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We at Uttlesford are like the rest of the country living through difficult and interesting times. The world 
seems full of problems either man made or natural. Perhaps even that is not natural if we include the 
Climate Change impact we are having. The volcanic eruptions, I guess, are a thing apart but the effects 
come around the world to get to us in the form of shock waves real or imagined. 

My advice is, keep your sanity and keep safe while working through the problems that you might have 
yourself, and seek advice if you need it. 

The residents of Smiths Green have been sharing problems with me for months now. Their problems are 
pigeons that reside under the solar panels on the roof. They are pests as they nest under the solar panels 
and breed all year round so the flock multiplies. While doing their courtship discreetly under the panels 
they make pigeon noises which at 2 am as reported to me disturb peoples sleep in the bedrooms below.  
They fill the gutters with nesting material and pooh causing damage to the buildings when the drains get 
blocked. Anything below such washing in gardens and anything on driveways gets covered in poo. 
People are fed up! 

Some houses have had what I will call “netting” that goes around the edge of the panels so the birds can’t 
get under them and that seems effective. With Covid restrictions lifting, people are being allowed back to 
work in offices so I will be able to go to meet UDC officers and make personal representation to them to 
make things difficult for amorous pigeons. 

Feedback tells me that there have been engineers around Smiths Green measuring up for the proposed 
new driveways which will be very welcome. No more muddy verges to make the area look shabby. I hope 
the layby comes next as promised by ECC Highways dept.  

If you live in Smiths Green you will know many drivers light up the VAS sign as they come into Thaxted 
Road exceeding 30 mph and you have made me aware. 

Consequently, I am spending a lot of time promoting the aim of Community Speedwatch which is to 
improve awareness of local speed limits and highlighting the importance of travelling within the speed 
limit.  This reduces the risk of YOU, YOUR family and friends becoming another killed or seriously injured 
statistic, or unintentionally causing an injury to someone else. 

Debden and Wimbish Community Speedwatch group has been reorganised. They are going to be 

working alongside statutory organisations to reduce death and injury on the roads of Essex.  We are 

doing this to ensure that communities and families just like ours do not have to suffer the tragedy, 

heartbreak, inconvenience, and expense that comes with all road traffic collisions. Road users If you 

would like refresher training or any other information or advice, contact 

saferessexroads@essexhighways.org who will be pleased to help you. 



I am proud of the position the PC took regarding the Council tax precept. For years we have not been 

looking after the infrastructure in the village let alone providing new items. The increase will be approx. 

£1/week on a Band D property.  If you are someone that is actually suffering hard-ship then please 

contact myself or UDC, London Rd on 01799 510510. 

I wondered if I should mention the Village Hall project and decided I should because you voted me in and 

I support the project. Nothing has changed.  Yes, I am frustrated by the slow progress and realise many 

residents are frustrated too but those involved including me are spending hours dealing with the issues 

as they appear not least the matter of the £236,400 grant for the project from the MOD. We have made 

representations to the UDC Governance (GAP) committee and the Scrutiny Committee and the new CEO. 

Simply, I don’t have the room to write more but can assure you all the situation is on-going and we still 

need your support. 

Now to matters of State!  I am sure like me you hold our Queen in high regard and would want to see her 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrated in true Debden Fashion. So please come forward now with your ideas and 

offers of help on how we Celebrate together in June.  

Just a quick mention that an ECC initiative called Active Essex is out there to encourage people to walk, 

cycle and engage in more sport. Some funding is available if required. 

Since I sent the copy to the Parish Pump there have been developments for UDC in that the Westminster 

government is going to limit the money available to use from investments in the future. So, as I have 

been reporting the UDC investments that are expected to produce £7m income will have restricted 

access with possibly £4m being set aside. Its not lost its just put away! I therefore expect UDC to have 

money in the bank in years to come? More details in that as it becomes clearer. 
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