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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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From the Editor 

Happy New year to everyone, let’s hope that 2022 will be a year of freedom 
from restrictions, anxiety and Covid passports. 

It was good to see so many people celebrating Hogmanay in the Plough, 
and a great evening it was, even though many of us came down with Covid  
a few days later. Fortunately the cases were generally mild!  

The calendar is filling up with various events to look forward to (see page 
36), starting with the distribution of potatoes for the final potato competition 
on Friday 4th March. Time for competitors to start devising cunning plans for 
growing the biggest crops! 

The village hall and recreation ground Centenary is to be celebrated on 
March 19th. So what was happening around the world when the hall was 
built? Here are a few events of 1922: 
 
- The USSR was created.  
- The BBC was formed, financed by a Post Office licence fee of 10 shillings.  
- The British Empire covered a quarter of the world. 
- Mahatma Ghandi was imprisoned in India for peacefully protesting against 
British rule. India did not gain independence until 1947.  
- The first successful use of insulin as a treatment for diabetes took place in 
Canada.  
- Penicillin antibiotic wouldn’t be invented until 1928, by Alexander Fleming. 
- The Ottoman Empire was abolished and Turkey was founded in 1923. 
- Joseph Stalin was appointed general secretary of the Russian communist 
party. 
- 100,000 people were killed when a typhoon hit China. 
- Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered by Howard Carter in Egypt. 
- The silent horror film Nosferatu premiered in Germany. 
- The world’s first regular radio broadcasts for entertainment started at the 
Marconi laboratories in Writtle near Chelmsford. 

Have a healthy, enjoyable February. 

Kathy 
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Parish Council Update 
 
At the December Debden Parish Council meeting we focused on the 
approval of the 2022/23 budget. 
We considered very carefully the inclusion of a number of important 
items that need imminent attention, items which have seen under-
investment in recent years, and provision to mark a couple of special 
events next year. Consequently, the PC resolved unanimously to 
raise the precept from £20,006 to £39,862.  
The precept element of the annual Band D figure for 2021/22 was 
£50.29 per annum and this will rise to £98.05 per annum next year. 
We feel the community will stand to directly benefit from this invest-
ment in local amenities and community building activities. Put in per-
spective, the total annual Council Tax figure for a Band D property 
last year was £1,835.23. 
 
Here is a list of the main features of the budget which made it neces-
sary to raise the precept: 
 
• An expected increase in the rate of inflation and cost of essential 
services such as electricity. 
 
• The invasive weed in the pond needs attention and the area needs 
to be improved to make the most of what could be a more attractive 
village asset. 
 
• The village website has to be updated and a separate PC website 
developed to comply with data protection legislation. 
 
• The casing on the defibrillator at the shop is worn and fading and 
needs replacement. We also agreed that an additional defibrillator 
should be purchased and sited in Debden Green. 
 
• 2022 is the Queens Jubilee year and villages throughout the coun-
try will be planning events to celebrate this once in a lifetime event. 
We want to be able to fund village events in 2022 including the Jubi-
lee, and celebrating the 100th (centenary) birthday of the village hall 
and the Debden Recreation Ground (DRG). 
 
• The grant made, each year, by the PC to DRG has increased as 
DRG are now responsible for all expenditure re. the recreation 
ground including grass cutting and tree management. In the past it 
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has been a confused situation, with the Parish Council both making a 
Grant and agreeing to pay for various services. The village is fortu-
nate to have a well-used recreation ground and a child’s playground 
fitted out with appropriate apparatus; many local authority run play-
grounds in the country have closed, due to cuts in public services. 
 
• Provision for an election fund, legal fees, and councillor training are 
also included in the interests of prudence. The Parish Council is in-
volved in a lot more matters than previously was the case, with de-
volved government. 
 
Planning 
The following items were discussed:   
UTT/21/3289/FUL – comment from DPC sent to UDC 
UTT/21/3271/FUL – withdrawn 
UTT/21/3059/FUL – no further comment 
UTT/21/3077/FUL – no further comment 
UTT/21/3547/FUL – no comment 
UTT/21/3526/FUL – no comment 
UTT/21/3554/LB – no comment 
Appeals 
21/00086/REF south of Wigmores Farm, Henham Rd – no comment 
APP/C1570/W/21/3284229 – no further comments 
Decisions 
UTT/21/2144/FUL – refused 
UTT/21/2821/HHF – refused 
UTT/21/2972/HHF – approved 
All applications can be viewed on the UDC website within the plan-
ning portal. 
Highways issues 
Three parish councillors had a long-awaited meeting with ECC High-
ways during December. Topics covered included the Debden Green 
and Hamperden End consultation; possible speed limit changes to 
Debden Green, Hamperden End, Fox Crossroads/Hill; Smiths Green 
layby and Debden Airfield memorial amongst others. The meeting 
was very informative and productive dialogue on a number of fronts is 
now ongoing. The first visible next step for residents will be two High-
ways fixed speed surveys, one in Debden Green and one in Hamper-
den End.  
Litter pick  
See notice in the Pump regarding a litter pick in Debden Green on 
March 26th.  All welcome.  
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The 10th Annual Debden Potato Challenge – the last one? 

