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Seasons greetings to all our readers! 
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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

‘As we come towards the end of another extraordinary year, it 
seems that life may be returning to a semblance of “normal”, 
but just not quite yet. When we thought that things might be 
settling down, pandemic issues are still with us. Travel re-
strictions, booster vaccinations, mask wearing and social dis-
tancing are all still uppermost in our minds, not to mention the 
other problems in the wider world which seem to be ever pre-
sent.  

However, we see in this edition that village activities are tenta-
tively resuming, which are perhaps small steps back to the 
more carefree times of 2019! Everyone came together in num-
bers to attend the various remembrance day  events which al-
so commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Royal British 
Legion. On Saturday 4th December the village Christmas tree 
lights will be turned on, followed by refreshments and a hog 
roast (see page 19).  

Christmas services in church will be resuming and offers of 
Christmas lunches all serve to remind us of more normal 
times. In addition, there are details of events already planned 
for 2022 on page 21, which we all hope will be a better year.  

In the meantime, may I thank everyone who has been involved 
in maintaining the production of this magazine this year, in 
these challenging times, and wish everyone a safe, happy and 
Covid free Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New 
Year. 

Marion 
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. 
 

 

Begin Christmas celebrations by  

joining us for our village church 

 Christmas Carol  Service 

on 

Sunday December 19th at 6.30 pm 

 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be 
available in the church  

from 5.30 p.m. 

 

All welcome. 
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Bags of treats  

at Halloween 

There were more treats than 
tricks (fortunately) at this year’s 
Halloween as the little ones 
went round the village selecting 
houses with welcoming candles 
and pumpkins on the doorstep 
and did their best to frighten the 
life out of willing victims.  

The reward was mostly sweets 
but also some healthy fruit. A 
few of the trick-or-treaters even 
had carrier bags to ensure a 
good haul! 

Stroller  

 
Fancy some company at Christmas? 
 
Café Cornell are offering a free Christmas lunch 
to anyone who will be alone on  
Christmas day.  
 
If you would like to book or give them a hand – 
please call on 07535609248. 
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100 years of Remembrance  

  

I would like to thank the residents of Debden 
and Debden Green and Wimbish  for their sup-
port and donations towards the Royal British 
Legion’s Remembrance weekend events, and 
also for helping us celebrate our 100th birthday. 
It certainly has been a year of mixed emotions 
and events. 

I would also like to thank Major Mark Burgess, Major Richard Begg, the Pa-
dre and all the soldiers of Carver Barracks, Andy Pearce, Richard Court, 
Trudie Tagert, Harriet Holder, all the branch committee, the Parochial 
Church Council , the Scouts, Cubs, Brownies and Isaac  Reeve,  the bugler, 
for helping make the Act of Remembrance  Service on the 14th of November 
one to remember. 

Thanks also to Squadron Leader Mark Bird and the band of 56 Squadron 
ATC for a musical finish to our commemorations and birthday celebrations. 
and  to the Headmaster, teachers and pupils of Debden Academy and bu-
gler John Shaw for  a very special and intimate Armistice Day commemora-
tion at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. 

We did Remember them.  

May I take the opportunity to wish you all a safe, happy and prosperous 
Christmas and  New Year.  

Kind regards , Mike Clarke 

Chairman Debden branch , The Royal British Legion 

Isaac Reeve 
played Last Post 
and the Rouse 

RBL’s ‘There But 
Not There’ stands 
guard outside the 
church 
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The Scouts were delighted to be a able to attend the Remembrance parade 
on Sunday. The Beavers, Cubs and Scouts absolutely loved it! A chance for 
them all to get out in the community and show our support for a charity and 
cause which is so very close to our hearts, with most of our leaders and chil-
dren coming from Camp.  

Rory Wilson. 1st Thaxted-Carver Scouts GSL 

 

Children at the heart of Remembrance 

 ceremonies 

Children played a central role in Debden’s Remembrance commemorations 
this year. On a mild but damp Thursday morning, Remembrance Day re-
turned to normal after Covid restrictions were lifted.  

Children from Debden Academy, along with residents and representatives 
from Carver Barracks assembled in front of Yuva for the two-minute silence 
before parading to the war memorial outside the village hall, accompanied 
by the Royal British Legion standard.  

There, the children read out the names of the Fallen from the parish and 
planted wooden crosses in their memory. Wreaths were laid by Steph Wat-
son, chair of Debden Parish Council, Mike Clarke, chairman of Debden 
Branch RBL and Major Mark Burgess.  

