat to one room as they may hurt them-
selves trying to get out. 

 

ÚÚÚ 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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        Christmas Dinner           

  

It may well be that thanks to the lifting of restrictions, this year 
we will all be able to share Christmas Day with family and/or 
friends. However if for any reason you are unable to do this 
and will be on your own, we are very happy to share some of 
our Christmas Dinner with you. If you would like us to bring you 
a Christmas meal of turkey, stuffing, roast potatoes, vegeta-
bles, gravy, bread sauce, cranberry sauce and a light pudding, 
with perhaps a mince pie or two, round about 1.30pm, please 
let me know.  

 

Hilary Davey (SW 542717)     
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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News from Debden School 

We are already nearly a month into the new academic year ï where has 
the time gone?! As I have visited each of the classrooms, I note that all the 
children are thriving in their new classes, and the school feels more busy, 
engaging and purposeful than at any point I can recall before ï it makes 
me feel extremely proud of everyone! 

We have been busy appointing some key pupil positions within the school 
which have included electing School Council members from each of the 
classes and Sports Ambassadors with the older pupils. The Sports Ambas-
sadors will be helping support and run activities to promote co-operation, 
teamwork, and fitness during lunchtimes as well as having input in the nu-
merous sporting activities that the school takes part in in the wider commu-
nity. They will also be 
doing some training 
over the coming 
weeks to help them 
prepare for their new 
role. 

The School Council 
electees will meet reg-
ularly with a staff 
member to talk about 
any new ideas they 
might have for school 
improvements and to 
discuss and help or-
ganise fundraising 
activities within the 
school. 

The children in our Frogs and Dragonflies classes were able to enjoy a 
Stone Age Day here in school this term. They had an introduction to ar-
chaeology uncovering stories of the past and carrying out their own mini 
dig followed by exploring real and replica stone age tools before recreating 
them in clay. Finally, they looked at prehistoric cave paintings and were 
encouraged to create their own using natural materials. The children were 
encouraged to come to school dressed in Stone Age costumes and they 
didnôt disappoint! I think itôs safe to say that they all had a óYabba Dabba 
Do Timeô!! 

Mr Matt Hawley  

Headteacher 