I have organised the Potato Challenge for 
10 years and I have thoroughly enjoyed it 
every single year, but time has come to call 
it a day. I am happy to hand over if some-
one else would like to organise, but my days 
as senior judge will end this year.  

My thanks to the co-judges over the years – 
Karen Alexander, Steve Jasper, Ian Rust 
and for all 10 years Dave Wilson - without you guys I would 
have had to put the clipboard down and get my hands dirty, 

We had 25 competitors in 2021 - why not join them this year for 
the challenge, yet again, to grow more potatoes than anyone 
else and to be crowned Debden Potato Master with myriad and 
sundry peripheral but wonderful benefits? 

On Friday 4
th
 March after 7:30pm in the Plough (or suitably so-

cial distanced in the car park if we are locked down) you will 
hand over your £5 entry fee and draw your 3 seed potatoes 
from the sack at random. I select a different variety of seed po-
tato each year to ensure fairness and ease of judging. If you 
are isolating, then we can deliver the potatoes to your doorstep 
- please call me to arrange.  

There are no age limits for competitors, and prepare your pota-
toes for planting however you wish but be warned - cutting 
them is not permitted. Plant your potatoes in a tub or bucket, 
whenever you think appropriate, in your garden, in the growing 
medium of your choice. Only tub or patio planter grown pota-
toes will be assessed, flat grow bags or “in the ground” planting 
are not permitted – the judges are ruthless! Be warned. 

Nurture your potatoes as you wish: fertiliser, nutrients, secret 
growing enhancers (yes Mr Wilson we are on to you) or talking 
nicely to them - all is permitted. 

The competition ends on Saturday 6th August when all compet-
itors will be judged by total weight of the greenery, plant, and 
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potatoes.  

During the judging each competitor is invited to provide re-
freshments for the Judges and fellow competitors. It is antici-
pated that the judging will take around 15/20mins at each loca-
tion. The Judge will lift the plant and record the weight of the 
plant and potatoes.  

The judges request and require absolute silence during this 
meticulous & painstaking assessment.  

The Chairman of Judges is a knowledgeable vegetable grower 
and will be able to eliminate any additional spuds added to the 
tub (by accident of course), the Chairman of Judges’ decision 
is final.  

It is anticipated we will return to the Plough at about 7pm for 
the results and awards ceremony including heaviest crop cup, 
largest single potato and the famous Mr Potato Head for the 
smallest crop. 

Competitors, supporters of competitors and general bon  
viveurs are welcome and encouraged to join the judging tour 
the route, locations and times will be published in the June 
Pump. Mike & Pat Fairchild have a lot to live up to this year to 
exceed their fantastic hospitality of previous years. By 7pm in 
the Plough we were a very merry bunch indeed.  

Entry fee is £5 per 3 spuds. The excess entry money, after de-
duction of the costs and fees, will be awarded to the top 3 win-
ners of the competition, who I am sure will want to buy their 
fellow competitors a victory tipple. 

Sunday 5
th
 August eat your potatoes while nursing a head-

ache. 

If you need any further information, just ask and I will make it 

up there and then. See you on the 4
th
 March for the potato dis-

tribution.   

Brad Bamfield brad@bamfield.name 07803133110 

mailto:brad@bamfield.name
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‘HAIRY’ AL SHAMBROOK    
17 JULY 1962 - 25 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

Al Shambrook died recently from the brain tumour that he contracted 
almost fifteen years ago. He moved from Harlow (made the break as 
he put it) to Debden around twenty years ago, and always said it was 
the best move he ever made.  
 
When he was first diagnosed, he 
was given around six months to live 
but with his zest for life and amazing 
help from the oncology team at 
Addenbrookes hospital he was 
granted a long reprieve. 
 
A man of much skill: master boat 
builder (top of his year as an ap-
prentice), a fine designer and maker 
of bespoke furniture, an artist, a 
draughtsman, classic car restorer, 
fisherman, metal detectorist and me-
chanic. His many talents are well 
known to all who knew him : his gui-
tar playing (never used sheet music 
or tab, all was in his head), his sing-
ing, humour, mimicry and knowledge 
of all things military.  
 