Scouts, Brownies and local children attended the Remembrance Sunday 
service, some taking part to help the congregation to reflect on the day.   

A selection of photographs of the various remembrance events are shown 
on page 44.  

The Scouts, Beavers and Cubs also played their part! 
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Wearing their medals with pride  

Among the medals on parade at this year’s 
Remembrance events were those worn by 
Ted Boatman and his wife Laurel. Ted wore 
his own medals including one marking his 
involvement in the Suez crisis in 1956 as 
well as those of his father who served in 
Afghanistan in the First World War. Laurel 
wore medals belonging to her father who 
died in India in 1945.Ted, who was a bom-
bardier in the Royal Artillery and also 
served in Germany, was born in Debden in 
1935, later moving to Wimbish.   

 

 

 

Last Post sounded by John Shaw, cadet  
instructor with Essex Army Cadet Force on Remembrance Day.  

Carver Barracks was represented by Major Mark Burgess, with WO2 
Evan Gallagher and Captain  Tony Dale (pictured).  

At the Remembrance Sunday service, the names of 20 personnel from 
35, 101 and 33 Engineer Regiments who lost their lives in conflicts in-

cluding the Falklands, Iraq and Afghanistan were read out by Sgt David 
Stevenson.  
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        Christmas Dinner           

  

It may well be that thanks to the lifting of restrictions, this year 
we will all be able to share Christmas Day with family and/or 
friends. However if for any reason you are unable to do this 
and will be on your own, we are very happy to share some of 
our Christmas Dinner with you. If you would like us to bring you 
a Christmas meal of turkey, stuffing, roast potatoes, vegeta-
bles, gravy, bread sauce, cranberry sauce and a light pudding, 
with perhaps a mince pie or two, round 
about 1.30pm, please let me know.  

 

Hilary Davey (SW 542717)     
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com 

 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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Parish Council News 

 

 

Commemorative Stone, Debden Airfield 

Budget provision is to be made for annual general maintenance of the 
plaque and renovation to the gold lettering in future years (to be split with 
Wimbish PC). 

Phone boxes in Debden and Debden Green 

It was agreed at October’s meeting to set up the phone box in Debden vil-
lage as ‘The Exchange.’ The box will have designated shelves for books, 
seedlings and information on local walks and the local area. The box at Deb-
den Green will be planted up as a floral display.  

Village pond recap 

The weed which is suffocating and destroying the pond life is spread by hu-
mans and animals. At present treatment options are limited. Treatment with 
Roundup has been shown to have some success and if used carefully is not 
harmful to wildlife, or it can be smothered by black plastic to starve it of light, 
but this would potentially be harmful to other species and life in the pond. A 
full report is available on request. Costs for treatment of the pond by an ex-
perienced company (and to reduce the possibility of spreading it further) will 
be included in next year’s budget.  

Public Rights of Way 

The P3 group is awaiting approval from ECC to replace waymarker posts 
south of Rowney Wood (digging holes is subject to a ground services sur-
vey). If you would like to join the working group or have an issue to raise, 
please get in touch. 

ECC Highways have extended the temporary closures on three byways in 
our area to the start of May 2022. During the time that the temporary clo-
sures have been in place there has been a dramatic drop off in quantity of 
4x4s coming to our area, especially at weekends and during the night alt-
hough some still come and some of those are still driving in fields. Unfortu-
nately, many scramble bikers are ignoring the closures and some are riding 
illegally on fields.  

With all unacceptable activity in the countryside please do not put yourself at 
risk by confronting people, but report what you see to the police. Don't as-
sume that somebody else will do it. Make a note of the details, get a police 
reference number if possible and pass it onto Cllr Lindsell, who liaises with 
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surrounding parishes and the Police on all aspects of rural crime.  

Charitable donations 

The PC agreed to make a charitable donation to both the First Responders 
and Busy Bees. The first responders have given training to the community 
on use of the defibrillator and Debden & Wimbish families use the pre-
school at the Carver Barracks. 

Waste Bins 

It was agreed to purchase a new bin for Deynes Road. The plan is to place 
the bin by the gates next to the salt bin at the top of the footpath in Deynes 
Road, but the exact location is to be agreed with UDC to ensure it can be 
emptied. 

