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District Councilor’s Report December 2021 

November was another quiet one as far as I was concerned but I did take the time to find out more 

about things I have not really touched on in my lifetime. I attended a “Teams” talk about “Domestic 

Abuse” and “Anti Social behaviour” to see if the term might be applied in our area. Further enquiries 

with the Community Team at UDC gave me the answer in that they do deal with all sorts of abuse by 

male and female perpetrators, and it comes in many forms. Have a quiet moment yourself and think 

about that for a moment. So if you are suffering in any way and need advice you should talk to 

someone about it and get help from the citizens advice people or if your welfare is threatened 

phone the police. Nationally people such as migrants are vulnerable to abuse and are the ones who 

find getting help most difficult. The Domestic Abuse Act that came into effect in April has helped 

empower survivors, but migrant women are excluded from the act. 

I was at the Wimbish “Good Companions” meeting where we heard from the manager of the UDC 

Food Bank. Its another topic I was not well informed on. Before Covid restrictions the facility allowed 

callers to attend in person to collect items and chat. It was a meeting place for the lonely and 

vulnerable and the volunteers were able to pick up on “the vibs” and give as much help and advice  

as they could through the welfare system. In the last year the system radically changed and no one 

calls there in person anymore. Orders and made online and 5 volunteer drivers deliver to the goods 

by arrangement. They have become the eyes and ears of the new system of working. I must admit to 

wondering about peoples needs on seeing TV reports about visitors to Food Banks using their mobile 

phones. Its now been explained to me that the phone is their lifeline, they can use it to talk to 

someone when lonely and need food or support. As we don’t have a Benefits office in Uttlesford all 

that is done from the phone as well. 

So with Christmas coming at a pace I would ask you all to be considerate of others who might be 

suffering hardship or stress and do your best to understand how you might help them.  

 

Parish Council Meeting Report Nov 2021 

This month I will refer to the Medium Term Financial Situation at UDC. 

UDC is financially sound our investments have paid off but we expect new rules to come out of 

Westminster by the New Year to restrict the way District Councils make investments. We are OK but 

others who have not been so prudent are in trouble. If that happens future investment plans might 

need adjusting. 

The £275m I reported that we have invested is coming on stresam and by 2023 it should bring in a 

surplus of £7.5m. The value of those investments have also risen in real terms. 



So in the future we should have a council of low taxes and high services. Our investment board that 

brought about this situation has enabled UDC to provide £1m to combat Climate Change and £1m  

towards recovery from Covid for the business sector and £450,000 for Sport in Uttlesford. 

I will now wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year! 

Dist. Cllr Stewart Luck 

E: cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 

M: 07974 188395 
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