Over the years he raised huge sums of money for McMillan Cancer 
Support through gigs and stunts. Indeed at his funeral almost two 
thousand pounds was raised which shows the high esteem in which 
he was held. 
 
What struck me most of all personally was his integrity. Everybody 
who knew him must have been touched by him. Quite simply if he 
was your mate, then a mate for life. He does leave a void and times 
move on, however he will live on in the memories of all who knew 
him. He said that the village changed him but in a small way I think 
he changed the village – for the better. 
 
Alan Hynes 
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District Councillor’s Report February 2022  

We at Uttlesford are, like the rest of the country, living through difficult and 
interesting times. The world seems full of problems either man made or nat-
ural. Perhaps even that is not natural if we include the Climate Change im-
pact we are having. The volcanic eruptions I guess are a thing apart but the 
effects come around the world to get to us in the form of shock waves real or 
imagined. 

My advice is keep your sanity and keep safe while working through the prob-
lems that you might have yourself, and seek advice if you need it. 

Pigeon problem at Smith’s Green 

The residents of Smiths Green have been sharing problems with me for 
months now. Their problems are pigeons that reside under the solar panels 
on the roof. They are pests as they nest under the solar panels and breed all 
year round so the flock multiplies. While doing their courtship discreetly un-
der the panels they make pigeon noises which at 2 am as reported to me 
disturb peoples sleep in the bedrooms below. They fill the gutters with nest-
ing material and poo, causing damage to the buildings when the drains get 
blocked. Anything below, such as washing in gardens and anything on drive-

ways, gets covered in poo. People are fed up! 

Some of the private houses have had what I will call “netting” that goes 
around the edge of the panels so the birds cant get under them and that 
seems effective. With the Covid restrictions lifting people are being allowed 
back to work in offices so I will be able to go to meet UDC officers and make 
personal representation to them to make things difficult for amorous pi-
geons. 

Feedback tells me that there have been engineers around Smiths Green 
measuring up for the proposed new driveways which will be very welcome. 
No more muddy verges to make the area look shabby. I hope the layby 
comes next as promised by ECC Highways dept.  

Speeding through the village 

If you live in Smiths Green you will know many drivers light up the VAS sign 
as they come into Thaxted Road exceeding 30 mph and you have made me 
aware. Consequently I am spending a lot of time promoting the aim of  
Community Speedwatch, which is to improve awareness of local speed lim-
its and to highlight the importance of travelling within the speed limit. This 
reduces the risk of YOU, YOUR family and friends becoming another Killed 
or Seriously Injured  statistic, or unintentionally causing an injury to someone 
else. 
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Debden and Wimbish  Community Speedwatch group has been reorgan-
ised. They are going to be working alongside statutory organisations to re-
duce death and injury on the roads of Essex. We are doing this to ensure 
that communities and families just like ours do not have to suffer the trage-
dy, heartbreak, inconvenience, and expense that comes with all road traffic 
collisions. Road users If you would like refresher training or any other infor-
mation or advice, contact saferessexroads@essexhighways.org who will be 
pleased to help you. 

Council Tax Precept 

I am proud of the position the PC took regarding the Council tax precept. For 

years we have not been looking after the infrastructure in the village let 
alone providing new items. The increase of less than £1/month on a Band D 
property is hardly going to cause widespread hardship. Once again, I ask 
that if you are someone that is actually suffering hardship then please con-
tact myself or UDC HQ in London Rd on 01 799 510510 help is at hand. 

Village Hall Project 

I wondered if I should mention the Village hall project, and decided I should 
because you voted me in because I said I would support the project. Nothing 
has changed. Yes, I am frustrated by the slow progress and realise many 
residents are frustrated too but those involved including me are spending 
hours dealing with the issues as they appear, not least the matter of the 
£236,400 grant for the project from the MOD. We have made representa-
tions to the UDC Governance (GAP) committee and the Scrutiny Committee 
and the brand new CEO. Simply I don’t have the room to write more but can 

assure you all the situation is ongoing and we still need your support. 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

Now to matters of State!  I am sure like me you hold our Queen in high re-
gard and would want to see her Platinum Jubilee celebrated in true Debden 
Fashion. So please come forward now with your ideas and offers of help on 
how we celebrate together in June.  

 

Cllr Stewart Luck                                 Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk                                                 
07974188395 
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NEW VILLAGE HALL PLANS 

 

Statement by the New Village Hall and Pavilion Project Team 
(NVHPPT). The group was formed in 2020 to combine the re-
sources of village organisations behind plans to build a new 
village hall. The group comprises Debden Village Hall Trust, 
Debden Parish Council, Debden Recreation Ground and the 
New Village Hall Group plus specialist advisers.  