Christmas lights switch-on & community celebration 

Please see separate notice on page 19 regarding the tree lights switch-on 
and community celebration.  

Planning 

UTT/21/3059/FUL - Plot 1, Land Adjacent Wigmores Farm, Henham Road, 
Debden, CB11 3LX 

UTT/21/3077/FUL - Plot 2, Land Adjacent Wigmores Farm, Henham Road, 
Debden, CB11 3LX 

Outline planning permission has already been agreed on land south of 
Wigmore, UTT/19/0245/OP – Conditional Outline approval for 2 dwellings, 
but full application was turned down in 2021 as too large and subject to an 
appeal.  The developer has already received pre-advice. 

Date of Next meeting 

Wednesday December 22
nd

 2021 at 8pm in the village hall. 

 

.Why was Santa’s little helper depressed? 

Because he had very low elf esteem. 

What do you get when you cross a duck with Santa? 

A Christmas quacker. 
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The Gentlemen’s Brunch is back! 

GGnt;emens Lunch 
 

The Gentlemen’s Brunch returned to The Plough after a two-year absence 
due to Covid. A full English breakfast, drinks, lively conversation and plenty 
of humour made this a memorable occasion for many regulars and some 
new faces. 

The event was again organised by Richard Cawte. The guests thanked 
Lizz and Rosie for the hospitality and Chris and Dawn for the excellent 
fare. 

 

How did Scrooge win the football game? 

The ghost of Christmas passed. 

Why was six afraid of nine on New Years Eve? 

Because 9,8,7…… (think about it ! Ed) 
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How to let Police Officers know if you are in danger 

If you think you are in immediate danger, but are unable 
to speak, what should you do? 

You should dial 999 and let the operator know that your call is genuine 
using the following steps: 

• If you can, try to speak to the operator, even if it is only a few 
words; 

• If making a sound will put you or someone else in danger, hold the 
line and listen carefully to the instructions. You will be asked to dial 
55; It is called the silent solution system. 

• While on the phone, try to avoid covering the microphone so that 
the operator can hear important background noises. 

Note that pressing 55 on a mobile does not allow police to track your 
location, so it is crucial that you listen to any further instructions given by 
the call handler.  If you do call 999 by accident, please do not hang up as 
time spent trying to contact you to see if you are ok may take time away 
from another call. Just let the operator know that help is not required. 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your require-
ments  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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 News from Debden School 

The first two weeks of the second half term have 
flown by, and as always there are details of lots of 
activities and events to update you on. 

On Thursday November 11th, the children in our 
Kingfishers Class (Year 5 and 6) joined the local 
villagers, parents, and representatives from the 
British Legion and Armed Forces in remembering 
those from this parish who gave their lives in ser-
vice of our country. They were integral to the event, planting crosses which 
bore the names of each of the parish members who had died, and we were 
delighted with their conduct and the level of respect that they showed 
throughout the service. In school, the children from the other year groups 
each had a short class assembly informing them about remembrance and 
the wearing of the poppy, before observing the two minutes’ silence at 
11am.  

Currently, our blocked subject is Geography, and the particular units that 
the children have been studying are related to the local area. As a result, 
many of the classes have been on (or are arranging to go on) field trips into 
Debden and the surrounding areas. Here, they have been using maps and 
compasses to find different directions and locations, and they have been 
noting different human and physical geography features.  

Many thanks to the FODs, who have as always have been working hard to 
help our school community over the past few weeks. Movie night was lots of 
fun and a record 74 children munched pizza and popcorn while watching 
The Croods 2. The FODs raised an amazing £274.67! In addition to this, 
the FODs were also on hand to welcome prospective new parents through-
out our Open Morning, serving coffee and cakes. Thank you for continuing 
to support our school, FODS, it is hugely appreciated.  

On Friday 19th November, we supported Children in Need by wearing spot-
ty clothes and taking part in a whole school ramble. Parents and younger 
siblings joined us for the ramble too and all donated £1 each to this very 
worthy cause.   Everyone enjoyed hot drinks and biscuits in the hall after-
wards.  

All the Key stage 2 children have attended a local dodgeball competition at 
Joyce Frankland Academy this term. They had great fun throughout the two 
afternoons, whilst remembering the five D’s of dodgeball - “Dodge, Duck, 
Dip, Dive and Dodge!” The staff who attended the event complimented 
them on their excellent behaviour during the event – well done to all who 
participated! 
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We have a vacancy available for a governor. This would be an excellent 
opportunity for somebody who would like to contribute to the continued 
development of our school. You would be joining a warm and close-knit 
bunch of governors, who are highly committed to ensuring that our school 
continues to thrive and develop. If you would like more information about 
this, please contact Mrs Lin Stephenson, the Chair of Governors, at 
l.stephenson@debden.essex.sch.uk. 