The project team are reviewing their plans for a new village 
hall. The project has been delayed by several factors largely 
out of our control. Delays due to Covid have extended the time 
taken to obtain planning consent and to date the Public Works 
Loan application has not been submitted. 

Rising costs 
Construction costs have escalated in this period and continue 
to rise. The budgeted cost for the approved design for the new 
hall will now be around 30% more than predicted when the 
plans were prepared. The funds potentially available are not 
sufficient to build the approved design. 

The situation is further complicated by the demand from the 
Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust for return of unspent 
funds. The Village Hall trustees are taking legal advice. The 
Army grant makes up a significant portion of the funds at pre-
sent available to build the hall. 

The project team are carefully considering the best way to 
move forward and will share information as soon as we can. 

Meanwhile, we are working hard to achieve the best result for 
the village and will shortly be explaining how residents can best 
support our renewed efforts.  

M Fairchild 
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How to let Police Officers know if you are in danger 

If you think you are in immediate danger, but are unable 
to speak, what should you do? 

You should dial 999 and let the operator know that your call is genuine 
using the following steps: 

• If you can, try to speak to the operator, even if it is only a few 
words; 

• If making a sound will put you or someone else in danger, hold the 
line and listen carefully to the instructions. You will be asked to dial 
55; It is called the silent solution system. 

• While on the phone, try to avoid covering the microphone so that 
the operator can hear important background noises. 

Note that pressing 55 on a mobile does not allow police to track your 
location, so it is crucial that you listen to any further instructions given by 
the call handler.  If you do call 999 by accident, please do not hang up as 
time spent trying to contact you to see if you are ok may take time away 
from another call. Just let the operator know that help is not required. 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your require-
ments  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
 

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 

 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
 

mailto:rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
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Henry Blackie 10 July 1942 – 25 November 2021 

Henry, the second of four children, was born at 
Park House, in the grounds of his grandparents’ 
home, Culverthorpe Hall, in Lincolnshire. He 
attended a prep school, Nowton Court near Bury 
St Edmunds which he adored. Following his un-
cle, father and elder brother, James, he was 
sent to Bradfield College which he disliked in-
tensely.   

He applied to read Chemistry at Christ Church 
College in Oxford and was accepted to study 
there. However, when he arrived on his first day 
and met his tutor he discovered that he had 
been enrolled to read Biology. He decided to 

leave Oxford and, after a sabbatical  year in France, went on to study Eco-
nomics at Queens College Cambridge . He was proud about the fact that 
he was one of the few who could claim to have been accepted at both Ox-
ford and Cambridge Universities. 

Henry went on to study at the London Business School and then joined the 
Investment side of the merchant bank J Henry Schroder Wagg in the City 
of London of which he became a Director. He met Elisabeth in London at a 
party to which she had reluctantly agreed to accept the invitation. Always 
the gentleman, he offered to give her a lift home even though they lived at 
opposite sides of London.  

A year later Henry and Elisabeth married in Rome in 1970 and lived in  
New York for the first couple of years and then in London where Bonaria 
and Polly were born.  In 1980 they moved to Debden. Henry was delighted 
to find a property near Saffron Walden, a town he had admired when he 
had played the guitar with his rock band in the Saffron Hotel in the early 
60s!   

He started his own consultancy work in the early 1990s, among his clients 
were the Australian Airline Qantas and he helped to establish the Central 
Bank of Slovakia after its separation from the Czech Republic.  He was 
instrumental in making a success of an independent consultancy firm, Ar-
lington Capital Investment Management which he managed until his retire-
ment.   

In Debden he was active in village and church life for  many years and up 
until quite recently. He made the display board for the village shop and 
crafted distinctive flower signs to guide visitors in Open Gardens Days. He 
cared  greatly for the churchyard where he cut the grass for many years.  
He was a key figure in establishing the Searle Trust which has benefited 
the village hugely and, not least, because of Henry’s financial wisdom.  
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Poppy Appeal 

I would like to thank our volunteer 'door-to-door' collectors for 
their  
excellent help in supporting the 2021 Poppy Appeal. I would 
also like to thank Debden Barns, Debden Shop, Debden 
School, Elder Street Cafe, The Plough Pub and The Yuva for 
their support in 'baby-sitting' a collection tin too. Thank you 
also to Debden Parish Council for their donation.  

Thanks to the efforts of the above, and of course the donations from the 
residents of Debden and Debden Green we collected a grand total of 
£1,415.78.   

Coupled with a further donation of £2,000 from the committee of the Deb-
den British Legion Branch, collected from the RBL 100th Anniversary Car 
and Vehicle event held at Debden Airfield back in July, I was able to bank 
a "fantastic" total donation of £3,415.78 to the National Poppy Appeal 
Charity.  

A massive thank you to everyone in the community for their generosity and 
support. 

Andy Pearce 

Poppy Appeal Organiser     

After his retirement in the early 2010s Henry embraced the work of the new-
ly constituted Debden Local History Recorders Group with great enthusi-
asm. Among his more important pieces of research have been a booklet 
entitled “The Fallen Heroes of the Parish Of Debden” with details and pho-
tographs of most of the soldiers that died in both World Wars and “Who lies 
in the Vault?” an investigation of the occupants of the Church Vault which 
he achieved with great difficulty with a device he constructed to hold a digi-
tal camera to read the plates between the coffin lids and the ceilings of the 
niches. He subsequently took great pleasure in conducting tours of the vault 
for visitors.  His contribution to gathering, analysing and recording of parish 
data going back to the 16th Century is a valuable body of work which is 
much appreciated today and will be by future generations.   

In early 2021 Henry’s health deteriorated as the prostate cancer spread and 
his eye sight failed. After a few short spells in hospital he returned home 
where, surrounded by his family he died peacefully on 25th November. The 
Funeral Service was held on 13th December and, following his wishes, he 
was interred in his beloved churchyard. 

Extracted from Tributes delivered at the Service 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

burnhammarketcottages.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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10
th, 

and final 2022 Debden potato  

growing competition! 

Dates for your diary : 

Friday 4
th
 March 2022 Potatoes are distributed 7:30pm on-

wards The Plough 

Saturday 6th August 2022 – Judging day 

More details from Brad Bamfield 07803133110 

 

Debden Open Gardens – Friday 3rd June 2022 
Please note new date! 

 
 

As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations next summer, 
we are planning to have Open Gardens in Debden on Friday 3rd 
June 2022. Hopefully this will be able to go ahead. Please put the 
Date in your 2022 Diary!! More details next month, BUT there will 
be gorgeous gardens to visit and enjoy.  
If you’d like to open your garden, or be happy to help in any way 
we’d love to hear from you! 
 

Tony Vernon: tonywvernon@btinternet.com; 01371 830598 
 

Hilary Davey: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com; 01799 542717 

Christmas Lunches Thank You 

A huge thank you to the very kind, mystery person who left some beautiful 
savoury and sweet biscuits, for the Christmas Lunches, on my doorstep. 
Please, please, please will he/she get in touch with me. This year we had 
requests for two lunches, which were very gratefully received and much 
appreciated. 

Hilary Davey  

mailto:tonywvernon@btinternet.com
mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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          Photo: Andy Pearce 

Photo: Mike Fairchild 

 

The Debden Ladies’ Christmas dinner returned to the Plough after a 
two year absence due to Covid restrictions. A fantastic evening was 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Thanks to Val Riley for organising the event and to Chis and LIzz for 
delicious food. 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

Hundreds of prisoner of war camps were set up in the UK during the two 
World Wars, with several in The Hundred Parishes. Camps varied in design 
and size. Some started as rows of tents with the prisoners engaged in con-
structing huts. Most have disappeared but I would like to tell you about a 
few. 

In 1917, during the First World War, a camp was 
established at Great Dunmow’s workhouse, initially 
taking about 100 German POWs. Capacity was later 
doubled by moving women elsewhere and closing 
the infirmary. The German prisoners worked on local 
farms but gained a reputation for rebelliousness. 
Dunmow workhouse never reopened and was con-
verted to the housing that today is called The Close. 

Bower Hall in Steeple Bumpstead was used as a 
POW camp in The First World War but it fell into ruin 
and was demolished in 1926. 

Wynches POW camp in Much Hadham was situated in forty acres of park-
land and in the Second World War housed both Italian and German prison-
ers. 

Ickleton Grange housed a camp for both Italian and German men. Nothing 
now remains. 

In Mill Lane, Hatfield Heath, the remains of POW 
camp 116 are still clearly visible, the most complete 
survivor in Essex, Herts or Cambridgeshire. The 
camp was set up in 1941 to house Austrian and 
Italian prisoners; later, German men followed. They 
worked on local farms and even played football 
against a Hatfield Heath team who were beaten 11- 
0! 