We are looking forward to the next few weeks, getting into the Christmas 
spirit and enjoying all the wonderful activities and events that we have 
planned at this most exciting time of the year. 

Best Wishes 

Matt Hawley 

 

 

 

What is a snowman’s favourite song? 

Freeze a jolly good fellow! 

 

mailto:l.stephenson@debden.essex.sch.uk
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678 

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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10
th, 

and final,  2022 Debden potato  

growing competition! 

Dates for your diary : 

Friday 4
th
 March 2022 Potatoes are distributed 7:30pm 

onwards The Plough 

Saturday 6th August 2022 – Judging day 

Progressive Supper /BBQ 

After careful consideration, and discussion with 
prospective participants, we have made the 
decision that, due to the current high Covid in-
fection rate, it would be irresponsible to move 
people across the village to various homes to 
mix with others in an indoor situation.  

Therefore the January progressive supper will, due to the success of last 
years progressive bbq, again be an outside event in the summer when we 
hope this time to bring everyone together in the Plough garden for pre 
meal drinks and also desserts. ( Trusting that Chris & Lizz will be willing to 
accommodate us all !!)  

Jane & Margaret 

 
DEBDEN OPEN GARDENS Sunday 5

th
 June 2022 

 

As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations next 
summer, we are hoping to have Open Gardens in Debden 
on Sunday 5

th
 June 2022. Please put the Date in your 

2022 Diary!! More details coming soon, BUT there will be gorgeous gar-
dens to visit, teas to savour, plants on sale AND live music!!  
If you’d like to open your garden, or be happy to help with teas, or plant 
sales, we’d love to hear from you! 

Tony Vernon: tonywvernon@btinternet.com; 01371 830598 
& 

Hilary Davey: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com; 01799 542717 

Events to look forward to in 2022!! 

 

 

mailto:tonywvernon@btinternet.com
mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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Amber and John square up 
to ‘The Cube’ 

Debden residents were on the edge 
of their seats watching Amber and 
John Ridout test their wit and co-
ordination on ITV’s The Cube last 
month. With four stages successful-
ly completed, winning £20,000, eve-
ryone held their breath as they ago-
nised over whether to risk it all for a 
chance to win £50,000. 

The game “Synchronicity” was to 
throw balls simultaneously at sepa-
rate screens with a margin of error 
of just 0.05 seconds between the 
two balls landing on target. After a 
debate about whether or not to 
have a practice, Amber and John 
had two unsuccessful attempts, 
costing them “lives”.  

Time for daughter Meghan to offer 
advice on Amber’s direction of 
throw and encouragement from 
nephew Josh and Meghan’s girl-
friend Demi  - and quite a few 
crossed fingers in Debden.  

To improve the odds, the contest-
ants opted to “simplify”, increasing 
the margin of error but only to 0.08 
seconds. 

Amber watches John in an earlier 
round. Looking confident. Then 
the winning throws below as the 
balls land simultaneously to win 
the big prize. 
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          Photo: Andy Pearce 

Then an agonising wait until host Phillip Schofield shouted, “0.025, that’s 
a good number!” Amber and John’s gamble had paid off and £50,000 
was theirs. 

Now a moment of real tension as they considered whether to risk every-
thing for a chance to win £100,000 and maybe to go on to try for the top 
prize of £250,000. “We could do it, but I’m not saying we are going to do 
it,” said John. Amber admitted she was a “puzzler” but thought the next 
game would be a tough memory test. In the end, they decided to “pull up 
the ladder”, adding they had had an amazing time. 

Amber and John have lived in Debden for 11 years. Amber described 
herself on the show as a homemaker who enjoyed fostering. John works 
as an electrical technician.  

What no one watching the programme on TV knew was that their other 
big challenge was to remain silent about the show being filmed in May 
and they’d been sworn to secrecy. 

Amber also broke new ground by being the first wheelchair user to be 
invited to enter The Cube - very appropriate because some of the money 
will go towards buying her an all-terrain wheelchair to cope with Deb-
den’s muddy footpaths and bumpy kerbs. The rest of the money will go 
towards home improvements.  