Radwinter North POW rehabilitation camp was situ-
ated in the grounds of Radwinter Rectory, now 
known as Radwinter Manor. German soldiers were 
allowed to visit local families. Karl Weschke was 
one; he became an artist and his clay sculpture of a 
weeping mother and child titled “Deutschland 1946” 

is held in Saffron Walden Museum. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

Karl Weschke sculpture 

Great Dunmow 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk


25 

Debden Parish Pump                                                                                       February 2022 

 



Debden Parish Pump  February 2022 

26 

Debden Church Letter 

 

Dear Friends 

As I write this early in the New Year, there are still 
references and obituaries for the late Archbishop of Cape Town Des-
mond Tutu who died on Boxing day.  At the mention of his name I am 
sure most of us can conjure up images of the Bishop on TV news-
casts over many decades.  For me, he always seemed to have the 
most radiant smile and infectious laugh that portrayed something of 
his confident personality, deep seated peace and joy within and of 
course his sense of humour. 

Along with Nelson Mandela, he was of course a key player in bring-
ing the divided country of South Africa together after the Apartheid 
era.  Through the Truth and Reconciliation Commission process, they 
brought opposing people groups with much pain and hurt together to 
share the real truth of the atrocities and actions of the Apartheid 
state.  Stephen Cottrell, former Bishop of Chelmsford and now Arch-
bishop of York said of this process, ‘It was a bold and creative way of 
helping a nation divided brutally between black and white learn to live 
in glorious Technicolor by facing up to the horrors of its past.’  I am 
not sure if many know that Desmond Tutu stood up for many op-
pressed people around the world, including those of the LGBT+ com-
munity. 

I have just finished watching ‘Anne’, a TV series portraying the cam-
paign of Anne Williams, mother of Kevin who tragically and unneces-
sarily died in the Hillsborough Football disaster of 1989.  Here was 
another character determined to get to the truth of what happened on 
that fateful day so that justice could be done for Kevin and the other 
96 victims and countless survivors.  They were falsely portrayed as 
‘drunken football hooligans’ that caused the crush in the stadium.  
Because the original police reports and witness statements were al-
tered and in effect untruthful, justice has been denied for over twenty 
years and in some respect may have been put irrevocably beyond 
reach.  I recommend the TV series as a good watch. 

Desmond Tutu and Anne Williams were both seeking truth, out of 
which accountability and then justice could come.  Without truth there 
cannot be righteous justice. To live in a just society, as I am sure we 
all wish to do, it is suggested by Philosopher John Rawls there needs 
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to be a triad of freedom, equality and opportunity for all.*  In our pan-
demic ridden world, which I am sure we hope to emerge from soon 
into a better normality, we are perhaps more aware of vaccine and 
healthcare injustice.  But the impact of Covid on different populations 
and communities highlight economic injustice, say between the north 
and south of our own country, between different ethnic groups, be-
tween the rich and the poor and in many other circumstances too.  

The COP26 climate conference in October talked about climate jus-
tice, not just for the poorer nations most adversely effected by global 
warming, but for future generations too.  We need to ask if our ac-
tions and inactions are just towards our children and grandchildren.  
James Jones explores other areas of justice in his book (*referenced 
below) and is a thought provoking read to consider. 

The cry for justice has echoed down the ages.  In the Old Testament, 
the prophet Micah called for God’s people to act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with […] God (Micah 6:8).  In 2022, as 
we emerge from the omicron wave of Covid infections, I invite you to 
join with me to seek and to pray for the structures needed for just 
and fair societies across the world. 

Best wishes 

Revd John Saxon 

* quoted by Bishop James Jones, in his book ‘Justice for Christ’s 
Sake’, SPCK, 2021, pg xiii.   

Worship and Word Prayer Group   

St Paul’s Wimbish 

This is a short informal time of prayer and reflection around the daily office 
service of Evening Prayer.  We include prayer for each other, the life of the 
churches, the needs of those from around the world and of course for those 

we hold dear.  You would be welcome to join us—no expectation to pray 
aloud.  

6.00-6.45pm on Wednesdays 2 and 16 February 2 and 16 March 

For prayer requests please email debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com 
or call 541619 
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Baptism and Wedding enquiries welcome 

Please contact Revd John Saxon, Team Vicar: 

01799 541619           07484 332734 

debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com 

Debden and Wimbish Parish Churches  
    Church Services and Events in Feb 2022  

Most Sunday Services are livestreamed  
via Zoom  

ID 943 194 383 Password 888035 
Changes to our Services may be found at 

wimbishchurch.org.uk or debdenchurch.org.uk 

Sun 6 Feb Candlemas 09.30 AM Sunday Praise Wimbish 

Sun 13 Feb 3 Before Lent 09.30 AM Family Service Debden 

Sun 20 Feb 2 Before Lent 09.30 AM Holy Communion Wimbish 

Sun 27 Feb 
Next Before 
Lent 

09.30 AM Holy Communion Debden 

Thursday Fellowship 10.00– 11.00 AM 

A said service of Holy Communion followed by refreshments 

Debden Church (New Room) : Thursdays 17 February and 17 March  

St Paul’s, Wimbish:  Thursdays 10 February and 10 March 

Wimbish Coffee Mornings 

St Paul’s Mission Hall 

Saturday 10-11.30am 26 February  &  19 March 

Coffee, tea and delicious home made Cake, to enjoy with 
home made produce and cake stalls. 
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