Mike Fairchild 
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Help to pay your fuel bills this winter 
 
If you were born on or before 26

th
 September 1955 and you 

get the State Pension or another social security benefit (not 
Housing Benefit, Council Tax Reduction, Child Benefit or 
Universal Credit) you may be eligible for a winter fuel pay-
ment of between £100 and £300 to help you pay your fuel bills. Most pay-
ments are made automatically in November or December. If you think you 
are eligible and have not received your money by 14 January 2022, contact 
the Winter Fuel Payment Centre on 0800 731 0160 
 
If you do not qualify for Winter Fuel Payment, you may still be able to get 
a Cold Weather Payment if you claim certain benefits and the average tem-
perature in your area is recorded as, or forecast to be, zero degrees celsius 
or below over 7 consecutive days between November and March. This is 
paid automatically – you do not need to apply. 
 
You could also get £140 off your electricity bill for winter 2021 to 2022 un-
der the Warm Home Discount Scheme. The money is not paid to you - it’s 
a one-off discount on your electricity bill. You are eligible if you receive the 
Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit and should receive a letter 
from your supplier by December 2021. You may also qualify for the dis-
count if you are on a low income and meet your energy supplier’s criteria 
for the scheme.  As the number of discounts suppliers can give is limited 
you should check with your supplier as early as possible to see if you’re 
eligible and how to apply. 
 
If you are not sure how to claim or are worried about paying your fuel bills, 
the team of energy specialists at Uttlesford Citizens Advice can help.  Call 

them on 01799 618858 for benefit checks, the warm home discount 
scheme and help with fuel debt, as well as information on joining oil clubs, 
energy efficiency, affordable warmth and home improvement grants and 
the priority services register.   
 
If you feel you can do without your winter fuel payment, perhaps consider 
donating it to help others in this area who are struggling? During cold 
weather many elderly people are faced with the stark choice of fuel or food, 
and lower temperatures increase the risk of health problems such as heart 
attacks, strokes and bronchitis. Uttlesford Citizens Advice uses donations 
to help people save money on heating costs, including access to help with 
insulation, understand what financial help is available and manage any fuel
-related debts. Donate via their website or call 01799 618840.  
Uttlesford Citizens Advice.  Barnards Yard, CB11 4EB 
T: 01799 618840  
W: uttlesfordca.org.uk 
E: help@uttlesfordca.org.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/cold-weather-payment
https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme/guarantee-pension-credit
http://uttlesfordcab.org.uk/
mailto:help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
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Woops! Wrong Debden 

The Debden Residents website re-
ceived a message from Mary (not her 
real name) to say she and her hus-
band were excited to be moving to 
“your lovely area” and wanted to say 
“Hi”. She looked forward to receiving 
information about where to shop, so-
cial activities, yoga and “anything you 
could advise”. 

Being a friendly and neighbourly vil-
lage, not surprisingly she received a 
flood of helpful replies and recommen-
dations: The Plough, nearby farmer’s 
market in Ugley, an invitation from a recent arrival in the village to meet for 
coffee, an invitation to a crochet class, the “best doctor’s surgery in Es-
sex”, “scrumptious breakfasts” at Taylors Barns, a milkman who delivers, 
village school, walks across fields, Yuva, a welcome from the Revd John 
Saxon, a ladies Christmas dinner and a Gentlemen’s Brunch, pub quiz, a 
book club (actually a wine club), and nearby Thaxted with its medieval 
guildhall and famous windmill.  

Mary was delighted and promised to “reach out” when she arrived in Deb-
den to pick up the keys and “couldn’t wait to live in such a lovely neigh-
bourhood and hear the sound of birds in the mornings.” Particularly thrilled 
about the milkman. 

Then, being curious, Pat Fairchild asked where she would be living in this 
lovely village. Nope, don’t recognise that street! Then the penny dropped. 

As we all know from mis-directed foreign truckers looking for the local 
Sainsbury depot, there are two Debdens in Essex. 

“No waaaaaay !!!! OMG, now this is embarrassing,” Mary typed.  

Wikipedia describes the other Debden as a suburb of Loughton in the Ep-
ping Forest district of Essex, predominantly residential, with a college, an 
acting school, the De Le Rue printing works and one of the few places out-
side London served by the London Underground.  

Pat, and many others, thought the whole episode hilarious and said it 
would have been nice if Mary had become a neighbour. Mary probably 
agreed, adding, “Your Debden seems to have a lovely bunch of people.” 

Roving reporter 
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Debden Church Letter 

 

Dear Friends 

I wonder what your favourite Christmas Carol is?. Christ-
mas seems to arrive in the shops way before the 25 De-
cember but to me, it is the Christmas Carol Service that heralds the be-
ginning of the Christmas season.  We are pleased that we can hold our 
Carol services in church this year and I for one look forward to singing 
some favourite Carols.  

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s College, Cam-
bridge, was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918.  The service order was 
created by EW Benson for a service held in a tiny wooden shed in Truro.  
Benson later was to become an Archbishop of Canterbury but his service 
format was introduced to Kings College by the Dean, Eric Milner-White 
and there has been more or less the same service every year since.  
Since 1928 the BBC has been broadcasting the service (with the excep-
tion of 1930) including the years of the second world war and its tradition 
has become popular all over the world – whether listened to on the BBC 
World Service or recreated in local churches in different countries. 

Eric Milner, who introduced the service to King’s, was an army chaplain 
and the bidding prayer he wrote and that is often still used, prays for the 
needs of the whole world.  In the aftermath of the first world war, the ser-
vice was hoped to bring solace to people who felt exhausted, injured, 
bereaved and distressed. Last year, in the midst of the pandemic, the 
bidding prayer was altered to pray for health as well as peace over the 
whole earth and to remember the isolated as well as the lonely and un-
loved, for the exploited as well as the abused.   

Unfortunately, there is still much in the world that needs our prayers. Car-
ols are joyful songs and probably got the term from words meaning 
‘dance of praise and joy’  (Latin choraula). I am not sure I could single out 
a favourite. I like the tunes of some (In the bleak midwinter) but some 
words are tainted by school boy misunderstandings (While shepherds 
washed their socks by night).  But some words not only tell the story of 
the Nativity, they console us also. A verse from ‘Oh Little Town of Bethle-
hem’ is: Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. Above thy 
deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets 
shineth, the everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years are 
met in thee tonight. Singing these words with a full congregation in the 
atmospheric surroundings of a candlelit church is awe inspiring, majestic 
and encouraging all at the same time.  The world is full of need as ever, 
but Christmas is a time to be reminded we have a Saviour, the Light of 
the World, who has come into the world and the darkness has not over 
come him. (John 1:1-5). 
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Do join us for our Christmas Services, you would be most welcome   Hope-
fully, we may be singing your favourite carol! 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year 

Revd John Saxon 

St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden and All Saints 
Wimbish 

 

Church Services and Events in 2021 / 22  

Most Sunday Services are livestreamed via Zoom – ID 943 194 383 
Password 888036 

 

Unable to link? Please try www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org  

Changes to our Services may be found at www.debdenchurch.org.uk  

Thu 2 Dec   10:00 AM Holy Communion 
(said) 

Debden 

Sun 5 Dec Advent 2 09:30 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Wed 8 Dec   06:00 PM Worship & Word St Pauls 

Sun 12 Dec Advent 3 09:30 AM Holy Communion Debden 

Thu 16 Dec   10:00 AM Holy Communion 
(said) 

St Pauls 

Sun 19 Dec Advent 4 03:00 PM Carol Service Wimbish 

Sun 19 Dec Advent 4 06:30 PM Carol Service  ** Debden 

Fri 24 Dec Christmas Eve 03:00 PM Nativity Service Wimbish 

Fri 24 Dec Christmas Eve 05:00 PM Nativity Service Debden 

Fri 24 Dec Christmas Eve 11:00 PM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sat 25 Dec Christmas Day 09:30 AM Holy Communion Debden 

Sat 25 Dec Christmas Day 09:30 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sun 26 Dec Christmas 1   No Service   
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Sun 2 Jan Christmas 
2 

09:30 AM Sunday Praise Wimbish 

Thu 6 Jan The 
Epiphany 

10:00 AM Holy Communion 
(said) 

St Pauls 

Sun 9 Jan Baptism 
of Christ 

09:30 AM Family Service Debden 

Thu 13 Jan   10:00 AM Holy Communion 
(said) 

Debden 

Sun 16 Jan Epiphany 
2 

09:30 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sun 23 Jan Epiphany 
3 

09:30 AM Holy Communion Debden 

Sun 30 Jan Epiphany 
4 

09:30 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sat 11th December – Christmas Coffee Morning – St Pauls, Wimbish 
10.00 to 11.30 am 

** Mulled wine & mince pies will be served before the Carol Service 
from 5.30 pm 

 

Come for a Meet-Up, a Christmas Cup of Tea 

and a piece of cake in the Village Hall on 

Wednesday 8th December  

between 2 and 4 pm. 