After the strange times of on-line services in 2020 it was lovely 
to meet for two evening services in December, in addition to our 
regular Sunday morning services.  In the first instance it was an 
encouragement to see Yan Hadley back with us again. As with 
so many others, he had been through severe tragedy over the 
past 18 months but it was a real inspiration to hear how God 
had enabled him to get through.  A couple of weeks later we 
were delighted to see a good attendance at the Carol Service 
and be able to enjoy singing our favourite carols together again.  
Sue Johnston from Great Samford Baptist church gave us a 
short talk. 

Who knows what 2022 will bring? There are so many concerns 
in our country and in the wider world.  Last week we had a visit 
from Peter Hawes, a farmer from Braintree who has come and 
ministered to us many times.  In  recent years he has suffered 
much and been living on borrowed time following a terminal 
cancer diagnosis.  However, he always comes to encourage 
and spoke with passion on this verse from the Bible: 

Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. (1 Peter 
5:7)  

Peter has proved the value and power of these words over the 
years. May we also be encouraged to put our trust in the Lord 
Jesus and also to cast our own cares on him. 

God bless, 

 Simon Gale                                                                                                                   

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 

Special note  Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church 

A True Prediction 

Some say that ours is a blind faith. However there are prophe-
sies in the Bible that are supported by historical evidence. One 
of these is Isaiah's prophecy about Cyrus. 

Isaiah vividly described how God would destroy the powerful 
kingdom of Babylon. Writing as if it had already occurred, Isaiah 
declared Babylon would fall. He then prophesied that Babylon 
would fall to the Medes and Persians. Later, he proclaimed that 
Babylon would be conquered by a man named Cyrus (Isa. 
44:28; 45:1-7). This is a remarkable prophecy, especially since 
Cyrus was not born until almost 150 years after Isaiah penned 
these words. 

Not only did Isaiah predict that Cyrus would overthrow Babylon, 
but he also wrote that Cyrus, would release the Jews from cap-
tivity and assist them in their 
return to Jerusalem for the 
purpose of rebuilding the tem-
ple. All of this was written al-
most 200 years before Cyrus 
conquered Babylon  in 539 
B.C. - the events unfolded as 
prophesied.  
The famous Cyrus cylinder can be seen in the British museum. 
It is clay cylinder giving an account of the conquest of Babylon 
by Cyrus in 539 BC.  
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Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a 
professional service with a personal touch. 

From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether 
you are looking to buy, sell, rent or your property. 

Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600 

 

Jean Gilder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The family are sad to announce Jean’s death on Thursday 6 January.  Jean 
was born in Saffron Walden in 1938 and married Debden man Michael  
Gilder in 1961.  Jean lived in Debden until three years ago when she 
moved to a care home in Felsted following deterioration of her Alzheimer’s 
dementia.  The family are grateful for the care she received there and thank 
everyone from the village for their support and good wishes over this sad 
time.   

Rachel Lucas (Granddaughter) 
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Have your say in the community 

The Communities Health and Wellbeing team at Uttlesford District 
Council regularly undertake capacity building projects in communi-
ties around the district and is planning to offer such a project to Deb-
den in the Spring. 

Using the asset based community development model the project 
will engage with key stakeholders in the village, including the parish 
council, church, sports and voluntary organisations and other inter-
ested individuals to develop the aims and objectives of the project 
and a schedule and methodology to engage with as many residents 
as possible. 

Working in teams consisting of UDC officers, community volunteers, 
other professional agency workers such as police, fire and voluntary 
sector organisations, the engagement process will typically consist 
of brief doorstep questionnaire guided interviews as well as longer 
pre-arranged interviews and online feedback forms.  

Once the information has been gathered the aim is to identify the 
key issues and possible solutions to the problems raised and to pro-
vide feedback to the residents, often through an event with coffee, 
tea and cake with everybody invited. 

There could be many and varied ideas, for example a number of 
residents may say that they aren’t as active as they would like and 
this may lead to the establishment of a local walking group or even 
the discovery of an existing one. Perhaps some of the young people 
in the community are concerned about their environment and the 
parish council can provide support to help clear an overgrown area 
and plant some trees or provide the equipment for a litter pick.  