Open to All. No Booking Required  
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

The Christmas story truly is a miraculous one and never ceases to fill us with 
wonder and joy as we are again reminded of God’s love for the world in 
sending us his son Jesus. 

With God’s glory shining around them the message the angels announced 
to the shepherds on that hillside is so true today: 

And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they 
were   filled with great fear. 
And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for be-
hold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. For 
unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.  

 

This groaning world is in much need of peace and healing from conflict and 
ever increasing discord and evil. The message the angels brought is aimed 
at each of one of us individually. The message is to look to Jesus the Sav-
iour who alone has the power to free us from fear and sin and bring his 
peace into our lives. 

We wish everyone in Debden a very happy Christmas and peaceful new 

year.  

God bless, 

  Simon Gale                                                                                                                                                          

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 

Evening Service 

Carol Service 

6.30 pm December 5th  

4 pm December 19th 

Wednesday 

Coffee Morning 

Please watch this space .  We are hoping to be able 
to re-start our coffee mornings in the new year. 

Special note  Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church 

December Services  

Starting with the 5th we are delighted to have 
Yan Hadley making his first post-lockdown visit. 
He is an excellent speaker, well worth coming to 
hear! 

 Then on the 19th is the Carol 
Service followed by mince pies and other re-
freshments. Please come along, you will be 
most welcome! We welcome back Sue Johnston 
the Baptist Minister from Great Samford who will 
be  giving a short talk. 

Our Christmas Day service is at 10am, again 
please join with us as we celebrate the miracu-
lous birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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District Councillor’s Report December 2021 

November was another quiet one as far as I was concerned but I did take 
the time to find out more about things I have not really touched on in my 
lifetime. I attended a “Teams” talk about “Domestic Abuse” and “Anti Social 
behaviour” to see if the term might be applied in our area. Further enquir-
ies with the Community Team at UDC gave me the answer in that they do 
deal with all sorts of abuse by male and female perpetrators, and it comes 
in many forms. Have a quiet moment yourself and think about that for a 
moment. So, if you are suffering in any way and need advice you should 
talk to someone about it and get help from the citizens advice people, or if 
your welfare is threatened, phone the police.  (also see article on page 14) 
Nationally people such as migrants are vulnerable to abuse and are the 
ones who find getting help most difficult. The Domestic Abuse Act that 
came into effect in April has helped empower survivors, but migrant wom-
en are excluded from the act. 

I was at the Wimbish “Good Companions” meeting where we heard from 
the manager of the UDC Food Bank. It’s another topic I was not well in-
formed on. Before Covid restrictions, the facility allowed callers to attend in 
person to collect items and chat. It was a meeting place for the lonely and 
vulnerable and the volunteers were able to pick up on “the vibes” and give 
as much help and advice  as they could through the welfare system. In the 
last year, however, the system radically changed and no one calls there in 
person anymore. Orders are made online and 5 volunteer drivers deliver to 
the goods by arrangement. They have become the eyes and ears of the 
new system of working. I must admit to wondering about people’s needs, 
on seeing TV reports about visitors to Food Banks using their mobile 
phones. It’s now been explained to me that the phone is their lifeline, they 
can use it to talk to someone when lonely and need food or support. As we 
don’t have a Benefits office in Uttlesford,  all that is done from the phone 
as well. 

So with Christmas coming at a pace, I would ask you all to be considerate 
of others who might be suffering hardship or stress and do your best to 
understand how you might help them.  

We don’t have a Parish Pump in January so I will now wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year! 

Dist. Cllr Stewart Luck 

E: cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 

07974188395 

 

mailto:cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Did you know?? 

Temporary Changes to the timetable of the 

 village link 6 bus 

As you will know, Village Link 6 is our  Saffron Walden to Thaxted/Stansted 
Airport bus..  

ECC recently issued a temporary timetable  showing some changes to the 
service (i.e. buses that will not run!) due to staffing shortages. 

A preliminary comparison of the old and new timetables suggest that the 
following buses have been withdrawn. However it is strongly advised that 
you check the current position each time you travel.  

Service towards Thaxted usually passing through Debden (D) and Debden 
Green (DG) that are temporarily withdrawn:  

D 09:47 / DG 09:52  

D 11:47 / DG 11:52  

D 17:47 / DG 17:52  

Service towards Saffron Walden usually passing through Debden Green 
(DG) and Debden (D) that are temporarily withdrawn:  

DG 12:22 / D 12:27  

DG 14:22 / D 14:27  

DG 20:28 / D 20:33  

(The latest position can be checked on either Stephenson’s website, or via 
the “MY TRIP” phone app. However, the app is mainly useful to see wheth-
er the bus is on its way at all, rather than relying on it to report accurately 
where the bus is, as there seems to be a bit of leeway, so allow time to get 
to your stop!  Ed) 

Why didn’t the skeleton go to the Christmas party? 

Because he had nobody to go with. 

What do you call someone who is afraid of Santa Claus? 

Claustraphobic 
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Practical help still available! 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

 

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

The Post Office is open from Monday to  
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm  

 

No takers for slice of the action 

The temptation of a basket of the finest whole-wheat loaves for the correct 
answer wasn’t enough to attract much interest in last month’s competition to 
spot the reason for the unintended mistake in our story about how many 
loaves could be produced from a 30-acre field of Debden wheat. A couple of 
sharp-eyed readers spotted that the answer given in our October edition 
was not 234 loaves. 

In fact, no-one responded at all except a ma-
te with an obvious passion for decent bread 
and a sense of humour to whom I’d al-
ready given the answer. 

Anyway, the 234 was a note to the edi-
tor about the number of words in the 
article while, as we reported last month, 
the number of loaves was 210,000.  

It could of course be that no-one, even former 
editors, could work it out. Or, perish the thought, could it be that healthy 
whole-wheat doesn’t appeal and that too many are hooked on sliced white?  

Mike Fairchild  
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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“Please nominate us with a chance to win £1000 for our cause Just 
click on the link”: https://movementforgood.com/12days/index.php?
cn=301294... 

Your nomination really counts 

Ecclesiastical is once again running its fabulous 12 days of giving, helping 
charities make a difference over the festive period and beyond. Open to 
eligible charities registered in the UK, Republic of Ireland, Channel Islands 
and Isle of Man, 120 charities stand to gain a £1,000 donation. 

It is quick and easy to nominate. Just visit the link and add your details. 
Draws will take place each weekday between Monday 6 and Tuesday 21 
December, with10 charities announced each day. Nominations are open 
now, and will remain open during the draws, closing at midnight on 20 De-
cember 2021, before the final draw. 

The more nominations your chosen charity gets, the greater their chance 
of winning, so please spread the word. 

Please nominate us today! 

Val Riley 

Village Hall Trustee 

https://movementforgood.com/12days/index.php?cn=301294&ct=community&fbclid=IwAR35BRNYBi1TMDTtqYkcH5mGc_749o8RD9RuXORbYhYCoC5eiTq2P6V2Ia8
https://movementforgood.com/12days/index.php?cn=301294&ct=community&fbclid=IwAR35BRNYBi1TMDTtqYkcH5mGc_749o8RD9RuXORbYhYCoC5eiTq2P6V2Ia8
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A Christmas gift anyone 
can give 

A Smile 

 

 

A smile costs nothing, but gives much. 

It enriches those who receive, without making poorer those who 
give. 

It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts for ev-
er. 

None is so rich or mighty that he can get along without it, and none 
is so poor but that he can be made rich by it. 

A smile creates happiness in the home, fosters goodwill in business, 
and is the countersign of friendship. 

It brings rest to the weary, cheer to the discouraged, sunshine to the 
sad, and is nature’s best antidote for trouble. 

Yet it cannot be bought, begged borrowed or stolen, for it is some-
thing that is of no value to anyone until it is given away. 

Some people are too tired to give you a smile - so give them one of 
yours.- as none needs a smile so much as he who has no more to 
give.  

Anon  

 

Remember:  

Christmas is not about how big 
the tree is, or what is under it. It 
is about who is around it. 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)   
Church Street….01799 528555                                   
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 01799 543048 
email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 

Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

Airport Noise Complaints 0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

 
County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 
MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbour-
hood plan) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Pavilion, Finance) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587    pcclerk@debden.org 
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866 
captainluck@hotmail.com 
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