The point is to get people talking about the issues in their communi-
ty and use the many strengths and assets of the residents to help 
solve them. 

Further information on the asset based community development 
model can be found here: 

https://www.nurturedevelopment.org/asset-based-community-
development/  

John Starr 

Community Development Officer, Uttlesford District Council 

https://www.nurturedevelopment.org/asset-based-community-development/
https://www.nurturedevelopment.org/asset-based-community-development/
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Practical help still available 

Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s 
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the 
churchwardens.  

Team Curate :   Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619 

Churchwardens :  Nina Manser (01799) 541863 

  Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164 

 

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

The Post Office is open from Monday to  
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm  

 

 

Events to look forward to in 2022! 

March 4th 7.30pm Potato distribution for competition, The Plough 

March 19th Village Hall & Recreation ground Centenary  
Celebrations - Details to follow in March Pump 

April 23rd & 24th 
10am 

Saffron Walden Crank Up, Carver Barracks 

March 5th 2-4pm Jumble sale, Village hall 

June 2nd - 5th Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
More details to follow in March Pump 

June 2nd Beacon (to be confirmed) 
 

June 3rd Debden Open Gardens - see page 20 

June 4th Evening entertainment - music / dancing 

June 5th The Big Lunch - Picnic on the Recreation Ground 

August 6th Potato Competition Judging & Results,  
The Plough, 7pm 
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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     Local Architectural Design 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications 

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on 

Tel: 01799 540600 

Alun Design Consultancy                                                                        
Email: info@alundesign.com 

 

Extensions, 

Loft Conversions, 

New houses, 

Barn Conversions, 

Listed Buildings 

  

Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Look after that new stuff from Christmas! 

Over Christmas you may have been lucky 
enough to have received some new IT and 
other gifts, but have you helped protect them 
yet?  

Where applicable have you registered your 
purchase with the relevant company it may 
help with future possible updates and the serial number will be as-
signed to you with the company. Depending on the item and value 
have you considered adding it to your home or other insurance? 

Have you thought about recording the serial numbers or property 
marking it? Be it a cycle, electrical goods, tools, garden equipment 
or mobile phone it may have a serial number. There are a number of 
secure asset recording companies such as www.immobilise.com , 
www.bikeregister.com.  Property can also be marked in a number of 
different ways depending on the item of property such as engraving, 
marking with indelible or UV pens, and there are marking products 
such as: SelectaDNA, SmartWater, CRE mark by CRE products to 
name but a few (always check the suitability of the method of mark-
ing for the property item).  

With jewellery and antiques don’t forget to take photographs of it, 
include an “Object ID card” or ruler in a photograph to give it a scale. 
Some of these property marking products may also be suitable for 
these and you can now upload photographs of your property to Im-
mobilise too.   
 
Many TV’s, personal music devices, computers and other electron-
ics come pre-loaded with security and/or tracking software, make 
sure that it is activated. If you are storing valuable college work 
or other on a laptop or mobile device don’t forget to back up 
your work elsewhere just in case you lose it or it is stolen.   
 

Smart phones/mobile devices: Don’t forget to make a note of the 
IMEI number of a mobile phone, to find it key in *#06#, with this if 
it’s stolen you can block it. You can download an “App” on mobile 
phones to find your phone and more importantly wipe that data 
stored on it, check your “App store” or mobile phone provider.  

Continued on page 41 

http://www.immobilise.com
http://www.bikeregister.com
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Continued from page 39 

A little reminder -When texting or talking on phones or listening to mu-
sic remain “in touch” with your surroundings, a number of road 
accidents, thefts and assaults occur when we fail to note what’s going 
on around us, don’t forget to pass this advice on to children. 
 

For further crime prevention advice see www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-
prevention/  or  www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention
-advice and for suitable security products see www.securedbydesign.com/ 
or www.soldsecure.com/ . 

Crowds of people came to see the switching on of the Christmas tree lights 
on a cold night in December. Mulled wine and mince pies were on offer and 
a hog roast stall provided hot food in the car park. 

Above: Jeanette O’Brien and Val Riley serve up mulled wine and soft drinks. 

MF 

http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
http://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice
http://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice
http://www.securedbydesign.com/
http://www.soldsecure.com/
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)   
Church Street….01799 528555                                   
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 01799 543048 
email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 

Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

Airport Noise Complaints 0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Jim Watson)    S/W 540721   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

 
County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 
MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbour-
hood plan) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Pavilion, Finance) 
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk) 
01799 540587    pcclerk@debden.org 
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866 
captainluck@hotmail.com 
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